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§ 1-2-95. INVENTORY. 
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ARTICLE 6 
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AUGUSTA AVIATION COMMISSION 
 

ARTICLE 1 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
§ 1-3-1. CREATION; APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF MEMBERS; VACANCIES. 

§ 1-3-2. MAYOR TO BE EX OFFICIO MEMBER; MEMBER TO SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION. 
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GENERAL AVIATION COMMISSION 

 
§ 1-3-9. CREATION; APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF MEMBERS; VACANCIES. 

§ 1-3-10. MAYOR TO BE EX OFFICIO MEMBER; MEMBER TO SERVE WITHOUT               
COMPENSATION.

§ 1-3-11. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN. 

§ 1-3-12. QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS. 

§ 1-3-13. POWERS AND DUTIES--GENERALLY. 
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INSPECTION OF MINUTES AND DOCUMENTS. 

 
ARTICLE 3 

 
GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO DANIEL FIELD 
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ARTICLE 4 

 
AIRPORT APPROACH AND TURNING ZONES AT DANIEL FIELD 

 
§ 1-3-29. DEFINITIONS. 

§ 1-3-30. MAP TO BE FILED, ETC. 

§ 1-3-31. TO BE ESTABLISHED. 
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LIGHTS. 

§ 1-3-40. ADMINISTRATION OF ARTICLE--INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS TO ENFORCE REGULATIONS. 

§ 1-3-41. SAME--APPEALS TO PLANNING COMMISSION FROM DECISION OF INSPECTOR OF 
BUILDINGS. 

 
ARTICLE 5 

 
AIRPORTS AND AVIATION 

 
§ 1-3-42. ADOPTION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS OF AUGUSTA AVIATION              COMMISSION-
FOR DANIEL FIELD. 

§ 1-3-43. SAME--FOR BUSH FIELD. 

 

CHAPTER 4 
 

BOARDS AND AUTHORITIES 
 



ARTICLE 1 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§ 1-4-1. APPOINTMENT; QUALIFICATIONS; PROHIBITION AGAINST APPOINTMENT TO MORE THAN 
ONE BOARD OR AUTHORITY. 

§ 1-4-1.1 ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS; REMOVAL. 

§ 1-4-2. CODE OF ETHICS. 

§ 1-4-3. APPEALS. 

§ 1-4-4. REMOVAL; PROCEDURE. 

§ 1-4-5. RESERVED. 

 
ARTICLE 2 

 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF RICHMOND COUNTY 

 
§ 1-4-6. PURPOSE. 

§ 1-4-7. CREATION; BOARD OF DIRECTORS-COMPOSITION . 

§ 1-4-8. TERMS OF MEMBERS. 

§ 1-4-9. DIRECTOR TO REMAIN IN OFFICE UNTIL SUCCESSOR ELECTED. 

§ 1-4-10. DUTIES. 

§ 1-4-11. DISSOLUTION OF AUTHORITY. 

§ 1-4-12. USE OF AUTHORITY ASSETS, ETC. 

§ 1-4-13. RESERVED. 

 
ARTICLE 2.1 

 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
§ 1-4-14. PURPOSE. 

§ 1-4-15. CREATION; BOARD OF DIRECTORS--COMPOSITION, TERMS OF MEMBERS. 

§ 1-4-16. DESIGNATION OF DEVELOPMENT AREA. 

§ 1-4-17. ACCORDANCE WITH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES LAW. 

§ 1-4-18.--§ 1-4-55. RESERVED. 
 



ARTICLE 3 
 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
§ 1-4-56. PURPOSE; COMMISSIONERS; TAX-EXEMPT STATUS OF ITS PROPERTY; POWER TO 
CONTRACT. 

§ 1-4-57.--§ 1-4-59. RESERVED. 
 

ARTICLE 4 
 

RICHMOND COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 
 
§ 1-4-60. PURPOSE. 

§ 1-4-61. CREATION. 

§ 1-4-62. BOARD OF TRUSTEES--VACANCIES; TERM OF MEMBERS. 

§ 1-4-63. SAME--COMPOSITION. 

§ 1-4-64. SAME--SAME--ADDITIONAL MEMBERS. 

§ 1-4-65. SAME--SUCCESSOR TRUSTEES. 

§ 1-4-66. SAME--ADVISORS AND THEIR SELECTION AND QUALIFICATIONS. 

§ 1-4-67. AREA OF OPERATION. 

§ 1-4-68. NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION PROGRAM. 

§ 1-4-69.--§ 1-4-75. RESERVED. 
 

ARTICLE 5 
 

HOSPITAL AUTHORITY OF AUGUSTA 
 
§ 1-4-76. PURPOSE. 

§ 1-4-77. CREATION; NAME CHANGE. 

§ 1-4-78. INITIAL MEMBERS. 

§ 1-4-79. SERVICE THROUGH TERM OF OFFICE. 

§ 1-4-80. OPERATION OF BOARD. 

 
ARTICLE 6 

 



AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
§ 1-4-81. CREATION. 

§ 1-4-82. MEMBERSHIP, TERMS OF OFFICE AND COMPENSATION. 

§ 1-4-83. ORGANIZATION, RULES, STAFF, FINANCES. 

§ 1-4-84. PRINCIPAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

§ 1-4-85. MISCELLANEOUS POWERS AND DUTIES. 

§ 1-4-86. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES--MASTER PLAN. 

§ 1-4-87. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES--ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAPS. 

§ 1-4-88. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. 

§ 1-4-89. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES, SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. 

§ 1-4-90. CUMULATIVE POWERS. 

§ 1-4-91. AMENDMENTS TO ZONING ORDINANCE, MAP AND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. 

§ 1-4-92.--§ 1-4-94. RESERVED. 
 

ARTICLE 7 
 

AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY BEAUTIFICATION-CLEAN 
COMMUNITY COMMISSION 

 
§ 1-4-95.--§ 1-4-102. RESERVED. 
 

ARTICLE 8 
 

LIBRARY 
 
§ 1-4-103. NAME. 

§ 1-4-104. HEADQUARTERS. 

§ 1-4-105. PURPOSE. 

§ 1-4-106. GOVERNING BODY. 

§ 1-4-107. INTERLIBRARY COOPERATION. 

§ 1-4-108. AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION. 

§ 1-4-109. RESERVED. 

 



ARTICLE 9 
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
 
§ 1-4-110. ESTABLISHMENT. 

§ 1-4-111. COMPOSITION. 

§ 1-4-112. TERMS OF OFFICE. 

§ 1-4-113. OFFICERS AND THEIR TERMS OF OFFICE. 

§ 1-4-114. COMPENSATION. 

§ 1-4-115. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF. 

§ 1-4-116. OFFICE SPACE AND FACILITIES. 

§ 1-4-117. BUDGET AND FINANCE. 

§ 1-4-118. INSPECTION AND AUDIT OF FINANCIAL RECORDS. 

§ 1-4-119. MEETINGS. 

§ 1-4-120. QUORUM. 

§ 1-4-121. RULES, BYLAWS AND POLICY MANUAL. 

§ 1-4-122. REPORTS. 

§ 1-4-123. DUTIES AND POWERS. 

§ 1-4-124. UNLAWFUL PRACTICES. 

§ 1-4-125. PROCEDURE. 

§ 1-4-126. EXEMPTIONS. 

§ 1-4-127. REMEDIES. 

§ 1-4-128. COOPERATION. 

§ 1-4-129. LEGAL SERVICES. 

§ 1-4-130. AGE LIMITATIONS. 

§ 1-4-131. VACANCIES. 

§ 1-4-132.--§ 1-4-139. RESERVED. 
 

CHAPTER 5 
 

CEMETERIES AND PARKS 
 

ARTICLE 1 
 



GENERALLY 
 
§ 1-5-1. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY CEMETERIES ENUMERATED; PROMULGATION OF 
GOVERNING RULES, ETC. THE CEMETERIES OF AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY SHALL BE THE 
THREE NOW EXISTING, NAMELY, MAGNOLIA CEMETERY, WESTVIEW CEMETERY AND CEDAR 
GROVE CEMETERY. 

§ 1-5-2. SUPERINTENDENT OF CEMETERIES--GENERALLY; BONDS. 

§ 1-5-3. SUPERINTENDENT--DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-5-4. AUTHORITY OF CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENTS--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-5-5. ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF CEDAR GROVE CEMETERY. 

§ 1-5-6. ASSUMPTION OF CARE OF ROLLERSVILLE CEMETERY; SUPERVISION; CONVICT LABOR 
TO BE USED. 

§ 1-5-7. DIGGING GRAVES AND BUILDING VAULTS--BY WHOM PERFORMED; SUPERVISION. 

§ 1-5-8. SAME--SCHEDULE OF FEES. 

§ 1-5-9. SAME--NO CHARGE FOR INDIGENT. 

§ 1-5-10. CEMETERY EMPLOYEES TO WORK EXCLUSIVELY IN CEMETERIES, ETC. 

§ 1-5-11. PURCHASE OF CEMETERY MATERIALS. 

§ 1-5-12. RIGHT OF LOT OWNERS TO CULTIVATE TREES, GRASS, ETC.; REMOVAL WHEN 
DANGEROUS, ETC. 

§ 1-5-13. DESTRUCTION, ETC., OF TOMBS, MONUMENTS, TREES, ETC.; USE OF FIREARMS, ETC. 

§ 1-5-14. PLUCKING, ETC., FLOWERS WITHOUT PERMISSION.

§ 1-5-16. PERMISSION REQUIRED FOR BURIAL OUTSIDE CITY CEMETERY. 

§ 1-5-17. PERMITS TO BURY OR MOVE DEAD BODIES REQUIRED. 

§ 1-5-18. BURIAL OF PAUPERS IN FAMILY PLOTS. 

§ 1-5-19.--§ 1-5-25. RESERVED. 
 

ARTICLE 2 
 

SALE AND MAINTENANCE OF LOTS 
 

§ 1-5-26. PRICES. 

§ 1-5-27. MAINTENANCE OF LOTS OR SECTIONS BY AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY; PERPETUAL 
CARE AGREEMENT. 



§ 1-5-28. ISSUANCE OF CONTRACT; CONTENTS OF CONTRACT. 

§ 1-5-29. RECORD BOOKS CONTAINING CONTRACTS, ETC., REQUIRED; INDEX. 

§ 1-5-30. RECORD REQUIRED OF CONDITION OF MUNICIPAL-MAINTAINED LOTS; INSPECTIONS; 
INDEX. 

§ 1-5-31. ERECTION OF MARKER UPON ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRACT. 

§ 1-5-32. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR MONUMENTS, STRUCTURES, ETC. 

§ 1-5-33-§ 1-5-39. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 3 

PARKS 

§ 1-5-40. COMMERCIAL VEHICLES IN PARKS. 

§ 1-5-41. RIDING HORSES, MOTORCYCLES AND MOTORBIKES IN PARKS, ETC., WHEN PROHIBITED 
AND POSTED. 

§ 1-5-42. RIDING BICYCLES, MOTORCYCLES, ETC., ON WALKWAYS. 

§ 1-5-43. SPEED LIMIT FOR VEHICLES, ETC. 

§ 1-5-44. DEFACING, ETC., MONUMENTS, ETC. 

§ 1-5-45. DAMAGING, ETC., PARK PROPERTY--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-5-46. REMOVING ARTICLES FROM PARKS. 

§ 1-5-47. FISHING OR BATHING IN LAKES, PONDS OR FOUNTAINS--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-5-48. FISHING PROHIBITED IN LAKE OLMSTEAD EXCEPT WITH HOOK AND LINE; WEST END OF 
LAKE OLMSTEAD TO BE USED FOR FISHING ONLY. 



§ 1-5-49. PARKS TO BE CLEARED BY 11:00 P.M. 

§ 1-5-50. LAKE OLMSTEAD--OPERATION OF BOATS. 

§ 1-5-51. LAKE OLMSTEAD--SPEED--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-5-52. LAKE OLMSTEAD--PERSONS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF LIQUOR OR DRUGS. 

§ 1-5-53. POLICE POWERS OF SUPERVISORS. 

§ 1-5-54. RIVERWALK. 

CHAPTER 6 

COURTS, FINES AND IMPRISONMENT 

ARTICLE 1 

IN GENERAL 

§ 1-6-1. GENERAL PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF CODE, ETC.; CONTINUING VIOLATIONS. 

§ 1-6-2. CONFINEMENT OF DRUNK AND DISORDERLY PERSONS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER 
OR STOCKADE. 

§ 1-6-3. PAROLES--BY JUDGE. 

§ 1-6-4. SAME--JUDGE MAY REQUIRE PAROLEES TO REPORT, ETC. 

§ 1-6-5. PAROLED PERSON=S FAILURE TO ABIDE BY TERMS; EFFECT OF REVOCATION. 

§ 1-6-6. PAROLED PERSON=S ELIGIBILITY WHEN CONVICTED AGAIN FOR SOME OFFENSE WITHIN 
SIX MONTHS. 



§ 1-6-7. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 2 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

§ 1-6-8. JURISDICTION. 

§ 1-6-9. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

§ 1-6-10. SESSIONS OF COURT; JUDGES= FAILURE TO ATTEND SESSIONS. 

§ 1-6-11. REMOVAL OF JUDGES FROM OFFICE. 

ARTICLE 3 

SOLICITOR 

§ 1-6-12. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE 4 

STOCKADE 

§ 1-6-13. OPERATIONS. 

CHAPTER 7 

PERSONNEL 

ARTICLE 1 

IN GENERAL 



§ 1-7-1. PAYMENT OF CLAIMS OR JUDGMENTS AGAINST COUNTY EMPLOYEES. 

§ 1-7-2. COUNTY ATTORNEY TO DEFEND COUNTY EMPLOYEES. 

§ 1-7-3.--§ 1-7-10. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 2 

PERSONNEL SYSTEM 

§ 1-7-11. PERSONS INCLUDED AND EXCLUDED--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-7-12. INCLUSION OF PRESENT EMPLOYEES. 

§ 1-7-13. PERSONNEL BOARD--ESTABLISHED, COMPOSITION; APPOINTMENT, TERMS OF OFFICE, 
SELECTION OF CHAIRMAN; FILLING OF VACANCIES; REMOVAL FROM OFFICE; COMPENSATION. 

§ 1-7-14. SAME--MEETINGS. 

§ 1-7-15. SAME--PURPOSE; DUTIES AND POWERS. 

§ 1-7-16. SAME--PAYMENT OF COSTS FROM COUNTY FUNDS. 

§ 1-7-17. DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES. 

§ 1-7-18. LIMITATION ON EMPLOYEE§S RIGHT OF ACTION. 

§ 1-7-19. EMPLOYEE DISMISSAL, RIGHT TO APPEAL. 

§ 1-7-20.--§ 1-7-30. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 3 

CLASSIFICATION PLAN 



§ 1-7-31. ADOPTION; SALARY GRADE ALLOCATION INCORPORATED AS PART BY REFERENCE. 

§ 1-7-32. COVERAGE. 

§ 1-7-33. ALLOCATION OF POSITIONS. 

§ 1-7-34. ADMINISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE; REALLOCATION, RECLASSIFICATION OF 
POSITIONS. 

§ 1-7-35. ESTABLISHMENT, CLASSIFICATION OF NEW POSITIONS. 

§ 1-7-36.--§ 1-7-50. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 4 

PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

§ 1-7-51. ADOPTED. 

§ 1-7-52. DEPARTMENT HEAD TO CERTIFY PAYROLL. 

§ 1-7-53.--§ 1-7-59. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 5 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

§ 1-7-60. POLICY. 

§ 1-7-61.--§ 1-6-65. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 6 

RETIREMENT PLAN 



§ 1-7-66. ADOPTED BY REFERENCE. 

CHAPTER 8 

RAILROADS 

ARTICLE 1 

IN GENERAL 

§ 1-8-1. DEFINITIONS. 

§ 1-8-2. RESERVED. 

§ 1-8-3. GETTING ON OR OFF MOVING ENGINES OR CARS. 

§ 1-8-4. DISCHARGING WATER, ETC., FROM TRAINS; CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINS. 

§ 1-8-5 TRESPASSING UPON RAILROAD PROPERTY--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-8-6.--§ 1-8-15. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 2 

CROSSINGS 

§ 1-8-16. USE PROHIBITED WHEN AUTOMATIC SIGNAL INDICATES APPROACH OF LOCOMOTIVE. 

§ 1-8-17. KICKING OR BUMPING RAILROAD CARS ACROSS. 

§ 1-8-18--§ 1-8-19. RESERVED. 

CHAPTER 9 



WATERWAYS AND RELATED STRUCTURES 

ARTICLE 1 

IN GENERAL 

§ 1-9-1. FISHING NEAR HEAD OF CANAL. 

§ 1-9-2. CUTTING AWAY EARTH FROM LEVEE OR BANK. 

§ 1-9-3. THROWING TRASH, ETC., IN RIVER. 

§ 1-9-4. BATHING OR SWIMMING IN RIVER OR CANAL. 

§ 1-9-5. EXTENT OF POLICE POWER ON CERTAIN BRIDGES. 

§ 1-9-6.--§ 1-9-15. RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 2 

CANAL--GENERALLY 

§ 1-9-16. STONE, CONCRETE OR BRICK CULVERTS FOR FLUMES, ETC., IN STREETS. 

§ 1-9-17. PERMIT FOR OPERATION OF ENGINE-DRIVEN BOAT OR VEHICLE REQUIRED. 

§ 1-9-18. WASHING CLOTHES, ANIMALS, ETC.; DEPOSITING OFFENSIVE MATTER; POLLUTING. 

§ 1-9-19. DEPOSITING STICKS, TREE TRIMMINGS, ETC. 

§ 1-9-20. OCCUPATION OF BANK OR RIGHT OF WAY--GENERALLY. 

§ 1-9-21. SAME--CAMPING, ETC., ON BANKS. 



ARTICLE 3 

USE FOR WATER POWER--GENERALLY 

§ 1-9-22. CONSENT OF COMMISSION PREREQUISITE. 

§ 1-9-23. TERMS, CONDITIONS, RESTRICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS--GENERALLY. 
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TITLE 1 

 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

 

 

CHAPTER 1

 

ARTICLE 1

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

§ 1-1-1. HOW CODE DESIGNATED AND CITED.

The ordinances and resolutions embraced in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be designated the Code 
of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia, and may be so cited. 

§ 1-1-2. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 

In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances and resolutions, the following rules shall be observed, unless such 
construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission: 

    (a) Augusta. The term Augusta shall mean the consolidated government of the former City Council of Augusta and 
Richmond County. 

    (b) Augusta-Richmond County. The term Augusta-Richmond County shall mean the same as Richmond County, Georgia 
and Augusta, Georgia. 

    (c) Board of health. The term board of health shall mean the county board of health or the county department of health, 
whichever the context requires. 

    (d) Canal. The term canal shall mean the canal of the Augusta-Richmond County. 



    (e) City of Augusta. The term City of Augusta shall mean the former municipality whose charter was abolished by the 
Consolidation Act. 

    (f) Code. The term code shall mean the Code of Augusta-Richmond County as adopted and as hereafter amended. 

    (g) Commissioners. Members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission representing the ten (10) Commission 
Districts. 

    (h) Commission. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

    (i) Committee. The term committee shall mean committee of Commission. 

    (j) Computation of time. Unless otherwise specifically provided, the time within which an act is required by law to be 
done shall be computed by excluding the first day and including the last; except that the last day shall be excluded if it be 
Sunday or a holiday. 

    (k) Consolidation Act. The term Consolidation Act shall mean the Act consolidating the City of Augusta and Richmond 
County as found in 1995 Ga. Laws p. 3648, as amended. 

    (l) County. The words the county or this county shall mean Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (m) Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to females and to firms, 
partnerships and corporations as well as to males. 

    (n) Joint authority. All words giving a joint authority to three (3) or more persons or officers shall be construed as giving 
such authority to a majority of such persons or officers. 

    (o) Keeper, proprietor. Persons, firms, associations, corporations, clubs and copartnership, whether acting by themselves 
or as a servant, agent or employee. 

    (p) Land, real estate. Rights and easements of incorporeal nature. 

    (q) Mayor. The term Mayor shall mean the Mayor of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (r) Month. A calendar month. 

    (s) Municipal officer. The term municipal officer shall mean any municipal officer of the Augusta-Richmond County, 
Georgia. 

    (t) Municipal property, work, structure, enterprise or activity. The terms municipal property, work, structure, enterprise 
or activity shall mean the property, work, structure, enterprise or activity of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (u) Number. A word importing the singular number only may extend and be applied to several persons and things as well 
as to one (1) person and thing. 



    (v) Oath. The word oath shall include an affirmation in all cases in which by law an affirmation may be substituted for 
an oath, and in such cases the words swear and sworn shall be equivalent to the words affirm and affirmed. 

    (w) Or, and. The word or may be read and, and the word and may be read or if the sense requires it. 

    (x) Owner. When applied to a building or land, any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership or 
joint tenant of the whole or of a part of such building or land. 

    (y) Person. The word person shall extend and be applied to associations, societies, clubs, firms, partnerships and bodies 
politic and corporate as well as to individuals. 

    (z) Personal property. Every species of property except real property. 

    (aa) Preceding, following. The words preceding and following mean next before and next after, respectively. 

    (bb) Property. Real and personal property. 

    (cc) Public place. Any place where the public is invited to go or congregate. 

    (dd) Real property. Lands, tenements and hereditaments. 

    (ee) River. The term river shall mean the Savannah River. 

    (ff) Riverwalk. The term Riverwalk as used herein is defined as that portion of the Augusta Levee located between 5th 
Street and 13th Street, including any property between said portion of said Levee and the Savannah River, together with 
that portion of 8th Street between Reynolds Street and said Levee. 

    (gg) Section. The term section shall mean section of this Code. 

    (hh) Sidewalk. Any portion of a street between the curb line and the adjacent property line, intended for the use of 
pedestrians, excluding parkways. 

    (ii) Signature, subscription. The word signature or subscription includes a mark when the person cannot write. 

    (jj) State. The State of Georgia. 

    (kk) Street. Streets, avenues, boulevards, roads and all other public highways in Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (ll) Suburban Services District. The term Suburban Services District shall mean the area of Richmond County 
coterminous with the area of Richmond County which was not within the corporate limits of the City of Augusta as said 
corporate limits existed on December 31, 1995. 

    (mm) Tenant, occupant. When applied to a building or land, any person holding a written or oral lease of, or who 
occupies, the whole or a part of such building or land, either along or with others. 



    (nn) Time. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and present. 

    (oo) Urban Services District. The term Urban Services District shall mean that area of Richmond County coterminous 
with the corporate limits of the former City of Augusta as said corporate limits existed as of December 31, 1995. 

    (pp) Waterworks. The term waterworks shall mean the waterworks of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (qq) Written, in writing. Any representation of words, letters or figures, whether by printing or otherwise. 

    (rr) Year. A calendar year. 

§ 1-1-3. CATCHLINES OF SECTIONS. 

The catchlines of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the 
contents of the sections and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of such sections nor as any part of such sections, nor, 
unless expressly so provided, shall be so deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or 
reenacted. 

§ 1-1-4. SEVERABILITY OF PARTS OF CODE. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Commission that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of 
this Code are severable; and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code, 
since the same would have been enacted by the Commission without incorporation in this Code of any such 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section. 

§ 1-1-5. EFFECT OF REPEAL OF ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION. 

    (a) The repeal of an ordinance or resolution shall not revive any ordinances or resolutions in force before or at the time 
the ordinance or resolution repealed took effect. 

    (b) The repeal of an ordinance or resolution shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal took 
effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense committed under the 
ordinance or resolution repealed. 

§ 1-1-6. PROVISIONS CONSIDERED AS CONTINUATIONS OF EXISTING ORDINANCES AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same as those ordinances and resolutions existing at the time 
of the effective date of this Code, shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new enactments. 

§ 1-1-7. ALTERING CODE. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to change or amend by additions or deletions, any part or portion of this Code, or to 
insert or delete pages, or portions thereof,, or to alter or tamper with such Code in any manner whatsoever except by 



ordinance or resolution or other official act of the Commission, which will cause the law of Augusta-Richmond County to 
be misrepresented thereby. 

§ 1-1-8. GENERAL PENALTY; CONTINUING VIOLATIONS; ENFORCEMENT. 

    (a) Whenever in this Code or in any ordinance or resolution of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission any act is 
prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense of a misdemeanor, or whenever in such Code, ordinance or 
resolution the doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful, where no specific penalty 
is provided therefor, the violation of any such provision of this Code or any ordinance or resolution shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1000.00) or by imprisonment in jail or any public works camp which may be 
established not exceeding sixty (60) days or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each day any violation of any provision 
of this Code or of any ordinance or resolution shall continue a separate offense. 

    (b) All ordinances of the Commission shall be enforced in the Municipal Court of Augusta-Richmond County, the State 
Court of Richmond County, or the Magistrate Court of Richmond County, Georgia. 

§ 1-1-9. AMENDMENTS TO CODE; EFFECT OF NEW ORDINANCES. 

    (a) All ordinances and resolutions passed subsequent to the passage of the ordinances originally included in this Code 
which amend, repeal or in any way affect this Code may be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of this 
Code and printed for inclusion herein. In the case of repealed chapters, sections and subsections or any part thereof, by 
subsequent ordinances, such repealed portions may be excluded from the Code by omission from reprinted pages affected 
thereby. The subsequent ordinances as numbered and printed, or omitted in the case of repeal, shall be prima facie evidence 
of such subsequent ordinances until such time that this Code and subsequent ordinances numbered or omitted are readopted 
as a new code by the Commission. 

    (b) All sections, articles, chapters or provisions desired to be repealed shall be specifically repealed by section, article or 
chapter number, as the case may be. 

    (c) The enactment of an ordinance, in the absence of language to the contrary, shall not repeal any ordinance theretofore 
passed dealing with the same matter, except where in direct conflict therewith. 

§ 1-1-10. CERTAIN ORDINANCES NOT AFFECTED BY CODE. 

Nothing in this Code, or the ordinance adopting this Code, shall be construed to repeal or otherwise affect the validity of 
any of the following: 

    (a) Any offense or act committed or done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any contact or right established or 
accruing before the effective date of this Code; 

    (b) Any ordinance or resolution promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the City Council of Augusta, Board 
of Commissioners of Richmond County, or the consolidated government, or authorizing the issuance of any bonds of the 
City Council of Augusta, Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, or the consolidated government, or any evidence 
of the consolidated government's indebtedness, or any contract or obligation assumed by the consolidated government; 

    (c) Any ordinance or resolution fixing salaries of officers or employees of the consolidated government; 



    (d) Any appropriation ordinance or resolution; 

    (e) Any right or franchise granted by the City Council of Augusta, Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, or the 
consolidated government to any person; 

    (f) Any ordinance or resolution dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, paving, closing, 
abandoning, widening, vacating, etc., any street or public way in Augusta-Richmond County; 

    (g) Any ordinance or resolution establishing and prescribing the street grades of any streets in Augusta-Richmond 
County; 

    (h) Any ordinance or resolution providing for local improvements or assessing taxes therefor; 

    (i) Any ordinance or resolution dedicating or accepting any plat or subdivision in the consolidated government or 
providing regulations therefor; 

    (j) Any ordinance zoning or rezoning property in Augusta-Richmond County; 

    (k) Any ordinance or resolution prescribing traffic regulations for specific locations, parking limitations, parking 
prohibitions, one-way traffic, or limitations on loads of vehicles or loading zones, not inconsistent with this Code; 

    (l) Any temporary or special ordinance; 

and all such ordinances are hereby recognized as continuing in full force and effect to the same extent as if set out at length 
herein. 

§ 1-1-11. CODE OF ETHICS FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

Any person in government service should: 

    (a) Put loyalty to the highest moral principles and to country above loyalty to person, party, or government department. 

    (b) Uphold the Constitution, laws, and legal regulations of the United States and the State of Georgia and of all 
governments therein and never be a party to their evasion. 

    (c) Give a full day's labor for a full day's pay and give to the performance of his duties his earnest effort and best 
thought. 

    (d) Seek to find and employ more efficient and economical ways of accomplishing tasks. 

    (e) Never discriminate unfairly by the dispensing of special favors or privileges to anyone, whether for remuneration or 
not, and never accept, for himself or his family, favors or benefits under circumstances which might be construed by 
reasonable persons as influencing the performance of his governmental duties. 

    (f) Make no private promises of any kind binding upon the duties of office, since a government employee has no private 



word which can be binding on public duty. 

    (g) Engage in no business with the government, either directly or indirectly, which is inconsistent with the conscientious 
performance of his governmental duties. 

    (h) Never use any information coming to him confidentially in the performance of governmental duties as a means for 
making private profit. 

    (i) Expose corruption wherever discovered. 

    (j) Uphold these principles, ever conscious that public office is a public trust. (Ga. L. 1968, p. 1369.) 

§ 1-1-12. AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES TO ISSUE CITATIONS. 

Employees of the public works and utilities departments of Augusta, and employees of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Planning and Zoning Commission, and employees serving as license inspectors and code enforcement officers of the 
Augusta License and Inspection Department are hereby authorized to issue citations to any person violating any provision 
of this Code and/or any ordinance of Augusta-Richmond County which relates to drainage or soil erosion and sediment 
control, subdivisions and zoning, water and sewerage, alcohol and business licensing, and private property maintenance 
codes including specifically § 7-2-1, § 7-1-3, § 7-1-16, and § 3-5-134. (Ord. # 6242, January 18, 2000). 

§ 1-1-13. CONTACT WITH EMPLOYEES. 

Except for purposes of inquiry and investigation, including but not limited to constituent requests, members of the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, including the Mayor and Commissioners, shall only deal with the employees of Augusta, 
Georgia, who are below the level of assistant department director, through the administrator, deputy or assistant 
administrator(s), department directors, or assistant directors, and shall not give any order or directions to any such 
employee either public or privately, directly or indirectly. (Ord. # 6343, April 3, 2001.) 

§ 1-1-14.--§ 1-1-19 RESERVED. 

ARTICLE 2 

CODE OF ETHICS 

§ 1-1-20. CODE OF ETHICS FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICE--A STATEMENT OF ETHICAL PRINCIPLES 

Any person in government service should: 

Put loyalty to the highest moral principles and to country above loyalty to person, party, or government department. 

Uphold the Constitution, laws, and legal regulations of the United States and the State of Georgia and of all governments 
therein and never be a party to their evasion. 

Give a full day's labor for a full day's pay and give to the performance of his duties his earnest effort and best thought. 



Seek to find and employ more efficient and economical ways of accomplishing tasks. 

Never discriminate unfairly by the dispensing of special favors or privileges to anyone, whether for remuneration or not, 
and never accept, for himself/herself or his/her family, favors or benefits under circumstances which might be construed by 
reasonable persons as influencing the performance of his governmental duties. 

Make no private promises of any kind binding upon the duties of office, since a government employee has no private word 
which can be binding on public duty. 

Engage in no business with the government, either directly or indirectly, which is inconsistent with the conscientious 
performance of his governmental duties. 

Never use any information coming to him confidentially in the performance of governmental duties as a means for making 
private profit. 

Expose corruption wherever discovered. 

Uphold these principles, ever conscious that public office is a public trust. (Ga. L. 1968, p. 1369.) 

§ 1-1-21. PURPOSE 

An ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT POLICY for elected and appointed officials and employees of Augusta is hereby 
established to encourage a commitment of fidelity to the public interest for the people of Augusta. 

§ 1-1-22. PERSONS SUBJECT TO THIS ARTICLE; DEFINITIONS 

The following persons are subject to this Article: 

All employees of Augusta and in any agency created by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, whether elected or 
appointed, including the Mayor and members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

Agency heads who are appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, Mayor or Administrator.

As used in this Article the term: 

"Agency" means any agency, authority, department, board, bureau, commission, council, corporation, entities or 
instrumentality of Augusta, except those headed by an elected official other than the Mayor and any citizens committee, or 
citizens advisory committee, appointed by the Mayor or the Commission 

"Agency head" means the director or executive head of an agency. 

"Commission" means the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

"Employee" means any agency head, and all individuals employed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, 
Augusta, Georgia, or any agency of Augusta. 



"Gift" means food, lodging, transportation, personal services, a gratuity, subscription, membership, trip, loan, extension of 
credit on behalf of an employee or public official, forgiveness of debt of an employee or public official, advance or deposit 
of money for the benefit of an employee or public official, or anything of value, exceeding the value of $100. A "gift" shall 
not include: 

Food or beverage consumed at a single meal or event; or food, beverages, and registration at group events to which all 
members of an agency are invited; or food, beverage, or expenses afforded employees, public officials, relatives, or others 
that are associated with normal and customary business or social functions or activities; 

Legitimate salary, benefits, fees, commissions, or expenses associated with a recipient's nonpublic business, employment, 
trade, or profession; 

An award, plaque, certificate, memento, or similar item given in recognition of the recipient's civic, charitable, political, 
professional, private or public service, or achievement; 

Actual and reasonable expenses for food, beverages, travel, lodging, and registration provided to permit participation in a 
meeting related to official or professional duties, if participation has been approved in writing by the agency head; 

Promotional items generally distributed to the general public; 

A gift from a relative or personal friend of the employee or public official who is neither a lobbyist nor a vendor; or 

Lawful campaign contributions to any elected official or candidate for elected office; and 

Courtesy tickets or free admission extended to an elected official for an event as a courtesy or for ceremonial purposes; 

A commercially reasonable loan made in the ordinary course of business. 

"Lobbyist" shall have the meaning defined in O.C.G.A. Section 21-5-70(6). 

"Person" means an individual, partnership, committee, association, corporation, labor organization, or any other 
organization or group of individuals. 

"Public official" means the Mayor and members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission and all appointed members 
of any agency. 

"Relative" means members of the family or household or relatives (including a person for whom the employee or public 
official has legal responsibility, a parent, step-parent, child, step-child, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother, sister, spouse, 
aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, grandparent, grandchild, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, or persons living in the employee’s or 
public official’s household). 

"Value" means the actual retail price or cost attributable to a gift, less applicable taxes and gratuities, or a reasonable 
estimate based upon customary charges for like goods or services in the locality, prorated among all recipients of each 
single gift, whether or not all recipients are employees. Gifts shall be valued as a single gift. Specific types of gifts shall be 
valued on the following basis: 



Transportation by air or rail, shall be based on the ticket cost or coach-class equivalent value. 

Ground transportation shall be valued on cost or the mileage rate reimbursed by Augusta. 

Entrance fees, admission fees, or other tickets shall be valued at the face value of the ticket or fee, excluding any portion 
attributable to a charitable contribution, if provided by the charitable organization. 

"Vendor" means any person who solicits to sell to or to contract, or who sells or contracts, with Augusta or any department, 
board, bureau, agency, or commission created by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for the provision of any 
goods or services. 

"Charitable organization" shall have the meaning defined in O.C.G.A. Section 45-20-51. 

§ 1-1-23. RULES OF CONDUCT FOR EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS OF AUGUSTA. 

Employees and public officials of Augusta shall perform their official duties in such a manner as to promote the best 
interest of the public. To help ensure the proper performance of their duties, the following Rules of Conduct are adopted. 

    (a) Receipt of Gifts by Employees and Public Officials Prohibited; Reporting; Disposition 

An employee or public official, or any other person on his or her behalf, is prohibited from knowingly accepting and 
retaining, directly or indirectly, a gift from a lobbyist, vendor, or any other person seeking to influence official action. If a 
gift has been accepted, it must be either returned to the donor or transferred to a charitable organization. However, a gift 
may be accepted by an employee or public official on behalf of Augusta, the agency, or the Mayor and Commission. If the 
gift is accepted, the person receiving the gift shall not maintain custody of the gift for any period of time beyond that 
reasonably necessary to arrange for the transfer of custody and ownership of the gift. 

An employee who accepts a gift for an agency or for the Mayor and Commission must file a report, no later than the last 
day of each quarter in which a reportable gift is made. The report shall be filed with the employee's agency head and in the 
case of the Mayor and Commission with the Clerk of the Commission. The report must contain a description of each gift, 
the name and address of the recipient of the gift, and the date such gift is given. The donor shall be notified that the gift will 
be reported, but a single gift need not be reported by more than one employee. 

A public official who accepts a gift for an agency or for the Mayor and Commission must file a report with the Clerk of the 
Commission not later than February 1, 2001, and not later than February 1 of each year thereafter, and shall cover the 
preceding calendar year. The report must contain a description of each gift, the name and address of the donor of the gift, 
and the date such gift is given. The donor shall be notified that the gift will be reported, but a single gift need not be 
reported by more than one employee. 

  (b) Conflict of Interest Prohibited 

        (1) An employee or public official shall not knowingly use his or her position in any manner which will result in the 
receipt of a financial benefit or gift, direct or indirect, to the employee, the employee's relatives, the public official, the 
public official’s relatives, or an individual with whom the employee or public official has a financial interest or a business 
with which the employee or public official has a financial interest. 



These rules shall not be applicable to financial and other benefits derived by an employee or public official that he or she 
would enjoy to an extent no greater than that which other citizens of Georgia would or could enjoy. 

These rules shall not be applicable to financial and other benefits rightfully gained by an employee or public official 
pursuant to the proper performance of his or her official responsibilities. 

These rules shall not be applicable to the exceptions to prohibited transactions set forth in O.C.G.A. Section 45-10-23 and 
45-10-25. 

These rules shall not be applicable to such further exceptions as may be made on a case-by-case basis upon application to 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

        (2) An employee or public official shall not directly or knowingly ask, accept, demand, extract, solicit, seek, or assign 
or receive a financial benefit or gift for himself or herself or for another person in return for being influenced in the 
discharge of his or her official responsibilities. 

        (3) An employee or public official shall not solicit or receive a financial benefit, or a gift other than a financial benefit 
received by the employee or public official for acting in his or her official capacity, for advice or assistance given in the 
course of carrying out the employee's official responsibilities. 

        (4) An employee or public official shall not use or disclose information gained in the course of, or by reason of, his or 
her official responsibilities in a way that would affect a personal financial interest of the employee, an employee's relative, 
the public official, a public official’s relative, or a person with whom, or business with which, the employee or public 
official shares a financial interest. 

        (5) An employee shall not cause the employment, appointment, promotion, transfer, or advancement of a relative to 
an employment position which the employee directly supervises or manages. An employee or public official shall not 
participate in an action relating to the disciplining of a relative. Nothing herein shall be construed to affect Augusta’s 
nepotism policy as contained in its Personnel Policies and Procedures.

  (c) Appearance of Conflict. 

    An employee or public official shall make every reasonable effort to avoid even the appearance of a conflict of interest. 
An appearance of conflict exists when a reasonable person would conclude from the circumstances that the employee's or 
public official’s ability to protect the public interest, or perform public duties, is compromised by personal interests. An 
appearance of conflict could exist even in the absence of a legal conflict of interest. 

    An employee or public official shall refuse himself or herself from participation in any official proceeding in which the 
employee's or public official’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned due to the employee's or public official’s 
personal or financial relationship with any participant in the proceeding, including an owner, shareholder, partner, 
employee, or agent of a business entity involved in the proceeding. If the employee or public official is uncertain whether 
the relationship justifies refusal, then the employee or public official shall disclose the relationship to the person presiding 
over the proceeding. The presiding officer shall determine the extent to which, if any, the employee or public official will 
be permitted to participate. If the presiding officer is the affected employee or public official, he or she shall relinquish the 
chair to a substitute who shall made the determination. 



    (d) Other Rules of Conduct 

    The agency head shall make a due and diligent effort to determine whether he or she has a conflict of interest or 
appearance of conflict before taking any action. 

    The agency head shall continually monitor, evaluate, and manage his or her personal, financial, and professional affairs 
to ensure the absence of conflicts of interests and appearance of conflicts. 

    (e) Augusta shall not pay lodging costs, meal costs, transportation costs, entrance fees, admission fees, or for other 
tickets for anyone other than the employee unless such person has specific approval from the City Administrator or agency 
head, as applicable, for such person to accompany the employee on such trip, nor shall Augusta pay for such expenses for 
anyone representing the Mayor or members of the Commission, without specific approval of the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. 

§ 1-1-24. VIOLATIONS; SANCTIONS--EMPLOYEES. 

Each agency shall make a copy of this Article available to all employees and public officials and shall institute procedures 
for its enforcement consistent with all applicable Georgia laws. Violation of this Article may subject an employee to 
disciplinary action, including termination of employment pursuant to the applicable policies and procedures. The agency 
head of each agency shall be responsible to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for the faithful enforcement of this 
Article, and shall report all alleged violations and their disposition to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

§ 1-1-25. VIOLATIONS; COMPLAINTS--PUBLIC OFFICIALS. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall be responsible for hearing and deciding any complaints filed against a 
public official regarding alleged violation of Articles 2 and 3 of this Chapter. 

§ 1-1-26. DISCIPLINARY ACTION AGAINST PUBLIC OFFICIAL. 

In addition to any other remedy provided by law, a public official who is subject to the provisions of this article and who is 
found by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission to have violated its provisions may be subject to censure or 
reprimand. (Ord. # 6239, January 18, 2000)

ARTICLE 3 

ETHICS IN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 

§ 1-1-27. EMPLOYEE OR PUBLIC OFFICIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or public official, as defined in the Augusta-Richmond 
County Code § 1-1-22(c)(8), to transact any business or participate directly or indirectly in a procurement contract when 
the employee or public official knows that: 

    (a) the employee or public official or any member of the employee's or public official's immediate family has a 
substantial interest or financial interest pertaining to the procurement contract, except that the purchase of goods and 



services from businesses which a member of the Commission or other Augusta-Richmond County employee has a financial 
interest is authorized as per O.C.G.A. § 36-1-14, or the procurement contract is awarded pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 45-10-22 
and § 45-10-24, or the transaction is excepted from said restrictions by O.C.G.A. § 45-10-25; 

    (b) any other person, business, or organization with whom the employee or public official or any member of an 
employee's or public official's immediate family is negotiating or has an arrangement concerning prospective employment 
is involved in the procurement contract. 

An employee or public official or any member of an employee's or public official's immediate family who holds a 
substantial interest or financial interest in a disclosed blind trust shall not be deemed to have a conflict of interest with 
regard to matters pertaining to that substantial interest or financial interest. 

§ 1-1-28. GIFTS, REBATES AND KICKBACKS. 

    (a) Gifts. It shall be unethical for any person to offer, give, or agree to give any Augusta-Richmond County employee or 
public official, or for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official to solicit, demand, accept, or agree to accept 
from another person, a gift or gratuity except as provided in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23, or any rebate or an 
offer of employment in connection with any decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, or preparation of any part of 
a program requirement or a purchase request, influencing the content of any specification or procurement standard, 
rendering of advice, investigation, auditing, or in any other advisory capacity in any proceeding or application, request for 
ruling, determination, claim or controversy, or other particular matter, pertaining to any program requirement or a contract 
or subcontract, or to any solicitation or proposal therefor. 

        (1) Kickbacks and rebates. It shall be unethical for any payment, gifts, or offer of employment to be made by or on 
behalf of a subcontractor under a contract to the prime contractor or higher tier subcontractor, or any person associated 
therewith, as an inducement for the award of a subcontract or order. 

        (2) Contract clause. The prohibition against gratuities, rebates and kickbacks prescribed in this Section shall be 
conspicuously set forth in every contract and solicitation therefor. 

        (3) Courtesies. Employees may accept for themselves and members of their families common courtesies usually 
associated with customary business practices so long as they do not violate the provision of the Rules of Conduct set forth 
in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23. 

        (4) Cash. It is never permissible for an Augusta-Richmond County official or employee to accept a gift in cash or 
cash equivalent (e.g. stocks or other forms of marketable securities) of any amount. 

§ 1-1-29. PROHIBITION AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES. 

It shall be unethical for a person to be retained, or to retain a person, to solicit or secure an Augusta-Richmond County 
contract upon any agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except for 
retention of bona fide employees or bona fide established commercial selling agencies for the purpose of securing business. 

§ 1-1-30. CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITED. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official who is participating directly or indirectly in 



the procurement process to become, or to be while such an employee or public official, the employee of any person 
contracting with Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-1-31. WAIVER FROM CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITION AND OTHER 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may grant a waiver from the employee conflict of interest provision or the 
contemporaneous employment provision upon making a written determination that: 

    (a) the contemporaneous employment or financial interest of the employee has been publicly disclosed; 

    (b) the employee will be able to perform his/her procurement functions without actual or apparent bias or favoritism; 
and 

    (c) the award will be in the best interests of Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-1-32. USE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or public official knowingly to use confidential 
information for actual or anticipated personal gain, or for the actual or anticipated personal gain of any other person. 

§ 1-1-33. INSIDE INFORMATION. 

No Augusta-Richmond County public official or employee shall: 

    (a) Give or release without proper authority to anyone not employed by Augusta-Richmond County or to another 
employee or public official who has no need for the information, data or information of a confidential or proprietary nature, 
such as a tax sale obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service. 

    (b) Use non-public information obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service, including 
information about customers or suppliers, for the personal profit of that employee or public official or anyone else. This 
includes, but is not limited to, taking advantage of such information by: 

        (1) Trading or providing information for others to trade in securities; 

         (2) Acquiring a real property interest of any kind, including but not limited to plant or office sites or adjacent 
properties; or 

         (3) Acquiring options to obtain interest in royalties, minerals, or real property for the purpose of obtaining mineral or 
royalty interest. 

§ 1-1-34. USE OF POSITION FOR GAIN. 

No Augusta-Richmond County public official or employee shall use his official position or office to obtain financial gain 



for himself. 

§ 1-1-35. UNAUTHORIZED PURCHASES. 

No purchases of materials, supplies, equipment and services shall be made in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or 
one of its departments, or through its purchasing department, except such as are required for official use by Augusta-
Richmond County or one of its departments. Purchases in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or a department for 
personal use by an individual or for other than official use are prohibited, and no Augusta-Richmond County funds will be 
expended or advanced therefore. 

§ 1-1-36. AGREEMENT OF CANDIDATES INVOLVING WORK OR APPOINTMENTS. 

It shall be unethical for any candidate for the office of mayor or commissioner to enter into any agreement or understanding 
with any person as to the disposal of any work or appointment which is or shall be under the control of the Commission. 

§ 1-1-37. PENALTIES AND SANCTIONS. 

    (a) Legal or disciplinary action by Commission. The Commission may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions 
against any Augusta-Richmond County public official, vendor, contractor, organization, or person in violation of these 
ethical standards or the Rules of Conduct set forth in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23. 

    (b) Legal or disciplinary action by Augusta-Richmond County Administrator. The Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions against any Augusta-Richmond County employee 
subject to the Administrator's supervision and control as defined in the Augusta-Richmond County Code, subject to the 
appropriate appeals process of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (c) Legal or disciplinary action by Elected/Constitutional Officers of Augusta-Richmond County. The Constitutional 
Officers and other Elected Officers of Augusta-Richmond County may take the appropriate legal and/or disciplinary 
actions against any employee under their supervision and control subject to the appropriate appeals process of Augusta-
Richmond County. 

    (d) Administrative penalties for employees. The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Constitutional/Elected 
Officer may impose any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on an Augusta-Richmond County employee 
for violations of the ethical standards in this Section as appropriate to the situation, subject to the Personnel Manual or 
other appropriate appeals procedures: 

       (1) oral or written warnings or reprimands; 

     (2) suspensions with or without pay for specified periods of time; or 

          (3) termination of employment. 

    (e) Administrative penalties for outside contractors/vendors. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may impose 
any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on a vendor/contractor or other person or organization for 
violations of these ethical standards: 



          (1) written warnings or reprimands; 

          (2) termination of contracts; or 

          (3) debarment or suspension as provided in § 1-10-65 (Authority to Debar or Suspend). 

§ 1-1-38. RECOVERY OF VALUE TRANSFERRED OR RECEIVED IN BREACH OF ETHICAL STANDARDS. 

    (a) General provisions. The value of anything transferred or received in breach of the ethical standards of this chapter or 
the Rules of Conduct set forth in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23 by an Augusta-Richmond County employee, 
public official, or a vendor/contractor or other person may be recovered from either party. 

    (b) Recovery of kickbacks by Augusta-Richmond County. Upon showing that a subcontractor made a kickback to a prime 
contractor or a higher tier subcontractor in connection with the award of a subcontract or order thereunder, it shall be 
conclusively presumed that the amount thereof was included in the price of the subcontract or order and ultimately borne 
by Augusta-Richmond County and will be recoverable hereunder from the recipient. In addition, that amount may also be 
recovered from the subcontractor making such kickbacks. Recovery from one offending party shall not preclude recovery 
from other offending parties. 

§ 1-1-39. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 

    (a) No employee or public official shall make any contribution of Augusta-Richmond County funds, property, or 
services to any political party or committee, or to any candidate for or holder of any office of the government--national, 
state, local, or foreign. 

    (b) Nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting the making of political contributions by any vendor/contractor or 
other person or organization to any candidate for public office, so long as the contribution is made without any agreement 
or understanding with regard to future or pending contracts or purchase orders. 

§ 1-1-40. REGISTRATION OF VENDORS MAKING GIFTS 

Any vendor who, either directly or through another person, makes a gift or gifts to one or more employees or public 
officials exceeding in the aggregate $100.00 in value during any calendar year shall file a disclosure report with the Clerk 
of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission in the form specified by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission listing 
the amount and date of receipt, the name and mailing address of any vendor making the gift, and the name, address, and 
position of each public employee or public official receiving such a gift. 

Each disclosure report required by subsection (a) of this section shall be filed with the Clerk of the Commission not later 
than February 1, 2001, and not later than February 1 of each year thereafter, and shall cover the preceding calendar year.

A report required by this section shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of the person filing such report or statement 
taken before an officer authorized to administer oaths. Each report required in a calendar year shall contain cumulative 
totals of all gifts which have been made or received and which are required to be reported. 

In addition to other penalties provided under this Article, a filing fee of $50.00 shall be imposed for each report that is filed 



late. In addition, a filing fee of $25.00 shall be imposed on the fifteenth day after the due date if the report has still not been 
filed.(Ord. # 6239, January 18, 2000)

 

CHAPTER 2

 

ADMINISTRATION

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

COMMISSION 

 

§ 1-2-1. SEAL.

A seal shall be prepared of and for the Commission for such uses as may be properly made thereof, the same to be of a 
circular form bearing a representation of the City Hall of the City of Augusta as of 1859 and bearing on the circumference 
thereof on the top the words Augusta-Richmond County and on the bottom Georgia.

§ 1-2-2. MEETING--TIME AND PLACE; COMMITTEES. 

    (a) All Commission's regular meetings shall be held on the first Tuesday of each month at 2:00 p.m. on the eighth floor 
assembly room, and a regular called meeting of the Commission shall be held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2:00 
p.m. in said assembly room.

    (b) If there is a necessity to change the time and date of the regular meeting of the Commission or of the regular called 
meeting, this shall be done by request of the Mayor or a majority of the members of the Commission, provided a majority 
of the Commissioners can attend the meeting which shall be held on a different date and shall be given the notice required 
herein.

    (c) The Commission may hold such additional meetings as shall be deemed necessary when called by the Mayor or a 
majority of the members of the Commission, provided all members shall have been notified at least twenty-four (24) hours 
in advance of the special meeting. Provided, further, that a majority of the Commission may convene the same in 
extraordinary session for emergency business, such as a natural disaster or civil disturbance, whenever in their judgment it 
may be necessary.



    (d) Any action taken at all committee meetings shall be placed on the agenda of the regular meeting, regular called 
meeting, or special meeting of the full Commission for approval of the action of the committee.

§ 1-2-3. MEETING--AGENDA. 

    (a) No business shall be transacted at the regular meeting or regular called meeting of the Commission on the first 
Tuesday and third Tuesday of each month that is not on the agenda by 9:00 a.m. on Thursday before such meeting; 
provided, however, business items may be added to the agenda after the deadline, with the unanimous consent of the 
members of the Commission present at such meeting.

    (b) All items must be placed on the agenda for any Committee of Commission of Augusta-Richmond County by 9:00 
a.m. on the Thursday prior to the regular meeting of such Committee.

    (c) An item may be removed from the agenda after 9:00 a.m. on the Thursday prior to the Tuesday of the regular 
Commission meeting with unanimous approval of the members of the Commission attending the regular meeting.

    (d) An item may be removed from the agenda prior to 9:00 a.m. on the Thursday prior to the Tuesday, of the regular 
Commission meeting upon the request of the commissioner, department head, or other individual party who was 
responsible for placing the item on the agenda.

    (e) No item pertaining to alcoholic beverage application shall be placed on the agenda within one (1) year from the date 
of the denial of the application by the Commission.

    (f) No item pertaining to zoning shall be placed on the agenda for the same zoning classification within one (1) year 
from the date of the denial of the application by the Commission.

§ 1-2-4. MEETINGS--MINUTES. 

The minutes of meetings of the Commission shall, at a minimum, briefly describe all statements made and shall record the 
actions taken by the Commission. Any statement shall be recorded in full at the request of a member of the Commission. A 
member of the Commission may incorporate an additional statement when the minutes are read. The minutes shall be read 
before they are approved as soon as is possible or feasible but in no case later than the next regular meeting of the 
Commission.

§ 1-2-5. ORDINANCES--REQUIRED READINGS. 

    (a) The caption of each ordinance shall be read previous to the adoption of the ordinance. All readings of every 
ordinance shall be by reading the caption of such ordinance only, unless some member of the Commission shall then and 
there demand that the entire ordinance be read. Upon such demand being made, the clerk shall read the entire ordinance. 
Except as provided in paragraph (b) hereof, all ordinances shall be read twice before final adoption.

    (b) Except for emergency ordinances or ordinances amending the Zoning Map for Augusta-Richmond County, or upon a 
unanimous vote of the Commission, no ordinance shall be adopted until it has been read or presented in written form at two 
meetings held not less than one week apart.



    (c) A resolution may be adopted at the same meeting at which it is introduced.

    (d) The affirmative vote of at least six (6) members of the Commission shall be required for the adoption of any 
ordinance or resolution. The passage of all ordinances or resolutions shall require the recording of "ayes" and "nays" and 
the names of the members of the Commission voting for and against each proposed ordinance or resolution or amendment 
thereto shall be entered in the minutes of the proceedings of the Commission.

§ 1-2-6. ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMISSION ACTION. 

All communications to persons, firms or corporations affected by actions taken at a called or regular meeting of the 
Commission shall be made by the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, informing them of the action taken.

§ 1-2-7. VACANCIES. 

Any appointment to fill an expired or a new term on any board or commission, which appointment is made by the 
Commission, shall not have less than six (6) votes of approval.

§ 1-2-8. PURCHASING POLICY. 

    (a) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall have the authority to approve all purchases requiring a bid or 
written quote when the following conditions have been met:

        (1) The item(s) have been previously approved in the budget adopted by the Commission;

        (2) All state and ordinances and regulations relative to purchasing have been complied with; and

        (3) The low bid meeting specifications is selected and does not exceed the budgeted amount by ten (10) percent and 
not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).

    (b) Purchases under the following conditions must be approved by the Commission in open meeting:

        (1) When other than the low bid is recommended for approval unless the low bid fails to meet specifications; or

        (2) When the recommended bid exceeds those funds budgeted for the purchase with the exception of subsection (a) 
(3) above.

    (c) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall submit a list of all bid items that have been approved to the 
Commission as soon as practical at the end of each month.

§ 1-2-9. MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS PROHIBITED FROM HOLDING OTHER OFFICE, CONTRACT, 
ETC., WITH AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY; EXCEPTIONS.

It shall be unlawful for the Mayor or any member of the Commission to hold any office, appointment or contract under the 



Commission, during the term for which he was elected, whereby such Mayor or member of the Commission may derive 
any profit or emolument from Augusta-Richmond County, except such office, appointment, or contract specifically 
authorized by the Commission. Such office, appointment or contract, not so authorized, shall be declared void, and no 
funds whatever from Augusta-Richmond County treasury shall be paid thereon. All funds received or collected by the 
Mayor or any member of the Commission from any such office, appointment or contract, not so authorized, shall be 
demanded from such Mayor or member of the Commission, and if not paid, suit shall be brought to collect the same in any 
court having jurisdiction thereof; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the Mayor or any member 
of the Commission from contracting with Augusta-Richmond County based upon sealed bids or proposals.

§ 1-2-10. USE OF EMPLOYEES FOR PERSONAL BENEFIT.

It shall be unlawful for any official, officer or employee of the Commission who has the control or direction of any 
employees or laborers of the Commission, to use any such employee or laborer for his own personal benefit or profit. Any 
person violating the terms of this section shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1 and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
subject to suspension or discharge by the Commission.

§ 1-2-11. VACANCIES ON AGENCIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS CREATED BY COMMISSION. 

    (a) The office of any member of any agency, board or commission created by the Commission for which the terms and 
conditions of office are not prescribed by state law shall be declared vacant upon such member of any agency, board or 
commission qualifying in a general primary or general election, or a special primary or special election, for any state, 
county or municipal office or qualifying for the House of Representatives or Senate of the United States. A vacancy created 
in any such office shall be filled by the governing authority of the county, or by the entity that otherwise is responsible for 
appointment of the position vacated.

    (b) This section shall not apply to the existing term of any member of an agency, board or commission created by the 
Commission, but shall apply to all future appointments made by the Commission to any agency, board or commission 
created by the Commission for which the terms and conditions of office are not prescribed by state law.

§ 1-2-12. PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCES, NOTICES, ETC.

It shall be the duty of the Mayor to have published in the official gazette or newspaper of Augusta-Richmond County the 
ordinances of the Commission, the proclamations of the Mayor and all other official notices of either the Commission or 
the Mayor ordered to be published by them, respectively; also, such other matters as the Mayor may deem advisable to 
publish. The ordinances of the Commission shall be published one time; all other matters shall be published such number 
of times as the Commission or the Mayor may direct. The Mayor shall have published in such official gazette or newspaper 
only the captions of the ordinances of the Commission and shall not have the bodies of such ordinances published.

§ 1-2-13.--§ 1-2-25. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 2 

 



MAYOR 

§ 1-2-26. POWERS, AUTHORITY AND DUTIES GENERALLY. 

The Mayor shall have and exercise the following duties, powers and authority:

    (a) He shall preside over all meetings of Commission, regular or special, whenever present;

    (b) He shall call a special meeting of Commission whenever five members of Commission, in writing, so request and he 
shall direct the clerk of Commission to send reasonable written notice of all such special meetings to each member thereof. 
He may also call a special meeting of the Commission or call any committee together at any time he deems necessary;

    (c) He shall be recognized as the head of the Augusta-Richmond County government for all ceremonial purposes and for 
the service of civil process;

    (d) He shall have the same right to speak at the meetings of the Commission as the members thereof, but may vote only 
to create or break a tie on all questions before the Commission. The Mayor shall not have the right to vote upon the 
question of appointments to the various committees;

    (e) The Mayor shall have and exercise the duties, powers and authority herein defined and specified and those imposed 
upon and vested in him by the acts of the General Assembly or by the Commission;

The Mayor, by authority of the Commission herein provided, also shall have authority:

    (f) To impose disciplinary action upon the Administrator after ratification by a majority of the Commission;

    (g) To examine all bills and accounts presented to the Commission;

    (h) To examine the digest of tax returns;

    (i) To examine the accounts, books and returns of all Augusta-Richmond County officers;

    (j) To examine all other matters and things connected with Augusta-Richmond County finances;

    (k) To appoint some competent person, whenever deemed necessary by him, to make any examination specified in 
paragraphs (g), (h), (i), and (j) of this section, and to report the result thereof to him;

    (l) To use all legal means to possess the Augusta-Richmond County Commission of all property belonging to Augusta-
Richmond County, whenever it can be identified as such property;

    (m) To give the Commission his views in the form of a message, on such subjects as in his opinion may be for the public 
interest or the necessary information of the Commission;



    (n) To use all lawful and proper means for the exercise of any power, or the discharge of any duty, devolved upon him 
by this Code, or by the Commission, or by any act of the General Assembly, for the good of Augusta-Richmond County.

§ 1-2-27. AUTHORITY AND DUTIES AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER. 

The Mayor shall be the chief executive officer of Augusta-Richmond County. It shall be his duty to have the ordinances 
and laws governing Augusta-Richmond County put in full force.

§ 1-2-28.--§ 1-2-29. RESERVED.

 

 

ARTICLE 3 

 

ADMINISTRATOR FOR AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY 

§ 1-2-30. OFFICE CREATED. 

    (a) There is hereby created the office of Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County.

    (b) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be elected/appointed by a majority vote of the Commission 
of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia, from nominations presented by the Mayor following the Commission approved 
recruitment process. The Mayor shall present the three top candidates for appointment, along with his recommendation. 
The Commission shall elect/appoint an Administrator from among the three candidates presented by the Mayor. Should 
none of the candidates be elected/appointed, then the Mayor shall nominate three new candidates from those who applied 
through the recruitment process.

    (c) The Administrator is employed at the pleasure of the Mayor and Commission and performs duties under the direction 
and supervision of the Commission through the Mayor. The Administrator maintains regular contact with the Mayor and 
through the Mayor keeps all Commission members informed on significant and/or controversial issues involving the 
government, its services, policies, and employees.

    (d) In the event of a vacancy in said office for any cause, the Commission may elect an Acting Administrator by a 
majority vote pending the election/appointment of an Administrator as provided in subsection (c) hereof.

§ 1-2-31. SUSPENSION, REMOVAL BY COMMISSION; HEARING. 

    (a) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County may be removed only by a majority vote of the Commission.

    (b) The Mayor is empowered to impose disciplinary action upon the Administrator after ratification by a majority of the 



Commission. In case of suspension or removal, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be given a written 
statement of the reasons for such action. He may, within five (5) days from receipt thereof, request a public hearing thereon 
before the Commission. Upon receipt of such request, a hearing shall be set not earlier than ten (10) days nor later than 
fifteen (15) days from the date of such request. Pending such hearing, and until final action has been taken thereon, the 
Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County may be suspended from office and all of the duties thereof performed by 
some other person designated by the Commission to perform such duties. The action of the Commission in suspending or 
removing the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be final.

§ 1-2-32. QUALIFICATIONS. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be chosen by the Commission solely upon the basis of his 
executive and administrative qualifications, with special reference to his actual experience in or knowledge of accepted 
practices in respect to the duties of his office, as hereinafter set forth. He shall be of good character and be of proven 
executive ability and experience. No person related by blood or marriage within the third degree to any member of the 
Commission shall be eligible for appointment as Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County. No member of the 
Commission, or holder of a public elective office in Augusta-Richmond County during the term of office for which he was 
elected, or for a period of one (1) year thereafter, shall be eligible for appointment as Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County.

§ 1-2-33. SALARY. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be paid an annual salary to be fixed by the Commission.

§ 1-2-34. BOND. 

Before entering upon his duties, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall give bond in a minimum amount of 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00), payable to Augusta-Richmond County, upon which bond action may be 
brought in the name of Augusta-Richmond County at the instance of the Commission, for any act of misfeasance, 
nonfeasance or malfeasance; the premium on such bond shall be paid out of Augusta-Richmond County treasury, and the 
bond shall be kept by the probate judge.

§ 1-2-35. OATH. 

Before entering upon his duties, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall take and subscribe an oath for the 
faithful performance of his duties under this Code, which oath shall be duly entered on the minutes of the Commission.

§ 1-2-36. DUTIES. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be the administrative officer of Augusta-Richmond County and 
head of the administrative branch of Augusta-Richmond County government. The Administrator shall be responsible to the 
Mayor and Commission for the proper administration of all affairs of Augusta-Richmond County, and his duties shall be as 
follow:

    (a) To recommend for appointment or removal all Augusta-Richmond County department heads, subject to the approval 
of the Commission, with the exception of the Augusta-Richmond County attorney, the Clerk of the Commission, the Equal 
Opportunity Officer, and the internal auditor, all of whom shall be appointed and discharged directly by the Commission;



    (b) Subject to the rules and regulations of the Commission, where applicable, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County shall be the appointing authority for all other Augusta-Richmond County employees whose appointment is now or 
hereinafter vested in the Commission, and shall have the right to employ and discharge the same;

    (c) To execute all lawful orders, directions, instructions, and all ordinances, resolutions and regulations adopted by the 
Commission consistent with this Code and entered upon the minutes of the Commission; in the execution of these matters, 
the Administrator shall keep the Mayor fully informed and shall coordinate with the Mayor to ensure that all laws, 
ordinances, and resolutions of Augusta-Richmond County are faithfully executed;

    (d) To have supervision over all departments or divisions of Augusta-Richmond County now or hereinafter subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Commission;

    (e) To attend all meetings of the Commission, with the right to take part in the discussion;

    (f) To prepare and to recommend salary scales for all employees;

    (g) To prescribe the duties and supervise the work of Augusta-Richmond County employees;

    (h) To require reports from heads of departments, and other employees trusted with administrative duties or exercising 
discretion;

    (i) To prepare and submit to the Mayor and Commission a proposed annual budget; when the budget has been prepared 
and adopted as provided by law by the Commission, it shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County to execute the budget; no department or office of Augusta-Richmond County government shall exceed the budget 
without the approval of the Commission;

    (j) To keep the Mayor and Commission fully advised on the financial conditions and future needs of Augusta-Richmond 
County and shall make such recommendations on Augusta-Richmond County affairs as the Administrator deems necessary 
for the efficient operation of Augusta-Richmond County;

    (k) To act as liaison between the Mayor and/or Commission and all Augusta-Richmond County department heads or 
employees of Augusta-Richmond County;

    (l) To confer with and assist all other elected or appointed officials of Richmond County, and all departments, such as 
Augusta-Richmond County health department, the Augusta-Richmond County Department of Family and Children 
Services, whose missions are not under the direct control and supervision of the Commission, but who are dependent upon 
the appropriations of the Commission for their continued operation;

    (m) To submit to the Mayor and Commission at the end of each fiscal year a complete report on the finances and 
administrative activities of Augusta-Richmond County for the preceding year;

    (n) To see that all legislation, programs, regulations or plans promulgated and required by the state or federal 
government are duly carried out and complied with in accordance with such legislation, programs, regulations or plans;



    (o) To perform such other duties as may be required of him by the Mayor and Commission.

§ 1-2-37. EXAMINATION OF DEPARTMENTS' BOOKS, RECORDS. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall have at all times the authority to examine all books and papers of 
each department of Augusta-Richmond County.

§ 1-2-38. DUTIES REGARDING PURCHASING; DELEGATION TO SUBORDINATES. 

Subject to rules established by the Mayor and Commission, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall 
authorize all purchases for Augusta-Richmond County, subject to the laws requiring advertisement and bids. He shall 
supervise the disbursement of all Augusta-Richmond County funds, and shall render such reports as may be required by the 
Commission. The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County may delegate purely administrative duties to subordinates 
in Augusta-Richmond County government whose work the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall supervise 
and direct; however, the designation or assignment of duties to subordinates shall not relieve the Administrator for Augusta-
Richmond County from his responsibilities for administration of Augusta-Richmond County affairs.

§ 1-2-39. POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall not engage in or be concerned with any partisan politics or any 
political campaign. He shall not contribute to any campaign fund or solicit funds for political purposes from any other 
person. He shall not appoint any relative as an employee of Augusta-Richmond County unless such relative shall qualify 
and become eligible for appointment under the rules of the Commission and be recommended by the Commission.

§ 1-2-40. TO DEVOTE FULL TIME TO DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall devote his entire time to the duties of his office and shall maintain 
his office at the courthouse or municipal building.

§ 1-2-41. GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES. 

    (a) As administrative officer, it shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County to conduct, 
supervise and administer all Augusta-Richmond County affairs, subject only to the general law, to rules prescribed by the 
Mayor and Commission, and subject to the right of the Mayor and Commission to review, repeal or modify any action of 
the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County which is contrary to the general law or such rules, by a vote of a majority 
of the Commission at any subsequent, regular or called meeting, when such vote thus reviewing, repealing or modifying the 
action of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be entered in writing on the minutes of the Commission.

    (b) The Administrator will assemble and provide necessary documentation for the Mayor and Clerk of the Commission 
to prepare the agenda for all Commission meetings.

    (c) The Administrator shall be responsible to the Mayor and Commission for the establishment of comprehensive, 
efficient and professional administered systems of:

        (1) Financial planning and control;



                (2) Personnel management, employee and supervisory training and compensation;

                (3) Equipment and supply purchasing and inventory control;

                (4) Equal employment opportunity;

                (5) Small and minority business opportunity;

                (6) Community land use, economic development and strategic planning; and

                 (7) Citizen information and service.

        (d) The Administrator shall prepare and present to the Mayor and Commission annually a public report on:

                (1) State of the community and government;

                (2) Accomplishments during the past year; and

                (3) Community and organization needs and objectives for the coming year.

        (e) The Administrator shall be the official spokesperson and representative of the Mayor and Commission with the 
Augusta-Richmond County government organization.

        (f) The Administrator shall have such other powers and duties as imposed on him by ordinance or by the 
Commission.

§ 1-2-42. DUTIES REGARDING PUBLIC WORKS. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall receive all requests for public work, road building, repairs to 
bridges and roads and public buildings, the construction of water and sewer mains, the opening, grading and improving of 
public roads and sidewalks. It shall be his duty to investigate and recommend to the Mayor and Commission a program for 
all such work, but nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County from 
performing immediately any work in an emergency that is necessary to protect the interests of Augusta-Richmond County 
or the citizens thereof. It shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County to receive and consider 
requests for appropriations of Augusta-Richmond County funds, all of which he shall investigate and report to the Mayor 
and Commission, with his recommendation thereon.

§ 1-2-43. RECEIVING AND TRANSMITTING REPORTS; USE OF AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY 
PROPERTY; CLAIMS AGAINST AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY. 

All requests and reports of Augusta-Richmond County officers shall be made to the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County for his approval or recommendation to the Mayor and Commission; all requests and reports of Augusta-Richmond 
County departments shall be presented to the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County for his recommendation to the 



Mayor and Commission; the use and disposition of Augusta-Richmond County property shall be under the supervision and 
direction of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, subject to approval by the Mayor and Commission; all 
claims against Augusta-Richmond County shall be presented to the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, who 
shall investigate same and report same to the Mayor and Commission, together with his recommendation thereon.

§ 1-2-44. TAX RECOMMENDATIONS. 

It shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, with the cooperation of Augusta-Richmond 
County comptroller, to investigate the tax digests and to recommend to the Mayor and Commission the levy of a sufficient 
tax upon all property of Augusta-Richmond County, which tax, together with all other sources of revenue which may 
lawfully be anticipated, shall be sufficient to balance the budget, after it has been adopted.

§ 1-2-45.--§ 1-2-59. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 4 

 

CLERK OF COMMISSION 

§ 1-2-60. ELECTION; BOND. 

The Commission shall elect an officer to be known as the Clerk of Commission, who shall give bond and security in the 
sum of ten thousand dollars for the faithful performance of his duties.

§ 1-2-61. DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The duties of the Clerk of Commission shall be as follows:

    (a) To attend every meeting of the Commission, regular or special, and all committee meetings;

    (b) To record regularly and fairly all the proceedings of the Commission, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose;

    (c) To have the custody and charge of all records, books and papers belonging to the Commission;

    (d) To carefully record in a book to be kept by him for that purpose all ordinances of the Commission, within ten days 
after the adoption thereof;

    (e) To carefully preserve the original ordinances of the Commission, and not allow them to leave his custody unless so 
directed by the Commission or the Mayor;

    (f) To issue, in the name of the Commission, or its appropriate committee, all summonses, subpoenas, writs, executions 



or processes required or permitted by this Code or by the Commission to be issued, and not specifically required to be 
issued by some other officer;

    (g) To notify the Augusta-Richmond County attorney, the Administrator and the reporters of all daily newspapers 
published in Augusta-Richmond County, of the meetings of the Commission, including all committees thereof, regular or 
special, and to notify each member of the Commission, for his information and guidance, of all meetings of the various 
committees of the Commission;

    (h) To perform such other duties as are required of him by this Code or by the Mayor and Commission.

§ 1-2-62. DEPUTY CLERK OF COMMISSION. 

The Commission shall elect an officer to be known as the deputy clerk of Commission. It shall be the duty of the deputy 
clerk, in the absence of the Clerk of Commission, to discharge the duties now required of the Clerk of Commission as 
defined by the preceding section, and to perform such other duties as may be required of him by the Mayor and 
Commission. The deputy clerk shall receive such compensation as the Commission may from time to time provide.

§ 1-2-63. CLERK PRO TEM. 

If the Clerk of Commission shall be absent from any meeting of the Commission and his deputy shall be also absent, the 
Commission shall appoint a clerk pro tem.

§ 1-2-64. RECORDS, FILES, ETC., IN OFFICE OR CUSTODY OF CLERK. 

    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to remove from the office or custody of the Clerk of Commission any record or 
document of any nature that the Commission has made it the duty of the Clerk of Commission to preserve or that by its 
nature requires preservation, without the consent of the Mayor and Commission.

    (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to change or mutilate in any way any record or document of any nature that the 
Commission has made it the duty of the Clerk of Commission to preserve or that by its nature requires preservation, 
without the consent of the Mayor and Commission.

    (c) Nothing herein shall prohibit the clerk from delivering any such record or document to any employee or official of 
Augusta-Richmond County for their official use, provided a record is maintained by the Clerk of the person to whom such 
record or document is delivered and the date same was delivered.

§ 1-2-65.--§ 1-2-92. RESERVED. 

 

ARTICLE 5 

 



AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY PROPERTY 

§ 1-2-93. COMMISSION OFFICE HOURS. 

All Augusta-Richmond County offices shall be open for the transaction of business with the public from 8:30 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m. daily Monday through Friday and for such other hours as directed by the Mayor and Commission. Such offices 
shall be closed for the transaction of business on Saturdays, Sundays and such holidays as may be determined by the 
Commission and at such other times as the Mayor may direct.

§ 1-2-94. COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE. 

All the equipment and office space used in the Commission administrative office shall be used for Augusta-Richmond 
County personnel or Commissioners only, and no other person whatsoever is allowed the use of any machines, or 
equipment, or office space in this administrative office without the approval of the Commission or the Administrator.

§ 1-2-95. INVENTORY.

Each of the county officials and departments having Augusta-Richmond County property in their custody shall keep a 
record in a bound book of itemized statements showing all of the property belonging to Augusta-Richmond County in their 
possession and custody. A copy of such record shall be furnished annually to the Administrator for the County's file.

§ 1-2-96. USE. 

No Augusta-Richmond County employee shall lend or lease any Augusta-Richmond County machinery or equipment to 
any person, firm or corporation.

§ 1-2-97. VEHICLES. 

All Augusta-Richmond County vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Commission, shall be subject to the policies, 
guidelines and/or Manuals approved by the Commission.

§ 1-2-98. VEHICLES DECALS.

Every motor vehicle which is owned or leased by Augusta, Georgia, or any department, agency, commission, or authority 
of Augusta, Georgia shall have affixed to the front door on each side of such vehicle a clearly visible decal to identify 
Augusta, Georgia as the government entity owning or leasing such vehicle.  The requirements of this Section shall not 
apply to:

    (a)    Any vehicle used for law enforcement or prosecution purposes; and

    (b)    Any vehicle assigned for the transportation of the Mayor.  (Ord. # 6435, November 20, 2001)

§ 1-2-99.--§ 1-2-102. RESERVED. 



ARTICLE 6 

 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT PLAN

§ 1-2-103. ADOPTED. 

    (a) The records of Augusta-Richmond County are public property and all these records contain information needed for 
varying lengths of time for the conduct of public business. Some of these records are essential for varying lengths of time 
for continuity of government or for the protection of the rights and privileges of our citizens and some of these records 
contain information that is essential as documentary evidence of our heritage. It is in the best interest of our citizens that an 
efficient and cost effective records management plan be adopted and implemented which will cause any records whose 
usefulness has ended to be destroyed and which will cause those records which have enduring value to be preserved.

    (b) The Record Retention Schedules for County Governments as prepared by the Georgia Department of Archives and 
History and approved by the State Records Committee, dated March 7, 1983, is hereby adopted as the records management 
plan for Augusta-Richmond County.

§ 1-2-104. LOCATION. 

The records retention schedules for Augusta-Richmond County shall be kept on file in the office of the Clerk for Augusta-
Richmond County and shall be available for public inspection during normal business hours.

§ 1-2-105. OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICER CREATED. 

The position of records management officer is hereby created; and the records management officer shall be the director of 
central services, who shall administer a records management program for Augusta-Richmond County under the direction of 
Augusta-Richmond County records committee.

§ 1-2-106. RECORDS COMMITTEE. 

There is hereby created Augusta-Richmond County records committee, which shall be composed of the following seven (7) 
members:

    (a) An Augusta-Richmond County commissioner designated by the Commission, who shall serve as Chairman of the 
committee.

    (b) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County.

    (c) The Augusta-Richmond County attorney.

    (d) The finance director.



    (e) The internal auditor.

    (f) The clerk of superior court.

    (g) The records management officer (director of central services).

State law reference: Records management programs for local governments, O.C.G.A. § 50-18-99.

§ 1-2-107. STANDARDS. 

The records retention schedules adopted herein shall be the common standards of Augusta-Richmond County.

§ 1-2-108. DUTIES OF COMMITTEE. 

It shall be the duty of Augusta-Richmond County records committee to review and recommend approval, disapproval or 
modification of records retention schedules to the Commission; and the records retention schedules adopted herein shall 
remain in effect until modified or changed by the Commission.

§ 1-2-109. ARCHIVAL DEPOSITORY.

The Commission shall designate an archival depository to store records determined to have permanent historical value.

§ 1-2-110. DISTRIBUTION OF SCHEDULES. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall distribute a copy of this article and the records retention schedules 
adopted herein and all amendments thereto to all elected officials and department heads throughout Augusta-Richmond 
County government.

§ 1-2-111. RETENTION OF RECORDS. 

Records requiring retention for several years will be transferred to Augusta-Richmond County records center for low-cost 
storage at the earliest possible date following creation, and a reference service will be provided by the records center for 
records deposited therein. Records may only be placed in the records center as provided in the approved records retention 
schedules as approved by the Commission.

§ 1-2-112.--§ 1-2-132. RESERVED.

 

CHAPTER 3

 



AVIATION COMMISSIONS

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

AUGUSTA AVIATION COMMISSION 

§ 1-3-1. CREATION; APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF MEMBERS; VACANCIES. 

There shall be a board consisting of ten (10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County 
Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two members) to be known as the Augusta Aviation Commission. Except as 
provided for herein, all members of the Augusta Aviation Commission shall be appointed by the Commission for terms of 
four (4) years. In case of a vacancy on such a commission for any cause prior to the expiration of the term of a member 
thereof, an appointment shall be made for the unexpired portion of such term. 

    (a) Except as provided herein, members of the Augusta Aviation Commission of Richmond County and the City of 
Augusta who were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors 
are appointed and qualified.

    (b) Current members of the Augusta Aviation Commission shall continue to serve until their terms expire and their 
successors are appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the 
districts as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Ed McIntyre District 1 3/31/98 

(2) Appointment TBA District 2 3/31/2000 

(3) Bernard Silverstein District 3 1/15/2003 

(4) George Sancken, Jr District 4 1/15/98 

(5) Joe Scott District 5 3/31/98 

(6) Charles Presley District 6 1/15/2000 

(7) Frank Dennis, Jr District 7 1/15/99 



(8) Edward Skinner District 8 1/15/2002 

(9) Rick Beard District 9 3/31/98 

(10) Lewis A. Newman District 10 1/15/2000 

 

    (c) The successors to the members representing Districts 1, 5, and 9 shall serve until March 31, 1998, or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

    (d) The successors to the members representing Districts 2, 4, 6, and 10 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

    (e) The successor to the member representing District 3 shall serve until 3/31/2005, or until his successor is appointed 
and qualified; the successor to the member representing District 7 shall serve until 3/31/2002, or until the successor is 
appointed and qualified; and the successor to the member representing District 8 shall serve until 3/31/2004, or until his 
successor is appointed and qualified. 

    (f) Members of the Aviation Commission appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those 
appointed in subsections (b), (c), and (d) hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors 
are appointed and qualified. 

    (g) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

    (h) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

    (i) The director of the Augusta Aviation Commission is hereby designated Augusta Aviation Officer and shall 
administer and enforce the provisions of the Aviation Law. 

§ 1-3-2. MAYOR TO BE EX OFFICIO MEMBER; MEMBER TO SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION. 

The mayor shall be an ex officio member of the Augusta Aviation Commission and all other members of such commission 
shall serve without compensation. 

§ 1-3-3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.

The Chairman of the Augusta Aviation Commission shall be elected annually by the Augusta Aviation Commission; 
provided, however, no member shall be eligible to serve as Chairman who has served two (2) consecutive full one-year 



terms as Chairman until more than one (1) year after the expiration of that person's last term of office as Chairman. (Ord. # 
6325, November 7, 2000) 

§ 1-3-4. QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS. 

All appointees to the Augusta Aviation Commission shall be citizens of Richmond County, who have had at least ten (10) 
years of business experience and have manifested some interest in the advancement of aviation. 

§ 1-3-5. POWERS AND DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The Augusta Aviation Commission shall take charge of Bush Field owned by Augusta-Richmond County, and all other 
property incidental to the operation of Bush Field, and such commission shall take all steps necessary toward constructing, 
improving and repairing an airport now owned and to be owned by Augusta-Richmond County, including the construction, 
alteration and repair of airport buildings and the removal, lowering, marking and lighting of airport obstructions. Such 
commission shall be empowered to acquire any lands or property interest necessary either for such construction or to 
protect such airports and the approaches thereto, make surveys, prepare plans and specifications for this purpose and to 
employ adequate personnel therefor. 

Such commission shall be authorized and empowered to enter into contracts with commercial air lines and other operators 
of aircraft for the use of any airport and airport facilities owned by Augusta-Richmond County and shall be authorized to 
make any and all necessary contracts and agreements with the federal government or any branch or agency thereof in 
connection with air mail service in connection with the operation of such airport. Such commission shall also make studies 
of and put into operation facilities to raise additional revenue in connection with such airports, such facilities to be operated 
by such commission or leased to responsible persons, whichever the commission deems most advantageous to Augusta-
Richmond County; provided, however, that any contract made by such commission exceeding a term of one (1) year shall 
be subject to the approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

§ 1-3-6. SAME--EMPLOYMENT OF AIRPORT MANAGER. 

The Augusta Aviation Commission shall employ an airport manager for the aviation fields operated by the Commission. 

§ 1-3-7. SAME--SAME--POWERS, DUTIES, SALARY, ETC., OF AIRPORT MANAGERS. 

Every airport manager appointed pursuant to the preceding section shall be paid a salary to be fixed by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission and shall have immediate supervision and control of Bush Field and related facilities and it 
shall be his duty to enforce all rules and regulations prescribed by the Augusta Aviation Commission, and such manager 
shall report to such Commission any violation thereof. He shall be charged with the duty of maintaining such airport and 
buildings thereon in good condition. The employment of such manager shall be purely on a temporary basis, subject to the 
will of the Augusta Aviation Commission, and no airport manager shall be considered a permanent employee. He shall be 
deemed to have accepted employment under these conditions (Ord #6148, (March 16,1999).

§ 1-3-8. TO MAKE MEETING RULES; REPORTS TO AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY COMMISSION; 
INSPECTION OF MINUTES AND DOCUMENTS. 

The Augusta Aviation Commission shall make its own rules with reference to meetings and shall make monthly reports to 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. All of their minutes and documents shall be readily available at all times to 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 



§ 1-3-8.1 DEFINITIONS 

The following words, terms and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this Article. 

        (a)    "Aircraft Arrival(s)" shall mean the arrival at the Airport of any Aircraft Operator's aircraft (including, without 
limitation, any flights conducted for aircrew training). As long as Aircraft Operator provides scheduled passenger or cargo 
service to the Airport, Aircraft Arrivals shall not include any flight that returns to the Airport because of maintenance, 
mechanical, or other precautionary reason, other than meteorological. 

        (b)    "Aircraft Operator" shall mean any entity operating aircraft into and out of the Airport under Part 121 or Part 135 
of the FARs, or the practical equivalent of said Parts and using the Terminal Building. 

        (c)    "Aircraft Parking Apron" means that portion of the Airfield located adjacent to the Concourse and depicted on 
Exhibit "A-1" hereof where Aircraft Operators park aircraft 

        (d)    "Aircraft Parking Position(s)" shall mean the location(s) on the Aircraft Parking Apron where aircraft are parked 
for the purpose of enplaning and deplaning passengers. 

        (e)    "Airfield" shall mean those portions of the Airport which provide for the landing, takeoff, taxiing, movement, or 
staging of aircraft including navigational aids, hazard designation and warning devices, airfield security roads, fencing, 
lighting, runway protection zones, aviation easements and interests in property utilized in connection therewith. 

        (f)    "Airport" shall mean the Augusta Regional Airport at Bush Field located in Augusta, Georgia

        (g)    "Air Transportation" shall mean the conduct of the business of commercial air transportation of persons, 
property, cargo and mail.

        (h)    "Certificated Maximum Gross Landing Weight" or "CMGLW" shall mean the current maximum allowable gross 
landing weight certified by the Federal Aviation Administration, expressed in 1,000 pound units or fraction thereof, of 
aircraft operated by an Aircraft Operator. 

           (i)     "Common Use Formula" shall mean the formula used to allocate the Common Use Requirement for a given 
Fiscal Year among the Aircraft Operators such that 100% of such Common Use Requirement is allocated among all 
Aircraft Operators in the proportion that each Aircraft Operator’s Enplaned Passengers at the Airport during the previous 
month bears to the Enplaned Passengers of all Aircraft Operators at the Airport during such month. 

             (j)     "Common Use Premises" shall mean the lobby area, baggage claim area, security check point area and any 
other areas in the Terminal Building used in common by Aircraft Operators together with all facilities, improvements and 
equipment which have been or may hereafter be provided for use in connection with such premises. The Common Use 
Premises in the Terminal Building are described on Exhibit "A-2". 

             (k)     "Concourse" shall mean the building connected to the Terminal Building and used to assemble and process 
Passengers. 

            (l)    "Concourse Gate Position" shall mean an Aircraft Parking Position, loading bridge (if any) and Passenger 



Hold Room in an area in the Concourse assigned to Aircraft Operator or another Aircraft Operators for the purpose of 
assembling and processing passengers. 

           (m)     "Contract Security" shall mean a contract bond, irrevocable letter of credit or other security acceptable to 
Augusta in an amount equal to three (3) months' rentals and landing fees payable by an Aircraft Operator under Section 1-3-
8.4 of this Ordinance. 

       (n)    "Deplaned Passengers" shall mean all passengers deplaned by an Aircraft Operator on aircraft operated at the 
Airport. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Enplaned Passengers shall also include persons for whom the 
Aircraft Operator has provided the particular air transportation on a substantially complimentary basis such as employees 
of an airline, family members of such employees, persons traveling on "buddy passes," employees of other airlines, and 
those passengers redeeming "frequent flyer" awards and travel vouchers. 

                (o)   "Enplaned Passengers" shall mean all passengers enplaned by an Aircraft Operator on aircraft operated at 
the Airport. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Enplaned Passengers shall also include persons for whom the 
Aircraft Operator has provided the particular air transportation on a substantially complimentary basis such as employees 
of an airline, family members of such employees, persons traveling on "buddy passes," employees of other airlines, and 
those passengers redeeming "frequent flyer" awards and travel vouchers. 

                (p)   "Exclusive Use Premises" shall mean those premises which have been licensed exclusively to an Aircraft 
Operator. The Exclusive Use Premises in the Terminal Building are described on Exhibit "A-3". 

                (q)     "Executive Director" shall mean the Executive Director of Augusta Regional Airport at Bush Field 
designated by Augusta to manage the Airport on its behalf and to act for Augusta or such person’s duly authorized 
designated representative. 

                (r)      "Fiscal Year" shall mean the twelve-month period beginning on the first day of January of any year, or 
such other twelve-month period as may later be adopted by Augusta as its Fiscal Year. 

                (s)      "Landing Fee(s)" shall mean the payment required of Aircraft Operator each month, without deduction or 
setoff, for the use of the Airfield. 

                (t)      "Landing Fee Rate" shall mean the rate multiplied by each 1,000 pounds of CMGLW or fraction thereof 
to calculate Landing Fees.

                (u)      "Preferential Assignment" shall mean the right of an Aircraft Operator to use certain Preferential Use 
Premises (including loading bridge(s) and other installed equipment where applicable) on a preferential but non-exclusive 
use basis.

                (v)      "Preferential Use Formula" shall mean the formula used to allocate the Preferential Use Requirement for 
a given Fiscal Year among the Aircraft Operators assigned to use the Preferential Use Premises such that one-half of such 
Preferential Use Requirement is allocated among the such users of the Preferential Use Premises in the proportion that each 
such user’s Enplaned Passengers at the Airport during the previous month bears to the Enplaned Passengers of such users 
during such month.



                (w)      "Preferential Use Premises" shall mean the passenger hold rooms, loading bridge(s), if any, and the 
Airport Parking Position that have been licensed to a specific Aircraft Operator on a preferential use basis together with all 
facilities, improvements, equipment and services which have been or may hereafter be provided for use in connection with 
such premises. The Preferential Use Premises at the Airport are described on Exhibit "A-1". 

                (x)      "Premises" shall mean the Exclusive Use, Preferential Use, and Common Use Premises licensed to a 
specific Aircraft Operator.

                (y)      "Rental Rate" shall mean the annual charge per square foot for the space licensed to the Aircraft 
Operators.

                (z)       "Terminal Building" shall mean the Airport’s passenger terminal building, exclusive of the Concourse, 
as depicted on Exhibit "A-2".

                (aa)      "Terminal Rental" shall mean the aggregate of monthly payments required of a specific Aircraft 
Operators in each Fiscal Year for the license granted such Operator to occupy specific Premises in the Terminal Building. 

               (bb)      "Total Landed Weight" shall mean the sum of CMGLW of all Aircraft Arrivals over a stated period of 
time. 

§ 1-3-8.2 EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall become effective as of July 1, 2001 (the "Effective Date") and shall continue in effect until 
superceded by a replacement ordinance or by an agreement between the Aircraft Operators serving the Airport and 
Augusta. 

§ 1-3-8.3 PRIVILEGES 

Rights. Each Aircraft Operator is hereby granted the right to operate an Air Transportation system at the Airport for the 
carriage of persons, property and mail, including all activities reasonably necessary to such operation. 

Premises. In connection with the operation of its Air Transportation system, Augusta does hereby grant to each Aircraft 
Operator a month to month license to use the premises in the Terminal Building set forth below. By using and occupying 
the Premises, an Aircraft Operator acknowledges that satisfied with the condition of the Premises and does hereby release 
and forever discharge Augusta from all liens and liability, damages and costs arising out of the use of the Premises. 

Exclusive Use Premises. Each Aircraft Operator serving the Airport shall be granted a license to use the premises in the 
Terminal Building assigned for its exclusive use. The exact amount and location of the exclusive use premises assigned to 
each Aircraft Operator as of the Effective Date is set forth on Exhibit "A-3". 

Preferential Use Premises. Each Aircraft Operator serving the Airport shall be granted a license to use the Preferential Use 
Premises assigned to such Operator by the Executive Director (together with all facilities, improvements, equipment and 
services which have been or may hereafter be provided for use in connection with such premises), subject to the rights of 
Augusta and other Aircraft Operators to use such facilities jointly. The exact amount and location of the premises assigned 
to each Aircraft Operator on a preferential use basis as of the Effective Date is set forth on Exhibit "A-1". 



Augusta retains the right to permit any Aircraft Operator without sufficient Concourse Gate Positions for its flight 
operations to use a Concourse Gate Position over which an Aircraft Operator has a Preferential Assignment, provided that 
such Concourse Gate Position is not required by the Aircraft Operator with the Preferential Assignment for one of its 
scheduled flights. 

If an Aircraft Operator is required by the Executive Director to move its aircraft from an Aircraft Parking Position to 
accommodate another Aircraft Operator, such relocation shall be at the cost and expense of such other Aircraft Operator 
and the Executive Director shall designate a paved aircraft parking space in a reasonably convenient area of the Airport to 
accommodate the relocated aircraft. 

Common Use Premises. Each Aircraft Operator serving the Airport is hereby granted a license to use the Common Use 
Premises (together with all facilities, improvements, equipment and services which have been or may hereafter be provided 
for use in connection with such premises) in common with other Aircraft Operators serving the Airport. The exact amount 
and location of the Common Use Premises is set forth on Exhibit "A-3". 

Surrender of Possession. Each Aircraft Operator shall perform normal maintenance in its Premises and keep such premises 
in good clean and sanitary condition. An Aircraft Operator that vacates its Premises shall yield and deliver possession of 
the Premises to Augusta in clean and good condition, except for reasonable wear and tear and insured casualty. An Aircraft 
Operator may remove its trade fixtures from the Premises but shall be responsible for and pay to Augusta the amount 
reasonably determined by Augusta to be the cost of repairing any damage caused by the removal of such trade fixtures. 

§ 1-3-8.4 SPACE RENTALS AND USE CHARGES 

`    (a) Terminal Building Space Rentals. Each Airport Operator shall pay Terminal Rent to Augusta for its Premises, 
facilities, rights, licenses and privileges hereunder at (i) the Rental Rate per square foot for its Exclusive Use Premises, (ii) 
its proportionate share of the Preferential Use Requirement pursuant to the Preferential Use Formula, and (iii) its 
proportionate share of the Common Use Requirement pursuant to the Common Use Formula. The amounts required to 
calculate such rental are set forth below: 

Rental Rate for Exclusive Use Premises $30.00 per square foot 

Preferential Use Requirement $30.00 per square foot 

Common Use Requirement $30.00 per square foot 

Landing Fees. Each Aircraft Operator shall pay Landing Fees to Augusta for its use of the Airfield at the Airport at an 
annual landing fee rate of $1.50 per CMGLW. 

Monthly Report. Each Aircraft Operator shall furnish to Augusta on or before the 10th day of each month a true and 
accurate written report in a form satisfactory to the Executive Director showing the number of its Enplaned and Deplaned 
Passengers, Aircraft Operator's total number of Aircraft Arrivals by type of aircraft, CMGLW of each type of aircraft and 
the weight of air mail and air cargo (if any) loaded and unloaded by Aircraft Operator at the Airport during the immediately 
preceding month and a report of its percentage of on-time arrivals and departures to and from the Airport. If an Aircraft 
Operator should fail to furnish the required information to Augusta on or before the tenth (10th) day of such month, the 
Executive Director may estimate the missing information using any reasonable method. For example, the Executive 
Director may use an Aircraft Operator’s published schedule, the FAA's tower logs for the Airport, Aircraft Operator’s past 
history at the Airport or any other available information to reasonably approximate an Aircraft Operator’s CMGLW. 



Should the defaulting Aircraft Operator subsequently deliver to Augusta the required report for the month in question 
containing information which differs from the Executive Director’s estimate, the Executive Director may, but shall not be 
required to, make an adjustment to the fees payable by the defaulting Aircraft Operator based upon the late information. 
Any resulting deficits or credits from the recalculation shall be applied to the Aircraft Operator’s Terminal Rental or 
Landing Fee requirement as appropriate for the next succeeding month. 

Upon the request of the Executive Director each Aircraft Operator shall provide the Executive Director with a certification 
of the then current CMGLW for each aircraft type which it operates. 

Invoicing Terminal Rentals and Aircraft Parking Apron Rentals. Each month, in advance, Augusta will invoice each 
Aircraft Operator for the Terminal Rental applicable to its Premises. Airline shall also be invoiced monthly for and be 
required to pay its proportionate share of the rental for its use of the Preferential Use Premises and the Common Use 
Premises as determined by application of the Preferential Use Formula and the Common Use Formula. 

Invoicing Landing Fees. Upon receipt of the report referred to in subsection (c) above, Augusta will invoice each Aircraft 
Operator for Landing Fees computed by multiplying the CMGLW of all such Aircraft Operator's Aircraft Arrivals at the 
Airport during the preceding calendar month by the Landing Fee Rate. 

Payment of Invoices. All invoices for Terminal Rentals, Aircraft Parking Apron Fees, Landing Fees and other fees and 
charges shall be due and payable by the thirtieth (30th) day after the receipt of Augusta's invoice. Any invoice not paid by 
the thirtieth (30th) day after receipt of Augusta’s invoice shall be in default and shall be increased by a late charge per day 
in the amount of 1/20th of one percent per day of the fees and charges invoiced, assessed from the thirty first (31st) day 
after the date of receipt of Augusta's invoice until the date payment is received by Augusta. 

Augusta's invoice and Airline's payment shall be deemed to have been received as of the third (3rd) day after the date the 
same is postmarked as having been deposited in first class, United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the last 
known address of Augusta, or Aircraft Operator. 

Contract Security. Unless Aircraft Operator has provided regularly scheduled passenger flights to and from the Airport for 
the eighteen (18) months prior to the Effective Date of this Ordinance during which period such Aircraft Operator was not 
in default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport, such Aircraft Operator shall provide Augusta on the 
Effective Date (or the date upon Aircraft Operator commences service at the Airport) with Contract Security to guarantee 
the faithful performance by Aircraft Operator of its obligations under this Ordinance and the payment of all fees and 
charges due hereunder. Aircraft Operator shall be obligated to maintain such Contract Security in effect until the expiration 
of eighteen (18) consecutive months (including any period prior to the Effective Date of this Ordinance during which such 
Aircraft Operator provided regularly scheduled passenger flights to and from the Airport) during which such Aircraft 
Operator is not in default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport. Such Contract Security shall be in 
such form and with such company licensed to do business in the State of Georgia as shall be acceptable to Augusta in its 
reasonable discretion. In the event that any such Contract Security shall be for a period of less than the full 18 month period 
described above, or if such Contract Security may be canceled, then the Aircraft Operator shall provide a renewal or 
replacement Contract Security for the period following the expiration or cancellation of such Contract Security previously 
provided at least sixty (60) days prior to the date on which such previous Contract Security expires or at least sixty (60) 
days prior to the effective date of such cancellation. 

Default. If at any time an Aircraft Operator shall default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport, 
Augusta shall have the right, by written notice to such Aircraft Operator given at any time within ninety (90) days of such 
default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport, to impose or reimpose the requirements of subsection 
(g) on such Aircraft Operator. In such event, the defaulting Aircraft Operator shall within ten (10) days from its receipt of 



such written notice, provide Augusta with the required Contract Security and shall thereafter maintain such Contract 
Security in effect until the expiration of a period of eighteen (18) consecutive months during which such Aircraft Operator 
is not in default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport. The requirement to post Contract Security in 
the event of a default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to Augusta shall be in addition to all other rights and 
remedies available to Augusta to enforce payment or satisfaction of the defaulting Aircraft Operator’s obligation. 

§ 1-3-8.5 INDEMNITY AND INSURANCE. 

Upon entering the Airport and as an express condition for licenses granted to an Aircraft Operator, each Aircraft Operator 
agrees as follows:

    (a) Indemnity. Each Aircraft Operator shall indemnify, protect, defend and hold completely harmless Augusta, its 
members, officers, employees and agents from and against any and all liabilities (including without limitation, liability 
under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 9601, et.seq., or any 
other federal, state or local environmental statute, ordinance, regulation or rule), losses, suits, claims, demands, judgments, 
fines, penalties, damages, costs and expenses (including all costs for investigation and defense thereof, including but not 
limited to court costs, expert fees and reasonable attorneys’ fees prior to or after institution of legal proceedings and at both 
trial and appellate levels) which may be incurred by, charged to or recovered from any of the foregoing, (i) by reason or on 
account of damage to or destruction of the property of Augusta, or any property of, injury to or death of any person, 
resulting from or arising out of use, occupancy, or maintenance of such Aircraft Operator’s Premises or any improvements 
thereto, of such Aircraft Operator’s operations thereon, or any environmental matters relating thereto or the acts or 
omissions of such Aircraft Operator’s officers, agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, invitees or licensees, 
regardless of where the damage, destruction, injury or death occurred, except to the extent that such liability, loss, suit, 
claim, demand, judgment, fine, penalty, cost or expense was proximately caused solely by the negligence or willful 
misconduct of Augusta or any person other than such Aircraft Operator or its officers, agents, employees, contractors, 
subcontractors, invitees or licensees. The Executive Director shall give such Aircraft Operator reasonable notice of any 
such claims or actions. The provisions of this section shall survive the expiration or earlier termination of the term of this 
Ordinance with respect to any acts or omissions occurring during the term.

The foregoing provisions of this section are not intended and shall not be construed to limit in any manner whatsoever the 
protection or benefits to which Augusta otherwise would be entitled as an additional insured under any liability insurance 
policy maintained or required to be maintained by an Aircraft Operator hereunder.

    (b) Liability Insurance Requirements. Each Aircraft Operator shall, at its own costs and expense, purchase, carry and 
keep in force during the term of this Ordinance automobile liability insurance (any auto, including owned autos, non-autos 
and hired autos), commercial general liability insurance (including, but not limited to premises/operations, 
products/completed operations, contractual, independent contractors, broad form property damage, and personal injury 
coverage, as applicable, and such other coverage as may from time to time as may be requested by Augusta, from time to 
time) and environmental liability coverage (including without limitation, liability under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 9601, et.seq., or any other federal, state or local environmental 
statute, ordinance, regulation or rule), protecting such Airline Operator, Augusta, its members, officers, employees and 
agents of each, each of whom shall be named as additional insureds, from and against any and all liabilities arising out of or 
relating to such Aircraft Operator’s use and occupancy of the Premises, or the conduct of its operations on the Airport 
(whether such operations are by such Aircraft Operator or its direct air carriers or contractors, or their agents, 
representatives or employees) and in such form and with such company or companies approved for issuance in the State of 
Georgia as Augusta may reasonably approve, with a combined single limit (or its equivalent) per occurrence of not less 
than the amount $100,000,000, with a deductible reasonably acceptable to Augusta, with a waiver of any right of 
subrogation that the insurer may have against Augusta, with contractual liability coverage for such Aircraft Operator’s 
covenants to and indemnification of Augusta under this Ordinance and with the insurance company obligated to use 



counsel reasonably acceptable to Augusta in carrying out its obligations to Augusta. This insurance shall provide that it is 
primary insurance as respects any other valid and collectible insurance Augusta may possess, including any self-insured 
retention or deductible Augusta may have, and that any other insurance Augusta does possess shall be considered excess 
insurance only. This insurance shall also provide that it shall act for each insured and each additional insured as though a 
separate policy has been written for each; PROVIDED, however, that this provision shall not operate to increase the policy 
limits of the insurance.

Each Aircraft Operator shall purchase and maintain fire and extended coverage insurance on, or shall self-insure, its 
contents, improvements, modifications, equipment, furnishings, betterments and other incidental personal property. 

The Aircraft Operators hereby releases and discharges Augusta from all claims or liabilities arising from or caused by fire 
or other casualty covered by insurance in effect on the Terminal Building or contents and personal property in, at or on the 
Terminal Building. All such policies shall include a waiver of subrogation with respect to the provisions of this Ordinance 
to the extent permitted by each party's insurance carrier. 

No Aircraft Operator shall do or permit to be done any act or thing upon the Airport which will invalidate or conflict with 
any outstanding insurance policies. 

Workers Compensation Insurance. If the nature of an Aircraft Operator's use or business operations on the Airport is such 
as to place any or all of its employees or any leased employees under the coverage of local workers' compensation or 
similar statutes, such Aircraft Operator shall obtain and also keep in force, at its expense, workers' compensation or similar 
insurance with a company or companies acceptable to Augusta affording the required statutory coverage and containing the 
requisite statutory limits. 

Certificate(s) of Insurance. At least three (3) business days prior to the commencement of the term of this Ordinance and at 
least ten (10) days prior to the expiration of any policy or policies heretofore provided hereunder by each Aircraft Operator, 
each Aircraft Operator shall cause its insurer to furnish Augusta with a certificate(s) of insurance, evidencing all of the 
required insurance coverage. Such certificate(s) shall provide that the policies of insurance referred to therein shall not be 
subject to cancellation, lapse or other material change except after delivery of written notice by certified or registered mail 
to Augusta at least thirty days prior to the effective date of such cancellation or material change. Each Aircraft Operator, no 
later than thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of such cancellation, lapse or material change shall provide Augusta 
with substitute certificate(s) of insurance complying with this Article. 

Each Aircraft Operator understands and agrees that the minimum limits of the insurance required in this Article may 
become inadequate during the period this Ordinance is in effect, and further agrees that Augusta may raise such minimum 
requirements to then current airport industry standards. 

If at any time an Aircraft Operator shall fail to obtain and maintain in force the insurance required herein, Augusta may but 
shall have no obligation to, on written notice to such Aircraft Operator, obtain such insurance for such Aircraft Operator’s 
account and obtain reimbursement within thirty (30) days. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Augusta may elect to terminate 
this the Aircraft Operator’s rights under this Ordinance immediately upon the failure to provide such insurance. 

    (e) Waiver of Damage. Each Aircraft Operator hereby expressly waives and releases any cause of action or right of 
recovery for compensation for any and all loss or damage sustained by reason of any fire, defect, deficiency or impairments 
of any of the services in or to the Premises or the Airport, including, but not limited to, electrical power, gas, telephone 
service, steam, heating, air conditioning, water supply, drainage or sewage systems, or from wires leading to or inside of 
any space or structure, or by reason of any loss resulting from the failure of any such system or facility unless such loss or 
damage is due to the negligence or willful misconduct of Augusta or its officers, agents or employees. 



§ 1-3-8.6 ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

By continuing to serve the Airport and paying the appropriate fee each Aircraft Operator acknowledges that it understands 
and will comply with the terms and conditions contained in this Ordinance. (Ord. #6407, July 3, 2001) 

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

GENERAL AVIATION COMMISSION 

§ 1-3-9. CREATION; APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF MEMBERS; VACANCIES. 

There shall be a board consisting of ten (10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County 
Legislative Delegation choose to appoint

(two members) to be known as the General Aviation Commission. Except as provided herein, all members of the General 
Aviation Commission shall be appointed by the Commission for terms of four (4) years. In case of a vacancy on such a 
commission for any cause prior to the expiration of the term of a member thereof, an appointment shall be made for the 
unexpired portion of such term.

    (a) Except as provided herein, members of the General Aviation Commission of the City of Augusta who were serving 
on said commission on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed and 
qualified.

    (b) Current members of the General Aviation Commission serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until 
their successors are appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent 
the districts as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Richard Isdell District 1 1/14/2002

(2) Linda Roberts District 2 3/31/2000

(3) Robert Moore District 3 1/14/2000

(4) Michael Cooper District 4 3/31/2000



(5) Appointment TBA District 5 3/31/98

(6) Bert Harbin District 6 1/1/98

(7) Marcie Wilhelmi District 7 1/14/2000

(8) R.A. McElmurry, Jr. District 8 3/31/2000

(9) Appointment TBA District 9 3/31/98

(10) Braye Boardman District 10 3/31/2000

 

    (c) The successor to the member representing District 6 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.

        (d) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections (b) and (c) hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified.

        (e) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed.

        (f) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year.

§ 1-3-10. MAYOR TO BE EX OFFICIO MEMBER; MEMBER TO SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION. 

The mayor shall be an ex officio member of the General Aviation Commission and all other members of such commission 
shall serve without compensation.

§ 1-3-11. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.

The Chairman of the General Aviation Commission shall be elected annually by the General Aviation Commission.

§ 1-3-12. QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS. 

All appointees to the General Aviation Commission shall be citizens of Augusta-Richmond County who have at least ten 



(10) years business experience and have manifested some interest in the advancement of aviation.

§ 1-3-13. POWERS AND DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The General Aviation Commission shall take charge of Daniel Field and all other property incidental to the operation of 
Daniel Field owned by Augusta-Richmond County, and such commission shall take all necessary actions toward the 
construction, improving and repairing of such facility, including the construction, alteration and repair of buildings and the 
removal, lowering, marking and lighting of airport obstructions. Such commission shall be empowered to acquire any lands 
or property interest necessary either for construction or to protect such airports and the approaches thereto, make surveys 
and prepare plans and specifications for this purpose and to employ adequate personnel therefor.

The General Aviation Commission shall be expressly authorized and empowered to enter into contracts with airlines and 
other operators of aircraft for the use of such airport and airport facilities and shall be authorized to make the necessary 
contracts and agreements with the federal government or any branch or agency thereof in connection with air mail service 
in connection with the operation of such facility. Such commission shall also make studies of and put into operation 
facilities to raise additional revenue in connection with such facility, such facility to be operated by such commission or 
leased to a responsible person, whichever the commission deems most advantageous to Augusta-Richmond County; 
provided, that any contract made by such commission exceeding a term of one (1) year shall be subject to the approval of 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission.

§ 1-3-14. AIRPORT MANAGER-EMPLOYMENT. 

The General Aviation Commission shall have the discretion of employing an airport manager for Daniel Field.

§ 1-3-15. SAME-POWERS, DUTIES, SALARY, ETC. 

Should the General Aviation Commission appoint any airport manager pursuant to the preceding section, such manager 
shall be paid a salary to be fixed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission and shall have immediate supervision and 
control of Daniel Field and related facilities and it shall be his duty to enforce all rules and regulations prescribed by such 
Commission, and such manager shall report to such Commission any violation thereof. He shall be charged with the duty of 
maintaining such airport and buildings thereon in good condition. (Ord. #6147, March 16,1999). 

§ 1-3-16. MEETING RULES; REPORTS TO AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY COMMISSION; INSPECTION 
OF MINUTES AND DOCUMENTS. 

The General Aviation Commission shall make its own rules with reference to meetings and shall make monthly reports to 
the Commission. All of their minutes and documents shall be readily available at all times to the Commission. 

ARTICLE 3 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO DANIEL FIELD 

§ 1-3-17.--§ 1-3-18. RESERVED.



§ 1-3-19. WHEN AIRCRAFT MAY BEGIN A TAKE-OFF.

It shall be unlawful for any aircraft to begin a take-off until there is no risk of collision with landing aircraft and until 
preceding aircraft are clear of the field. 

§ 1-3-20. HEIGHT OF AIRCRAFT WHEN OVER URBAN SERVICES DISTRICT OR ASSEMBLY OF 
PERSONS. 

Except when necessary for takeoff or landing, no person may operate an aircraft below the following altitudes: 

    (a) Anywhere. An altitude allowing, if a power unit fails, an emergency landing without undue hazard to persons or 
property on the surface. 

    (b) Over congested areas. Over any congested area of Richmond County, or over any open air assembly of persons, an 
altitude of 1,000 feet above the highest obstacle within a horizontal radius of 2,000 feet of the aircraft. 

    (c) Over other than congested areas. An altitude of 500 feet above the surface, except over open water or sparsely 
populated areas. In those cases, the aircraft may not be operated closer than 500 feet to any person, vessel, vehicle, or 
structure. 

    (d) Helicopters. Helicopters may be operated at less than the minimums prescribed in paragraph (b) or (c) of this section 
if the operation is conducted without hazard to persons or property on the surface. In addition, each person operating a 
helicopter shall comply with any routes or altitudes specifically prescribed for helicopters by the Administrator. 

§ 1-3-21. RIGHT TO USE OF FIELD BY LANDING AIRCRAFT. 

When landing and maneuvering in preparation to land, the aircraft at the greater height shall be responsible for avoiding the 
aircraft at the lower height, and shall, as regards landing, avoid all stationary aircraft, although a landing plane has the right 
of way over planes moving on the ground or taking off. 

§ 1-3-22. AIRCRAFT MOORED ON FLYING FIELD TO DISPLAY LIGHT AT NIGHT. 

Between one-half (½) hour after sunset and one-half (½) hour before sunrise all aircraft not in a hangar and which are 
moored or anchored on the flying field, shall show a white light visible for at least one (1) mile in all directions. 

§ 1-3-23. TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONS FOR HIRE. 

No private, commercial or industrial pilot shall transport any person for hire or reward until such pilot first exhibits to the 
airport manager the proper license as prescribed by the rules of the United States Department of Transportation. 

§ 1-3-24. ACROBATIC FLYING. 

No person shall acrobatically fly an aircraft from or over any aviation field under the jurisdiction of Augusta-Richmond 
County without the consent in writing of the Mayor and the airport management. 



§ 1-3-25. DROPPING OBJECTS FROM AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT. 

Except when necessary to the personal safety of the pilot, passengers or crew, when aircraft is in flight the pilot shall not 
drop or release, or permit any person to drop or release, any object or thing which may endanger life or injure property. 

§ 1-3-26. FLEXIBILITY OF PRECEDING REGULATIONS. 

The provisions of the preceding sections of this article may be deviated from when special circumstances render a 
departure necessary to avoid immediate danger or when such departure is required because of stress of weather conditions 
or other unavoidable cause. 

§ 1-3-27. REGULATIONS TO BE POSTED. 

A copy of the sections of this chapter regulating aircraft shall be posted in one or more conspicuous places on every flying 
field over which Augusta-Richmond County may have jurisdiction and suitable protection from the weather shall be 
provided in order to keep the contents thereof legible and distinctive. 

§ 1-3-28. RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGES AT FLYING FIELDS. 

Whenever any property damages occur at any flying field over which Augusta-Richmond County may have jurisdiction, 
which damages are caused by the negligence of aviators, automobile drivers or others, the person causing such damages 
shall be held responsible to Augusta-Richmond County. 

 

ARTICLE 4 

 

AIRPORT APPROACH AND TURNING ZONES AT DANIEL FIELD 

§ 1-3-29. DEFINITIONS.

When used in this article, the following terms shall have the meaning ascribed to them by this section unless the context 
otherwise requires: 

    (a) Airport. The Daniel Aviation Field Municipal Airport. 

    (b) Airport hazard. Any structure or tree or use of land which obstructs the airspace required for the flight of aircraft in 
landing or taking off at the airport or is otherwise hazardous to such landing or taking off of aircraft. 

    (c) Nonconforming use. Any structure, tree or use of land which does not conform to a regulation prescribed in this 
chapter or an amendment thereto, as of the effective date of such regulation. 

    (d) Structure. Any object constructed or installed by man, including but not limited to buildings, towers, smokestacks 



and overhead transmission lines. 

    (e) Landing area. The area of the airport used for the landing, take-off or taxiing of aircraft. 

    (f) Tree. Any object of natural growth. 

       (g) Map. The airport approach standards map. 

§ 1-3-30. MAP TO BE FILED, ETC. 

A copy of the airport approach standards map shall be filed in the office of the Clerk of the Commission and be available 
for inspection upon request. 

§ 1-3-31. TO BE ESTABLISHED. 

All the land within the boundaries of the airport and within two (2) miles of the landing area of the airport shall be divided 
into airport approach zones and airport turning zones. The inner area of the airport approach zones shall be as shown on the 
map. The turning zones and the outer area of the airport approach zones shall be that area within two (2) miles of the 
boundaries of the landing area and the inner area of the airport approach zones. 

§ 1-3-32. HEIGHT LIMITS. 

Except as otherwise provided in this article no structure or tree shall be erected, altered, allowed to grow or maintained in 
any airport approach zone or airport turning zone to a height in excess of the following height limits: 

    (a) Inner area airport approach zones. As shown on map. 

    (b) Outer area airport approach zones. One hundred and fifty (150) feet above the elevation of the boundaries of the 
airport landing areas. 

    (c) Turning zones. One hundred and fifty (150) feet above the elevation of the boundaries of the airport landing areas. 

§ 1-3-33. RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF LAND WITHIN. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, no use may be made of land within any airport approach zone or 
airport turning zone in such a manner as to create electrical interference with radio communication between the airport and 
aircraft, make it difficult for flyers to distinguish between airport lights and others, result in glare in the eyes of flyers using 
the airport, impair the visibility in the vicinity of the airport or otherwise endanger the landing, taking off or maneuvering 
of aircraft. 

§ 1-3-34. EXISTING NONCONFORMING USES; STRUCTURES BEGUN BEFORE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
ARTICLE. 

The regulations prescribed in §§ 1-3-25 and 1-3-26 of this Chapter shall not be construed to require the removal, lowering 
or other change or alteration of any nonconforming use not conforming to the regulations as of the effective date hereof or 



otherwise to interfere with the continuance of any nonconforming use, and nothing contained in this article shall require 
any change in the construction, alteration, or intended use of any structure, the construction or alteration of which was 
begun prior to the effective date of this article, and is diligently prosecuted and completed within two (2) years thereof. 

§ 1-3-35. PERMIT REQUIRED TO ALTER, ERECT, ETC., STRUCTURES, CHANGE USE OF LAND, ETC., 
THEREIN--GENERALLY. 

No material change shall be made in the use of land, and no structure or tree shall be erected, altered, planted or otherwise 
established in any airport approach zone or airport turning zone unless a permit therefor shall have been applied for and 
granted. 

§ 1-3-36. SAME--APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS; WHEN PERMITS TO BE GRANTED. 

Every application for a permit required by the preceding section shall indicate the purpose for which the permit is desired 
with sufficient particularity to permit it to be determined whether the resulting use, structure or tree would conform to the 
regulations prescribed in this article. If such determination is in the affirmative, the permit applied for shall be granted. 

§ 1-3-37. SAME--EXISTING STRUCTURES, USES, ETC. 

Before any existing use, structure or tree may be replaced, substantially altered or repaired, rebuilt, allowed to grow higher 
or replanted, within an airport approach zone or airport turning zone, a permit must be secured authorizing such 
replacement, change or repair. No such permit shall be granted that would allow the establishment or creation of an airport 
hazard or permit a nonconforming use, structure or tree to be made or become higher, or become a greater hazard to air 
navigation, than it was on the effective date of this article or than it is when the application for a permit is made. Except as 
indicated, all applications for a permit for replacement, change or repair of an existing use, structure or tree shall be 
granted. 

§ 1-3-38. SAME--VARIANCES. 

Any person desiring to erect any structure or to increase the height of any structure, or permit the growth of any tree, or use 
his property, not in accordance with the regulations prescribed in this article may apply for a variance therefrom. A permit 
for such variance shall be allowed where a literal application or enforcement of the regulations would result in practical 
difficulty or unnecessary hardship and the relief granted would not be contrary to the public interest but do substantial 
justice and be in accordance with the spirit of this article. 

§ 1-3-39. SAME--SAME--PERMIT MAY BE CONDITIONED TO ALLOW AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY 
TO INSTALL, ETC., LIGHTS. 

Any permit or variance granted pursuant to the preceding section may, if such action is deemed advisable to effectuate the 
purposes of this article and reasonable in the circumstances, be so conditioned as to require the owner of the structure or 
tree in question to permit Augusta-Richmond County, at its own expense to install, operate and maintain thereon such 
markers and lights as may be necessary to indicate to flyers the presence of an airport hazard. 

§ 1-3-40. ADMINISTRATION OF ARTICLE--INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS TO ENFORCE REGULATIONS. 

The Director-Building Official (see § 7-1-27) is designated the administrative agency charged with the duty of 
administering and enforcing the regulations prescribed in this article. 



§ 1-3-41. SAME--APPEALS TO PLANNING COMMISSION FROM DECISION OF DIRECTOR-BUILDING 
OFFICIAL. 

    (a) Any person aggrieved, or taxpayer affected, by any decision of the Director-Building Official made in the 
administration of this article, if of the opinion that a decision of the Director-Building Official is an improper application of 
this article, may appeal to the planning commission. 

    (b) All appeals taken under this section must be taken within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the planning 
commission, by filing with the Director-Building Official and with the planning commission a notice of appeal specifying 
the grounds thereof. The inspector of buildings shall forthwith transmit to the planning commission all the paper 
constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

    (c) An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, unless the Director-Building Official 
certifies to the planing commission, after the notice of appeal has been filed with him, that by reason of the facts stated in 
the certificate a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property. In such case, proceedings shall not be 
stayed otherwise than by order of the planning commission on notice to the inspector of buildings and on due cause shown. 

    (d) The planning commission shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal, give public notice and due notice 
to the parties in interest, and decide the same within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing any party may appear in person or 
by agent or by attorney. 

    (e) The planning commission may, in conformity with the provisions of this article, reverse, or affirm, wholly or partly, 
or modify, the order, requirement, decision or determination appealed from and may make such order, requirement, 
decision or determination as ought to be made, and to that end shall have all the powers of the Director-Building Official. 

    (f) The planning commission shall make written findings of fact and conclusions of law giving the facts upon which it 
acted and its legal conclusions from such fact in reversing, or affirming or modifying any order, requirement, decision or 
determination which comes before it under the provisions of this article. 

    (g) The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the planning commission shall be sufficient to reverse any 
order, requirement, decision or determination of the Director-Building Official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any 
matter upon which it is required to pass under this article, or to affect any variation in this article. 

 

ARTICLE 5 

 

AIRPORTS AND AVIATION 

§ 1-3-42. ADOPTION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS OF GENERAL AVIATION COMMISSION-FOR 
DANIEL FIELD. 



There is hereby adopted for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations for the operation of Daniel Field, Augusta 
Municipal Airport, those certain rules and regulations of the General Aviation Commission dated July 21, 1997, on file in 
the office of the Clerk of Commission, and the same are hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length 
herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling in the operations of such airport. Same are attached as an Exhibit to 
this Code. 

§ 1-3-43. SAME--FOR BUSH FIELD. 

There is hereby adopted, for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations for the operation of Bush Field, Augusta 
Municipal Airport, those certain rules and regulations of the Augusta Aviation Commission, dated July 1, 1950, a copy of 
which is on file in the office of the Clerk of Commission, and the same are hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if 
set out at length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling in the operations of such airport. 

 

CHAPTER 4

 

BOARDS AND AUTHORITIES

 

ARTICLE 1

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 1-4-1. APPOINTMENT; QUALIFICATIONS; PROHIBITION AGAINST APPOINTMENT TO MORE THAN 
ONE BOARD OR AUTHORITY

        (a) The Augusta-Richmond County Commission has the responsibility under the Augusta-Richmond County Code 
and its Ordinances, and certain Acts of the General Assembly, to appoint members to certain boards, commissions, 
committees, panels, and authorities. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission deems it to be in the best interest of the 
citizens of Richmond County to prohibit any one individual from being appointed to more than one permanent board, 
commission, committee, panel, or authority for which said Commission has the authority of appointment or ratifying 
appointments and to provide qualifications for members on same. 

    (b) No person who is serving on a permanent board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed 
by the former Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, the former City Council of Augusta, or the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, shall, while serving as such a member, be qualified to be appointed to any other such 
permanent board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity. 

    (c) No individual shall be eligible to be appointed to, or serve upon, any board, commission, authority, or other agency 



for which the Augusta-Richmond County Commission has the power of appointment, or the responsibility of approving 
appointments, who: 

(1) Has been convicted of a felony or a crime of moral turpitude, unless such individual 
has had his civil rights restored as provided by law; 

(2) Is under indictment for a felony or a crime of moral turpitude; or 

(3) Is not a resident of Richmond County, or fails to maintain his residency in Richmond 
County, except where otherwise permitted by law. 

     (d) It shall be the duty of any prospective appointee to any such permanent the Augusta-Richmond County Commission 
to indicate to the Augusta- board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed by Richmond County 
Commission, in advance of his appointment, his membership on any other such permanent board, commission, committee, 
panel, authority, or other such entity and his qualification to serve as provided herein. 

          (e) The Clerk shall notify any such appointee of his duty to notify the Augusta-Richmond County Commission of 
his membership on any other board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other such entity by appointment by the 
former Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, the former City Council of Augusta, or the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission and of his not being disqualified to serve for failing to meet the qualifications set forth in 
subparagraph (g) hereof..(Ord. # 6244, January 18, 2000) 

§ 1-4-1.1 ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS; REMOVAL 

Faithful and prompt attendance at all meetings of boards, committees, commissions, panels, or authorities, and 
conscientious performance of the duties required of members shall be a prerequisite to continuing membership on such 
board, committee, commission, panel or authority. 

Except as hereinafter provided, should a member fail to attend three (3) consecutive regular meetings of such board, 
committee, commission, panel or authority, and should there be no adequate excuse for such absences as determined by 
such board, committee, commission, panel or authority, same shall recommend to the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission that such member be removed as provided in § 1-4-1. Nothing herein shall be deemed to apply to any member 
of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission who may be a member of any such board, committee, commission, panel or 
authority. (Ord. # 6201, October 5, 1999) 

§ 1-4-2. CODE OF ETHICS. 

    (a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, each member of any board, commission, committee, panel, 
authority, or other entity appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, shall, upon appointment to such entity, 
whether directly or upon ratification of the appointment recommended or nominated by another body or entity, be subject 
to the Code of Ethics and Rules of Conduct set forth in Title 1, Chapter 1, Articles 2 and 3 of this Code. (Ord. 6244, 
January 18, 2000)

    (b) Upon formal charges being filed with the Mayor of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission relative to a 
violation of the Code of Ethics set forth in subsection (a) hereof on the part of a member of any such board, commission, 
committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, the Augusta-
Richmond Commission shall conduct a hearing for the purpose of receiving evidence relative to the merits of such charges. 



The member so charged shall be given at least thirty (30) days written notice prior to such hearing. If such charges are 
found to be true, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall forthwith remove such member from such board, 
commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed by said Commission, and the vacancy shall be filled as 
provided by the Ordinance, Code, or special or general law providing for the membership of such entity. Any member 
removed from such entity shall have the right to judicial review of such decision by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission by the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days after the service of the final decision of the Commission, or if 
a rehearing is requested, within thirty (30) days after the decision thereon. The petition shall be filed in the Superior Court 
of Richmond County, Georgia. Copies of the petition shall be served upon the Mayor of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission. The petition shall state the nature of petitioner's interest, the facts showing that the petitioner is aggrieved by 
the decision, and the ground as specified herein upon which the petitioner contends that the decision shall be reversed or 
modified. The petition may be amended by leave of court.

    (c) The filing of the petition does not itself stay enforcement of the decision of the Commission. Except as otherwise 
provided, the Commission may grant, or the reviewing Court may order, a stay upon appropriate terms for good cause 
shown.

        (d) Within thirty (30) days after the service of the petition or within further time allowed by the Court, the 
Commission shall transmit to the reviewing Court the original or a certified copy of the entire record of the proceeding 
under review. By stipulation of all parties to the review proceedings, the record may be shortened. A party unreasonably 
refusing to stipulate to limit the record may be taxed by the Court for the additional costs. The Court may require or permit 
subsequent corrections or additions to the record.

        (e) If, before the date set for hearing, application is made to the Court for leave to present additional evidence and it is 
shown to the satisfaction of the Court that the additional evidence is material and there were good reasons for failure to 
present it in the proceedings before the Commission, the Court may order that the additional evidence be taken upon 
conditions determined by the Court. The Commission may modify its findings and decision by reason of the additional 
evidence and shall file that evidence and any modifications, new findings, or decisions with the reviewing Court.

        (f) The review shall be conducted by the Court without a jury and shall be confined to the record. In case of alleged 
irregularities in procedure before the Commission, not shown in the record, proof thereon may be taken in the Court. The 
Court, upon request, shall hear oral argument and receive written briefs.

        (g) The Court shall not substitute its judgment for that of the Commission as to the weight of the evidence on 
questions of fact. The Court may affirm the decision of the Commission. The Court may reverse or modify the decision if 
substantial rights of the petitioner have been prejudiced because the findings, inferences, conclusions, or decisions of the 
Commission are: (1) in violation of constitutional or statutory provisions; (2) in excess of the statutory authority of the 
Commission; (3) made upon unlawful procedures; (4) affected by other error of law; (5) clearly erroneous in view of the 
reliable, probative, and substantial evidence of the whole record; or (6) arbitrary and capricious or characterized by abuse 
of discretion or clearly unwarranted exercise of discretion.

§ 1-4-3. APPEALS.

In any appeal or contested case:

        (a) Irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious evidence shall be excluded. The rules of evidence as applied in the 
trial of civil nonjury cases in the superior courts shall be followed. When necessary to ascertain facts not reasonably 
susceptible of proof under such rules, evidence not admissible thereunder may be admitted, except where precluded by 



statute, if it is of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent men in the conduct of their affairs or it consists of a 
report of medical, psychiatric, or psychological evaluation of a type routinely submitted to and relied upon by an agency in 
the normal course of its business. Agencies shall give effect to the rules of privilege recognized by law. Objections to 
evidentiary offers may be made and shall be noted in the record. Subject to these requirements, when a hearing will be 
expedited and the interest of the parties will not be prejudiced substantially, any part of the evidence may be received in 
written form;

        (b) Documentary evidence may be received in the form of copies or excerpts if the original is not readily available. 
Upon request, parties shall be given an opportunity to compare the copy with the original or have it established as 
documentary evidence according to the rules of evidence applicable to the superior courts of this state;

        (c) A party may conduct such cross-examination as shall be required for a full and true disclosure of the facts; and

        (d) Official notice may be taken of judicially cognizable facts.

§ 1-4-4. REMOVAL; PROCEDURE. 

Upon good cause shown, including without limitation, a violation of the Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct set forth in 
Title 1, Chapter 1, Articles 2 and 3 or a failure to meet the qualifications set forth in § 1-4-1 hereof, the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission may remove from the membership of any board or authority any member which it has appointed to 
that board or authority. The procedure for such removal shall be as set forth in § 1-4-2(b) through (g) and § 1-4-3 above. 
(Ord. # 6244, January 18, 2000).

§ 1-4-5. RESERVED. 

 

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF RICHMOND COUNTY 

§ 1-4-6. PURPOSE.

It has heretofore been determined and declared an urgent, existing and future need for a development authority to function 
in Richmond County, Georgia, for the purpose of developing and promoting for the public good and general welfare trade, 
commerce, industry and employment opportunities in such county thereby promoting the general welfare of its citizenry.

§ 1-4-7. CREATION; BOARD OF DIRECTORS-COMPOSITION.

The public body corporate and politic known as the Development Authority of Richmond County shall continue in 
existence. There are hereby elected as members of the board of directors of the development authority nine (9) persons, 



each of whom is a taxpayer of the county and only one of whom may be an officer or employee of the county; provided, 
however, the initial appointments shall be made as follows:

    (a) Members of the Development Authority of Richmond County appointed are as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Charlene Sizemore 2 years 6/3/99

(2) Harrell Tiller 4 years 6/3/2001

(3) Monty Osteen 4 years 6/3/2001

(4) Abram Serrota 4 years 6/3/99

(5) Charles Walker 4 years 6/3/2001

(6) Terry Elam 4 years 6/3/2001

(7) Dr. Ronald Lewis 2 years 6/3/99

(8) Walter Hornsby 4 years 6/3/2001

(9) William Thompson 2 years 6/3/99

 

§ 1-4-8. TERMS OF MEMBERS.

Successors to the members named in § 1-4-7, members are to be appointed for four-year terms.

§ 1-4-9. DIRECTOR TO REMAIN IN OFFICE UNTIL SUCCESSOR ELECTED. 

If at the end of any term of office of any director a successor thereto shall not have been elected then the director whose 
term of office shall have expired shall continue to hold office until his successor shall be so elected.

§ 1-4-10. DUTIES.

The board of directors hereinbefore elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise its 
powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the development authorities law, as it now exists 



and as it might hereafter be amended or modified.

§ 1-4-11. DISSOLUTION OF AUTHORITY. 

Upon the dissolution or liquidation of the development authority of the county the directors shall, after paying or making 
provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the development authority, dispose and transfer all of the assets of the 
development authority exclusively to the Commission for the county.§ 1-4-12. USE OF AUTHORITY ASSETS, ETC. 

No part of the assets, income or profit of the development authority of the county shall be distributable to or inure to the 
benefit of the members of the board of directors of the development authority of the county or its officers or any officer or 
employee of the county.

§ 1-4-13. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 2.1 

 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

§ 1-4-14. PURPOSE. 

It has heretofore been determined by the City Council of Augusta (the "City of Augusta" being hereinafter sometimes 
referred to as the "City") that there is an existing and urgent need to provide incentives for the investment of funds for the 
rehabilitation and the redevelopment of the central business district of the City.

It has further been determined and declared that adequate financing for the rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central 
business district of the City cannot be provided through the ordinary operation of private enterprise, and the involvement of 
a public agency as herein contemplated in such an undertaking would not be competitive with private enterprise.

The City Council of Augusta has heretofore determined that there is a need for a downtown Development Authority to 
function in the City to help finance the cost of rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central business district of the City.

The City Council of Augusta, after a thorough study and investigation, has heretofore determined that it is desirable and 
necessary that a Downtown Development Authority be activated to function in the City with the powers granted it by the 
Act to issue revenue bonds and bond anticipation notes for the purpose of providing funds to finance the cost of 
rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central business district of the City.

It has heretofore been determined and declared a pressing, existing and future need for a Downtown Development 
Authority (as more fully described in the Act) to function in the City for the purpose of providing adequate financing for 
the rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central business district of the City, thereby promoting the welfare of the people 
of the City of Augusta.

§ 1-4-15. CREATION; BOARD OF DIRECTORS--COMPOSITION, TERMS OF MEMBERS.



The Downtown Development Authorities Law (Ga. Laws 1981, p. 1744 et seq., as amended, codified as Chapter 36-42-4, 
Ga. Code Ann.) (the "Act"), which was enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, creates for every 
municipal corporation in the State of Georgia a public body corporate and politic to be known as the Downtown 
Development Authorities Law of such municipal corporation, which shall consist of a board of seven directors to be 
appointed by the governing body of such municipal corporation for initial terms of two, four and six years and thereafter 
for staggered terms of six years.

The public body corporate and politic known as the "Downtown Development Authority of the City of Augusta" 
(hereinafter referred to as the "Authority"), which Authority was created pursuant to the Act, Georgia Laws 1981 p. 1744 et 
seq. heretofore activated, shall continue in existence. Said Act shall, by reference, be incorporated herein and made a part 
hereof.

There is hereby elected as members of the Board of Directors of the Authority seven (7) persons, each of whom is a 
taxpayer residing in the City and only one of whom may be an officer or employee of the City; provided, however, the 
initial appointments shall be made as follows:

    (a) Members of the Downtown Development Authority of the City of Augusta appointed are as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Of Office 

(1) William C. Calhoun 6 Years

(2) B. L. Dent 6 Years

(3) John Overstreet 6 Years

(4) John P. Timmerman, III 4 Years

(5) D. Hugh Connolly 4 Years

(6) Paul V. Fitch, II 2 Years

(7) H. M. Osteen, Jr. 2 Years

    (b) Each of said persons named as directors above shall serve in such capacity for the number of years set forth opposite 
their respective names; and if at the end of any term of office of any director, a successor thereto shall not have been 
elected as hereinafter provided, then the director whose term of office shall have expired shall continue to hold office until 
his successor shall be so elected. No person shall receive any compensation for serving as a director but a director may be 
reimbursed for his actual expenses incurred in the performance of his duties.

    (c) In the event that a director at any time ceases to be a taxpayer residing in the City, his eligibility to serve as a director 



shall cease, and his term of office shall end.

    (d) The Board of Directors hereinbefore elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise 
its powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the Act as it now exists and as it might hereafter 
be amended or modified.

§ 1-4-16. DESIGNATION OF DEVELOPMENT AREA.

The central business district of the City is hereby designated as the downtown development area of the City as required by 
Section 3 of the Act and that said area and district are geographically constituted as follows:

From the west side of Fifteenth Street through the west side of East Boundary, and from the Savannah River through the 
south side of Laney Walker Boulevard.

§ 1-4-17. ACCORDANCE WITH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES LAW 

The board of directors hereinbefore elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise its 
powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the development authorities law, as it now exists 
and as it might hereafter be amended or modified.

§ 1-4-18.--§ 1-4-55. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 3 

 

HOUSING AUTHORITY 

§ 1-4-56. PURPOSE; COMMISSIONERS; TAX-EXEMPT STATUS OF ITS PROPERTY; POWER TO 
CONTRACT. 

    (a) It has heretofore been determined that there is need for a housing authority, as contemplated by the Georgia Laws of 
1937, in Richmond County, Georgia, by reason of unsanitary and unsafe inhabited dwelling accommodations in such 
county, and a shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations in such county for persons of low income at rentals 
they can afford. 

    (b) Five (5) persons of the county shall be appointed as commissioners of the housing authority, such appointees to be 
appointed for the terms and for the purposes as set out in the Housing Authorities Laws of Georgia of 1937; and in the 
event the appointment of one (1) or more of the five (5) persons designated as a commissioner of the housing authority is 
not approved by the Governor of Georgia, then in that event the appointing authority is hereby empowered to appoint such 
persons as it deems wise until there are appointed five (5) commissioners of the county, the appointment of whom is 
approved by the Governor of Georgia. 



  (c) Any and all appointees as a commissioner of the housing authority shall accept such appointment divested of any 
authority as stated in section 21 of the housing authorities law, to wit: 

"and such property and authority shall be exempt from all taxes and special assessments of Augusta-Richmond County, the 
county, the state or any political subdivision thereof...." 

and the housing authority is hereby declared to be divested at all times of holding or possessing any property exempt from 
taxes and special assessments of the county, the state and/or Augusta-Richmond County. However, the governing bodies of 
the county or of Augusta-Richmond County or of the state in their discretion respectively may exempt from all taxes and/or 
any special assessments, or any taxes or any special assessments, such property as owned, held or possessed by the housing 
authority. 

    (d) No commissioner of the housing authority nor the housing authority shall have any power, nor shall he nor it make 
any contract of any nature, either of employment or otherwise, to bind the county for the payment of any sum whatsoever, 
without first obtaining the written authority of such Commission, in regular meeting of such Commission. 

[State law references: Purpose of housing authority, Ga. Code Ann., § 8-3-2; appointment, qualifications and tenure of 
commissioners of housing authority, Ga. Code Ann., § 8-3-50; tax-exempt status of property of housing authority, Ga. 
Code Ann., § 8-3-8.]

§ 1-4-57.--§ 1-4-59. RESERVED. 

 

ARTICLE 4 

 

RICHMOND COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 

§ 1-4-60. PURPOSE. 

There has previously been determined and declared by the Board of Commissioners of Richmond County a pressing, 
existing and future need for a hospital authority to function in the area included within the county for the purpose of the 
prevention of disease, cure of disease, administering to the sick and the rendering of medical and surgical service to the 
citizens of the designated area, and to construct, maintain, modernize, repair and otherwise provide adequate and necessary 
hospital and other medical facilities effectively to carry out the named purposes and other purposes incidental thereto and 
usually connected therewith.

§ 1-4-61. CREATION. 

The body corporate and politic known as The Richmond County Hospital Authority previously created by the Board of 
Commissioners of Richmond County is hereby ratified and confirmed, which authority shall consist of a board of nine (9) 
trustees with all the powers, privileges, immunities, rights and liabilities as set forth in the constitutional amendment to 
article 7, section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Georgia and the Statutes of Georgia, including particularly Georgia 
Acts of 1941, page 241 et seq.



[State law reference: Creation of hospital authority, Ga. Code Ann., § 31-7-72.]

§ 1-4-62. BOARD OF TRUSTEES--VACANCIES; TERM OF MEMBERS. 

Upon the death or resignation or inability of any trustee to serve prior to the expiration of his term, then the Commission of 
the county shall appoint a successor or successors for the unexpired term or terms as hereinafter provided. Each 
appointment to the board of trustees shall be made for a period of four (4) years. All members of the board of trustees shall 
be appointed to serve until their term expires or until a successor has been appointed.

[State law reference: Hospital authorities generally, Ga. Code Ann., § 31-7-70 et seq.]

§ 1-4-63. SAME--COMPOSITION. 

(a) The hospital authority shall consist of nine (9) members, who shall be residents of Richmond County. The members of 
the hospital authority shall represent the broad interests of the community and shall not use personal influence for the gain 
of specific individuals or groups.

(b) Of the nine (9) members of the hospital authority at least one member must be of the Jewish faith, at least one (1) 
member of the Catholic faith, at least one (1) member of the Black race, and two (2) members must be active medical staff 
members of the University Hospital.

§ 1-4-64. SAME--SAME--ADDITIONAL MEMBERS. 

Two (2) trustees shall be selected and appointed from the members of the active medical staff of the University Hospital 
who are residents of Richmond County. These two (2) new members shall be appointed effective January 1, 1970, with the 
initial appointment of one of the members to be for two (2) years and the other for four (4) years. At the expiration of these 
initial terms, each appointment thereafter shall be for a period of four (4) years. For each such additional member, and for 
the appointment to fill the vacancy upon the expiration of the term of each such additional member, the hospital authority 
shall select three (3) names from a list of ten (10) submitted to it by the active medical staff; and the appointment shall then 
be made from this list pursuant to the procedure now in force for the appointment of trustees.

§ 1-4-65. SAME--SUCCESSOR TRUSTEES. 

Appointment of successor trustees shall be made by the Commission as hereinafter provided from the names of three (3) 
persons first submitted by the county hospital authority to the Metropolitan-Augusta Hospital and Health Planning Council 
for their consideration, and then submitted to the Commission by the said council; however, the name of no person shall be 
submitted by the hospital authority to the Metropolitan-Augusta Hospital and Health Planning Council for consideration for 
appointment to the board of trustees unless and except that the person whose name is being submitted for membership shall 
have been personally consulted with by the hospital authority, and has agreed to serve in the event of his appointment; and 
all shall be residents of the county.

§ 1-4-66. SAME--ADVISORS AND THEIR SELECTION AND QUALIFICATIONS. 

In addition to the regular members of the board of trustees of the hospital authority, the Commission shall have the 
authority to designate one of the members of the Commission as an advisor to the board of trustees of the hospital 



authority; and the Woman's Board of the University Hospital shall likewise have the right to appoint one of its members as 
an advisor to the board of trustees, but such advisors shall not be members of the board of trustees, shall have no voting 
power in matters handled by such board and their services shall be advisory only in all matters.

§ 1-4-67. AREA OF OPERATION. 

The area of operation of the hospital authority is hereby defined as including all of the territorial limits and affecting all the 
citizens within the limits of the boundary of the county.

§ 1-4-68. NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION PROGRAM

The hospital authority shall not participate in the unemployment compensation program.

§ 1-4-69.--§ 1-4-75. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 5 

 

HOSPITAL AUTHORITY OF AUGUSTA 

§ 1-4-76. PURPOSE. 

There has previously been determined and declared by the City Council of Augusta to be an existing and future need for a 
Hospital Authority (as more fully described and defined in the Hospital Authorities law), to function in Augusta and its 
environs for the purpose of providing certain additional health care facilities for the residents of Augusta and its environs 
thereby promoting the general welfare of the citizenry of Augusta. 

§ 1-4-77. CREATION; NAME CHANGE. 

The public body corporate and politic known as the Hospital Authority of the City of Augusta which was previously created 
by the force and effect of the Hospital Authorities Law, and by the City Council of Augusta, is hereby ratified and 
confirmed and shall hereafter be named the Hospital Authority of Augusta. 

§ 1-4-78. INITIAL MEMBERS. 

The Board of Trustees of the Hospital Authority of Augusta shall be composed of the following named persons, each of 
whom is a resident of Augusta-Richmond County: 

Term of Office 



(1) Catherine J. Cato 2 years 

(2) Rev. Clyde Hill, Sr. 2 years 

(3) Pat Blanchard 2 years 

(4) Greg Hodges 4 years 

(5) Rodger Giles 4 years 

 

§ 1-4-79. SERVICE THROUGH TERM OF OFFICE. 

Each of said persons named as trustees above shall serve in such capacity for the number of years set forth opposite their 
respective names, and if at the end of any term of office of any trustee, a successor thereto shall not have been elected 
pursuant to the procedure set forth in the Hospital Authorities Law, then the trustee whose term of office shall have expired 
shall continue to hold office until his or her successor shall be so elected. 

§ 1-4-80. OPERATION OF BOARD. 

The Board of Trustees hereinabove elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise its 
powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the Hospital Authorities Law as it now exists and 
as it might hereafter be amended and modified.

 

ARTICLE 6 

 

AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

§ 1-4-81. CREATION. 

There is hereby created a planning commission with the membership, powers and duties as set forth herein. The 
commission created herein shall be known as the Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission. 

§ 1-4-82. MEMBERSHIP, TERMS OF OFFICE AND COMPENSATION. 

    (a) The Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Planning Commission) shall 
consist of ten (10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose 



to appoint two members) to be appointed for terms of four (4) years; provided, however, the initial appointments shall be 
made as follows: 

        (1) There shall be one (1) member who resides in each of the ten (10) districts of Augusta-Richmond County 
appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

        (2) Except as provided herein, members of the Planning Commission of Richmond County and the City of Augusta 
who were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are 
appointed and qualified. 

        (3) Members of the Planning Commission serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors 
are appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as 
herein set forth, to wit: 

Term Expires Patricia Jefferson District 1 2/1/99 

a. Thelma Mack District 2 3/31/2000 

b. Nick Dickinson District 3 3/31/98 

c. Richard Colclough District 4 4/1/99 

d. Frank Knapp, III District 5 3/31/98 

e. Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000 

f. James Randall Hall District 7 3/31/98 

g. Hugh Fulcher, Jr District 8 3/31/2000 

h. Margaret Armstrong District 9 3/31/98 

i. Ed Dickerson District 10 2/1/98 

 

        (4) The successor to the member representing District 1 shall serve until March 31, 2002, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified. 

        (5) The successors to the members representing Districts 4 and 10 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until their 



successors are appointed and qualified. 

        (6) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 3, 4 and 5 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 

        (7) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

        (8) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

    (b) In the event of a vacancy by reason of a death, disqualification, resignation or other reason, the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission shall appoint a person to serve the remainder of the term of such member. 

    (c) No vacancy on the Planning Commission shall impair the right of the quorum to exercise all of their rights and 
perform all of the duties of the Planning Commission. 

    (d) The Chairman of the Planning Commission shall not be entitled to vote upon any issue, motion or resolution, except 
where his vote will change the result on said motion, resolution or question. 

    (e) Members of the Planning Commission shall serve for such compensation as shall be established by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission. 

    (f) No member of the Planning Commission may be removed from office prior to the expiration of his term except for 
cause after having been given notice and afforded a hearing before the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. Prior to 
said hearing, said member shall be served by registered or certified mail addressed to his residence as shown in the files of 
the Planning Commission, at least ten (10) days before the date set for said hearing with written specifications of the 
charges against him. 

§ 1-4-83. ORGANIZATION, RULES, STAFF, FINANCES. 

    (a) The Planning Commission shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman from its members. The terms of office of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be one (1) year with eligibility for reelection to no more than two (2) consecutive 
terms. 

    (b) The Planning Commission may appoint a secretary who may be an official or employee of the Planning 
Commission, or of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

    (c) The Planning Commission shall make its own rules of procedure in accordance with the general provisions of this 
ordinance and determine its time and place of meeting. All meetings of the Planning Commission, at which official actions 
are taken, shall be a public record. 



    (d) The Planning Commission is empowered to appoint such employees, consultants, legal counsel, and staff as it may 
deem necessary for its work and may contract with municipal planning and other consultants for such services as it may 
require for the performance of its work. 

    (e) The Planning Commission may purchase such equipment and supplies as it may deem necessary. 

    (f) The expenditures of the Planning Commission, exclusive of gifts and grants, shall be within the amounts approved 
for it by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

§ 1-4-84. PRINCIPAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

It shall be the function and duty of the Planning Commission to make such careful and comprehensive surveys and studies 
of existing conditions and probable future developments and to prepare such plans for physical, social and economic 
growth as will best promote the public health, safety, morals, convenience, prosperity, or the general welfare as well as 
efficiency and economy in the development of Augusta-Richmond County. In particular, the Planning Commission shall 
have the power and duty to: 

    (a) Prepare a master plan or parts thereof for the development of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (b) Prepare and recommend for adoption to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission a zoning ordinance and map or 
maps. 

    (c) Prepare and recommend for adoption to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission regulations for the subdivision 
of land within its political jurisdiction. 

§ 1-4-85. MISCELLANEOUS POWERS AND DUTIES. 

In addition to the principal powers and duties set forth above, the Planning Commission may: 

    (a) Cooperate with, contract with, or accept funds from Federal, State or local governments, public or semipublic 
agencies or private individuals or corporations; expend such funds; and carry out such cooperative undertakings and 
contracts as may be necessary for the performance of its duties and to promote the planning of Augusta-Richmond County, 
including the authority to enter into agreements with jurisdictions and agencies in adjacent counties and states. 

    (b) Prepare, publish and distribute maps, plans, reports and recommendations relating to the planning and development 
of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (c) Recommend to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission programs for public improvements and the financing 
thereof. 

    (d) Secure, within a reasonable time, from all public officials such available information as it may require for its work. 

    (e) In the performance of its functions, enter upon land, make examinations and surveys, and place and maintain 
necessary signs, monuments or markings thereon. 



    (f) Any other function or duty which may from time to time be delegated to the Planning Commission by order, 
directive, ordinance or resolution of the Commission of Augusta-Richmond County, or officials thereof. 

§ 1-4-86. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES--MASTER PLAN. 

    (a) It shall be the duty of the Planning Commission to make a master plan of Augusta-Richmond County and to perfect it 
from time to time. 

    (b) Such master plan may show, among other things, the following: 

        (1) Existing and proposed streets, highways, expressways, bridges, tunnels and viaducts and approaches thereto; 
routes of railroads and transit lines; terminals, ports and airports. 

        (2) Parks, playgrounds, forests and other public open spaces. 

        (3) Sites for public buildings, structures and facilities. 

        (4) Land areas for residential, business, industrial, recreational, agricultural, forestry, and special purposes and uses. 

        (5) Limited development areas for purposes of conservation, water supply, sanitation, drainage, historic preservation, 
protection against flooding and similar environmental considerations. 

        (6) Areas for housing development, slum clearance, and urban renewal and redevelopment. 

        (7) Location of public utilities whether publicly or privately owned, including but not limited to sewerage and water 
supply systems. 

        (8) Zoning districts and other planning features. 

        (9) Time and priority schedules and cost estimates for the accomplishment of the proposals. 

    (c) The master plan shall be based upon and include appropriate studies of the location and extent of present and 
anticipated other pertinent data. 

    (d) Such plan may be adopted, added to and changed from time to time by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 
It shall be a public record, but its purpose and effect shall be solely to aid the Planning Commission in the performance of 
its duties. 

§ 1-4-87. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES--ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAPS. 

    (a) It shall be the duty of the Planning Commission to prepare and recommend for adoption to the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission a zoning ordinance and map or maps. The purpose of such ordinance and map or maps shall be to 



regulate: 

        (1) The location, height, bulk, number of stories, and size of buildings and other structures. 

        (2) The percentage of lot which may be occupied, the sizes of yards, courts, and other open areas. 

        (3) The density and distribution of population and dwelling units. 

        (4) Land areas designated for business and industrial use, residences, recreation, agriculture, forestry, conservation, 
historic preservation, water supply, sanitation, protection against floods, governmental activity and other special purposes. 

    (b) The map or maps shall divide Augusta-Richmond County into districts of such number, shape and size as the 
Planning Commission may determine; and within such districts it may regulate the erection, construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, and use of buildings and structures and uses of land. All such regulations shall be uniform for each class or kind 
of building throughout each district, but the regulations in one district may differ from those in other districts. 

    (c) At such time the Commission of Augusta-Richmond County deems it necessary to enact an entirely new zoning 
ordinance and map or maps, the governing bodies shall hold a public hearing thereon, at least fifteen (15) days notice of the 
time and place of which shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in Augusta-Richmond County. All 
procedural standards set forth in the Official Code of Georgia shall be complied with. 

        (1) No change or departure from the text or maps, as certified by the Planning Commission, shall be made unless 
such change or departure is first submitted to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. 

        (2) The Planning Commission shall have thirty (30) days within which to submit its report. If the Planning 
Commission fails to submit a report within a thirty-day period, it shall be deemed to have approved the change or 
departure. 

    (d) The zoning ordinance, including the map or maps, may be amended from time to time; but no amendment shall 
become effective unless it shall have been proposed by or shall have first been submitted to the Planning Commission for 
review and recommendation. 

        (1) The Planning Commission shall conduct, on behalf of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, all public 
hearings on proposed amendments to the zoning ordinance and maps. 

        (2) Policies and procedures as specified by the official Code of Georgia shall be followed by the Planning 
Commission in considering such public hearings. 

§ 1-4-88. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. 

    (a) The City Council of Augusta and the Board of Commissioners of Richmond County has heretofore created and 
appointed a Zoning Board of Appeals for Augusta-Richmond County. Said Board if hereby continued and shall be known 
as the Augusta-Richmond County Board of Zoning Appeals and is hereinafter referred to as the Appeals Board as is 
hereinafter provided. At their discretion, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission may, by ordinance, designate the 



Planning Commission to act as the Appeals Board of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (b) If the Planning Commission is designated to act as the Appeals Board of Augusta-Richmond County, then: 

        (1) Such authority shall be in addition to the powers and duties of the Planning Commission set forth herein and shall 
be carried out in accordance with the provisions of this Section; and 

        (2) Section 1-4-82 of this article shall apply to the membership, terms of office and compensation and § 1-4-83 of this 
article shall apply to the organization, rules, staff, and finances of the Appeals Board in the event that the Planning 
Commission is designated by ordinance to act as the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

    (c) If said Appeals Board is separate from the Planning Commission, then said Appeals Board shall consist of ten (10) 
members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two 
members) to be appointed for terms of four years, provided; however, the initial appointments shall be made as follows: 

        (1) There shall be one (1) member who resides in each of the ten (10) districts of Augusta-Richmond County 
appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

        (2) Except as provided herein, members of the Appeals Board of Richmond County and the City of Augusta who 
were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed 
and qualified. 

        (3) Members of the Appeals Board serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as herein 
set forth, to wit: 

a. Jacqueline Fason District 1 3/31/98 

b. Dr. I.E. Washington District 2 4/4/98 

c. Jewel Childress District 3 3/31/98 

d. Emmerstine Mackie District 4 3/31/2000 

e. George Mitchell District 5 3/31/98 

f. Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000 

g. K. Glenn Watson District 7 3/31/98 

h. Hardie Davis, Jr District 8 3/31/2000 



i. Thelonius Jones District 9 3/31/98 

j.DonGrantham District 10 3/31/2000 

 

        (4) The successor to the member representing District 2 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified. 

        (5) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 3 and 4 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 

        (6) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

        (7) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

         (8) Thereafter, members appointed by the Commission of Augusta-Richmond County shall serve a term of four (4) 
years. 

        (9) All members shall be eligible for re-appointment to said Appeals Board upon expiration of their terms.

        (10) Any vacancy in membership shall be filled for the unexpired term by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission.

        (11) Any member may be removed for cause, on written charges, after a public hearing by the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. 

        (12) All members of the Appeals Board shall serve for such compensation as shall be established by the Commission. 

        (13) None of the members shall hold any other public office or position with Augusta-Richmond County, except that 
one (1) member may also be a member of the Planning Commission. 

    (d) The Board of Zoning Appeals shall elect one (1) of its members as chairman, who shall serve a one (1) year term or 
until reelected or a successor is elected. 

        (1) The Chairman shall have the power to vote on matters before the Appeals Board only where his vote will change 
the result. 



        (2) The Appeals Board shall appoint a secretary who may be an official or employee of Augusta-Richmond County 
or of the Planning Commission. 

        (3) The Appeals Board shall adopt rules in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance. 

        (4) Meetings of the Appeals Board shall be held at the call of the Chairman and at such other times as the Appeals 
Board may determine. 

        (5) The Chairman, or in his absence the acting Chairman, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of 
witnesses by subpoena. 

        (6) The Appeals Board shall keep minutes of its proceeding, showing the vote of each member upon each question or, 
if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of 
which shall be immediately filed in the office of the secretary of the Appeals Board and shall be a public record. 

    (e) Appeals to the Board of Zoning Appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved, or by any official, department head, 
board or bureau of Augusta-Richmond County affected by a decision of an administrative officer. Such appeal shall be 
taken within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the Appeals Board, by filing with the secretary of the Appeals 
Board a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. 

        (1) Upon notice by the secretary of a filing of appeal, the official from whom the appeal is taken shall forthwith 
transmit to the Appeals Board all papers constituting a record upon which the action appealed was taken. 

        (2) An appeal stays all legal proceedings in furtherance of action appealed from, unless the official from whom the 
appeal is taken certifies to the Appeals Board, after notice of appeal shall have been filed with him, that by reason of facts 
stated in the certificate, a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life and property. In such a case, proceedings 
shall not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which may be granted by the Appeals Board or by a court on 
application, on notice to the officer from whom the appeal is taken, and on due cause shown. 

        (3) Upon receipt of notice of appeal in a form prescribed by the Appeals Board, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall: 

            a. Fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal or other matter referred to it. 

            b. Publish once in a newspaper of general circulation in Augusta-Richmond County a notice of public hearing on 
the appeal. Such notice shall be published at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing and shall indicate the 
time and place of the hearing and the nature of the appeals to be considered by the Appeals Board. 

            c. Send postal cards or letters to property owners of record whose property lies within a 300-foot radius of the 
property subject to the appeal, giving notice of the time, place and nature of appeal. 

    (f) The Appeals Board shall have the following powers: 

        (1) To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is error in any order, requirement, decision or 



determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement of the zoning ordinance adopted by Augusta-
Richmond County pursuant to this division. 

        (2) To hear and decide special exceptions to the terms of the zoning ordinance upon which the Appeals Board is 
required to pass under such ordinance. 

        (3) To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of the zoning ordinance as will not be 
contrary to the public interest where, owing to special conditions, literal enforcement of the provisions of the zoning 
ordinance will, in an individual case, result in an unnecessary hardship, so that the spirit of the zoning ordinance shall be 
observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done. Such variance may be granted in such individual 
case of unnecessary hardship upon finding by the Appeals Board that: 

            a. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in question 
because of its size, shape or topography; and 

            b. The application of the zoning ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an unnecessary 
hardship; and 

            c. Such conditions are peculiar to the particular piece of property involved; and 

            d. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purposes and intent of 
the zoning ordinance; however, no variance may be granted for the use of land or building or structure which is prohibited 
by the zoning ordinance. 

        (4) In exercising the above powers, the appeals board may, in conformity with the provisions of this section, reverse 
or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination; and to that end, the board 
shall have all of the powers of the officer from whom the appeal is taken and may issue or direct the issuance of a permit. 

    (g) Any person or persons severally or jointly aggrieved by any decision of the Appeals Board or with any official 
charged with the enforcement of any order, requirement or decision of said board may take an appeal to the Superior Court 
of Richmond County, Georgia. Said appeal shall be the same as an appeal to the superior court from any decision made by 
the probate court, except that said appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) days from the date of the decision of the Appeals 
Board or of any official charged with the enforcement of any order, requirement or decision in connection therewith; and 
upon failure to file said appeal within thirty (30) days, the decision of the Appeals Board shall be final. 

§ 1-4-89. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES, SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. 

    (a) From and after the time that the Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission established in accordance with 
this article shall have prepared and adopted a master plan or at least the major street portion of such master plan and shall 
have recommended to the governing body of Augusta-Richmond County regulations for the subdivision of land within 
Augusta-Richmond County, which regulations shall have been adopted by the governing bodies, then no plat of a 
subdivision of land within Augusta-Richmond County shall be filed or recorded in the office of the clerk of the superior 
court of the county until it shall have been submitted to and approved by the Planning Commission and such approval 
entered in writing on the plat by the secretary of the Planning Commission. The clerk of the superior court shall not file or 
record a plat of a subdivision which does not have the approval of the Planning Commission as required by this division. 



    (b) The Planning Commission shall prepare and recommend to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for adoption 
regulations governing the subdivision of land within Augusta-Richmond County. At their discretion, the Commission may 
readopt such subdivision regulations, along with any amendments, which may have been adopted and in force pursuant to 
authority which existed prior to and were superseded by the ratification of the home rule provisions of the Constitution of 
the State of Georgia; however, such regulations shall generally conform to the provisions of this division. 

    (c) Subdivision regulations prepared by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission for adoption may provide, in whole or in part, for: 

        (1) The harmonious development of Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (2) The coordination of streets within subdivisions with other existing or planned streets; 

        (3) The size of blocks and lots; 

        (4) The dedication or reservation of land for streets, school sites, and recreation areas and easements for utilities and 
other public services and facilities; and 

        (5) A distribution of population, dwelling units and traffic which will tend to create conditions favorable to health, 
safety, convenience, prosperity or general welfare. 

    (d) Such regulations may include requirements as to the extent to which and the manner in which streets shall be graded, 
surfaced and improved; and water, sewers, septic tanks and other utility mains, piping, connections, or other facilities shall 
be installed as a condition precedent to the approval of a subdivision plat. Such regulations may provide that, in lieu of the 
completion of such work and installations previous to the final approval of a plat, the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission may accept a bond, in an amount and with surety and conditions satisfactory to it or a valid contract for the 
performance of the work and installations along with a letter of guarantee for the subdivider, providing for and securing to 
Augusta-Richmond County the actual construction and installation of improvements and utilities within a period specified 
by the Planning Commission and expressed in the bond or letter of guarantee. 

    (e) The subdivision regulations may be amended from time to time; but no amendment shall become effective unless it 
shall have been proposed by or shall have first been submitted to the Planning Commission for review and 
recommendation. 

        (1) The Planning Commission shall conduct, on behalf of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission all public 
hearings on proposed amendments to the subdivision regulations. 

        (2) The Planning Commission shall hold such hearings after giving at least fifteen (15) days' notice of the time and 
place in a newspaper of general circulation in Augusta-Richmond County. The Planning Commission shall have thirty (30), 
days within which to submit its report; and, if the planning commission fails to submit a report within the thirty (30) day 
period, it shall have deemed to approve the proposed amendment. 

        (3) The Planning Commission is hereby given the authority to give tentative approval or disapproval to preliminary 
plats and to approve or disapprove final plats, but in each case their action shall be taken within thirty (30) days after the 
submission thereof, otherwise, such plat shall be deemed to have been approved and a certificate to that effect shall be 



issued by the Planning Commission on demand; however, the applicant for the Planning Commission's approval may waive 
this requirement and consent to the extension of such period. The ground for disapproval of any plat shall be stated upon 
the records of the Planning Commission. 

    (f) The approval of a plat by the Planning Commission shall not be deemed to constitute or effect an acceptance by 
Commission or the public of the dedication of any street or other ground upon the plat. 

    (g) From and after the time Augusta-Richmond County have adopted subdivision regulations in accordance with this 
article: 

        (1) Unless provided for by exemption within said regulations, an owner or agent of an owner of any land to be 
subdivided who transfers or sells or agrees to sell or negotiate to sell such land by reference to or exhibition of or by other 
use of a plat of subdivision of such land before such plat has been approved by the Planning Commission and recorded in 
the office of the clerk of Superior Court in Richmond County shall be in violation of this division; and the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, through the Augusta-Richmond County attorney, may enjoin or set aside such transfer, 
sale or agreement by appropriate action. 

        (2) The Augusta-Richmond County Commission or other public authority shall not accept, lay out, open, improve, 
grade, pave or light any street or lay or authorize the laying of any water mains, sewers, connections, or other facilities or 
utilities in any street within Augusta-Richmond County unless such street shall have been accepted or opened as, or shall 
otherwise have received the legal status of, a public street prior to the adoption of said subdivision regulations, or unless 
such street corresponds in its location and lines with a street shown on a subdivision plat approved by the Planning 
Commission or on a street plat prepared for and adopted by the Planning Commission. 

        (3) No building permit shall be issued for and no building or other structure shall be erected on any lot within 
Augusta-Richmond County unless the street giving access to the lot shall be accepted or opened as, or shall otherwise have 
received the legal status of, a public street prior to that time, or unless such street corresponds in its location and lines with 
a street shown on a subdivision plat approved by the Planning Commission or on a street plat prepared for and adopted by 
the Planning Commission or with a street located and accepted by the governing body of Augusta-Richmond County. Any 
building erected in violation of this division or the duly adopted subdivision regulations shall be deemed an unlawful 
structure; and the chief building inspection official, Augusta-Richmond County attorney, or other official designated by the 
governing body may bring appropriate action to enjoin such erection or cause it to be vacated or removed. 

§ 1-4-90. CUMULATIVE POWERS. 

All powers and authority granted by this division to the Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission shall be 
cumulative and in addition to all other powers and authority said Planning Commission now has or may later have under 
other laws. 

§ 1-4-91. AMENDMENTS TO ZONING ORDINANCE, MAP AND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. 

Any amendments to the Augusta-Richmond County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, the zoning maps, and any 
amendments to the subdivision regulations of land shall only require the approval of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission when the property is located in Augusta-Richmond County and does not lie within the incorporated area of 
City of Hephzibah or the Town of Blythe. The Commission of Augusta-Richmond County may make amendments to the 
comprehensive zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations of land when the governing body of Augusta-Richmond 
County determines that such a change would be in the best interest of their respective political subdivision. 



§ 1-4-92.--§ 1-4-94. RESERVED. 

[State law reference-Supplementary power of county regarding planning and zoning, Ga. Const., art. IX § IV,¶ II.] 

 

ARTICLE 7 

 

AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY BEAUTIFICATION-CLEAN COMMUNITY COMMISSION

§ 1-4-95.--1-4-102. RESERVED. 

 

ARTICLE 8 

 

LIBRARY 

§ 1-4-103. NAME. 

The name of the library shall be the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library. (Library Const., Art. I) 

§ 1-4-104. HEADQUARTERS. 

The headquarters of the library shall be in the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library in Augusta-Richmond County. 
(Library Const., Art. II) 

§ 1-4-105. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library shall be to offer a full program of library service to all 
citizens of Augusta-Richmond County to meet their informational, educational and recreational needs; to acquire and 
purchase library materials; to circulate materials to the public through existing service points; to develop existing libraries 
and to establish and develop branch libraries, deposits, and bookmobile service as appropriate to the needs; to build a 
reference collection adequate to provide current and reliable information of a reference nature as demanded by the 
community; and to promote the use of libraries by means of instruction, library centered programs, exhibits and other 
public relations media. (Library Const., Art. III) 

§ 1-4-106. GOVERNING BODY. 

    (a) The governing body of the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library shall be a board of trustees composed of ten 



(10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two 
members) to be appointed for terms of four (4) years; provided, however, the initial appointments shall be made as follows: 

        (1) Except as provided herein, members of the governing body of Richmond County and the City of Augusta who 
were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed 
and qualified. 

        (2) Members of the governing body serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as herein 
set forth, to wit: 

Term Expires 

a. Juanita McIntyre District 1 3/31/98 

b. Appointment TBA District 2 3/31/2000 

c. Clarice Dukes District 3 4/20/98 

d. Dr. Laura A. Grady District 4 4/20/98 

e. Mrs. B.J. Lester District 5 4/20/98 

f. Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000 

g. John Mullins District 7 4/20/98 

h. Dr. Mary-Kathleen Blanchard District 8 4/20/98 

i. Samuel E. Tyson, Jr. District 9 4/20/98 

j. Tom Sutherland District 10 3/31/2000 

 

        (3) The successors to the members representing Districts 4 and 8 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

        (4) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 2 and 3 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 



qualified. 

        (5) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

        (6) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

    (b) The officers of the board of trustees shall be a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a treasurer (except, at the 
discretion of the board, the library director employed by the board may discharge any of the duties of the secretary and of 
the treasurer as directed by the board and shall be elected annually from board members. The officers shall be bonded for 
an amount commensurate with the amount of funds handled, and a copy of the bond filed with the Division of Public 
Library Services of the Georgia Department of Education. The term of office of the president shall be limited to two (2) 
successive terms of one (1) year each. 

    (c) Standing committees of the board of trustees shall be the building and grounds committee, development committee, 
finance committee, and the policy committee. Other special committees may be appointed from time to time by the 
president as needed. 

    (d) An executive committee, composed of the officers of the board of trustees, shall be entrusted to govern in the name 
of the board of trustees between meetings of the board. 

§ 1-4-107. INTERLIBRARY COOPERATION. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Public Library may enter into cooperative endeavors with other library systems, either by 
sharing of personnel, materials, and/or services, by confederation, or by merger as seen fit by the governing bodies of both 
library systems, provided that the resulting cooperative endeavor is conducive to the mutual growth and development of the 
library system. 

§ 1-4-108. AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION. 

This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting of the board of trustees by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members 
present, provided that a notice in writing is given at least two (2) weeks prior to the meeting, and provided that a quorum is 
present. 

§ 1-4-109. RESERVED. 

 

ARTICLE 9 

 



HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

§ 1-4-110. ESTABLISHMENT. 

The Human Relations Commission for the County of Richmond, hereinafter referred to as the commission, previously 
created by the Board of Commissioners of Richmond County is hereby continued, ratified and confirmed.

§ 1-4-111. COMPOSITION. 

The composition of the commission shall be composed of ten (10) members, of which five (5) shall be black, all bona fide 
adult residents and representatives of all segments within the community, from the following interests or groups: 
Employers, governmental instrumentalities, health, housing, labor, law enforcement, national origin, racial and religious. 
The Chairman of said commission shall not vote unless it is necessary to break a tie vote. The Mayor of the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, or his designee, shall be an ex officio nonvoting member of the commission.

§ 1-4-112. TERMS OF OFFICE. 

The terms of office for members of the commission shall be four (4) years.

    (a) Except as provided herein, members of the commission of who were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, 
having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified.

    (b) Members of the commission serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as herein 
set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Walter Thomas District 1 3/31/98

(2) Appointment TBA District 2 3/31/2000

(3) Timothy Moses District 3 3/31/98

(4) Appointment TBA District 4 3/31/2000

(5) Dave Mack District 5 3/31/98

(6) Andy Cheeks District 6 11/2/97

(7) James C. Murray, Jr District 7 11/2/97



(8) Michael G. Elliot District 8 3/31/2000

(9) Appointment TBA District 9 3/31/98

(10) Hardie Davis District 10 3/31/2000

 

    (c) The successor to the member representing District 7 shall serve until March 31, 1998, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.

    (d) The successor to the member representing District 6 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.

    (e) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections(b), (c) and (d) hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed 
and qualified.

    (f) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed.

    (g) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year.

§ 1-4-113. OFFICERS AND THEIR TERMS OF OFFICE. 

The commission shall elect a Chairman, Vice-Chairman and such other officers as it deems necessary from its members. 
Such officers shall serve in their respective offices for a term of one year or until their successors shall be appointed. Such 
officers shall serve in their respective office no more than two (2) consecutive one-year terms.

§ 1-4-114. COMPENSATION. 

All members of the commission shall serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for any personal expenses 
incurred in the performance of their duties.

§ 1-4-115. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF. 

The initial appointment of executive director of the commission shall be made by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission. The executive director shall be a person with training and/or experience in intergroup and interracial 
relations. He shall coordinate the activities of the commission and its staff. He may, with the approval of the commission 



and within the budget of the commission, employ such staff as needed. The compensation of the executive director and 
other staff shall be as provided in the budget after such positions have been classified and a salary grade established by the 
Augusta-Richmond County Personnel Board with the approval of Augusta-Richmond County Commission. Following the 
initial appointment of the executive director, the director shall serve at the pleasure of the commission; however, the 
termination of the executive director, or the employment of a new executive director shall require the concurrence of the 
Augusta-Richmond County Commission.

§ 1-4-116. OFFICE SPACE AND FACILITIES. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission is authorized to allocate adequate office space and to provide the necessary 
facilities in the municipal building for the commission, if the office space and facilities are available there. If office space 
and facilities are not there available, then the Commission is authorized to secure adequate office space and to provide the 
necessary facilities as convenient thereto as possible.

§ 1-4-117. BUDGET AND FINANCE. 

The Human Relations Commission shall annually adopt a budget to be submitted for approval to the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. If the governing authority shall approve a budget different from that approved by the commission, 
then such revised budget shall be resubmitted to the commission for approval. The budget shall contain all revenues 
regardless of source, and the expenditures shall be limited to those contained in the approved budget. The commission shall 
be authorized to contract with the state and federal agencies, but such contacts must first be approved by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission. All expenditures of the commission shall be limited to those as specified in the budget.

§ 1-4-118. INSPECTION AND AUDIT OF FINANCIAL RECORDS. 

The financial records of the commission shall be audited annually by a qualified external auditor. Such audit, when 
completed, shall be submitted to the commission for approval and a copy shall be provided to the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. All financial records of the commission shall be open for inspection by Augusta-Richmond County.

§ 1-4-119. MEETINGS. 

The commission shall set forth the time, place and frequency of its meetings to effectuate the purpose of this article, and 
such meetings shall be open to the public.

§ 1-4-120. QUORUM. 

Six (6) members of the commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

§ 1-4-121. RULES, BYLAWS AND POLICY MANUAL. 

The commission shall adopt such rules as it shall deem expedient for the conduct of its business. The commission shall be 
subject to the Augusta-Richmond County Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual applicable to Augusta-Richmond 
County employees generally.

§ 1-4-122. REPORTS. 



The commission shall report in writing its activities to the Commission annually and make such other reports from time to 
time or after the completion of any hearing as it may determine necessary, setting forth the facts found by it and its 
recommendations in the furtherance of its objectives.

§ 1-4-123. DUTIES AND POWERS. 

It shall be the duty of the commission to:

    (a) Study problems of group relationships and promote amicable relations among racial and cultural groups and 
eliminate whatever sources of interracial friction may exist;

    (b) Take appropriate steps by conference and education to deal with conditions which strain relationships;

    (c) Aid in the coordination of the activities of private organizations concerned with these relationships;

    (d) Assemble, analyze, publish and disseminate authentic and factual data and educational materials and reports relating 
to interracial and other group relationships which will assist in the elimination of prejudice, intolerance, intergroup tensions 
and discriminations, and which will promote good will, programs of community education and better human relations;

    (e) Make such investigations, studies and surveys and conduct such public hearings and make such recommendations to 
the Commission as in its judgment will effectuate the policy of this article and as are necessary for the performance of its 
duties;

    (f) Maintain contacts with groups concerned with interracial and intercultural understanding;

    (g) Serve as a source of accurate and reliable data on the problems in the above-mentioned fields;

    (h) Work to remove inequalities, if any, which pertain to minority groups status as such on problems of housing, 
recreation, education, employment, law enforcement, vocational guidance and related matters;

    (i) Investigate and study complaints, problems and specific situations arising between groups or individuals which result 
or may result in tensions, discrimination or prejudice in Augusta-Richmond County on account of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, handicap or age;

    (j) Receive, initiate, investigate and pass upon complaints alleging discrimination in employment, and public 
accommodations because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, handicap or age;

    (k) Receive, hear and investigate complaints of discrimination by or against any person or group and initiate and conduct 
voluntary surveys; assemble pertinent data; confer with any and all groups; and for expediting the work of the commission 
to make investigations and surveys through subcommittees;

    (l) Endeavor by persuasion and education to induce public and private employers, labor and professional organization 
and employment agencies to institute nondiscriminatory practices in employment, union membership, promotion, wages, 
working conditions, layoffs and job opportunities;



    (m) Endeavor by persuasion and education to engender respect for law and order, lawful authority and amenability to 
law enforcement; to desire to distinguish between peaceful dissent and illegal disorder and violence; and a sense of 
individual responsibility and respect for each other without regard to race, color religion, national origin, sex, handicap or 
age;

    (n) Endeavor by persuasion and education to increase racial pride without resentment toward other races, and to point 
out that manifestations of racial hatred and acts of lawlessness directed toward other races generate and intensify 
counteracting racial prejudice and retaliatory racial discrimination;

    (o) Disseminate information by persuasion and education that no group or individuals entitled to special privileges, 
treatment, protection, or immunity by reason of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, social or economic condition, 
handicap or age, but that all have equal responsibility to strive for self-advancement and improvement, civic good, and 
community welfare and best interests;

    (p) Secure the furnishing of equal services to all residents, and where the need is greater, in meeting that need with 
added services;

    (q) Train Augusta-Richmond County employees to use methods of dealing with intergroup relations which develop 
respect for equal rights and which result in equal treatment without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age 
or handicap;

    (r) Assure fair and equal treatment under the law to all citizens;

    (s) Protect the rights of all persons to enjoy public accommodations and facilities and to receive equal treatment from all 
holders of licenses, contracts or privileges from Augusta-Richmond County;

    (t) Assist in improving the equality of opportunity for employment and advancement in Augusta-Richmond County 
government;

    (u) Advise and consult with the Mayor and Commission on all matters involving racial, religious or ethnic prejudice or 
discrimination;

    (v) Recommend such legislative action as it may deem appropriate to effectuate the purpose for this article;

    (w) Adopt, promulgate, amend and rescind suitable rules and procedures to carry out the provisions of this article;

    (x) Issue determinations as may remedy any existing situation found to violate this article and prevent its recurrence, to 
include, but not limited to, the restoration of the complainant's rightful place as if the violation of this article had not 
occurred;

    (y) Investigate, discourage and seek to prevent discriminatory practices against any individual because of race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age or handicap;



    (z) Attempt to act as conciliator in controversies involving human relations;

    (aa) Recommend to the Commission such additional ordinances as will aid in carry out the purpose of this article;

    (bb) Make recommendations to the Mayor and Commission, agencies and officials, for the betterment of intergroup 
relationships and ways and means of discouraging and combating prejudice, intolerance and bigotry in all groups and in 
their relations with one another;

    (cc) Discover all practices and policies calculated to create conflicts, tensions, unfair or unjust discrimination which 
would be deemed detrimental to the community's best interests and recommend ways and means for their elimination;

    (dd) Inform and warn the public of false and sinister propaganda subversive to public interest and search out and reveal 
sources of inflammatory, lewd, vulgar and profane racial propaganda;

    (ee) Promote mutual understanding, tolerance and respect among all economic, racial, religious and nationality groups 
and work to discourage and prevent discriminatory practices against any such group.

§ 1-4-124. UNLAWFUL PRACTICES. 

    (a) It shall be an unlawful employment practice for an employer of fifteen (15) or more employees:

        (1) To fail or refuse to hire or to discharge any individual, or otherwise to discriminate against any individual with 
respect to his or her compensation, benefits, terms, conditions or privileges of employment because of such individuals' 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age or handicap;

        (2) To limit, segregate or classify employees or applicants for employment in any way which would deprive or tend 
to deprive any individual of employment opportunities because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age or 
handicap.

    (b) It shall be an unlawful employment practice for an employment agency to discriminate against any individual 
because of his/her race, religion, color, national origin, age, sex or handicap in receiving, classifying, disposing or 
otherwise acting upon applications for its services or in referring an applicant or applicants to an employer or employers 
covered by this article.

    (c) It shall be unlawful employment practice for a labor organization with fifteen (15) or more members because of the 
race, religion, color, national origin, sex, age or handicap of any individual to exclude or to expel from its membership such 
individual or to discriminate in any way against any of its members or against any employer or any individual employee by 
an employer.

§ 1-4-125. PROCEDURE. 

    (a) Any person or persons alleging an unlawful practice prohibited by this article must file a written complaint with the 
commission or its designated representative, no later than one hundred eighty (180) days after the alleged unlawful practice 
occurred.



    (b) Upon receipt of a complaint, the commission shall serve a copy of the complaint on the respondent within ten (10) 
days of receipt thereof and shall conduct an investigation of the complaint.

    (c) In conducting an investigation of a complaint filed under this article, the commission or its designated 
representatives shall have access at any reasonable time to premises, records, documents, individuals, and other evidence or 
possible sources of evidence relevant to the complaint and shall have the right to examine, record, photograph and copy 
such materials and take and record the testimony or statements of such person as are reasonably necessary for the 
furtherance of the investigation; however, the commission and/or designated representatives must first comply with the 
provisions of the Fourth Amendment relating to unreasonable searches and seizures. Failure of any party to cooperate in the 
reasonable investigative efforts shall be noted in the official report of investigation to the commission for consideration by 
the commission.

    (d) If the commission determines after such investigation that there is reasonable cause to believe the charge is true, the 
commission shall endeavor to eliminate any such alleged unlawful practice by informal and voluntary methods of 
conference, conciliation and persuasion. During such informal endeavors, the commission may seek from the respondent 
such relief as may be appropriate, which may include but is not limited to reinstatement or hiring of employees, with or 
without back pay, or any other equitable relief.

    (e) All investigations, conferences, and negotiations for conciliation pursuant to this article shall be confidential. Further, 
at no time shall the results of any conciliation be made public without the expressed written consent of the parties involved.

    (f) If within ten (10) days after the commission has determined that conciliation efforts have failed, it shall so notify the 
parties in writing; and the respondent may request a hearing before the commission within ten (10) days of the receipt of 
such notice. If the commission determines that the complaint as alleged is not true, it shall dismiss the complaint and notify 
the parties in writing of such determination. Within ten (10) days of receipt of such notice of dismissal, the complainant 
may request a hearing from the commission. A request for a hearing shall be granted expeditiously. No hearing may be had 
from a finding and determination of a lack of jurisdiction. At such hearing, the commission may affirm or set aside its 
findings as set forth in subsection (d) above, in whole or in part.

    (g) If the commission determines after a hearing that any respondent has committed an unlawful act prohibited by this 
article, and the respondent refuses to comply with an order of the commission within sixty (60) days after notification of 
such final disposition, or if the respondent fails to request a hearing before the commission within ten (10) days after 
receipt of notice of failure of conciliation, the commission may institute a civil court action in the appropriate court for 
violation of any provision of this article or failure to comply with an order of the commission.

§ 1-4-126. EXEMPTIONS. 

This article shall not apply to religious corporations, religious associations, religious educational institutions or religious 
societies with respect to the employment of individuals of a particular religion to perform work connected with the carrying 
on by such corporations, associations, educational institutions or societies of its activities. This article shall not apply to the 
employees under the jurisdiction of the Personnel Board of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission and employees of 
elected officials with respect to employment. However, the commission may process charges at the request of the Mayor.

§ 1-4-127. REMEDIES. 

The commission may institute a civil court action in the appropriate court for violation of any provision of § 1-4-124 of this 



article or failure to comply with an order of the commission. The parties to the action would be entitled to a trial de novo.

§ 1-4-128. COOPERATION. 

The commission shall invite and enlist the cooperation of all ethnic, racial and religious groups and community 
organizations in carrying on its work and act as a coordinating agency among them and such other groups in the 
establishment and maintenance of education programs with a view to bringing about better intergroup and racial 
relationships necessary or desirable to carry out specific programs designed to lessen the tensions or improve 
understanding. The commission shall also cooperate with the Mayor, Commission, all other Augusta-Richmond County 
agencies, all state and federal agencies, citizens, citizens' organizations, the board of education, parochial and private 
schools in formulating and developing courses of education to stimulate the interest of the entire population in the 
improvement of services wherever such cooperation is appropriate in effectuating the purposes of this article and in 
accomplishing the objectives of the commission to promote better human relations.

§ 1-4-129. LEGAL SERVICES. 

Legal representation, advice and review of contracts and other records shall be provided by Augusta-Richmond County 
attorney. Obtaining legal representation other than from the Augusta-Richmond County attorney shall require the approval 
of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission.

§ 1-4-130. AGE LIMITATIONS. 

The prohibitions in this article in reference to age shall be limited to individuals who are at least forty (40) years of age.

§ 1-4-131. VACANCIES. 

    (a) In the event of a vacancy by reason of death, disqualification, resignation or other reason, the successor shall be 
appointed to serve for the unexpired period of time for which such member has been appointed; provided, however, the 
ethnic balance shall be maintained, and all members shall continue in office until their successors have been appointed.

    (b) No member of the commission may be removed from office prior to the expiration of his term except for cause as set 
forth in § 1-4-4 above. Prior to said hearing, said member shall be served by registered or certified mail addressed to his 
residence as shown in the files of the human relations commission, at least thirty (30) days before the date set for said 
hearing, with written specifications of the charges against him. The provisions of § 1-4-2(b) and § 1-4-3 shall govern any 
such removal action.

    (c) Without limiting the foregoing, the unexcused absence of any member of the commission from three (3) consecutive 
regular meetings, or more than four (4) meetings during any twelve month period, shall constitute cause for removal of a 
member of the commission.

§ 1-4-132.--§ 1-4-139. RESERVED.

 

CHAPTER 5



 

CEMETERIES AND PARKS

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

GENERALLY 

 

§ 1-5-1. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY CEMETERIES ENUMERATED; PROMULGATION OF 
GOVERNING RULES, ETC. THE CEMETERIES OF AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY SHALL BE THE 
THREE NOW EXISTING, NAMELY, MAGNOLIA CEMETERY, WEST VIEW CEMETERY AND CEDAR 
GROVE CEMETERY.

It shall be the duty of the Commission, whenever it becomes necessary, to lay out or alter avenues and walks, and to make 
such rules and regulations as deemed requisite and proper for the management of such cemeteries and those employed 
therein.

§ 1-5-2. SUPERINTENDENT OF CEMETERIES--GENERALLY; BONDS. 

The Director of the Trees and Landscape is hereby declared to be the general superintendent of Magnolia, Cedar Grove and 
West View Cemeteries.

§ 1-5-3. SUPERINTENDENT--DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The superintendent enumerated in the preceding section shall perform the following duties:

    (a) He shall have charge of the cemeteries to which he is assigned and shall report to the Sheriff's Department all 
violations of the provisions of this article or other ordinances relative thereto which may come to his knowledge;

    (b) He shall superintend the digging of all graves and all interments therein. No grave shall be dug less than three and 
one-half feet deep; nor shall any grave be dug or corpse interred, except under the direction or superintendence of such 
superintendent;

    (c) He shall keep a book of record of all burials in each cemetery, mentioning the names and ages, and the places where 
buried, and make a report, at least annually to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission of the same;

    (d) He shall record, or cause to be recorded, all burial permits, subject to the inspection of all who may be concerned;



    (e) He shall exact prompt payments for all lots, quarter sections, half sections or sections, in such cemeteries, at the time 
of the sale, and receipt therefor, and make a return monthly of such sums to the comptroller, specifying to whom sold, with 
a description of the ground sold;

    (f) He shall have all sections in the cemeteries requiring it properly cleaned, and the trees and shrubbery therein 
trimmed, the same to be paid for by the owners of such sections.

§ 1-5-4. AUTHORITY OF CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENTS--GENERALLY. 

The superintendent of Augusta-Richmond County cemeteries shall have authority to:

    (a) Clean up neglected sections and remove all objects that are obstructions to cemetery equipment;

    (b) Remove flowers and stands from sections five (5) days after the undertaker's canopy is removed;

    (c) Fill sunken graves or sections where water stands;

    (d) Approve or disapprove the setting of monuments and the bricking of sections, and the privileges granted under 
section 1-5-12 shall be subject hereto.

§ 1-5-5. ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF CEDAR GROVE CEMETERY. 

The Superintendent may appoint an employee to be known as the assistant to the superintendent of Cedar Grove Cemetery. 
Such person shall have charge of such cemetery and shall be subject to the same rules and regulations as the superintendent 
of Magnolia and Cedar Grove cemeteries, to whom he shall make all necessary reports.

§ 1-5-6. ASSUMPTION OF CARE OF ROLLERSVILLE CEMETERY; SUPERVISION; CONVICT LABOR TO 
BE USED. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission assumes the care of Rollersville Cemetery, using therefore the services of 
convicts for the purpose of keeping such cemetery in a clean and sanitary condition. (City of Augusta Code 1952, Ch. 12, § 
14)

§ 1-5-7. DIGGING GRAVES AND BUILDING VAULTS--BY WHOM PERFORMED; SUPERVISION.

The digging of graves and the building of vaults in the several cemeteries of Augusta-Richmond County shall be done by 
the employees of Augusta-Richmond County under the supervision of the superintendents of the several cemeteries, 
respectively. If this work cannot be performed practically or economically by Augusta-Richmond County employees, then 
the same may be done by other employees under the direction of the superintendents of the several cemeteries, 
respectively.

§ 1-5-8. SAME--SCHEDULE OF FEES. 



The fees for all work described in the two (2) preceding sections shall be collected and paid over to the proper officer and 
shall be as follows:

    (a) For opening and closing of single graves: Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) on weekdays before 4:00 p.m., Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) on weekdays after 4:00 p.m. and Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) on weekends and 
holidays. For opening and closing of double graves (two individuals to a single plot): Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) on 
weekdays, and Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) on weekends and holidays. For purposes of this subsection, "weekends" 
includes up to 1:00 p.m. on the following Monday, and "holidays" includes up to 1:00 p.m. on the following business day 
and includes all national, state and local holidays. For burial of children under twelve years of age, Seventy-Five Dollars 
($75.00). For cremations and burial of stillborn babies, Fifty Dollars ($50.00).

    (b) In addition to the foregoing fees, fees for all other and miscellaneous work shall still be collected and paid over to 
Augusta-Richmond County. Exceptions to the fees shall be approved by the Administrator and Superintendent of 
Cemeteries.

§ 1-5-9. SAME--NO CHARGE FOR INDIGENT. 

No charge shall be made for digging graves and attending funerals of the indigent.

§ 1-5-10. CEMETERY EMPLOYEES TO WORK EXCLUSIVELY IN CEMETERIES, ETC. 

No Augusta-Richmond County cemetery employee shall be permitted to work within Augusta-Richmond County 
cemeteries during his regular work hours except for Augusta-Richmond County government.

§ 1-5-11. PURCHASE OF CEMETERY MATERIALS. 

All material used in Augusta-Richmond County cemeteries shall be purchased by Augusta-Richmond County on 
requisition, and monthly accounts of all transactions shall be kept by the superintendent and reported to the Administrator.

§ 1-5-12. RIGHT OF LOT OWNERS TO CULTIVATE TREES, GRASS, ETC.; REMOVAL WHEN 
DANGEROUS, ETC. 

    (a) The proprietor of each cemetery lot shall have the right to enclose the same with a wall, fence or railing, except of 
wood, and to cultivate trees, shrubs and plants in the same, but no tree growing within the wall or lot, shall be cut down or 
destroyed without the consent of the Superintendent of Cemeteries. If any trees or shrubs situated in any cemetery lot shall, 
by means of their roots, branches or otherwise, become detrimental to the adjacent lots or avenues, or dangerous or 
inconvenient to pedestrians, it shall be the duty of the Commission, and it shall have the right, to enter the lot and have such 
trees or shrubs, or such parts thereof as are detrimental, dangerous or inconvenient, removed.

    (b) The proprietor of each such cemetery lot shall also have the right to plant and cultivate grass thereon, but if any 
grass, whether planted by the proprietor or growing naturally upon the lot, is neglected by the proprietor and permitted to 
grow wild, and such grass, weeds or underbrush are allowed to grow unattended or such lot otherwise is not kept clean, the 
superintendent of the cemetery wherein the lot is located shall mail to the proprietor of the lot ten (10) days written notice 
at his last known address to remedy the condition, or if the proprietor or his address be unknown or if the proprietor is 
deceased, then written notice shall be posted upon the lot for ten (10) days requiring the condition to be remedied. If at the 
expiration of such ten-day period from the mailing or the posting of such written notice the condition has not been 



remedied, then Augusta-Richmond County shall be authorized to kill and destroy the grass, weeds and underbrush, 
thoroughly clean the lot and cover the same with sand, gravel, or any accepted chemical in general use which will 
thereafter prevent vegetation upon such lot.

§ 1-5-13. DESTRUCTION, ETC., OF TOMBS, MONUMENTS, TREES, ETC.; USE OF FIREARMS, ETC. 

Any person who shall destroy, mutilate, deface or in anyway injure or remove any tomb, monument, gravestone or other 
structure or article for the protection or ornament of any Augusta-Richmond County cemetery, or of any lot within any 
Augusta-Richmond County cemetery or shall willfully destroy, cut, break, remove or injure any tree, shrub, plant, flower or 
ornament, or shall use firearms of any description, or commit any other trespass, within the limits of such cemeteries, shall 
be punished as provided in § 1-6-1 hereof. Any such fine, when recovered, may be applied by the Commission, in its 
discretion, to the reparation and restoration of the property destroyed or injured.

§ 1-5-14. PLUCKING, ETC., FLOWERS WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to cut, pluck or carry away any flower on or from any cemetery lot, other than his own, 
except by permission of the owner of such lot.

§ 1-5-15. REMOVAL OF IMPROPER, ETC., MONUMENTS, ETC., USE OF COPING PROHIBITED. 

    (a) If any monument, effigy or enclosure, or any structure or inscription placed in or upon any cemetery lot shall be 
determined by the Commission to be offensive, or improper or injurious to the surrounding lots or grounds, the 
Commission shall have the right to enter upon such lot and have the offensive or improper object removed.

    (b) The use of coping in Augusta-Richmond County cemeteries is prohibited.

§ 1-5-16. PERMISSION REQUIRED FOR BURIAL OUTSIDE CITY CEMETERY.

It shall be unlawful for any person to bury, or cause to be buried, any dead person in any other place within Augusta-
Richmond County than a public cemetery without the permission of the county board of health.

§ 1-5-17. PERMITS TO BURY OR MOVE DEAD BODIES REQUIRED.

No superintendent or other person in charge of any cemetery under the jurisdiction of Augusta-Richmond County shall 
bury or remove from Augusta-Richmond County the body of any deceased person without first obtaining from the board of 
health a proper burial permit. No undertaker, or agent of any railroad, or conductor of any railroad train, or agent or 
employee of any express company, or any other person, shall remove the body of a deceased person who died in Augusta-
Richmond County, or may have been brought into Augusta-Richmond County for burial beyond the limits thereof, without 
such a permit from the board of health, or from a person designated by it.

§ 1-5-18. BURIAL OF PAUPERS IN FAMILY PLOTS.

Where a deceased person has been certified by the department of family and children's services to be a pauper at the time of 
death and the family owns a plot in one of Augusta-Richmond County cemeteries and agrees for the person to be buried 
there, such a burial shall be permitted.



§ 1-5-19.--§ 1-5-25. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

SALE AND MAINTENANCE OF LOTS 

§ 1-5-26. PRICES.

The prices of single lots and single graves per grave site in the several cemeteries of Augusta-Richmond County shall be 
two hundred dollars ($200.00), which price includes perpetual care. The two hundred dollars ($200.00) collected, as 
provided for above, shall be distributed as follows: One hundred dollars ($100.00) to the general fund and one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) to perpetual care.

§ 1-5-27. MAINTENANCE OF LOTS OR SECTIONS BY AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY; PERPETUAL 
CARE AGREEMENT.

In consideration of the respective sums of moneys stipulated in § 1-5-26 to be paid, Augusta-Richmond County will 
covenant and agree for the benefit of all persons living or dead, interested therein, to perpetually care for and maintain in 
neat, orderly and becoming condition such lots or sections.

§ 1-5-28. ISSUANCE OF CONTRACT; CONTENTS OF CONTRACT.

Upon payment of the charge prescribed in § 1-5-26, the superintendent shall issue to the person paying such charge a 
contract in accordance with the provisions of this article in which the location of the lot described as section or part of 
section in accordance with the methods employed by the cemetery where the same is located, the amount paid for the lot or 
section, the number of graves, the cemetery where located and the name in which recorded shall be designated.

§ 1-5-29. RECORD BOOKS CONTAINING CONTRACTS, ETC., REQUIRED; INDEX.

There shall be kept at the office of the cemetery where any lot referred to in the preceding section is located a substantially 
bound printed book, printed in the form of the contract issued under the provisions of the preceding section and the 
superintendent of the cemetery shall, contemporaneously with the execution and delivery of such contract, fill out in such 
book an exact copy of the contract so delivered, identifying it with his signature, and shall also contemporaneously send a 
copy of such contract, likewise identified, to the Clerk of Commission, by whom there shall be kept a loose-leaf book 
wherein he shall promptly and permanently fix such contract copy. There shall be kept by both such superintendent and 
such Clerk of Commission an accurate index to such books, under the name of the owner of the lot as it appears on the 
records of the cemetery under the lot number, also under the name of the person paying for such permanent upkeep and 
maintenance.

§ 1-5-30. RECORD REQUIRED OF CONDITION OF MUNICIPAL-MAINTAINED LOTS; INSPECTIONS; 
INDEX. 



    (a) In addition to the books specified in the preceding section there shall also be kept in the office of the superintendent 
of the cemetery a book in which shall be provided appropriate spaces for the record of each lot which the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission is obligated to keep up and maintain, and spaces opposite thereto for the record each three 
months of the fact that all necessary work has been done on such lot and that it is in a neat, orderly and becoming 
condition.

    (b) It shall be the duty of the superintendent to personally inspect all of such lots at frequent intervals, in no case longer 
than three months, and to see to it that the obligations of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission are fully complied 
with, and to make entries on such book in accordance with the facts revealed by such inspections. He shall promptly after 
making such entries transmit a certified copy thereof to the Clerk of the Commission who shall promptly and permanently 
fix such copy in a loose-leaf book provided for such purpose. Such books shall be indexed as provided in the preceding 
section.

§ 1-5-31. ERECTION OF MARKER UPON ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRACT.

        (a) Upon the acceptance of a cemetery contract as provided in § 1-5-29, a stone marker or monument bearing the 
letters A.R.C. shall be fixed or erected on the lot designated in the contract.

    (b) All monuments erected at the grave sites in the cemeteries owned and operated by Augusta-Richmond County shall 
be placed upon a concrete foundation as hereinafter set forth.

    (c) In order to guarantee that said monuments will be placed on a solid foundation, no tombstone may be placed until 
Augusta-Richmond County has fixed a proper cement foundation for the support of said monument.

    (d) The charges for the laying of said foundation shall be payable in advance and that the charges for laying said 
foundation shall be in accordance with the base size of the monument and the charges for each size shall be set from time to 
time by the Commission with a schedule of the charges maintained in the Clerk of the Commission's office.

    (e) The cemetery crews that are employed by Augusta-Richmond County shall see to it that a proper and solid 
foundation is laid immediately after the payment of the fees.

§ 1-5-32. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR MONUMENTS, STRUCTURES, ETC.

Nothing contained in this article shall be construed as imposing any obligation on Augusta-Richmond County with respect 
to monuments, curbing, mausoleum, ornaments, memorial, structures, headstones or other improvements, whose sole 
obligation shall be to perpetually care for and maintain in a neat, orderly and becoming condition the lot or section 
described in the contract.

§ 1-5-33.--§ 1-5-39. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 3 

 



PARKS 

§ 1-5-40. COMMERCIAL VEHICLES IN PARKS.

The driveways of the parks of Augusta-Richmond County not being public thoroughfares, it shall be unlawful for vehicles 
engaged in the transportation of goods, etc., to use such driveways. 

§ 1-5-41. RIDING HORSES, MOTORCYCLES AND MOTORBIKES IN PARKS, ETC., WHEN PROHIBITED 
AND POSTED. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride horseback or to operate a motorcycle or motorbike, or to ride thereon, in any 
public park or playground within Augusta-Richmond County, if the Commission has proscribed such activity, and notice 
thereof has been posted in such park. Any person violating this section shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. 

§ 1-5-42. RIDING MOTORCYCLES, ETC., ON WALKWAYS. 

It shall be unlawful to ride motorcycles or similar motorized vehicles along the walkways of Augusta-Richmond County 
parks or greens. 

§ 1-5-43. SPEED LIMIT FOR VEHICLES, ETC. 

It shall be unlawful to drive or run vehicles, or to ride horses or bicycles, along the driveways of Augusta-Richmond 
County parks at a greater rate of speed than six (6) miles an hour. 

§ 1-5-44. DEFACING, ETC., MONUMENTS, ETC. 

It shall be unlawful to deface or injure in any way any public structure or monument located in Augusta-Richmond County 
parks or greens or to break, cut, bend or injure in any way the trees, shrubs or plants in such parks or greens. 

§ 1-5-45. DAMAGING, ETC., PARK PROPERTY--GENERALLY. 

Any person who shall climb upon or otherwise damage the fences around any of the public or private parks in Augusta-
Richmond County, or who shall sit, stand or swing on the gates or turnstiles of any such park enclosures, or shall cut, 
break, deface or in any other way mutilate any of such enclosures, or any tree or shrub planted within any of such parks, or 
any seat, statue, fountain, work of art or object of adornment placed therein, shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. 

§ 1-5-46. REMOVING ARTICLES FROM PARKS. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to remove any article of whatever kind from any park of Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-5-47. FISHING OR BATHING IN LAKES, PONDS OR FOUNTAINS--GENERALLY. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Code, it shall be unlawful for any person to fish, seine or bathe in the lakes, ponds or 
fountains located in the parks or greens of Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-5-48. FISHING PROHIBITED IN LAKE OLMSTEAD EXCEPT WITH HOOK AND LINE; WEST END OF 
LAKE OLMSTEAD TO BE USED FOR FISHING ONLY. 

    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to take fish from or out of Lake Olmstead, by fishing or otherwise, in any other 
manner than by fishing with a hook and line held in the hand. All persons are expressly forbidden to fish in Lake Olmstead 
by set or trot lines, seining or netting, basketing or trapping, shooting fish with firearms of any description, dynamiting or 
killing with any explosive, gigging or spearing, liming the water or using any poisonous substance whatever. 

    (b) The entire west end of Lake Olmstead, that is, the area west of the Lake Olmstead bridge, shall be used for fishing 
only; except, that boats may use such area for the purpose of permitting the owners thereof to propel the same between 
docks and boat houses located within such area and the remaining portion of Lake Olmstead east of the Lake Olmstead 
bridge. 

    (c) Any person violating the terms of this section shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. 

§ 1-5-49. PARKS TO BE CLEARED BY 11:00 P.M. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to remain in any park after 11:00 p.m. It shall be the duty of the Sheriff's Department to 
clear all parks by 11:00 p.m. 

§ 1-5-50. LAKE OLMSTEAD--OPERATION OF BOATS. 

Boats over ten (10) horsepower shall be permitted to operate on Lake Olmstead on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
3:00 p.m. until dark and at such times on weekends when there exists a bona fide ski tournament being held on said lake. 
All other times motorboats shall be limited to those with ten (10) horsepower or less. All boats operated on said lake must 
have underwater exhaust systems or mufflers. Violations of this section shall be subject to penalties as provided in § 1-6-1 
of this Code. The Sheriff's Department shall be authorized to issue permits for bona fide water sport functions at times in 
conflict with this section. 

§ 1-5-51. LAKE OLMSTEAD--SPEED--GENERALLY. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a boat of any kind on Lake Olmstead at Julian Smith Park at a speed greater 
than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing, and in no event in excess of twenty-five (25) miles per 
hour, except as provided in § 1-5-50. 

§ 1-5-52. LAKE OLMSTEAD--PERSONS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF LIQUOR OR DRUGS. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride in or operate a boat on Lake Olmstead who is under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or narcotic drugs. 

§ 1-5-53. POLICE POWERS OF SUPERVISORS. 

    (a) The supervisors of the parks of Augusta-Richmond County are hereby clothed with police powers to enforce the 
provisions of this article. 



§ 1-5-54. RIVERWALK. 

    (a) The use of skateboards, roller skates, unicycles, bicycles, tricycles, mopeds, motorcycles, trail bikes, go-carts, and 
other motor vehicles is prohibited on the Riverwalk; provided, however, that bicycle riding shall be permitted along the 
brick walkway constructed along the top of the levee. 

    (b) No person shall play a radio or any sound recording device on the Riverwalk. 

    (c) No person shall be permitted to bring a dog on the Riverwalk; provided, however, that persons shall be permitted to 
walk dogs on a leash along the brick walkway constructed along the top of the levee. 

    (d) No person shall be allowed to fish off the Riverwalk. 

    (e) The term Riverwalk as used herein is defined as that portion of the Augusta Levee located between 6th Street and 
10th Street, including any property between said portion of said Levee and the Savannah River, together with that portion 
of 8th Street between Reynolds Street and said Levee. 

    (f) Any person found in violation of any provision of subsections (a) through (d) above shall be punished as provided in 
§ 1-6-1 of this Code. 

 

CHAPTER 6

 

COURTS, FINES AND IMPRISONMENT

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

IN GENERAL 

§ 1-6-1. GENERAL PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF CODE, ETC.; CONTINUING VIOLATIONS.

Whenever in this Code or in any ordinance of Augusta-Richmond County or any rule or regulation or order promulgated by 
any officer or agency of Augusta-Richmond County under authority duly vested in him or if any act is prohibited or is 
made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or whenever in such Code or ordinance or rule, regulation 
or order the doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an offense or a 
misdemeanor where no specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of any such provision of this Code or any such 
ordinance, rule, regulation or order shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or by imprisonment not 



exceeding sixty (60) days, either or both, in the discretion of the judge of the court having jurisdiction. Each day any 
violation of any provision of this Code or of any such ordinance or rule, regulation or order shall continue shall constitute a 
separate offense.

§ 1-6-2. CONFINEMENT OF DRUNK AND DISORDERLY PERSONS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER OR 
STOCKADE. 

Any person found drunk or acting in a disorderly manner in any place within Augusta-Richmond County may be 
committed to the Law Enforcement Center or the Augusta-Richmond County stockade by the Sheriff's Department, until 
brought before the Municipal Court, and discharged by due course of law.

§ 1-6-3. PAROLES-BY JUDGE. 

The judge of any court having jurisdiction may parole any person sentenced by such judge to serve part or all of such 
sentence outside of the Law Enforcement Center of the Augusta-Richmond County Stockade.

§ 1-6-4. JUDGE MAY REQUIRE PAROLEES TO REPORT, ETC. 

The judge of any Court having jurisdiction may require any person paroled by them to report to any person designated by 
them at any time and place and as often as they may require.

§ 1-6-5. PAROLED PERSON’S FAILURE TO ABIDE BY TERMS; EFFECT OF REVOCATION. 

If any paroled person fails to abide by the terms of his parole, such person shall be subject to arrest and without further trial 
required to serve the remaining part of his sentence in confinement at the place provided for prisoners by the Sheriff's 
Department. Any person whose parole shall have been revoked shall not have the right to be paroled the second time for 
and while serving the remainder of the original sentence.

§ 1-6-6. PAROLED PERSON’S INELIGIBILITY WHEN CONVICTED AGAIN FOR SOME OFFENSE WITHIN 
SIX MONTHS. 

Any person who has been paroled in accordance with this chapter shall not be eligible for parole if convicted again for the 
same offense within a period of six months from the date of expiration of the last previous sentence or parole.

§ 1-6-7. RESERVED. 

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

§ 1-6-8. JURISDICTION. 



The Municipal Court of Augusta-Richmond County shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the State Court of Richmond 
County to try misdemeanor offenses under the laws of Georgia punishable as set forth in O.C.G.A. §§ 17-10-3 and 17-10-4. 
The Municipal Court shall have jurisdiction of all violations of the ordinances of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission. [Ref: O.C.G.A. § 36-32-10.2; Act #381, effective 4/21/97; H.B. 1020, effective 6/1/97] 

§ 1-6-9. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

    (a) Except as otherwise provided herein or by local act, the Municipal Court of Richmond County, and the judges of said 
Court, shall have the power and authority set forth in Chapter 32 of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. 

    (b) The Chief Judge of the Municipal Court shall be responsible for the overseeing and directing of the operation of 
Municipal Court and for allocating and scheduling cases and other judicial duties so as to distribute the workload equitably 
among the Judges having misdemeanor jurisdiction in Richmond County. 

    (c) No Judge of Municipal Court shall be a member of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission during the term of 
the Commission in effect at the time of appointment, nor be eligible for election to the Commission during such service as 
Judge of Municipal Court. 

§ 1-6-10. SESSIONS OF COURT; JUDGES' FAILURE TO ATTEND SESSIONS. 

The sessions of the Municipal Court shall be held at such times and hours as the Chief Judge of Municipal Court may from 
time to time determine. For all failure on the part of any judge in attending said daily sessions over which he is scheduled 
to preside, a corresponding deduction shall be made from his salary. 

§ 1-6-11. REMOVAL OF JUDGES FROM OFFICE. 

Any Judge of Municipal Court, other than the State Court Judge who shall serve as the Chief Judge of Municipal Court, 
may be removed by the Commission from office for cause by a majority vote of all the members of Commission upon 
written charges, in accord with the procedures set forth in § 1-4-2(b) and 1-4-3. 

 

ARTICLE 3 

 

SOLICITOR 

§ 1-6-12. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

The Solicitor of the State Court of Richmond County shall serve as the prosecuting attorney in the Municipal Court. The 
Solicitor shall have the power and authority set forth in Chapter 32 of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. 

 



ARTICLE 4 

 

STOCKADE 

§ 1-6-13. OPERATIONS. 

The stockade shall be under the direction and supervision of the Sheriff of Richmond County. 

 

CHAPTER 7

 

PERSONNEL

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

IN GENERAL 

§ 1-7-1. PAYMENT OF CLAIMS OR JUDGMENTS AGAINST COUNTY EMPLOYEES. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission hereby adopts the following policy establishing the terms and conditions 
under which it may pay part or all of any claim or civil judgment against any person whose defense the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission is authorized to undertake under section 45-9-21 of the Georgia Code Annotated (Georgia Laws 1974, 
page 702): The Augusta-Richmond County Commission will pay any judgment rendered against a county employee when 
the Commission feels that the employee was performing his duty as an Augusta-Richmond County employee.

[State law reference-Payments of claims or judgments for members of governing bodies of municipalities, counties, etc., 
O.C.G.A. § 45-9-22.]

§ 1-7-2. COUNTY ATTORNEY TO DEFEND COUNTY EMPLOYEES.

    (a) As a part of the compensation and terms of employment of members of the Commission, department heads, other 
elected and appointed officials, and employees of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, the county attorney is 
hereby directed to defend all civil, criminal or quasi-criminal actions brought against such persons described above arising 
out of the performance of their duties or in any way connected therewith, whether based upon negligence, violation of 



contract rights, or violation of civil, constitutional, common law or statutory rights; provided, however, the county attorney 
shall not be authorized to furnish a defense to any person charged with a criminal offense involving theft, embezzlement or 
other like crime with respect to the property or money of Augusta-Richmond County or any other governmental entity; and 
provided further, the county attorney shall not be required to furnish a defense where liability insurance has been provided 
by Augusta-Richmond County to protect outside parties and pay damages by reason of the occurrence or action complained 
of. It is hereby resolved that Augusta-Richmond County may expend public funds to furnish all costs in connection with 
the defense of such action, including but not limited to attorney's fees, court costs, deposition costs, witness fees and 
compensation.

    (b) In addition to the above and apart from the provisions of the above statute of Georgia, the Commission may 
authorize the payment of any judgment against Augusta-Richmond County and/or its elected officials, department heads or 
employees where it is determined by the Commission that the occurrence of action complained of resulted from good-faith 
conduct on the part of Augusta-Richmond County official or employee in carrying out the duties of his or her office and 
such conduct was not in violation of any rules, regulations or ordinance of Augusta-Richmond County or of state or federal 
law.

§ 1-7-3.--§ 1-7-10. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

PERSONNEL SYSTEM 

§ 1-7-11. PERSONS INCLUDED AND EXCLUDED--GENERALLY. 

All employees of the governing authority of Augusta-Richmond County are hereby placed under the personnel system 
except the following: director of recreation; director of Daniel Field; director of Human Resources; director of the fire 
department; director of indigent defense; director of public works; director of utilities (water); director of public transit; 
director of animal control; director of the Richmond County Correctional Institute; director of Bush Field; director of 
finance; director of housing & neighborhood development; director of Main Street Augusta; Administrator; director of 
information technology; director of purchasing; tax assessor; director of license and inspections; director of trees and 
landscape; director of human relations; county attorney; director of emergency management; clerk of commission; and 
internal auditor. Other department heads and professional positions in county government under the jurisdiction of the 
Augusta-Richmond County Commission may also be excluded by said Commission by appropriate resolution.

§ 1-7-12. INCLUSION OF PRESENT EMPLOYEES.

All those individuals already employed by Augusta-Richmond County and not excluded herein under the provisions of § 1-
7-11 and not excluded in the future under the provisions of § 1-7-11 shall be covered under the personnel system without 
further examination.

§ 1-7-13. PERSONNEL BOARD--ESTABLISHED, COMPOSITION; APPOINTMENT, TERMS OF OFFICE, 
SELECTION OF MAYOR, FILLING OF VACANCIES; REMOVAL FROM OFFICE; COMPENSATION.



    (a) There is hereby established by the governing authority of Richmond County a personnel board composed of ten (10) 
citizens of Augusta-Richmond County of known interest in the improvement of public administration by impartial selection 
of qualified and efficient personnel (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation 
choose to appoint two members) to be appointed for terms of four (4) years; provided, however, the initial appointments 
shall be made as follows:

        (1) Except as provided herein, members of the personnel board of Richmond County and the City of Augusta who 
were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed 
and qualified.

        (2) Members of the personnel board serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as herein 
set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

Colis Ivey District 1 3/31/98

Dr. Velma Curtis District 2 3/31/2000

James Watson District 3 3/31/98

Deborrah Howard District 4 3/31/2000

Al Ferguson District 5 3/31/98

Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000

Owen Crickenberger District 7 2/28/2000

Robert W. Silas District 8 3/31/2000

Appointment TBA District 9 3/31/98

William Mayfield District 10 3/31/2000

 

        (3) The successor to the member representing District 7 shall serve until March 31, 1998, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.



        (4) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 2 and 3 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified.

        (5) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed.

        (6) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year.

     (b) No member of the personnel board may be removed from office prior to the expiration of his term except for cause, 
as provided in § 1-4-4 herein, after having been given notice and afforded a hearing before the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission pursuant to § 1-4-2(b) and § 1-4-3.

    (c) Members of the personnel board shall be paid the sum of twenty dollars ($20.00) per diem for time actually devoted 
to the business of the board, not exceeding thirty (30) days in any calendar year, and shall be reimbursed for actual and 
necessary travel expenses.

§ 1-7-14. SAME--MEETINGS.

All meetings of the personnel board shall be held in the chambers of the Commission in the Municipal building of 
Richmond County. Said board shall hold regular meetings at least once each month, and may hold such additional meetings 
as may be required for the proper discharge of its duties.

§ 1-7-15. SAME--PURPOSE; DUTIES AND POWERS.

        (a) Purpose. It shall be the duty, function and responsibility of the personnel board to represent the interests of the 
public in the improvement of personnel administration and the selection of qualified personnel.

        (b) Duties and Powers. The duties and functions of the personnel board shall be as follows:

            (1) [The personnel board shall have the responsibility] to propose rules and regulations and standards of the 
personnel system, and thereafter recommend to the board of commissioners the adoption of rules and regulations and 
standards effectuating the personnel system established under this article. Such rules and regulations shall include 
provisions for the establishment and maintenance of job classification and compensation plans, the conduct of 
examinations for appointment under the personnel system; the certification of eligible persons, appointments, promotions, 
transfers, demotions, separations, tenure, service ratings, reinstatements, appeals and such additional regulations as may be 
deemed to be in the best interest of impartial selection of efficient personnel and improvement of public administration. 
Such rules and regulations shall prohibit political activity by any employee covered by the personnel system or the 
personnel board. The rules and regulations may provide for establishment of a register of persons eligible for appointment 
under the personnel system. Said rules and regulations when proposed by the personnel board as aforesaid and approved 
and adopted by the board of commissioners shall have the force of law and be binding upon all employees, departments and 
offices of the county governing authority that are not excluded herein[, provided, however, that] the board of 



commissioners shall have authority to amend, change or make additions to any rules and regulations adopted hereunder.

            (2) [The personnel board shall have responsibility] to conduct hearings and render decisions on dismissals and to 
hear appeals from any employee who claims to have been improperly dismissed. The personnel board shall consider only 
complaints or grievances of employees as to dismissals. All complaints or grievances of any employees as to, transfers or 
suspensions shall be considered by the county administrator, whose decision shall be final.

            (3) The personnel board shall keep and maintain an accurate record of minutes and shall be authorized to hire a 
clerk to keep and maintain its minutes; the compensation of such clerk is to be in accordance with the pay plan adopted for 
other employees under the personnel system.

            (4) Said personnel board shall be authorized to make recommendations as to amendments, additions to, and 
changes in said rules and regulations from time to time; and, when said amendments, changes or additions are adopted by 
the board of commissioners, said amendments shall have the force of law and be binding on all parties affected by said 
personnel system.

§ 1-7-16. SAME--PAYMENT OF COSTS FROM COUNTY FUNDS.

All costs for salaries, fees, expenses, personnel and supplies for the operation of the personnel board and its office shall be 
paid out of county funds with prior approval of the Commission.

§ 1-7-17. DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES.

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall select and appoint a qualified person as director of human resources and 
shall fix his compensation.

§ 1-7-18. LIMITATION ON EMPLOYEE'S RIGHT OF ACTION.

No employee shall be entitled to any type of action, complaint or grievance procedure as to dismissal until such employee 
has been in continuous employment for twelve (12) consecutive months. Continuous employment shall mean employment 
unbroken by discharge or resignation. Reelection or reappointment at the end of the term shall be regarded as continuous 
employment.

§ 1-7-19. EMPLOYEE DISMISSAL, RIGHT TO APPEAL.

No employee of any department or office of Augusta-Richmond County which has been brought under the personnel 
system pursuant to this article may be dismissed from employment in said department or office except for good cause and 
in accordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the Commission. Any employee who is dismissed shall have the 
right of appeal pursuant to the terms of the rules and regulations prescribed for appeal by the personnel board.

§ 1-7-20.--§ 1-7-30. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 3 



 

CLASSIFICATION PLAN 

 

§ 1-7-31. ADOPTION; SALARY GRADE ALLOCATION INCORPORATED AS PART BY REFERENCE. 

The position classification as adopted and amended from time to time is hereby adopted as the classification plan for 
Augusta-Richmond County and its employees under the jurisdiction of the Commission.

[Editor's note: Copies of the position classification plan and the salary grade allocation made by reference a part thereof 
may be found on file in the office of the director of human resources.]

§ 1-7-32. COVERAGE.

This classification plan shall include all full-time permanent classes of classified positions in Augusta-Richmond County 
government under the jurisdiction of the Commission, with the exception of the following: director of recreation; director 
of Daniel Field; director of Human Resources; director of the fire department; director of indigent defense; director of 
public works; director of utilities (water); director of public transit; director of animal control; director of the Richmond 
County Correctional Institute; director of finance; director of housing & neighborhood development; director of Main 
Street Augusta; Administrator; director of information technology; director of purchasing; director of license and 
inspections; director of trees and landscape; director of human relations; county attorney; director of emergency 
management; Equal Opportunity Officer; clerk of commission; and internal auditor. Other department heads and 
professional positions in county government under the jurisdiction of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission may also 
be excluded by said Commission by appropriate resolution.

§ 1-7-33. RESERVED.

§ 1-7-34. ADMINISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE; REALLOCATION, RECLASSIFICATION OF 
POSITIONS.

    (a) The director of human resources shall be responsible for the administration and maintenance of the position 
classification plan.

       (b) Department heads shall be responsible for bringing to the attention of the director of human resources any material 
change in the nature of the duties, responsibilities, working conditions and other factors affecting the classification of any 
position. Following the receipt of such information concerning any position, the director of human resources shall then 
restudy the position and determine if the classification of the position should be changed. Authority to reallocate positions 
to classes on the basis of kind and level of duties and responsibilities is vested in the personnel board subject to the 
approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. The director of human resources shall report any recommended 
reclassifications from the personnel board to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for their approval. Copies of the 
reclassification plan, as amended, will be furnished to members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, to the 
personnel board, to the department heads, and shall be on file in the office of the director of human resources.

§ 1-7-35. ESTABLISHMENT, CLASSIFICATION OF NEW POSITIONS.



The Commission has the authority to determine the need for new positions, and to create and establish any needed position. 
The Commission has the responsibility to review budget requirements based on their initiative or that of department heads. 
The director of human resources shall, before filling any new position not excluded by the Commission under the coverage 
of this plan, prepare a job description, determine the recommended salary grade thereof, and report same to the personnel 
board, which shall allocate new positions to the existing classes or to new classes or positions in Augusta-Richmond 
County's service, subject to the approval of the Commission. The director of human resources shall report the 
recommended allocation of the new positions, recommended by the personnel board to the Commission for their approval.

§ 1-7-36.--§ 1-7-50. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 4

 

PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

§ 1-7-51. ADOPTED. 

There is hereby adopted the Richmond County Personnel Policies and Procedures, to be designated as an Appendix to the 
Augusta-Richmond County Code and incorporated herein by reference. 

(b) The Richmond County Personnel Policies and Procedures heretofore adopted and designated as an appendix to the 
Augusta-Richmond County Code, and incorporated by reference, are amended by amending Section 11B.8. such that it 
shall read as follows: 

8. Abuse or theft of Augusta-Richmond County property; provided, however, theft of property, constituting an offense 
under O.C.G.A. Title 16, Chapter 8, Article 1, shall require mandatory dismissal from employment by Augusta-Richmond 
County. For purposes of this paragraph, an admission of guilt, a plea of nolo contendere, or a plea under the first offender 
probation statute, O.C.G.A. § 42-8-60, et seq. shall be deemed an admission of the offense.

 

Further Section 11.C.3.e. is hereby amended such that it shall read as follows:

e. The Administrator shall render a decision on the proposal for dismissal based on all the relevant information; provided, 
however, any employee who commits a theft of Augusta-Richmond County property shall be dismissed.(Ord. #6199, 
September 21,1999)

§ 1-7-52. DEPARTMENT HEAD TO CERTIFY PAYROLL.

The department head shall certify by signature on each payroll that each person whose name appears on the payroll has 
been lawfully appointed and that they have actually worked the time for which they are being paid or were authorized leave 
with pay. Department heads shall further certify that such leave, if any, has been approved and that it has been reported to 



the human resources department.

§ 1-7-53.--§ 1-7-59. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 5 

 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

 

§ 1-70-60. POLICY. 

Augusta-Richmond County does hereby reaffirm its policy to insure equal opportunity in employment for all persons and to 
provide, to the maximum extent possible, the same employment, placement, training, promotion and salary opportunities 
without regard to race, sex, color, national origin, religion, political affiliation, age, physical handicaps (except where age, 
sex or physical handicap constitute a bona fide occupational qualification), or any other non-merit factor, and to promote 
the full realization of equal employment opportunity through a continuing affirmative action plan applicable to each 
department of Augusta-Richmond County and to be an integral part of the total personnel management program.

§ 1-7-61.--§ 1-7-65. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 6 

 

RETIREMENT PLAN

 

§ 1-7-66. ADOPTED BY REFERENCE. 

The Retirement Plan for Employees of Richmond County, set out in an Appendix [Ordinance of November 23, 1976, from 
which this section is derived], a copy of which is made by reference a part hereof, is hereby adopted as the retirement plan 
for employees of Augusta-Richmond County effective January 1, 1996, A copy of the retirement plan adopted in this 
section shall be on file in the office of Augusta-Richmond County Clerk. 

 

CHAPTER 8



 

RAILROADS

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

IN GENERAL 

 

§ 1-8-1. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by 
this section:

    (a) Locomotive engine. Any self-propelled steam, electric, Diesel or other railroad engine or car used for moving or 
hauling railroad cars upon railroad tracks whether such be used to move or haul freight or passengers, and such definition 
shall extend to and include hand cars whether such be propelled by human or other power.

    (b) Railroad cars. Any railroad freight or passenger cars or other rolling stock other than a locomotive.

        (c) Train. Any locomotive engine with one or more railroad cars attached thereto or being propelled thereby.

§ 1-8-2. RESERVED.

§ 1-8-3. GETTING ON OR OFF MOVING ENGINES OR CARS.

It shall be unlawful for any person to get on or off any locomotive engine or railroad car while such is in motion; provided, 
that this section shall not apply to the officers, agents or employees of any railroad company, nor to passengers getting on 
or off such cars at the proper street crossings when such is done by permission of the railroad company.

§ 1-8-4. DISCHARGING WATER, ETC., FROM TRAINS; CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINS.

Any person who shall throw or discharge, or permit to be thrown or discharged, from any locomotive engine or train any 
water or wet substance of any kind upon any street or crosswalk shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. Any railroad 
corporation that shall fail to construct a proper drain to carry off such water or wet substance when so required by the board 
of health shall be subject to a similar punishment.

§ 1-8-5. TRESPASSING UPON RAILROAD PROPERTY--GENERALLY.



    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to enter upon the tracks, rights of way, yards, piggyback facilities, agencies, 
buildings or other properties of any railroad company operating in Augusta-Richmond County.

    (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to tamper with any railroad switch, wire line or signal or to place any object on 
the track that would otherwise obstruct the movement or operation of a train.

    (c) It shall be unlawful for any person to get on or off any locomotive engine, railroad car, trailer or container; provided 
that this section shall not apply to on-duty officers, agents or employees of any railroad company operating in Augusta-
Richmond County or those persons conducting bona fide business with the railroad company.

§ 1-8-6.--§ 1-8-15. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

CROSSINGS 

 

§ 1-8-16. USE PROHIBITED WHEN AUTOMATIC SIGNAL INDICATES APPROACH OF LOCOMOTIVE. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to proceed over any railroad crossing when an automatic gong and flashing light signal 
at such crossing indicates the approach of a locomotive engine or railroad car.

§ 1-8-17. KICKING OR BUMPING RAILROAD CARS ACROSS.

It shall be unlawful for any railroad company to move or attempt to move any railroad cars across any street crossing in 
Augusta-Richmond County by kicking or bumping such cars.

§ 1-8-18.--§ 1-8-19. RESERVED. 

 

CHAPTER 9

 

WATERWAYS AND RELATED STRUCTURES

 



ARTICLE 1 

 

IN GENERAL 

§ 1-9-1. FISHING NEAR HEAD OF CANAL. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to fish with a net, or any other instrument or contrivance, except a hook and line, in the 
Savannah River opposite Augusta-Richmond County, within one hundred yards of the eastern shore of the canal dam at the 
head of the canal.

§ 1-9-2. CUTTING AWAY EARTH FROM LEVEE OR BANK.

It shall be unlawful for any person, upon any pretense, to cut away or carry off any earth from the levee or the bank of the 
Savannah River or the banks of the canal, without the express approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission.

§ 1-9-3. THROWING TRASH, ETC., IN RIVER.

It shall be unlawful for any person to throw into the Savannah River any slabs, or any vegetable or animal matter, or any 
oils or lubricants, or any offensive substance, or any trash or other material calculated to obstruct or fill up the channel in 
any way.

§ 1-9-4. BATHING OR SWIMMING IN RIVER OR CANAL.

It shall be unlawful for any person to swim or bathe in the canal or the Savannah River.

§ 1-9-5. EXTENT OF POLICE POWER ON CERTAIN BRIDGES.

The police power of Augusta-Richmond County extends over the bridge across the Savannah River at the foot of McKinne 
Street, known as the North Augusta or Thirteenth Street Bridge, over the Fifth Street Bridge and over the Gordon Highway 
Bridge, to the South Carolina side of the river.

§ 1-9-6.--§ 1-9-15. RESERVED.

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

CANAL--GENERALLY 

§ 1-9-16. STONE, CONCRETE OR BRICK CULVERTS FOR FLUMES, ETC., IN STREETS. 



All flumes, races or other waterways, for the passage of water between the canal and any mill, factory or other works 
driven by water power, or across or through any of the public streets, shall be covered over and protected in the streets by 
substantial stone, concrete or brick culverts by the proprietors of such mill, factory or other works, within such time as may 
be specified by the commissioner of public works. On failure of such proprietors to construct the required culverts within 
the time prescribed, the same shall be constructed under the direction of the commissioner at the expense of the proprietors.

§ 1-9-17. PERMIT FOR OPERATION OF ENGINE-DRIVEN BOAT OR VEHICLE REQUIRED. 

    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any gasoline or diesel powered boat on the Augusta Canal without first 
obtaining a written permit from the Executive Director of the Augusta Canal Authority. 

    (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any motorized vehicle on any public property within the boundaries of 
the Augusta Canal National Heritage Area, unless such area is designated as a public street or public parking area, without 
first obtaining a written permit from the Executive Director of the Augusta Canal Authority. (Ord. # 6252, March 21, 2000) 

§ 1-9-18. WASHING CLOTHES, ANIMALS, ETC.; DEPOSITING OFFENSIVE MATTER; POLLUTING. 

It shall be unlawful for any person in any part of any of the levels, flumes or waterworks of the canal to wash any clothes, 
horse, dog or any other thing therein, or to deposit any offensive matter therein or to do anything by which the water 
thereof shall be rendered offensive or impure. 

§ 1-9-19. DEPOSITING STICKS, TREE TRIMMINGS, ETC. 

It shall be unlawful for any person in any part of the levels, flumes or waterways of the canal to deposit any sticks, 
trimmings of trees or refuse of gardens therein. 

§ 1-9-20. OCCUPATION OF BANK OR RIGHT OF WAY--GENERALLY. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to occupy any unused part of the canal bank or right of way for any purpose, except 
upon the written consent of the Mayor and upon the payment of such rent as the Commission may require. 

§ 1-9-21. SAME--CAMPING, ETC., ON BANKS. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to camp and make a fire on or near the banks of the canal within one hundred yards of 
any dwelling or other building. 

 

ARTICLE 3 

 

USE FOR WATER POWER--GENERALLY 



§ 1-9-22. CONSENT OF COMMISSION PREREQUISITE. 

No person shall be entitled to use the waterpower of the canal except with the consent in writing of the Commission. 

§ 1-9-23. TERMS, CONDITIONS, RESTRICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS--GENERALLY. 

    (a) The term grantor as used in this section shall mean the Commission, and the term grantees, as used in this section, 
shall mean the persons using or desiring to use the waterpower of the canal. 

    (b) In addition to the provisions of § 1-9-23 to 1-9-32, the waterpower of the canal shall be let and rented only on the 
following terms, conditions, restrictions and limitations: 

        (1) Bulkheads. The water shall be drawn through a bulkhead. All bulkheads hereafter constructed or repaired shall be 
constructed or repaired by the grantees under the direction and control of the Director of Utilities. Such Director shall have 
the right to appoint inspectors to be present at all times during the progress of such work, which inspectors shall be under 
his control. The compensation of such inspectors and such other expenses that the Augusta-Richmond County Commission 
may incur by reason of such work shall be borne by such grantees. Before commencing such work the grantees shall 
execute to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission a bond with security acceptable to the Commission in the sum of 
ten thousand dollars conditioned to perform the work in a substantial and workmanlike manner and to bold the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission safe and harmless against any loss or damage occasioned by such work. The Augusta-
Richmond County Commission may, in its discretion, at any time, fix such bond at any amount not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars. 

                (2) Ninety-foot strip for towing path. No building of any description shall be erected on the land adjacent to the 
towing path side of the canal, from the Harrisburg Bridge to Coleman's Branch, within ninety feet of the canal water of the 
first level. This ninety-foot strip shall be reserved for a highway and towing path. The water granted to the grantees shall be 
conveyed from the bulkhead aforesaid through a culvert, or as the grantor shall direct, under such ninety-foot strip of land, 
and the culvert shall be substantially constructed, free from leaks and kept in good repair by the grantees. 

                (3) Bulkhead gates; leaks. The bulkhead gates aforesaid shall be at all times under the control of the grantor. 
There shall be no leaks through any portion of the channel through which the water is conveyed to the water wheels of the 
grantees. Should any leaks occur in any of the structures through which the water is conveyed, the same shall be stopped by 
the grantees immediately upon being notified thereof. If the grantees do not proceed immediately, on such notice being 
given, to stop such leaks, the grantor may close the bulkhead gates and shut off the water from the premises of the grantees. 

                 (4) Tail races. The tail races shall be so constructed as to be accessible at all times, in such form and size as 
will convey the water from the wheels without piling or backing up above the outlet, and shall have at least five one-
hundredths of a foot fall in one hundred feet. The bottom and sides of tail races shall be smooth and even, so that the 
channel will be of uniform width. 

                (5) Right to enter for inspection. The grantor reserves the right to enter at all times upon premises for the 
purpose of inspecting the bulkhead, cylinders, forbay, flumes, water wheels, water gates, tail race, and every other structure 
connected with the hydraulic power. 

                (6) Horsepower standard. The power of the water shall be reduced to horsepower. The theoretical power of the 
water is the standard by which the value of the water used is to be ascertained and paid for. A horsepower is the unit of 
measure, and is hereby defined to be five hundred and twenty-eight cubic feet of water falling one foot per minute. 



                (7) Measurement of water. The grantor reserves the right to measure at any time the quantity of water used by 
the grantees in the head races and tail races, in the canal above the bulkhead, by the issues of the turbine wheels and by the 
gauges, if any are in use. The grantees shall render all needful facilities to accomplish a correct measurement of all the 
water used and wasted, through leaks and otherwise, by the grantees. 

                 (8) Determination of amount of power used. The amount of power used by the grantees shall be ascertained by 
multiplying the whole fall in feet of the water from the surface of the canal whence it is drawn to the surface of the water in 
the tail race, as it would be if constructed in accordance with subsection (d) of this section, by the number of cubic feet of 
water drawn from the canal per minute, and dividing the product by the divisor five hundred and twenty-eight and the 
quotient will be the number of horsepower. 

                  (9) Gauges. If overshot or breast wheels are used by the grantees, cast iron gauges shall be fixed at the water 
gates to the wheels, and the size of these gauges shall be determined as follows: The quantity of water per second necessary 
to give the amount of power granted shall be ascertained as provided by subsection (h) of this section; then such quantity 
shall be divided by the product of the square root of the head of water above the middle of the aperture, the multiplier, 
8.0125, and the quotient will be the area of the gauge in square feet, from which the form of the aperture may be fixed to 
suit the local circumstances. The thickness of such gauge shall not exceed one inch. No plank, or any wood, or any other 
material, shall be within three inches of the edges of the aperture which forms the gauge. If turbine water wheels are used, 
the issue of the wheel shall be the gauge, and the aggregate area of such issues shall be fixed according to the head of water 
above the surface of the water in the tail race as follows: The square root of the head of water shall be multiplied by 8.0125, 
and the ascertained quantity in cubic feet, according to subsection (h) of this section, divided by the product. 

                (10) Meaning of Head and Fall. When the quantity of water necessary to give the power granted is to be 
ascertained, the words head and fall are understood to mean the whole distance from the surface of the water in the canal 
whence the water is drawn, to the surface of the water in the tail races. In no case shall the head and fall be taken at less 
than the head and fall named in subsection (h )of this section. When the quantity which the gauges and issues mentioned in 
the foregoing and succeeding paragraphs and subsections will discharge is to be ascertained, then the word head is the 
distance from the surface of the water in the canal whence the water is drawn, to the middle line of the gauges and issues or 
to the surface of the water in the tail races, according to the kind of wheel used. 

                (11) Construction of grant; maintenance of dam and canal. The grant of power made by the grantor is forever 
to be subject to all prior grants made by the grantor, and to the natural and providential changes in the river, the grantor not 
intending to grant anything beyond the capabilities of the dam at the head of the canal and the canal, both of which the 
grantor is hereby bound to maintain. Should the grantor neglect and refuse to keep the dam and canal in good repair, so that 
the waters of the river are not conveyed to the premises in quantities fulfilling such capabilities of the dam and canal, then, 
in that case, the grantees may, after a notice of thirty days, proceed to put the dam and canal in the condition required to 
give them, the grantees, the water due to them, and may collect from the grantor, by suit at law, all the costs and charges 
which shall accrue in putting the dam and canal in such condition. 

                (12) Reservation of water for use of city. The grantor hereby reserves for the use of Augusta-Richmond County 
water enough from the first and second levels of the canal to drive the pumps of Augusta-Richmond County waterworks, 
and to supply the reservoir of the waterworks with water at all times. This right shall have precedence over all the grants of 
water made by the grantor on the first and second levels of such canal. The grantor also reserves the right to supply all 
needs of Augusta-Richmond County for water for any purpose, from any level of the canal, and this right shall have 
precedence over all the grants made by the grantor on any level of the canal. 



                (13) Inspection of wheels; use of wheels discharging more water than, granted; increase in amount of water 
use. The grantor shall be allowed to inspect all the water wheels used by the grantees, and to prevent, by any lawful means, 
the grantees from using any wheel that will discharge more water than they are entitled to draw under the grant, except 
under the circumstances named in subsection (n) of this section; nevertheless, if any applicant for waterpower desires to use 
a turbine wheel of greater capacity than he, in the commencement of his business, wished to pay for, which wheel will 
discharge more water than his grant entitles him to draw, he may fix a cast-iron gauge, like that described in subsection (i) 
of this section for overshot water wheels, at the bottom of, or elsewhere in, his wheel pit, through which all the water he is 
entitled to draw shall pass to his wheel, which gauge shall be of such size as will discharge no more water than the 
applicant or grantees agree to pay for. If such applicant shall, after a time, desire to enlarge such gauge and pay for a larger 
quantity of water and the grantor shall have the water to sell, then such gauge may be enlarged to such a size as may be 
agreed upon. The grantor shall be allowed to inspect such gauge at all reasonable times and to prevent, by any lawful 
means, the applicant or grantees from using any gauge that may discharge more water than the grantees are entitled to draw 
under the grant. 

                (14) Increase in use of water when the river is high. It shall be lawful for the grantees to use all increased 
quantity of water when the water from the river is flush and back upon the tail races. Such increase shall only be sufficient 
to keep the amount of power up to the number of horsepower granted, but this can only be done by the use of additional 
wheels, to be used only when the river is higher than the tail races. 

                (15) Explosives; nuisances. No part of the premises bordering on the canal or the ninety-foot strip designated as 
a towing path shall be used for the storage or manufacture of explosive fluids or mixtures of any kind, or for any purpose 
that shall be a nuisance. 

                (16) Meaning of surface of canal; lowering the established surface water line. The surface of the canal 
mentioned in this section is understood to be the established surface water line as hereinafter described. If, at any time, the 
water shall not be kept up to the established line and it shall be found by the grantor impossible to maintain that line, giving 
to all the grantees of Augusta-Richmond County the power granted to them, it shall be lawful for the grantor to establish a 
different surface water line at a lower elevation, and the grantees shall be entitled to draw an increased quantity of water, 
sufficient to give them the power granted. 

                (17) What constitutes the established surface water line. The established surface water line in the canal is to be 
an inclined plane, having the spill of the dam across the river for its summit; from thence it is to fall at the rate of one 
hundredth of a foot in one hundred feet to the lower end of the canal. 

                (18) Passing water across premises in Longstreet's Branch. The grantor reserves the right to pass water across 
any of the premises in the creek known as Longstreet's Branch. 

                (19) Drawing water from canal to clear out obstructions, etc. The grantor hereby reserves the right to draw the 
water from the canal at any time when it deems it necessary to clear out obstructions in the canal, and when repairs and 
improvements to any part of the canal are deemed necessary, or at any other time, or for any other purpose, when the 
grantor deems it necessary to do so to protect the interests of the canal or Augusta-Richmond County, without being liable 
for damages to the grantees any further than the amount of water rent during the time the water is so drawn off. 

                (20) Keeping canal supplied with water. Subject to any limitation imposed on the Grantor by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, the grantor shall keep the canal supplied with water in quantity sufficient to supply all the 
grantees with all the water granted to them by the grantor, so far as the water in the river above the dam will fill the canal to 
the established surface water line above mentioned, except when it is cut off for the purposes and under the circumstances 



named in subsection (19) of this section. 

                (21) Contracts required. No person shall be entitled to the benefits and conditions set out in this section until he 
shall enter into a contract with Augusta-Richmond County council which contract shall contain the terms herein contained. 

                (22) Arbitration of disagreements. In case of any disagreement arising between the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission and any of the grantees with respect to the construction to be given to any of the foregoing subsections or 
paragraphs of this section, the matter of disagreement may be submitted to the arbitration of experts in the science of 
hydraulics, each party to select one person known to be an expert in such science, and the two persons thus selected shall 
select a third person of known attainments in such science, and to such three persons, as arbitrators, the matter in dispute 
may be submitted for final decision. The award made by such arbitrators shall be final and conclusive on both parties. 

§ 1-9-24. RATE PER HORSEPOWER. 

The rental charge for waterpower in the canal shall be as established by contract between Augusta-Richmond County and 
such user. 

§ 1-9-25. WHEN AND TO WHOM PAYABLE. 

The water rent for water from the canal used for waterpower purposes shall be paid quarterly on the first days of January, 
April, July and October of each year, in advance, to the comptroller. 

§ 1-9-26. SHUTTING OFF WATER UPON FAILURE TO PAY. 

In the event any water rent for water from the canal used for waterpower purposes is not paid within ten days from the date 
it is due, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission reserves the right to shut off the water from the premises of the 
person in arrears, and to keep the water shut off until all claims for water rent are paid. This reservation shall in no way 
interfere with the rights of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission to enforce all its claims for all water rent due at the 
date of the failure to pay, or to enforce its claims for any water rent which shall accrue in the event Augusta-Richmond 
County council does not exercise the right to shut off the water from the premises of the person in arrears reserved by this 
section. 

§ 1-9-27. LIEN FOR UNPAID WATER RENT--GENERALLY. 

The claim of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for unpaid water rent for water from the canal used for 
waterpower purposes shall constitute a lien, from the date the water is taken, upon the property of the grantee, namely, 
upon the mill, machinery and real estate, in the nature of a mortgage lien, under the laws of the state. 

§ 1-9-28. SAME--ENFORCEMENT. 

The lien provided for in the preceding section may be enforced by the Commission as provided by the laws of the state for 
the foreclosure of mortgages upon real estate, whenever the water rent referred to in such section shall remain unpaid for 
the space of thirty days from the date it is due and payable. 

§ 1-9-29. EXECUTIONS FOR UNPAID WATER RENT. 



The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may issue execution for unpaid water rent for water from the canal used for 
waterpower purposes whenever the same is due and remains unpaid for the space of five days, and sell thereunder. 

§ 1-9-30. RENEWAL LEASES. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may enter into renewal leases of waterpower of the canal with the present 
users of such power at the rates per horsepower per annum as established by the Commission, which leases shall contain 
the stipulations, terms, restrictions and limitations as provided for in this article. Prior notice of renewal of any leases, or of 
any new lease, shall be given to the Augusta Canal Authority. 

 

CHAPTER 10

 

PURCHASING

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND DEFINITIONS 

§ 1-10-1. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Augusta-Richmond County Purchasing Procedures is to provide detailed administrative procedures for 
implementation of purchasing policies for Augusta-Richmond County. This chapter shall contain all of the administrative 
rules, regulations, and procedures needed to purchase goods and services and provide other procurement services for 
Augusta-Richmond County government. 

§ 1-10-2. APPLICATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER. 

The requirements of this chapter apply to contracts for the procurement of commodities, services, construction, professions, 
and consultant service products solicited or entered into by Augusta-Richmond County. It shall apply to every expenditure 
of public funds irrespective of the source of the funds. It shall also apply to the disposal of Augusta-Richmond County 
supplies and personal assets. When the procurement involves the expenditure of State or Federal assistance or contract 
funds, the procurement shall be conducted in accordance with applicable State and Federal laws and regulations. Nothing in 
this chapter shall preclude Augusta-Richmond County from complying with the terms and conditions of any grant, gift, or 
bequest that are otherwise consistent with State law. 

§ 1-10-3. SUPPLEMENTARY LAWS.



The Uniform Commercial Code of Georgia (O.C.G.A. 11-1 thru 11-11 as amended) plus other applicable Federal, State, 
and local laws shall apply, as appropriate, to the procurement process. Questions of specific legal applicability may be 
directed through the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator to the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney. 

§ 1-10-4. GOOD FAITH PROVISION. 

All parties involved in the negotiation, performance, or administration of Augusta-Richmond County contracts shall act in 
good faith. Good faith means honesty in fact in the conduct or transaction concerned. (O.C.G.A. 11-2-201) 

§ 1-10-5. PUBLIC ACCESS TO PROCUREMENT INFORMATION. 

Procurement information shall be a public record to the extent required by the laws of the State of Georgia; except, a 
request for proposals (RFP) shall not become public record until the final contract is negotiated and awarded. Any financial 
or commercial data contained in the request for proposals are privileged and confidential and shall not be disclosed. 

§ 1-10-6. PREFERENCE FOR LOCAL SUPPLIERS, PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND CONTRACTORS. 

Augusta-Richmond County encourages the use of local suppliers of goods, services and construction products whenever 
possible. Augusta-Richmond County also vigorously supports the advantages of an open competitive market place. 
Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to mean that the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Purchasing 
Director are restricted in any way from seeking formal bids or proposals from outside the Augusta market area. 

When the quotation or informal bids selection method is used by the Purchasing Director or using agency head to seek 
firms to quote on Augusta-Richmond County commodity, service and construction products, local firms should be 
contacted, if possible, first. Then if the Purchasing Director or using agency head believes that there may not be at least 
three qualified informal bidders, quotes shall be sought from outside the Augusta market area. 

In the event of a tie bid (see § 1-10-43 (h)), when all other factors are equal, the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator 
is encouraged to select the bid from within the local market area. The Administrator shall retain the flexibility to make the 
award of contract to a bidder outside of the local market area if evidence supports collusive bidding in favor of a local 
source. 

The Purchasing Director shall develop a program to routinely search out local firms that offer products or services which 
Augusta-Richmond County may purchase and encourage such firms to place themselves on the bidder's list. 

The Purchasing Director shall work closely with Augusta-Richmond County's Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program 
(see Article 7) in an effort to place such qualified firms on the approved list and their products on the qualified products 
list. 

Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to mean that the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator may abrogate the 
provisions of O.C.G.A. 36-10-1 through 36-10-5, Public Works Contracts. This provision of the State Code requires that all 
County public works contracts of $20,000 or more, as defined therein, be publicly advertised before letting out the contract 
to the lowest bidder. Further, nothing in this section shall be interpreted to mean the County Administrator may abrogate 
the provisions of the Augusta-Richmond County Code requiring public advertising before letting certain contracts. 

§ 1-10-7. VALUE ANALYSIS. 



    (a) Purpose. A significant portion of the Augusta-Richmond County Annual Budget is committed each year to various 
purchase contracts such as raw materials, equipment, equipment parts or components, general supplies, and professional 
and non-professional services. Therefore, it is essential that maximum value be obtained for every public tax dollar spent. 
A proven technique for obtaining this goal is value analysis. 

    (b) Definition of value analysis. Value analysis is the organized and systematic study of every element of cost in a part, 
material, or service to make certain it fulfills its function at the lowest possible cost. It employs techniques which identify 
the functions the user wants from a product or service; it establishes by comparison the appropriate cost for each function; 
then, it causes the required knowledge, creativity; and initiative to be used to provide each function for that cost. 

    (c) Application of value analysis to the procurement process. Simply stated, value analysis is a study of function and the 
value of any service, material, or product is established by the minimum cost of other available alternatives, materials, 
products, or services that will perform the same function. To achieve high value, emphasis must be placed on obtaining 
high use value at the lowest possible cost. 

Value analysis is a helpful tool in evaluating bids, but the concept is even more effective if applied at the beginning of the 
process when the need or requirement is being defined. Consequently, the solicitation process can more effectively and 
accurately reflect and describe Augusta-Richmond County's requirements and acceptable levels of quality and 
functionality. As the input of other departments such as Finance is critical to performing a good value analysis, it is 
advisable for Purchasing and the User to seek the cooperation of these disciplines prior to proceeding with major purchases. 

§ 1-10-8. COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL REQUIREMENT. 

When the procurement transaction involves the expenditure of State or Federal Assistance, the transaction shall be 
conducted in accordance with any applicable mandatory State or Federal laws and authorized regulations which are not 
reflected in this chapter. 

Notwithstanding where State and Federal assistance or contract funds are used in procurement transaction, any applicable 
local requirements that are more restrictive than State or Federal requirements shall be followed. 

§ 1-10-9. DEFINITIONS--GENERALLY. 

The terms, phrases, words, and their derivations set forth below shall have the meaning given herein. Words not defined 
herein or within the Official Code of Georgia Annotated shall be interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in 
common usage and to give this chapter its most reasonable application. Words used in the singular shall include the plural, 
and the pleural the singular; words used in the present tense shall include the future tense. The words shall, will, and must 
are mandatory and not discretionary. The word may is permissive. 

    (a) Agreement. The bargain of the parties in fact as found in their language or by implication from other circumstances 
including course of dealing or usage of trade or course of performance as provided in O.C.G.A. 11-1-205 and 11-2-208. 
Whether an agreement has legal consequences is determined by the provision of this title, if applicable; otherwise, by the 
law of contracts (O.C.G.A. 11-1-103). (O.C.G.A. 11-2-201) 

    (b) Bid. An offer by an intending purchaser to pay a designated price for property which is about to be sold at auction, 
and an offer to perform a contract for work and labor or supplying materials or goods at a specified price. (Black's Law 
Dictionary, 5th Edition) 



    (c) Bid Bond. A type of bond required in public construction projects which is filed at the time of the bid and which 
protects Augusta-Richmond County in the event that the bidder refuses to enter into a contract after the award to him or 
withdraws his bid before the award. A type of indemnity bond. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (d) Bidders List. Augusta-Richmond County's official list of qualified persons or vendors to be invited to respond to any 
type of invitation for bids or requests for proposals which shall be maintained by the Purchasing Director. 

    (e) Bill of Lading. A document evidencing the receipt of goods for shipment issued by a person engaged in the business 
of transporting or forwarding goods, and includes an airbill. Airbill means a document serving for air transportation as a bill 
of lading does for marine or rail transportation, and includes an air consignment note or air waybill. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (f) Blind Trust. An independently managed trust in which the employee-beneficiary has no management rights and in 
which the employee-beneficiary is not given notice of alterations in, or other disposition of, the property subject to the 
trust. 

    (g) Business. Any corporation, partnership, individual, sole proprietorship, joint stock company, joint venture, firm, or 
any other private legal entity. 

    (h) Buyer in ordinary course of business. A person who, in good faith and without knowledge that the sale to him is in 
violation of the ownership rights or security interest of a third party in the goods, buys in ordinary course from a person in 
the business of selling goods of that kind but does not include a pawnbroker. Buying may be for cash or by exchange of 
other property or on secured or unsecured credit and includes receiving goods or documents of title under a preexisting 
contract for sale but does not include a transfer in bulk or as security for or in total a partial satisfaction of money debt. 
(O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (i) Change Order. The formal document effecting a bilateral contract modification that alters the specification, delivery 
point, rate of delivery, period of performance, price, quantity, or other provision of any contract accomplished by mutual 
agreement of the parties to the contract. 

    (j) Commodities. Those things that are useful or serviceable, particularly articles of merchandise moveable in trade. 
Goods, wares, supplies, and merchandise of any kind; movables; articles of trade or commerce are all included within this 
definition. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (k) Construction. The process of building, altering, repairing, improving, or demolishing any public structure or 
building, or other public improvements of any kind to any public real property. It does not include the routine operation, 
routine repair, or routine maintenance of existing structures, buildings, or real property. 

    (l) Contract. The total legal obligation which results from the parties' agreement as affected by this title and any other 
applicable rules of law. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (m) Contract Administration. All activity necessary after award of a contract to administer a contract and to ensure full 
compliance with its terms, conditions, and scope of services. 

    (n) Contract Directive. A written order signed and issued by the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, directing the 
contractor to make changes which the Changes clause of the contract authorized Augusta-Richmond County to order 



without the consent of the contractor. 

    (o) Contract Documents. All items which define the scope of the project including plans and specifications, including 
but not limited to, advertisement for bids, instructions to bidders, bid proposal, proposed contracts, proposed bond form, 
general conditions, special conditions, and technical specifications. 

    (p) Contract Modification. Any change order, contract price adjustment or contract revision or similar document which 
modifies an existing contract. 

    (q) Contractor and/or Sub-Contractor. Any person having a contract with Augusta-Richmond County, a using agency of 
Augusta-Richmond County, or a contractor thereof. 

    (r) Cooperative Procurement. Acquiring commodities, services, and construction by, or on behalf of, more than one 
public procurement unit. 

    (s) Cost Analysis. The evaluation of cost data for the purpose of arriving at costs actually incurred or estimates of costs 
to be incurred, prices to be paid, and costs to be reimbursed. 

    (t) Cost Data. The factual information concerning the cost of labor, material, overhead, and other cost elements which 
are expected to be incurred or which have been actually incurred by the contractor in performing the contract. 

    (u) Cost-reimbursement Contract. A contract under which a contractor is reimbursed for costs which are allowable and 
in accordance with the contract terms and the provisions of this chapter, and a fee or profit, if any. 

    (v) County. Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (w) County Commission. The Board of Commissioners of Richmond County which is the governing body of Richmond 
County. 

    (x) County Commission Mayor. The chief executive officer of Richmond County who is authorized to sign all contracts 
for the Board of Commissioners. 

    (y) County Administrator. The chief appointed administrative office of Richmond County. 

    (z) Creditor. Includes a general creditor, a secured creditor, a lien creditor and any representative of creditors, including 
an assignee for the benefit of creditors, a trustee in bankruptcy, a receiver in equity, and an executor or administrator of an 
insolvent debtor's or assignor's estate. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (aa) Days. Richmond County working days. 

    (bb) Debarment. To bar, exclude, or preclude from having or doing something. Exclusion from government contracting 
and subcontracting. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 



    (cc) Delivery with respect to instruments, documents of title, chattel paper, or securities. Voluntary transfer of 
possession. 

    (dd) Designee. A duly authorized representative of a person holding a superior position. 

    (ee) Direct or Indirect Participation. Involvement through decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, 
preparation of any part of a purchase request, influencing the content of any specification or procurement standard, 
rendering of advice, investigation, auditing, or in any other advisory capacity. 

    (ff) Document of Title. Includes bill of lading, dock warrant, dock receipt, warehouse receipt or order for the delivery of 
goods, and also any other document which in the regular course of business or financing is treated as adequately evidencing 
that the person in possession of it is entitled to receive, hold, and dispose of the document and the goods it covers. To be a 
document title, a document must purport to be issued by or addressed to a bailee and purport to cover goods in the bailee's 
possession which are either identified or are fungible portions of an identified mass. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (gg) Emergency. Any reasonably unforeseen circumstances, i.e. breakdown in major equipment, threatened termination 
or curtailment of an essential service, or development of a dangerous condition that creates an immediate threat to public 
health, welfare or safety. 

    (hh) Employee. An individual drawing a salary or wages from Richmond County, whether elected or not; any non-
compensated individual performing personal services for Richmond County or any department, agency, commission, 
council, board, or any other entity established by the executive, legislative or judicial branch of the County; and any non-
compensated individual serving as an elected official of Richmond County. 

    (ii) Fault. Wrongful act, omission or breach. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (jj) Financial Interest. All direct ownership interests of the total assets or capital stock of a business entity where such 
ownership interest is ten (10) percent or more. (O.C.G.A. 36-67A-1) 

    (kk) Firm. Any individual, partnership, corporation, association, joint venture, or other legal entity permitted by law to 
practice or offer professional or consultant services. 

    (ll) Fungible with respect to goods or securities. Goods or securities of which any unit is, by nature or usage of trade, the 
equivalent of any other like unit. Goods which are not fungible shall be deemed fungible for the purpose of this title to the 
extent that under a particular agreement or document unlike units are treated as equivalents. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (mm) Good Faith. Honesty in fact in the conduct or transaction concerned. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (nn) Gratuity. A payment, loan, subscription, advance, deposit of money, service, or anything of more than nominal 
value, present or promised, unless consideration of substantially equal or greater value is received. 

    (oo) Genuine. Free of forgery or counterfeiting. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-210) 

    (pp) Holder. A person who is in possession of a document of title or an instrument or an investment security drawn, 



issued, or endorsed to him or to his order or to bearer or in blank. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (qq) Honor. To pay or to accept and pay, or where a credit so engages, to purchase or discount a draft complying with 
the terms of credit. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (rr) Immediate Relative or Immediate Family. Father, mother, son, daughter, brothers, sisters, grandparents or 
grandchildren, wife or husband, or the wife or husband of any of the preceding persons. 

    (ss) Invitation for Bids. A type of advertisement used by one who desires bids to be submitted for a particular project 
and includes all documents, whether attached or incorporated by reference, utilized for soliciting an intelligent bid. 

    (tt) Let (contracts). Award to one of several persons, who have submitted proposals (bids) therefor, the contract for 
erecting public works or doing some part of the work connected therewith, or rendering some other service to the 
government for a stipulated compensation. Letting the contract is the choosing of one from among the number of bidders, 
and the formal making of the contract with him. The letting, or putting out, is a different thing from the invitation to make 
proposals; the letting is subsequent to the invitation. It is the act of awarding the contract to the proposer, after the 
proposals have been received and considered. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (uu) Lowest and Best Bidder. The most responsive bidder or offerer as herein defined who has offered the requested 
goods, services, or construction for the lowest cost. 

    (vv) Nominal Value. Any gift or gratuity of less than twenty-five dollars. 

    (ww) Notice. Knowledge, or a notice or notification received by an organization is effective for a particular transaction 
from the time when it is brought to the attention of the individual conducting that transaction, and in any event from the 
time when it would have been brought to his attention if the organization had exercised diligence. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (xx) A person has notice of fact when: 

        (1) He has actual knowledge of it; or 

        (2) He has received a notice or notification or it; or 

        (3) From all the facts and circumstances known to him at the time in question he has reason to know that it exists. 

A person knows or has knowledge of a fact when he has actual knowledge of it. Discover or learn or a word or phrase of 
similar import refers to knowledge rather than to reason to know. The time and circumstances under which a notice or 
notification may cease to be effective are not determined by this title. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (yy) A person notifies or gives a notice or notification to another by taking such steps as may be reasonably required to 
inform the other in ordinary course whether or not such other actually comes to know of it. A person receives a notice or 
notification when: 

        (1) It comes to his attention; or 



        (2) It is duly delivered at the place of business through which the contract was made or at any other place held out by 
him as the place for receipt of such communications. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (zz) Offer. A proposal or bid submitted in response to a request for proposal or invitation for bids. 

A proposal to do a thing or pay an amount, usually accompanied by an expected acceptance, counter-offer, return promise, 
or act. A manifestation or willingness to enter into a bargain, so made as to justify another person in understanding that his 
assent to that bargain is invited and will conclude it. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (aaa) Organization. Includes a corporation, government or governmental subdivision or agency, business trust, estate, 
trust, partnership or association, two or more persons having a joint or common interest, or any other legal or commercial 
entity. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (bbb) Party as distinct from third party. A person who has engaged in a transaction or made an agreement within this 
title. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (ccc) Person. Any business, individual, union, committee, club, other organization, or group of individuals. 

    (ddd) Pre-qualification. The process to determine whether a prospective bidder or proposer satisfies the criteria 
established for inclusion on the pre-qualified bidders or proposers list. 

    (eee) Presumption or Presumed. The trier of fact must find the existence of the fact presumed unless and until evidence 
is introduced which would support a finding of its nonexistence. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (fff) Price Analysis. The evaluation of price data, without analysis of the separate cost components and profit as in cost 
analysis, which may assist in arriving at prices to be paid and costs to be reimbursed. 

    (ggg) Pricing Data. The factual information concerning prices for items substantially similar to those being procured. 
Prices in this definition refer to offered selling prices, historical selling prices, and current selling prices. The definition 
refers to data relevant to both prime and sub-contract prices. 

    (hhh) Procurement. The buying, purchasing, renting, leasing, or otherwise acquiring of any goods, supplies, services, or 
construction products. It also includes all functions that pertain to the obtaining of any supply, service, professional service 
or construction product, including description of requirements, selection, and solicitation of sources, preparation, and award 
of contract. 

    (iii) Product. Something produced by physical labor or intellectual effort or something produced naturally or as a result 
of natural process as by generation or growth. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition). As used in this chapter, the term 
product is a very broad term that could include all types of commodities, supplies, equipment, materials, goods, services 
and construction. 

    (jjj) Product Reference. A specification limited to one or more items by manufacturers' names or catalog numbers to 
describe the standard of quality, performance, and other salient characteristics needed to meet County requirements, and 
which provides for the submission of equivalent products. 



    (kkk) Professional Services. Those licensed and professional services as defined by the laws of the State of Georgia. 

    (lll) Proposal. An offer; something proffered. An offer, by one person to another, of the terms and conditions with 
reference to some work or undertaking, or for the transfer of property, the acceptance whereof will make a contract 
between them. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

Proposals for professional services received by the County will be evaluated for their comparative level of compliance with 
the specifications issued for the project. The evaluation of proposals may or may not include proposed price as one of the 
evaluation criteria. 

    (mmm) Public Procurement Unit. Any unit or subunit of any federal, state, or local government, or any non-profit entity 
which expends public funds for the procurement of commodities, services, or construction products. 

    (nnn) Public Sale. A sale: 

        (1) Held at a place reasonably available to persons who might desire to attend and submit bids; and 

        (2) At which those attending shall be given the opportunity to bid on a competitive basis; and 

        (3) At which the sale, if made, shall be made to the highest and best bidder; and 

        (4) Except as otherwise provided in this title for advertising or dispensing with the advertising of public sales, of 
which notice is given by advertisement once a week for two weeks in the newspaper in which the sheriff's advertisements 
are published, in the county where the sale is to be held, and which notice shall state the day and hour, between 10:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m., and the place of sale, and shall briefly identify the goods to be sold. 

The provisions of this paragraph shall not be in derogation of any additional requirements relating to notice of any conduct 
of any such public sale as may be contained in other provisions of this title but shall be supplementary thereto. (O.C.G.A. 
11-1-201) 

    (ooo) Public Works Contract. Any contract for a county government public works project valued at $20,000 or more as 
more fully defined in O.C.G.A. 36-10 and Article X of this chapter. 

    (ppp) Purchase. Includes taking by sale, discount, negotiation, mortgage, pledge, lien, issue or reissue, gift, or any other 
voluntary transaction creating an interest in property. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (qqq) Purchaser. A person who takes by purchase. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (rrr) Purchase Order. A document authorizing a seller to deliver goods with payment to be made later. A written 
authorization calling on a vendor or supplier to furnish goods to the person ordering such. It constitutes an offer which is 
accepted when the vendor supplies the quantity and quality ordered. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (sss) Purchasing Director. The supervisor of the Purchasing Department and as further defined in the Richmond County 



Code and elsewhere in this chapter. 

    (ttt) Qualified Products List. An approved list of commodities described by model or catalog numbers, which, prior to 
competitive solicitation, the County has determined will meet the applicable product specifications requirements. 

    (uuu) Quotations or informal bids selection method. The method for submitting a bid to perform work or offer a 
commodity to the County on a proposed contract without the formality of a written proposal or sealed bid. See §505 for 
additional detail defining the quotations or informal selection method. 

    (vvv) Representative. Includes an agent, an officer of a corporation or association, and a trustee, executor or 
administrator of an estate, or any other person empowered to act for another. (O.C.G.A. 1-11-201) 

    (www) Requisition. The document whereby the using agencies request that a purchase be made on their behalf. 
Requisition includes, but is not limited to, a description of the requested commodity, service or construction product, 
delivery schedule, transportation data, criteria for evaluation, suggested sources of supply, and information supplied for the 
working of any written determination required by this chapter. 

    (xxx) Request for Proposals (RFP). All documents, whether attached or incorporated by reference, utilized for soliciting 
proposals. 

    (yyy) Request for Qualifications (RFQ). A method used to predetermine the capacity of prospective bidders or proposers 
for a specific project. 

    (zzz) Request for Quotations (RFQ). An informal solicitation for prices. 

    (aaaa) Responsible Bidder or Proposer. A person who has the capability in all respects to perform fully the contract 
requirements, and the tenacity, perseverance, experience, integrity, reliability, capacity, facilities, equipment, and credit 
which will assure good faith performance. In considering whether a bidder is responsible, the Purchasing Director, County 
Administrator, using agency head, or County Commission may consider the bidder's quality of work, general reputation in 
the community, financial responsibility, and previous employment or use by the County. 

    (bbbb) Responsive Bidder or Proposer. A person who has submitted a bid or proposal which conforms in all material 
respects to the requirements set forth in the invitation for bids or request for proposal. 

    (cccc) Sealed Bid. A method for submitting a bid to perform work on a proposed contract. In general, each party 
interested submits a bid in a sealed envelope, and all such bids are opened at the same time and the most favorable 
responsible bid is accepted. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) See §502 for additional detail explaining the sealed bid 
selection method. 

    (dddd) Sealed Proposal. A method for submitting a proposal for services or a combination of services and commodities 
on a proposed contract. In general, each party interested submits a proposal in two sealed envelopes. One envelope shall 
contain the price proposal and the second sealed envelope shall contain the technical (non-price data) proposal. The 
technical proposal shall be opened and reviewed and ranked by the Purchasing Director before the price proposal is opened 
and reviewed. The sealed proposal method is not intended to be done as a public bid opening because of the technical 
complexities of the proposal which must be reviewed in detail before the proposals can be compared, rated, and ranked. 



    (eeee) Security Interest. An interest in personal property or fixtures which secures payment or performance of an 
obligation. The retention or reservation of title by a seller of goods notwithstanding shipment or delivery to the buyer 
(O.C.G.A. 11-2-401) is limited in effect to a reservation of a security interest. The term also includes any interest of a 
buyer of accounts, or chattel paper which is subject to Article IX of this title. The special property interest of a buyer of 
goods on identification of such goods to a contract for sale under O.C.G.A. 11-2-401 is not a security interest, but buyer 
may also acquire a security interest by complying with Article IX of this title. Unless a lease or consignment is intended as 
security, reservation of title thereunder is not a security interest but a consignment is in any event subject to the provisions 
on consignment sale (O.C.G.A. 11-2-326). Whether a lease is intended as security is to be determined by the facts of each 
case; however, (a) the inclusion of an option to purchase does not of itself make the lease one intended for security, and (b) 
an agreement that upon compliance with the terms of the lease, the lessee shall become or has the option to become the 
owner of the property for no additional consideration or for a nominal consideration does make the lease one intended for 
security. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (ffff) Send in connection with any writing or notice. To deposit in the mail or deliver for transmission by any other usual 
means of communication with postage or cost of transmission provided for and properly addressed and in the case of an 
instrument to an address specified thereon or otherwise agreed, or if there be none, to any address reasonable under the 
circumstances. The receipt of any writing or notice within the time at which it would have arrived if properly sent has the 
effect of a proper sending. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (gggg) Services. The furnishing of labor, time or effort by a contractor, not involving the delivery of a specific end 
product other than reports which are merely incidental to the required performance. This term shall not include 
employment agreements or collective bargaining agreements. 

    (hhhh) Signed. Includes any symbol executed or adopted by a party with present intention to authenticate a writing. 
(O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (iiii) Small Business. A United States business which is independently owned and which is not dominant in its field of 
operation or an affiliate or subsidiary of a business dominant in its field of operation. 

    (jjjj) Sole Source. That there is only one source for the procurement of any goods, supplies, services or construction. 
Only one source means that there is only one manufacturer or product source and/or only one vendor source for the 
required commodities, services or construction products. 

    (kkkk) Specification. Any description of the physical or functional characteristics or of the nature of commodities, 
services, or construction products. It may include a description of any requirement for inspecting, testing, or preparing a 
commodity, service, or construction product for delivery. 

    (llll) Substantial Interest. The direct or indirect ownership of more than 25 percent of the assets or stock of any business. 
(O.C.G.A. 45-10-20) 

    (mmmm) Supplies. Those accumulated stores reserved for distribution (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition), and for the 
purposes of this chapter shall include any goods, equipment, material or other personal property owned by Richmond 
County and available for use by the personnel of the organization. 

    (nnnn) Surplus Supplies. Any County supplies no longer needed having any use to Richmond County as determined of 



official action of the Board of Commissioners. 

    (oooo) Suspension. A temporary stop, a temporary delay, interruption, or cessation. A temporary cutting off or debarring 
one, as from the privileges of one's profession. Temporary withdrawal or cessation as distinguished from permanent 
severance accomplished by debarment. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (pppp) Term. That portion of an agreement which relates to a particular matter. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (qqqq) Transact Business or transact any business. To sell or lease any personal property, real property, or services on 
behalf of oneself or on behalf of any third party as an agent, broker, dealer, or representative and means to purchase surplus 
real or personal property on behalf of oneself or on behalf of any third party as an agent, broker, dealer, or representative. 
(O.C.G.A. 45-10-20) 

    (rrrr) Unauthorized signature or endorsement. One made without actual, implied, or apparent authority and includes a 
forgery. 

    (ssss) Using Agency. Any department, commission, board, office, authority, or division of Richmond County requiring 
commodities, services or construction products or professional or other consultant services. 

    (tttt) Using Agency Head. The director or head of a using agency who is responsible for the administration or such using 
agency. 

    (uuuu) Value. Except as otherwise provided with respect to negotiable instruments and bank collections (O.C.G.A. 
Sections 11-3-303, 11-4-208, and 11-4-209) a person gives value for rights if he acquires them: 

        (1) In return for a binding commitment to extend credit or for the extension of immediately available credit whether 
or not drawn upon and whether or not a charge-back is provided for in the event of difficulties in collection; or 

        (2) As security for or in total or partial satisfaction of a preexisting claim; or 

        (3) By accepting delivery pursuant to a preexisting contract for purchase; or 

        (4) Generally, in return for any consideration sufficient to support a simple contract. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (vvvv) Value Analysis. An organized and systemic study of every element of cost in a part, material, or service to make 
certain it fulfills its function at the lowest possible cost. 

    (wwww) Warehouse Receipt. A receipt issued by a person engaged in the business of storing goods for hire. (O.C.G.A. 
11-1-201) 

    (xxxx) Warranty Period. A one-year period following final acceptance of the project during which the contractor is 
responsible for repair of any work not caused by vandalism or natural disaster. 



 

ARTICLE 2 

 

ETHICS IN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 

§ 1-10-10. EMPLOYEE CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official to transact any business or participate directly 
or indirectly in a procurement contract when the employee or official knows that: 

    (a) the employee or official or any member of the employee's or official's immediate family has a substantial interest or 
financial interest pertaining to the procurement contract, except that the purchase of goods and services from businesses 
which a member of the Commission or other Augusta-Richmond County employee has a financial interest is authorized as 
per O.C.G.A. § 36-1-14, or the procurement contract is awarded pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 45-10-22 and § 45-10-24, or the 
transaction is excepted from said restrictions by O.C.G.A. § 45-10-25; 

    (b) any other person, business, or organization with whom the employee or official or any member of an employee's or 
official's immediate family is negotiating or has an arrangement concerning prospective employment is involved in the 
procurement contract. 

An employee or official or any member of an employee's or official's immediate family who holds a substantial interest or 
financial interest in a disclosed blind trust shall not be deemed to have a conflict of interest with regard to matters 
pertaining to that substantial interest or financial interest. 

§ 1-10-11. GRATUITIES, REBATES AND KICKBACKS. 

    (a) Gratuities. It shall be unethical for any person to offer, give, or agree to give any Augusta-Richmond County 
employee or official, or for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official to solicit, demand, accept, or agree to 
accept from another person, a gratuity of more than nominal value or rebate or an offer of employment in connection with 
any decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, or preparation of any part of a program requirement or a purchase 
request, influencing the content of any specification or procurement standard, rendering of advice, investigation, auditing, 
or in any other advisory capacity in any proceeding or application, request for ruling, determination, claim or controversy, 
or other particular matter, pertaining to any program requirement or a contract or subcontract, or to any solicitation or 
proposal therefor. 

    (b) Kickbacks and rebates. It shall be unethical for any payment, gratuity, or offer of employment to be made by or on 
behalf of a subcontractor under a contract to the prime contractor or higher tier subcontractor, or any person associated 
therewith, as an inducement for the award of a subcontract or order. 

    (c) Contract clause. The prohibition against gratuities, rebates and kickbacks prescribed in this Section shall be 
conspicuously set forth in every contract and solicitation therefor. 

    (d) Courtesies. Employees may accept for themselves and members of their families common courtesies usually 



associated with customary business practices so long as a strict standard is enforced with respect to gifts, services, 
discounts, entertainment, or consideration of any kind from suppliers of merchandise, services, supplies, etc. to Augusta-
Richmond County. 

    (e) Cash. It is never permissible for an Augusta-Richmond County official or employee to accept a gift in cash or cash 
equivalent (e.g. stocks or other forms of marketable securities) of any amount. 

§ 1-10-12. PROHIBITION AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES. 

It shall be unethical for a person to be retained, or to retain a person, to solicit or secure an Augusta-Richmond County 
contract upon any agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except for 
retention of bona fide employees or bona fide established commercial selling agencies for the purpose of securing business. 

§ 1-10-13. CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITED. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official who is participating directly or indirectly in 
the procurement process to become, or to be while such an employee or official, the employee of any person contracting 
with Augusta-Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-10-14. WAIVER FROM CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITION AND OTHER 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may grant a waiver from the employee conflict of interest provision or the 
contemporaneous employment provision upon making a written determination that: 

    (a) the contemporaneous employment or financial interest of the employee has been publicly disclosed; 

    (b) the employee will be able to perform his/her procurement functions without actual or apparent bias or favoritism; and 

    (c) the award will be in the best interests of Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-10-15. USE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official knowingly to use confidential information for 
actual or anticipated personal gain, or for the actual or anticipated personal gain of any other person. 

§ 1-10-16. INSIDE INFORMATION. 

No Augusta-Richmond County official or employee shall:

    (a) Give or release without proper authority to anyone not employed by Augusta-Richmond County or to another 
employee or official who has no need for the information, data or information of a confidential or proprietary nature, such 
as a tax sale obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service. 

    (b) Use non-public information obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service, including 
information about customers or suppliers, for the personal profit of that employee or official or anyone else. This includes, 



but is not limited to, taking advantage of such information by: 

        (1) Trading or providing information for others to trade in securities; 

        (2) Acquiring a real property interest of any kind, including but not limited to plant or office sites or adjacent 
properties; or 

        (3) Acquiring options to obtain interest in royalties, minerals, or real property for the purpose of obtaining mineral or 
royalty interest. 

§ 1-10-17. USE OF POSITION FOR GAIN. 

No Augusta-Richmond County official or employee shall use his official position or office to obtain financial gain for 
himself. 

§ 1-10-18. UNAUTHORIZED PURCHASES. 

No purchases of materials, supplies, equipment and services shall be made in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or 
one of its departments, or through its purchasing department, except such as are required for official use by Augusta-
Richmond County or one of its departments. Purchases in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or a department for 
personal use by an individual or for other than official use are prohibited, and no Augusta-Richmond County funds will be 
expended or advanced therefor. 

§ 1-10-19. AGREEMENT OF CANDIDATES INVOLVING WORK OR APPOINTMENTS. 

It shall be unethical for any candidate for the office of mayor or commissioner to enter into any agreement or understanding 
with any person as to the disposal of any work or appointment which is or shall be under the control of the Commission. 

§ 1-10-20. PENALTIES AND SANCTIONS. 

    (a) Legal or disciplinary action by Commission. The Commission may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions 
against any Augusta-Richmond County official, vendor, contractor, organization, or person in violation of these ethical 
standards. 

    (b) Legal or disciplinary action by Augusta-Richmond County Administrator. The Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions against any Augusta-Richmond County employee 
subject to the Administrator's supervision and control as defined in the Augusta-Richmond County Code, subject to the 
appropriate appeals process of Augusta-Richmond County. 

        (c) Legal or disciplinary action by Elected/Constitutional Officers of Augusta-Richmond County. The Constitutional 
Officers and other Elected Officers of Augusta-Richmond County may take the appropriate legal and/or disciplinary 
actions against any employee under their supervision and control subject to the appropriate appeals process of Augusta-
Richmond County. 

        (d) Administrative penalties for employees. The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Constitutional/Elected 
Officer may impose any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on an Augusta-Richmond County employee 



for violations of the ethical standards in this Section as appropriate to the situation, subject to the Personnel Manual or 
other appropriate appeals procedures: 

        (1) oral or written warnings or reprimands; 

        (2) suspensions with or without pay for specified periods of time; or 

        (3) termination of employment. 

    (e) Administrative penalties for outside contractors/vendors. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may impose 
any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on a vendor/contractor or other person or organization for 
violations of these ethical standards: 

        (1) written warnings or reprimands; 

        (2) termination of contracts; or 

                (3) debarment or suspension as provided in § 1-10-65 (Authority to Debar or Suspend). 

§ 1-10-21. RECOVERY OF VALUE TRANSFERRED OR RECEIVED IN BREACH OF ETHICAL STANDARDS. 

    (a) General provisions. The value of anything transferred or received in breach of the ethical standards of this chapter by 
an Augusta-Richmond County employee or a vendor/contractor or other person may be recovered from either party. 

    (b) Recovery of kickbacks by Augusta-Richmond County. Upon showing that a subcontractor made a kickback to a prime 
contractor or a higher tier subcontractor in connection with the award of a subcontract or order thereunder, it shall be 
conclusively presumed that the amount thereof was included in the price of the subcontract or order and ultimately borne 
by Augusta-Richmond County and will be recoverable hereunder from the recipient. In addition, that amount may also be 
recovered from the subcontractor making such kickbacks. Recovery from one offending party shall not preclude recovery 
from other offending parties. 

§ 1-10-22. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 

       (a) No employee or official shall make any contribution of Augusta-Richmond County funds, property, or services to 
any political party or committee, or to any candidate for or holder of any office of the government--national, state, local, or 
foreign. 

       (b) Nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting the making of political contributions by any vendor/contractor or 
other person or organization to any candidate for public office, so long as the contribution is made without any agreement 
or understanding with regard to future or pending contracts or purchase orders. 

 

ARTICLE 3 



 

OFFICE OF THE PURCHASING DIRECTOR 

§ 1-10-23. AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF PURCHASING DIRECTOR. 

    (a) Authority. The Purchasing Director is designated as the principal public purchasing official for Augusta-Richmond 
County, and shall be responsible for the procurement of commodities, services, construction, and professional service 
products in accordance with the Augusta-Richmond County Code and this chapter. 

    (b) Duties. In accordance with the Augusta-Richmond County Code, the duties of the Purchasing Director are further 
elaborated upon to include but not be limited to: 

        (1) procuring or supervising the procurement of all commodities, services, construction, and professional and 
consultant service products needed by Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (2) acting to procure for Augusta-Richmond County the highest quality in commodities, construction and service 
products at the least cost to Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (3) discouraging uniform bidding and endeavoring to obtain as full and open competition as possible on all purchases 
and sales; 

        (4) keeping informed of current developments in the field of purchasing, prices, market conditions and new products, 
and secure for Augusta-Richmond County the benefits of research conducted in the field of purchasing by other 
governmental jurisdictions, national technical societies, trade associations having national recognition, and by private 
businesses or organizations; 

        (5) prescribing and maintaining such forms as needed to operate the purchasing program; 

        (6) preparing, recommending, and implementing standard purchasing nomenclature for using agencies and product 
suppliers; 

        (7) preparing, adopting and properly maintaining a vendors' catalog file and qualified products list, if needed; 

        (8) exploring cooperative ventures and possibilities of buying in bulk so as to take full advantage of discounts; 

        (9) procuring for Augusta-Richmond County whenever possible all tax exemptions; 

        (10) cooperating with using agencies so as to secure for Augusta-Richmond County the maximum efficiency in 
budgeting and accounting; 

        (11) recommending to the Administrator that product vendors who are irresponsible and non-responsive or default on 
contracts be disqualified from receiving any business from Augusta-Richmond County for an appropriate period of time; 

        (12) exercising general supervision over all other inventories of supplies belonging to Augusta-Richmond County; 



        (13) establishing and maintaining programs for specifications development, contract administration, and inspecting, 
testing and acceptance, in cooperation with the public agencies using the commodities, services and construction products; 

        (14) working to ensure equal opportunity for disadvantaged business owners; 

        (15) selling, trading, or otherwise disposing or surplus supplies belonging to Augusta-Richmond County; 

                (16) prequalifying suppliers; 

                (17) prequalifying products, especially janitorial products, through the study of testing data; 

                (18) maintaining the official Augusta-Richmond County bidder's list; and 

                (19) any other duty assigned by the Administrator that is within the intent and scope of duties set forth in the 
Augusta-Richmond County Code. 

§ 1-10-24. CENTRALIZATION OF PROCUREMENT FUNCTION. 

    (a) The Purchasing Director or designee shall solicit all bids or proposals for the procurement of commodities, services, 
and construction products, professional or consultant service products and personal property disposition for all using 
agencies of Augusta-Richmond County, except for certain purchases officially authorized to be made by an elected official 
or using agency head (refer to § 1-10-71 (e) - Authority to Approve, Sign, and Execute Contracts by Type). 

    (b) Augusta-Richmond County shall not be legally bound by any purchase order or contract made contrary to the 
provisions of the Augusta-Richmond County Code and this chapter. Except as may be specifically provided herein, it shall 
be a violation of this chapter for any officer or employee of Augusta-Richmond County or other person to order the 
purchase of any commodities, make contracts for any services, or dispose of any property within the purview of this 
chapter other than through the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Purchasing Director. Violators shall be subject 
to penalties provided in Article 8 of this chapter. 

 

ARTICLE 4 

 

PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS 

§ 1-10-25. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of a specification is to provide a description and statement of the requirements of a product, components of a 
product, the capability or performance of a product, and/or the service or work to be performed to create a product. The 
term product is a very broad term that could include commodities, supplies, goods, equipment, materials, construction and 
services. 



§ 1-10-26. TYPES OF SPECIFICATIONS. 

    (a) Design. This specification describes and states the required functional, physical and quality characteristics of a 
product, components of products, or services. 

    (b) Performance. This specification describes and states the intended use, operating conditions, specific features and 
characteristics, and performance capability of the product. For construction or services, a performance specification states 
the methods to be employee and/or standards to be met, specific starting and completion schedule, and frequency of the 
service to be performed to develop the final product. 

    (c) Design/performance. This specification is a combination of types (a) and (b) described above. It is a complete 
description and statement of the required physical makeup, functionality, intended use, operating conditions, specific 
features and characteristics, and performance capability of the product. 

    (d) Service availability. If availability of service is to be a criteria for awarding a contract, the specifications shall clearly 
state that service availability may be considered in determining the most responsible bid, and the bidders shall be required 
to submit information concerning their ability to service and maintain the product or equipment. 

A specification should be complete in its statement requirements. Other published specifications can be incorporated (e.g., 
Georgia D.O.T. Specifications, Underwriters Laboratory, etc.); however, original statements are preferable. A specification 
may also include provisions for testing and inspecting where necessary. 

§ 1-10-27. MAXIMUM PRACTICABLE COMPETITION. 

All specifications shall be drafted so as to promote overall economy for the purpose intended and encourage competition in 
satisfying Augusta-Richmond County's needs, and shall not be unduly restrictive. The procedures in this Section apply to 
all specifications including, but not limited to, those prepared for Augusta-Richmond County by architects, engineers, 
designers, draftsmen, and other consulting persons. 

§ 1-10-28. QUALIFIED PRODUCTS LIST. 

    (a) Augusta-Richmond County shall advertise at least once per fiscal year for vendors to register with the purchasing 
department the products and services they wish to offer Augusta-Richmond County. Augusta-Richmond County shall keep 
an index of these vendors by name and the list shall be cross referenced for products and services. The vendor's name shall 
be kept for two (2) years or permanently if the vendor continues to offer bids. Records shall be kept as to the number of 
times a vendor is contacted for informal quotes and other bids. Upon the request of a vendor, the said vendor shall be added 
or deleted from the list. The use of such a list is not intended to restrict competition. Any vendor may submit, prior to 
product solicitation, a commodity, product or service to the Purchasing Director for review and possible inclusion on the 
qualified products list. 

    (b) Vendors shall be removed from the vendor list for the following reasons: 

        (1) Declining to offer bids for a two-year period. 

        (2) Suspension for the following shall not be for less than three (3) months or more than three (3) years: 



        a. Failing to satisfactorily meet terms, agreements, or contracts made with the purchasing department or the using 
agency. 

        b. Being convicted of criminal offenses in obtaining contracts or convicted of embezzlement, violation of state or 
federal anti-trust statutes, or any other crime which indicates a lack of business integrity or honesty. 

        c. Violating contract provisions or failing to perform without good cause or any other cause which the Purchasing 
Director deems to be so serious as to affect the responsibility of a contractor, including disbarment or suspension from a 
vendor list by another governmental entity. 

        d. Violating the standards as set forth in Article II hereof for conflicts of interest. 

§ 1-10-29. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON VENDORS. 

The Department Head and/or the Administrator is directed to provide the bid amount as submitted, information concerning 
the vendor's previous performance, the service and quality of the products offered, the availability of the goods and services 
when needed, adherence to delivery schedules, and other criteria pertinent to that particular item, on vendors who have 
submitted bids, proposals, or contracts for the Commission's consideration. The information is to be included in the backup 
documents for the Commission's consideration in awarding the contract. 

§ 1-10-30. PRODUCT REFERENCES IN SPECIFICATIONS. 

    (a) Use. Product references may be used in specifications, in conjunction with other descriptive narrative, when: 

        (1) no other design or performance specification or qualified products list is available; 

        (2) time does not permit the preparation of another form of purchase description; 

        (3) the nature of the product or the nature of Augusta-Richmond County's requirements dictates the use of a brand 
name or equal reference in the specification; or 

        (4) the use of a brand name or equal specification is in Augusta-Richmond County's best interests. 

    (b) Designation of several products references. Product reference or equal specifications shall seek to identify as many 
different product references as are practicable, as or equal references and shall further state that substantially equivalent 
products to those designated will be considered for award, unless conditions warrant otherwise. 

Unless otherwise authorized by the Administrator, product reference or equal specifications shall include a description of 
the particular design, functional, or performance characteristics which are required. 

Where a product reference or equal specification is used in a solicitation, the solicitation shall contain explanatory language 
that the use of the product reference is for the purpose of describing the standard of quality, performance, and 
characteristics desired and is not intended to limit or restrict competition. 

       (c) In all cases where brand name items are requisitioned by any department, the Purchasing Director has the authority 



to determine whether similar products of equal quality offered for sale to Augusta-Richmond County at a lower price shall 
be ordered in lieu of the requisitioned brand name items. 

§ 1-10-31. RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPECIFICATIONS. 

The responsibility for acquiring specifications data rests primarily with the using agency head concerned. Purchasing 
personnel will assist with this task by providing copies of previously used specifications, brochures, or other reference 
materials. However, the Purchasing office staff's primary responsibility is to develop the data provided by the using agency 
head into the proper format for the solicitation of bids, proposals, or quotations. 

§ 1-10-32. INSPECTION OF PURCHASES. 

The purchasing agent in conjunction with the using agency or department head shall inspect, or supervise the inspection of, 
all deliveries of materials, supplies or contractual services to determine their conformance with the specifications set forth 
in the pertinent purchase order or contract. The purchasing agent may require chemical and physical tests of samples 
submitted with bids and samples of deliveries, which examinations are necessary to determine quality of the samples and 
conformance with specifications. 

 

ARTICLE 5 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR BIDDING OR PROPOSING ON AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY CONTRACTS 

§ 1-10-33. RESPONSIBILITY OF BIDDERS AND PROPOSERS. 

    (a) Determination of responsibility. The level of responsibility of the bidder or proposer (offeror) shall be ascertained for 
each contract awarded by Augusta-Richmond County based upon full disclosure to the Purchasing Director concerning the 
person's capacity to meet the terms of the contract and based upon the person's past record of performance on similar 
contracts, the bidder's quality of work, general reputation in the community, financial responsibility, and previous 
employment or use by Augusta-Richmond County. 

If an offeror who otherwise would have been awarded a contract is found non-responsible, a written determination of non-
responsibility, setting forth the basis of the finding, shall be prepared by the Purchasing Director or using agency. The 
failure of an offeror to promptly supply information in connection with an inquiry with respect to the level of responsibility 
may be grounds for a determination of non-responsibility with respect to such bidder or offeror or proposer. A copy of the 
determination shall be sent promptly to the non-responsible offeror. The final determination shall be made a part of 
Augusta-Richmond County's contract file and be made a public record. 

        (b) Right of nondisclosure. Information furnished by an offeror pursuant to this Section shall not be disclosed outside 
of the Purchasing Department, or using agency, by Augusta-Richmond County staff without prior written consent by the 
offeror. 

§ 1-10-34. COST OR PRICING DATA. 



    (a) Required submissions relating to the award of contract. A prospective contractor shall submit cost or pricing data 
when the contract is expected to exceed $5,000 and is to be awarded by competitive sealed proposals (§ 1-10-45; 
Competitive Sealed Proposals), by sole source procurement authority (§ 1-10-49; Sole Source Procurement), or by 
competitive selection procedures for professional and consultant services (§ 1-10-46). 

    (b) Exceptions. The submission of cost or pricing data relating to the award of a contract is not required when: 

        (1) the contract price is based on adequate price competition; 

        (2) the contract price is based on established catalogue prices or market prices; 

        (3) the contract price is set by law or regulation; or 

        (4) it is determined by the Purchasing Director and approved by the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, in 
writing, that the requirements of this Section may be waived, and the determination states the reasons for such waiver. 

      (c) Required submissions relating to change orders or contract modifications. A contractor shall submit cost or pricing 
data prior to the approval of any change order or contract modification, including adjustments to contracts awarded by 
competitive sealed bidding, whether or not cost or pricing data was required in connection with the initial pricing of the 
contract, whenever the change or modification involves aggregate increases or aggregate decreases of five percent (5%) or 
more of original bid or proposal price. 

      (d) Exceptions. The submission of cost or pricing data relating to the pricing of a change order or contract modification 
is not required when: 

                (1) unrelated and separately priced adjustments for which cost or pricing data would not be required are 
consolidated for administrative convenience; or 

                (2) it is determined in a written report by the Purchasing Director and approved by the Augusta-Richmond 
County Administrator that the requirements of subsection (c) hereof (Cost or Pricing Data; Required Submissions Relating 
to Change Orders or Contract Modifications) may be waived, and the determination states the reasons for such waiver. 

      (e) Certification required. Any prospective or current contractor required to submit cost or pricing data in accordance 
with this Section shall certify that to the best of its knowledge and belief the cost or pricing data submitted was accurate, 
complete, and current, as of a mutually specified date prior to the award of the contract, or the pricing of the change order 
for contract modification. 

        (f) Price adjustment provision required in contracts. Augusta-Richmond County contracts shall include a provision 
stating that when detailed pricing data has been requested by the County and submitted by the offeror/contractor under the 
terms of the contract which is later found to be in error, that the price of the products charged to Augusta-Richmond 
County, including profit or fee, shall be appropriately adjusted. Such prices shall be accurate, complete, and current as of 
the date agreed upon between Augusta-Richmond County and the contractor. 

§ 1-10-35. COST OR PRICE ANALYSIS. 



A cost analysis or a price analysis, including life cycle costing as appropriate, may be conducted prior to award of a 
contract. If this technique is to be used, notice shall be provided the bidder/offeror in the bid solicitation or request for 
proposals. A written record of such cost analysis or price analysis shall be made a part of the contract file. 

§ 1-10-36. BID AND PERFORMANCE BONDS WHEN REQUIRED. 

Bid and performance bonds or other security shall be requested for any contract as the Purchasing Director, using agency 
head, and/or Administrator deem advisable to protect Augusta-Richmond County's interest under circumstances specified 
herein. Any such bonding requirements shall be set forth in the solicitation. Bid or performance bonds shall not be used by 
the staff as a substitute for an affirmative determination of an offeror's level of responsibility (see § 1-10-33). 

§ 1-10-37. BID BONDS. 

    (a) Requirements. Bid security shall be required, primarily for construction contracts, when the value is estimated to 
exceed $40,000. 

Bid security shall be a bond provided by a surety company authorized to do business in the State of Georgia or the 
equivalent in cashier's or certified check (Checks shall be made payable to Augusta-Richmond County), or such other 
security as approved by the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney. 

Nothing herein prevents the requirements of such security on construction and other purchases less than $40,000 when the 
circumstances warrant such requirements as determined by the Purchasing Director and using agency head. 

        (b) Amount. Bid security, when required, shall be in an amount equal to at least 10% of the amount of bid or an 
amount certain specified in the solicitation. 

The bid security of the three (3) lowest bidders shall be held until contract award. Securities posted by others will be 
returned shortly after receipt of bids. 

Upon failure of an offeror to enter into a contract within ten (10) days after the contract is tendered by Augusta-Richmond 
County, the offeror's security is subject to forfeit. 

        (c) Rejection of bids/noncompliance with bid bond requirement. When the Invitation for Bids requires bid security, 
any bid submitted without such security shall be rejected and returned to the bidder with a written explanation of the action 
taken. 

        (d) Withdrawal of bids. If a bidder is permitted to withdraw a bid before award, no action shall be taken against the 
bidder or bid security. 

§ 1-10-38. PAYMENT AND PERFORMANCE BONDS. 

    (a) Requirement and amount. When a contract for construction services is awarded in excess of $40,000, the following 
bonds shall be delivered to Augusta-Richmond County, and shall become binding on the parties upon the execution of the 
contract: 



        (1) a performance bond in the amount of 100% of the price specified in the contract executed by a surety company 
authorized to do business in the State of Georgia, and in a form and fashion satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, and 

            (2) a payment bond in the amount of 100% of the price specified in the contract executed by a surety company 
authorized to do business in the State of Georgia, and in a form and fashion satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County. 

A performance bond insures that the contract will be completed in accordance with contract requirements. 

A payment bond is for the protection of all persons supplying labor and material to the contractor or subcontractors for the 
performance of the work specified in the contract. 

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit Augusta-Richmond County from requiring other contractors or suppliers of 
professional services to comply with one or both bonding requirements if so determined by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator, and/or using agency head, to be necessary. The same reserved authority applied to requiring other type 
bonds determined to be necessary and also requiring bonds on purchases for goods and services of any dollar amount less 
than $40,000. 

§ 1-10-39. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

Standard ranges and types of coverage shall be determined under the direction of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator and advice of the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney, Risk Management, Finance Director, Purchasing 
Director and other appropriate staff. General requirements shall be reviewed at least once annually. Insurance will be 
required within established ranges and for specific purposes on an individual contract basis. 

§ 1-10-40. PRE-QUALIFICATIONS OF CONTRACTORS. 

        (a) When required. The Purchasing Director, in consultation with the Administrator and using agency head may 
determine that it shall be in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County to pre-qualify suppliers for contracts of a 
particular type. The imposed standards must be met by any contractor who wishes to bid on the named project. The 
contractor shall submit required data in order to obtain a fair and impartial determination of whether a contractor has met 
such pre-qualification standards. When pre-qualification is required, only those contractors who submit the required pre-
qualification information and who are actually pre-qualified to submit a bid or proposal on the contract in question, or who 
are parties to a joint venture formed by suppliers who are herewith pre-qualified, shall be allowed to submit bids or 
proposals on the contract in question. 

    (b) Public notice. Public notice of pre-qualification shall be given in the same manner as provided in § 1-10-43 (c). 

    (c) Pre-qualification standards. The Purchasing Director and affected using agency heads shall review all information 
submitted by the suppliers and, if necessary, require additional information. The standards set for pre-qualification shall 
include but not be limited to factors set forth in § 1-10-43 - Sealed Bids; Bid Acceptance and Bid Evaluation and § 1-10-45 
(g) - Sealed Proposals; Evaluation and Selection. If the Purchasing Director and Administrator determine that the contractor 
meets all standards, then the contractor shall be so pre-qualified. The contractor shall be notified in writing. 

        (d) Failure to pre-qualify. Should a contractor not be pre-qualified, appropriate written notice shall be sent and the 
contractor is entitled to appeal rights as provided in Article 9.



 

ARTICLE 6 

 

PROCUREMENT SOURCE SELECTION METHODS AND CONTRACT AWARDS

§ 1-10-41. GENERALLY. 

The following sections provide detailed information concerning the use of the six (6) source selection methods available for 
use for the procurement of commodities, services and construction products for Augusta-Richmond County. The six 
methods are: (1) sealed bids, (2) sealed proposals, (3) special services, (4) quotations or informal bids, (5) sole source, and 
(6) emergency procurement. Lastly, these sections provide certain specific requirements applicable to any or all six 
methods of source selection. 

§ 1-10-42. PURCHASE ORDER. 

No officer or employee of Augusta-Richmond County shall request a vendor to deliver goods, merchandise, materials or 
supplies to the county except upon a regular purchase order issued by the purchasing agent; however, the provisions of this 
subsection shall not apply to emergency purchases provided for in this section. 

§ 1-10-43. SEALED BIDS SELECTION METHOD. 

    (a) Conditions for use. All contracts of Augusta-Richmond County shall be awarded by competitive sealed bidding 
except as otherwise provided elsewhere in this article (see § 1-10-45 - Sealed Proposals; 1-10-46 - Professional Services; 1-
10-47 - Quotations; 1-10-49 - Sole Source Procurement; and 1-10-50 - Emergency Procurements, of this chapter). 

    (b) Invitation for bids and specifications. An invitation for bids shall be issued by the Purchasing Office and shall 
include specifications prepared in accordance with Article 4 (Product Specifications), and all contractual terms and 
conditions, applicable to the procurement. 

        (c) Public notice and bidder's list. Adequate public notice of the invitation for bids shall be given in reasonable time, 
not less than 10 working days prior to the date set forth therein for the receipt of bids. 

        (1) Public works type contracts (defined per Georgia State Law, Code Section 36, Chapter 10, as contracts necessary 
to build or repair any courthouse, jail, bridge, causeway, or other public works) with values that equal or exceed $20,000, 
shall be advertised at least once weekly for at least four (4) weeks prior to opening of bids. 

        (2) Public notice shall include publication for three day within a ten (10) day period in the legal gazette and in local 
minority owned newspapers. The public notice minimally shall state the place, date, and time of pre-bid conference and/or 
bid opening, where specification documents may be obtained, and a brief description of the purchase or sale. 

        (3) The Purchasing Director shall also directly solicit sealed bids from all responsible prospective suppliers whose 
names appear on the Augusta-Richmond County Bidders' List which the Purchasing Director shall maintain. 



    (d) Pre-bid conference and addendum. A conference to be conducted by the Purchasing Director and using agency head, 
if appropriate, hearing will be scheduled at least five (5) working days before receipt of bids. While the pre-bid conference 
is not a requirement, it is strongly recommended and widely used to further acquaint interested bidders with the bid 
requirements and items to be purchased and vendor input. Any substantive changes to specifications resulting from the pre-
bid conference or other vendor/contractor sessions shall be documented in an addendum and communicated to all bidders 
registered for the procurement action. 

    (e) Bid opening. Sealed Bids shall be opened publicly in the presence of one or more witnesses at the time and place 
designated in the public notice and invitation for bids. The amount of each bid, and such other relevant information as the 
Purchasing Director deems appropriate, together with the name of each bidder shall be recorded; the record and each bid 
shall be open to public inspection in accordance with § 1-10-5 (Public Access to Procurement Information). 

    (f) Bid acceptance and bid evaluation. Provided that the bids are delivered to the Purchasing Director at the time, place, 
and under the conditions contained in the Invitation for Bids, the bids shall be conditionally accepted without alteration or 
correction pending evaluation. 

Bids shall be evaluated based on the requirements set forth in the invitation for bids, which may include bidder 
responsiveness, capability and past performance, and criteria to determine acceptability such as inspection, testing, quality 
workmanship, delivery, and suitability for a particular purpose. Those criteria that will affect the bid price and be 
considered in evaluation for award shall be objective and clearly measurable, including but not limited to discounts, 
transportation costs, and total or life cycle costs. The main advantage of using life-cycle costing is that both initial costs and 
related costs for the life of the item are considered. When the criterion for awarding the contract is based on lowest 
responsive bidder, it may mean that the contract specifications are just minimally complied with. Selecting of the lowest 
bidder could result in a higher incidence of maintenance, and down-time could eat up any savings made if the purchasing 
process considers only the initial cost. 

    (g) Correction or withdrawal of bids. Correction or withdrawal of inadvertently erroneous bids before or after bid 
opening may be permitted under the circumstances described below: 

        (1) Mistakes discovered before bid opening may be modified or withdrawn by written or telegraphic notice received 
in the office designated in the invitation for bids prior to the time set for bid opening. 

        (2) After the bid opening, corrections to bids shall be permitted only to the extent that the bidder can show by clear 
and convincing evidence that a mistake of a non-judgmental character was made, the nature of the mistake, and the bid 
price actually intended. Otherwise, no changes in bid prices or other provisions of bids prejudicial to the interest of Augusta-
Richmond County or fair competition shall be permitted. 

        (3) In lieu of bid correction, a low bidder alleging a material mistake of fact may be permitted to withdraw its bid if: 

            a. the mistake is clearly evident in the bid document but the intended correct bid is not similarly evident; or 

            b. the bidder submits evidence which clearly and convincingly demonstrates that a mistake was made. 

       (4) All decisions to permit the correction or withdrawal of bids, or to cancel awards or contracts based on bid mistakes, 
shall be supported in a written report made by the Purchasing Director. 



        (5) Withdrawal after receipt of bids is cause to forfeit bid security unless substantial evidence was presented clearly 
evidencing the mistake and hardship that would occur to either the County or the bidder in the event of award. 

    (h) Tie bids. In the event two or more bidders are tied in price while otherwise meeting all of the required conditions, the 
bid shall be awarded to the business which is located within Augusta-Richmond County, or if not within the above, within 
the State of Georgia. Where no bidder is located in Augusta-Richmond County or in the State of Georgia, the Purchasing 
Director shall call a public forum, cause each bidder or stand-in to write the name of the bidder on paper and placed in a 
container, the winner to be determined by drawing lots. 

    (i) Letting the contract. The contract shall be awarded or let in accordance with procedures set forth herein. Award shall 
occur with reasonable promptness by appropriate written notice to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder whose bid 
meets the requirements and criteria set forth in the invitation for bids. 

In addition to price and other material factors, the Purchasing Director, in consultation with the using agency, shall consider 
the following in the context of award recommendations: 

        (1) the ability, capacity, and skill of the bidder to perform, the contract or provide the services required, 

        (2) the capability of the bidder to perform the contract or provide the service promptly, or within the time specified, 
without delay or interference, 

        (3) the character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the bidder, 

        (4) the quality of performance on previous contracts, 

        (5) the previous and existing compliance by the bidder with laws and ordinances relating to the contract or services, 

        (6) the sufficiency of the financial resources of the bidder relating to his ability to perform the contract, 

        (7) the quality, availability, and adaptability of the supplies or services to the particular use required, and 

        (8) the number and scope of conditions attached to the bid by the bidder. 

    (j) Award to other than low bidder. When the award is not given to the lowest bidder, a full and complete statement of 
the reasons for placing the purchase order or other contract elsewhere shall be prepared and signed by the Purchasing 
Director and/or Administrator and made part of the record file for audit proposes. 

§ 1-10-44. REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS. 

Request for proposals shall be handled in the same manner as the bid process as described above for solicitation and 
awarding of contracts for goods or services with the following exceptions: 

    (a) Only the names of the vendors making offers shall be disclosed at the proposal opening. 



    (b) Content of the proposals submitted by competing persons shall not be disclosed during the process of the 
negotiations. 

    (c) Proposals shall be open for public inspection after the award is made. 

    (d) Proprietary or confidential information, marked as such in each proposal, shall not be disclosed without the written 
consent of the offeror. 

    (e) Discussions may be conducted with responsible persons submitting a proposal determined to have a reasonable 
chance of being selected for the award. These discussions will only be for the purpose of clarification to assure a full 
understanding of the solicitation requirement and responsiveness thereto. 

    (f) Nonmonetary revisions may be permitted after submissions and prior to award for the purpose of obtaining the best 
and final offers. 

    (g) In conducting discussions with the persons submitting the proposals, there shall be no disclosure of any information 
derived from the other persons submitting proposals. 

§ 1-10-45. SEALED PROPOSALS. 

    (a) Conditions for use. The competitive sealed proposals method may be utilized when the Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator approves the written justification of the Purchasing Director or using agency head that the sealed bid method 
is not in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. Generally, this method may be used when competitive sealed 
bidding (involving the preparation of detailed and specific specifications) is either not practicable or not advantageous to 
Augusta-Richmond County. In the case of purchasing computer software, for example, it is in the best interest of Augusta-
Richmond County to specify functional requirements and outputs, and allow the bidders to propose based on the closest 
available product(s) and software or software development services meeting our needs. 

    (b) Request for proposals. Competitive sealed proposals shall be solicited through a request for proposals (RFP). 

    (c) Public notice. Adequate public notice of the request for proposals shall be given in the same manner as provided in § 
1-10-43 (c)(Public Notice and Bidder's List); provided the normal period of time between notice and receipt of proposals 
minimally shall be 15 calendar days. 

    (d) Pre-proposal conference. A pre-proposal conference is not required but recommended for purposes of expounding on 
the requirements and soliciting vendor/contractor input. Such conferences should be scheduled at least 5 days prior to the 
date set for receipt of proposals, and notice shall be handled in a manner similar to § 1-10-44 (c) - Public Notice and 
Bidder's List. 

    (e) Receipt of proposals. Proposals will be received at the time and place designated in the request for proposals, 
complete with bidder qualification and technical information. Price information shall be separated from the proposal in a 
sealed envelope and opened only after the proposals have been reviewed and ranked. 

The names of the respondents will be identified at the proposal opening; however, no proposal will be handled so as to 
permit disclosure of the detailed contents of the response until after award of contract. A record of all responses shall be 
prepared and maintained for the files and audit purposes. 



    (f) Public inspection. The responses will be open for public inspection only after contract award. Proprietary or 
confidential information marked as such in each proposal will not be disclosed without written consent of the offeror. 

    (g) Evaluation and selection. The request for proposals shall state the relative importance of price and other evaluation 
factors that will be used in the context of proposal evaluation and contract award. (Pricing proposals will not be opened 
until the proposals have been reviewed and ranked). 

        (1) Selection committee. A selection committee, minimally consisting of representatives of the purchasing office, the 
using agency, and the Administrator's office or their choice shall convene for the purpose of evaluating the proposals. 

        (2) Preliminary negotiations. Discussions with the offerors and technical revisions to the proposals may occur. 
Discussions may be conducted with the responsible offerors who submit proposals for the purpose of clarification and to 
assure full understanding of, and conformance to, the solicitation requirements. Offerors shall be accorded fair and equal 
treatment with respect to any opportunity for discussions and revision of proposals and such revisions may be permitted 
after submission and prior to award for the purpose of obtaining best and final offers. In conducting discussions, there shall 
be no disclosure of information derived from proposals submitted by competing offerors. 

    (h) Final negotiations and letting the contract. The Committee shall rank the technical proposals, open and consider the 
pricing proposals submitted by each offeror, and request final and best offers from the top ranked three firms if available. 
Award shall be made or recommended for award through the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, to the responsible 
offeror whose proposal is determined to be the most advantageous to Augusta-Richmond County, taking into consideration 
price and the evaluation factors set forth in the request for proposals. No other factors or criteria shall be used in the 
evaluation. The contract file shall contain a written report of the basis on which the award is made/recommended. The 
contract shall be awarded or let in accordance with the procedures set forth in this Section and Article 10, § 1-10-71 of this 
chapter. 

§ 1-10-46. AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR SPECIAL SERVICES. 

As used in this section, special services are those professional services, such as those provided by physicians, architects, 
ministers, engineers, accountants and attorneys, which are normally obtained on a fee basis. In the procuring of 
professional services those departments which normally utilize such services may contract on their behalf for such service 
in accordance with this article provided that the following requirements are met: 

    (a) The department must solicit the best possible contract with the person providing the professional service. 

    (b) Negotiation with the person providing professional services shall include the department head and the Augusta-
Richmond County Administrator. 

    (c) The department shall obtain the approval of the Commission. 

    (d) On those special services in Augusta-Richmond County, where another department head's expertise and 
recommendations can be of special use, the department procuring such service shall seek the advice of such department 
head. 

    (e) The Commission shall have the authority to continue a contract for professional services from year to year when it is 
in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. 



    (f) Depending on the type of the service that is involved, Augusta-Richmond County should look beyond price estimates 
or bids, to qualifications of the bidder. Cost of the work to be performed should not be given primary and dominant 
weighing in selecting the professional bidder. The technical factors and qualifications of the staff and firm should be also 
considered. 

§ 1-10-47. QUOTATIONS OR INFORMAL BIDS SELECTION METHOD. (STANDARD AND SMALL 
PURCHASES)

    (a) Conditions for use. Any standard or small purchase contract or purchase order for supplies, services, and construction 
not exceeding $5,000 in total value may be made in accordance with the purchase procedures authorized in this Section and 
other applicable provisions of this Article. Contract requirements shall not be artificially divided so as to constitute a small 
purchase under this Section. 

    (b) Request for quotations and specifications. Requests for quotations may be issued in writing or by telephone for 
purchases less than $5,000. In either case, specifications shall be prepared describing the item or service in a form suitable 
for an appropriate vendor response. 

        (1) Informal oral bid quotations. Quotes from a minimum of three (3) sources shall be obtained, at least one of which 
shall be from a DBE as provided in § 1-10-52 hereof. Maximum purchase under this system is to be one thousand five 
hundred dollars ($1,500.00), including sales tax. Vendor quotes are to be noted on the requisition for retention. The 
purchasing requirement shall not be artificially divided so as to constitute a purchase to be made by this method. 

                (2) Informal written bid quotations. Solicitation for written bid quotes shall be obtained from three (3) sources, 
if available, from the vendor list, at least one of which shall be from a DBE as provided in § 1-10-52 hereof. The maximum 
purchase under this system is to be ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), including sales tax. 

                (3) Selection is to be made from the list in the following manner: 

            a. Low bidder on last quote; 

            b. Next vendor on list; 

            c. Next DBE vendor on list (see Article 7);

            d. Repeat procedure until all vendors have been asked to quote; 

            e. Begin new rotation of vendors by using the last low bidder on quote. 

    (c) Public notice. Notice in the form of advertisements is not required. However, no less than three vendors/contractors 
shall be directly solicited, if available, to submit quotations. 

        (d) Receipt of quotations. Quotations shall be scheduled for receipt at a date, time and place certain. The amount of 
each quote and such other relevant information as the Purchasing Director deems appropriate, together with the name of 
each offeror shall be recorded. The record of each quote shall be open to public inspection in accordance with § 1-10-5 
(Public Access to Procurement Information). 



    (e) Evaluation. Quotations shall be evaluated based on the requirements set forth in the request for quotations, which 
may include bidder responsiveness, capability and past performance, and criteria to determine acceptability such as 
inspection, testing, quality, workmanship, delivery, and suitability for a particular purpose. Those criteria that will affect 
the quoted price and be considered in evaluation forward shall be objective and clearly measurable, including but not 
limited to discounts, transportation costs, and total or life cycle costs. No criteria may be used in the evaluation process that 
are not set forth in the request for quotations or other notice. 

    (f) Correction or withdrawal of quotes. Correction or withdrawal of inadvertently erroneous quotes before or after the 
evaluation of the quotes may be permitted under the circumstances described in § 1-10-43 (g)(Correction or Withdrawal of 
Bids). 

    (g) Tie bids. Shall be handled in the manner described in § 1-10-43 (h) (Tie Bids). 

    (h) Award. Award shall be made to the most responsible and responsive bidder offering the lowest acceptable quotation. 
The names of the person submitting quotations and the date and amount of each quotation shall be recorded and maintained 
as a public record. Written quotations are advisable but not expressly required. 

    (i) Agency purchases under $100.00/authority of using agency. Procurement of an item or article which does not exceed 
one hundred dollars ($100.00), including any sales tax, shall be exempt from the bid process except that, where applicable, 
contract vendors shall be used unless substitution is approved in writing and in advance by the Purchasing Director. 
Further, the purchasing requirements shall not be artificially divided so as to constitute a small purchase. A reasonable 
effort shall be made to negotiate price agreements that will cover much of the small purchase volume. 

For purchases of one hundred dollars ($100) or less in value the using agency head may issue a Purchase Order to acquire 
commodity and service products. The using agency shall obtain adequate and reasonable competition for the supply, 
service, or construction being purchased. Further, the using agency head shall require the preparation and maintenance of 
written records adequate to document the competition obtained, properly account for the funds expended, and facilitate an 
audit of the small purchase made. 

Small purchases under one hundred dollars ($100) may be made by the elected official or using agency head of all using 
agencies as follows: 

        (1) Where the purchase does not exceed one hundred dollars ($100) and a Using Agency Purchase Order is prepared 
and presented to the vendor. 

        (2) A copy of the purchase order shall be forwarded to Finance and Purchasing notifying the Director of Finance and 
Purchasing of the purchase and requesting payment to be made from funds previously allocated to such using agency. 

    (j) Limitations on small purchases made by using agencies. When small purchases are made by the using agency head 
pursuant to Subsection (I), the following requirements shall be met: 

        (1) Such purchases are limited to goods and minor services where no contract exists or goods are not stocked by the 
County. No equipment and furniture purchases are authorized under subsections (I); 

        (2) The Using Agency Purchase Orders and original invoices shall be prepared and signed by an authorized party at 
the using agency level and forwarded to Finance for further processing; 



        (3) Purchases shall not be divided artificially to constitute a small purchase; and 

        (4) Using agencies are responsible for checking the availability of funds prior to making any small purchase. 

§ 1-10-48. BANKING SERVICES. 

    (a) Vendor and payroll accounts. Requests for Proposals shall be solicited as provided in § 1-10-44 of this chapter for 
each of these accounts. The Request shall specify that the award shall be for a period of twenty-four (24) months, as the 
Commission has determined that such period of contracting will best serve the interest of Augusta-Richmond County by 
encouraging effective competition and promoting economies in Augusta-Richmond County's administration of these 
services. 

    (b) Accounts other than vendor and payroll accounts. 

        (1) Requests for Proposals shall be solicited as provided in § 1-10-44 of this chapter for each such account. The 
Request shall specify that the award shall be for a period of twenty-four (24) months, as the Commission has determined 
that such period of contracting will best serve the interest of Augusta-Richmond County by encouraging effective 
competition and promoting economies in Augusta-Richmond County's administration of these services. 

        (2) As provided in § 1-10-6, local banks shall be contacted first. For purposes of this section, local banks shall be 
defined as those banking institutions with a full service banking location in Augusta-Richmond County. Further, as 
provided in Article 7, a banking institution having not more than $500,000,000 in total assets in the State of Georgia shall 
be considered a DBE. 

§ 1-10-49. SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT. 

    (a) Notwithstanding other provisions in this Article, whenever it shall be made to appear that by reason of design, 
capacity, compatibility with other equipment or with machinery, purpose, function or other characteristics an item of 
procurement required by Augusta-Richmond County or one of its departments is obtainable only from one source, the item 
may be procured by the Purchasing Department through negotiation from the source from which it is available without the 
necessity of bids. 

    (b) Before any item may be obtained under the provisions of this section, however, the requisitioning agency must 
accompany its requisition for the order with a statement specifying in reasonable detail the reasons why the item should be 
procured by negotiation. This specification of reasons shall be in writing and shall be attached to the requisition at the time 
it is transmitted to the purchasing officer. 

    (c) If the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, upon considering the requisition and the substantiation therefor, 
determines that the item should be purchased by sole source procurement and the cost thereof does not exceed $10,000.00, 
the Administrator may approve such procurement. If the item exceeds $10,000.00 in cost, and the Administrator determines 
that sole source procurement is appropriate, the requisition shall be referred to the Commission for action. 

§ 1-10-50. EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT SELECTION METHOD. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, the Purchasing Director, Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or 
constitutional officer may make or authorize others to make emergency procurement of equipment, supplies, services, 



general construction, or public works type construction services when there exists a threat to public health, welfare, or 
safety, or where daily operations are affected; provided that such emergency procurement shall be made with such 
competition as is practicable under the circumstances. As soon as practicable, a record of each emergency procurement 
shall be made and shall set forth the contractor's name, the amount and type of the contract, a listing of the item(s) procured 
under the contract, and the identification number of the contract file. A written report explaining the determination of the 
basis for the emergency and for the selection of the particular contractor shall be included in the contract file, and a copy of 
same provided the Augusta-Richmond County Commission at their next regular meeting in the case of public works 
contracts as defined by Georgia State Law or other Augusta-Richmond County purchases when the value of the purchase 
exceeds $10,000. 

In the event an emergency should arise after office hours or on holidays or weekends which requires immediate action on 
the part of the using agency involved and where it is not possible or convenient to reach the Purchasing Director, 
constitutional officer, or Administrator, the using agency head is authorized to make purchases. Such purchases shall be 
well documented, packaged for payment, and forwarded to the Purchasing Director within 24 hours, if possible, after 
occurrence. 

Emergency purchases by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall be made as provided in 1975 Ga. Laws p. 4334, 
as amended. 

§ 1-10-51. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS/OPTIONS FOR SOURCE SELECTION METHOD. 

    (a) Encumbrance of funds. The Purchasing Director shall not execute any contracts or purchase orders, except in the 
case of certain emergency purchases, until the Finance Department staff certifies, after pre-audit, that there is to the credit 
of the using agency concerned a sufficient unencumbered appropriation balance, in excess of all unpaid obligations, to 
defray the amount of the order. 

    (b) Cancellation of bids or request for proposals. A bid(s) may be canceled at any time prior to opening the bid upon 
determining that mistakes occurred in the preparation of the bid to warrant such action, Augusta-Richmond County's 
requirements changed to the extent that the goods or services are no longer needed, or due to insufficient funds. The 
Purchasing Director shall document for the files the specific reason (s) for cancellation and promptly notify the vendor (s) 
in writing of Augusta-Richmond County's decision. 

    (c) Multi-step proposals/sealed bids. When it is considered impractical to initially prepare a product purchase 
description to support an award based on price, an invitation for bids may be issued requesting the submission of unpriced 
offers to be followed by an invitation for bids limited to those bidders whose offers have been determined by the 
Purchasing Director and using agency head to be technically acceptable under the criteria set forth in the first solicitation. 

§ 1-10-52. REJECTING BIDS, RE-ADVERTISING AND/OR NEGOTIATIONS. 

     (a) Conditions for use. An invitation for bids/quotes, a request for proposals, or other solicitation may be canceled, or 
any or all bids may be rejected in whole or in part as may be specified in the solicitation, when it is for good cause and in 
the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. The reasons thereof shall be made part of the contract file. Each solicitation 
issued by Augusta-Richmond County shall state that the solicitation may be canceled and that any bid or proposal may be 
rejected in whole or in part for good cause when in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. Notice of cancellation 
shall be sent to all businesses solicited. The notice shall identify the solicitation, explain the reason for cancellation and, 
where appropriate, explain that an opportunity will be given to compete on any re-solicitation or any future procurement of 
similar items. 



    (b) Authority to reject/cancel. If the value of the bid is $5,000 or greater, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission 
shall have the authority to reject/cancel any and all bids. If the bid/quote is less than $5,000, the Administrator shall have 
the authority to reject/cancel any and all bids, quotes and proposals. 

  (c) Re-advertisement. If the lowest and best bid exceeds the budgeted amount and the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission does not appropriate additional funds, the Purchasing Director may re-advertise for bids after making 
sufficient changes in the specifications to bring the project within budget. 

  (d) Negotiating. If, after re-advertisement, the low responsive and responsible bid for the project still exceeds available 
funds as certified by the Finance Department staff, and such bid does not exceed such funds by more than twenty percent 
(20%), the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator and the Purchasing Director are authorized, when time permits, or 
economic considerations preclude further re-solicitation of work of a reduced scope, to negotiate an adjustment of the bid 
price with the low responsive bidder, in order to bring the bid within the amount of available funds. Any such negotiated 
adjustment shall be based only upon eliminating independent deductive items specified in the invitation for bids. 

§ 1-10-53. MULTI-TERM CONTRACT. 

    (a) Maximum period. A contract for services or supplies may be entered into for a period up to five (5) years, provided 
that the term of the contract and the conditions for renewal or extension, if any, are included in the solicitation and funds 
are available for the balance of the then current fiscal year. Payment and performance obligations for succeeding fiscal 
periods shall be subject to the availability and appropriation of funds. All multi-year contracts shall contain a clause which 
terminates the contract at the beginning of a fiscal year when funds are not appropriated by the Commission for 
continuation of the contract for that fiscal year. 

    (b) Determination prior to use. Prior to the utilization of a multi-term contract, it shall be determined in writing: 

        (1) that estimated requirements cover the period of the contract and are reasonably firm and continuing; and 

        (2) that such a contract will serve the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County by encouraging effective competition 
or otherwise promoting economies in procurement. 

    (c) Cancellation due to unavailability of funds in succeeding fiscal periods. All multi-term contracts shall include 
provisions providing that when funds are not appropriated or otherwise made available to support continuation of 
performance in a subsequent fiscal period, the contract shall be canceled with appropriate notice.

    (d) Renewal of contract. At least ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of any term of a multi-term contract, the using 
agency shall submit to the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, a report of the performance of the contract and the 
agency's recommendation as to the renewal of the contract. The Administrator, after consultation with the using agency and 
review of the report, and upon appropriate approval, shall renew the contract if renewal is in the best interest of Augusta-
Richmond County. All other requirements of this Section must be met in order to consummate a renewal. 

    (e) Expiration and extension. Contracts being considered for renewal or re-bid may be extended by the Administrator for 
a period of time not exceeding ninety (90) days. Any extensions are subject to the availability of funds and mutual 
agreement of the vendor/contractor and Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-10-54. RIGHT TO INSPECT FACILITIES. 



Official representatives of Augusta-Richmond County shall have the right to inspect facilities of a vendor at any reasonable 
time which is related to the performance of any contract award, bid on or to be awarded by Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-10-55. RIGHT TO AUDIT RECORDS. 

Official representatives of Augusta-Richmond County may, at reasonable times and upon reasonable written notice to 
vendor, inspect the official records of the person or firm pertaining to a contract, change order, or purchase order with 
Augusta-Richmond County when such inspection is required by law, or is authorized by the Administrator in writing as 
being in the public interest. 

§ 1-10-56. USE OF STATE CONTRACTS. 

The Purchasing Director may, independent of the requirements of bid process of this article, procure supplies, services or 
construction items through the contract established by the purchasing division of the State of Georgia. 

§ 1-10-57. REBIDDING OR CANCELLATION OF EXISTING CONTRACT. 

In the event a vendor is unwilling or unable to perform a contract or the vendor gives written notice of cancellation of an 
existing contract, the Purchasing Director may immediately pursue a replacement of said contract either by formal or 
informal bid procedure as is appropriate, with the approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator. The 
Purchasing Director may accept a next lowest bidder. The options selected shall be the most advantageous to Augusta-
Richmond County. 

 

ARTICLE 7 

 

DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES (DBE) PROGRAM 

§ 1-10-58. PURPOSE. 

Augusta-Richmond County is firmly committed to the principles of equal opportunity and affirmative action and in keeping 
with these principles, hereby sets forth a program and establishes a mechanism for developing, approving, and 
implementing procedures by which disadvantaged business enterprises including small business enterprises shall be assured 
equal access to supplying goods, general services, and construction services required by Augusta-Richmond County, 
thereby promoting balanced economic and community growth throughout Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-10-59. DEFINITIONS. 

    (a) Minority person. For the purpose of this chapter, minority person means a United States citizen or permanent resident 
alien (as defined by the Immigration and Naturalization Service) of the Untied States, who is Asian, Black, Hispanic, 
Native American, or female, according to the following definitions, also one who is economically and socially 
disadvantaged: 



        (1) Asian. Persons having origins in any of the original people of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian continent, or 
the Pacific Islands. 

        (2) Black. Persons having origins in any black racial group of Africa. 

        (3) Hispanic. Persons of Spanish or Portuguese culture with origins in Mexico, South or Central American, or the 
Caribbean Islands, regardless of race. 

        (4) Native American. Persons having origins in any of the original people of North America, including American 
Indians, Eskimos, and Aleut. 

        (5) Socially disadvantaged individuals. Those individuals who have been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice or 
cultural bias because of their identification as members of a certain group, without regard to their individual qualities. Such 
groups include but are not limited to Black Americans, Hispanic Americans, Native Americans (including American 
Indians, Eskimos, Aleut, and Native Hawaiians), and Asian Pacific Americans. 

        (6) Economically disadvantaged individuals. Those socially disadvantaged whose ability to compete in the free 
enterprise system has been impaired due to diminished capital and credit opportunities as compared to others in the same 
business area who are not socially disadvantaged. 

    (b) Disadvantaged business. A small business enterprise which has its principal office and place of doing business in 
Augusta-Richmond County which is not dominant in its field of operation and is regarded as small in size as measured by 
its annual gross receipts being less than $500,000 (except as provided in § 1-10-48 for banking institutions). 

    (c) Minority Business Enterprise (MBE). A business which is owned or controlled by minority persons who have been 
deprived of the opportunity to develop and maintain a competitive position in the economy because of social and economic 
disadvantages. More specifically, disadvantaged business refers to any small business concern which: 

        (1) is at least fifty-one percent (51%) owned by one or more minority citizens of the United States who are determined 
to be socially and economically disadvantaged. 

        (2) in the case of a business which is a corporation, fifty-one percent (51%) of all classes of voting stock of such 
corporation must be owned by an individual determined to be socially and economically disadvantaged. 

        (3) in the event of a business which is a partnership, fifty-one percent (51%) of the partnership interest must be owned 
by an individual or individuals who are socially and economically disadvantaged and whose management and daily 
business operations are controlled by individuals determined to be socially and economically disadvantaged. Such 
individuals must be involved in the daily management and operations of the business concerned. 

    (d) Discriminate. To distinguish, differentiate, separate, or segregate solely on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, 
national origin, or handicap. 

§ 1-10-60. APPLICATION. 

This chapter shall apply to all eligible projects or classifications of expenditures, as further described below, except sole 



source or emergency procurement: whereby Augusta-Richmond County expends or commits the expenditures of $1,000 or 
more for the purchase of equipment, supplies, general services, construction, professional services, or a combination 
thereof. 

§ 1-10-61. POLICY. 

It is the policy of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, other Augusta-Richmond County officials, and employees 
that all necessary and reasonable steps shall be taken to ensure that disadvantaged business enterprises including small 
business enterprises have the maximum opportunity to compete for and participate in all contracts and subcontracts. 
Further, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission has the option to establish incentives to promote business 
opportunities covered by this section. 

§ 1-10-62. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Economic Development Director, with the assistance of the Purchasing Department, under 
the direction of the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, will have the primary responsibility to assure that the 
program is effectively and equitably carried forward by Augusta-Richmond County. Other Augusta-Richmond County 
officials and management personnel are expected to give their full cooperation towards the implementation of the program. 

    (a) Program. Program administration primarily consists of performing vendor certification, education and outreach, and 
program coordination services. Specifically, in order to develop, implement, and maintain the program, the program shall 
consist of: 

        (1) developing certification criteria and procedures, and certifying vendors; 

        (2) establishing and maintaining a directory of certified businesses, as a matter of public record, known to be available 
and capable of supplying the type and quality of equipment, supplies, general services, construction, and professional 
services required by Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (3) regularly seeking out and certifying new DBEs to bid on Augusta-Richmond County purchases. Notifying vendors 
of their certification status and advising non-certified parties of their right to appeal which shall be filed with Augusta-
Richmond County within seven (7) days of receipt of such notice; 

        (4) Developing annual forecasts and periodically updating same based on a review of anticipated purchases and 
applicable DBEs; 

        (5) Monitoring and reporting on legislative and judicial actions affection disadvantaged and female business enterprise 
programs; 

        (6) Reviewing specifications and bid documents with the Purchasing Department to ensure openness and 
competitiveness; 

        (7) Establishing mechanisms to assist DBEs in meeting County insurance and bond requirements; 

        (8) Routinely providing supplementary notice to DBEs regarding pending bids or upcoming projects; 



        (9) Reviewing bids with the Purchasing Department staff to determine and document the extent of DBE participation, 
either as prime or subcontractor; 

        (10) Arranging and/or participating in special meetings with DBEs regarding bid requirements and contract 
performance; 

        (11) Providing technical assistance, conducting seminars, visiting vendors, and performing other outreach services to 
encourage and increase participation in Augusta-Richmond County's bidding process; 

        (12) Exploring and developing other means of expanding the program, and attracting and increasing DBE 
participation including joint efforts with other governmental agencies and authorities; and 

        (13) Preparing and presenting a performance report annually which shall be kept current on a monthly basis. 

    (b) Purchasing department duties. 

        (1) If known and certified, at least one of the three (3) vendors contacted to quote on informal bids and quotations 
shall be a DBE; 

        (2) Notify all known and certified DBEs of formal bid opportunities through direct solicitation and public 
advertisement (minority and majority newspapers); 

        (3) Adjust or waive bonding and insurance requirements when possible; 

        (4) Work with project managers or using agencies to divide larger projects, when economically and managerially 
feasible, in order to create more opportunities for DBEs; 

        (5) Provide data and support and coordinate with technical assistance and outreach efforts as necessary and 
appropriate; 

        (6) Develop and utilize specifications that are open and competitive; 

        (7) Maintain special source lists of DBEs detailing the products and services offered; 

        (8) Arrange for progress payments and provide letters of contract award. The Purchasing Director, in consultation with 
the Using Agency and the Finance Directors, may make special provisions for progress payments as deemed reasonable to 
assist DBEs to carry out the terms of a contract. When a DBE receives a contract with Augusta-Richmond County, the 
Purchasing Director may furnish a letter, upon request, stating the dollar value and duration therefor and other information 
about the contract, which may be used by the DBE in negotiating lines of credit with lending institutions; and 

        (9) Include language in all formal bid documents requiring contractors to utilize D&FBEs to the maximum extent 
possible and economically feasible, as partners or subcontractors for service delivery or as suppliers of various goods 
required in the performance of the contract. 

        (10) Insure compliance with the Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of Augusta-Richmond County adopted on 
December 1, 1987. 



 

 

ARTICLE 8 

 

SUSPENSION OR DEBARMENT OF BIDDER OR PROPOSER 

§ 1-10-63. AUTHORITY TO SUSPEND OR DEBAR FROM QUALIFIED BIDDER/PROPOSER LIST. 

After reasonable notice to the person involved and reasonable opportunity for that person to be heard, the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission is authorized to suspend or debar a person for cause from consideration for award of 
contracts. The suspension may be for a period of not more than three months. The debarment shall be for a period of not 
more than three years. The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator is authorized to suspend a person from consideration 
for award of contracts if there is any activity which might lead to debarment. The Administrator's suspension shall be for a 
period not to exceed 30 days. 

§ 1-10-64. CAUSES FOR SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT. 

The causes for suspension or debarment may include, but are not limited to: 

    (a) conviction for the commission of a criminal offense as an incident to obtaining or attempting to obtain any public or 
private contract or subcontract, or in the performance of such contract or subcontract; 

    (b) conviction under state or federal statutes of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, indicating a lack of business 
integrity or business honesty; 

    (c) conviction under state or federal antitrust statutes arising out of the submission of any bids or proposals; 

    (d) violation of prior Richmond County contract provisions, as set forth below, of a character which is regarded by 
Augusta-Richmond County to be so serious as to justify suspension or debarment action, such as: 

        (1) deliberate failure without good cause to perform in accordance with the specifications or within the time limit 
provided in any prior Richmond County contract; or a recent record of failure to perform or of unsatisfactory performance 
in accordance with the terms of one or more Richmond County contracts, provided that failure to perform or unsatisfactory 
performance caused by acts beyond the control of the contractor shall not be considered to be basis for debarment; 

    (e) any other cause determined to be so serious and compelling that would materially affect or has materially affected the 
responsibility of a contractor in the performance of his duties under any contract, including debarment by another 
governmental entity for any cause listed in this chapter; and 

    (f) for violation of any ethical standards set forth in Article 2 (Ethics in Public Contracting) of this chapter. 



§ 1-10-65. DECISION TO SUSPEND OR DEBAR. 

Any decision to suspend or debar a person may be made by the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or to recommend 
suspension or debarment to the Commission shall be in writing and shall state the reasons for the action or recommended 
action and inform the suspended person of their rights to an administrative appeal to the Commission. Any decision by the 
Commission to suspend or debar any person from the procurement process shall be on the record and in writing and shall 
state the reasons for the action taken. 

§ 1-10-66. NOTICE OF DECISION. 

A copy of the written decision required by § 1-10-65 (Decision to Suspend or Debar) shall be mailed by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, to the suspended or debarred person. 

 

ARTICLE 9 

 

APPEALS AND REMEDIES 

§ 1-10-67. PROCUREMENT PROTESTS. 

    (a) Right to protest. Any actual or prospective bidder, offeror, or contractor who is aggrieved in connection with the 
solicitation or award of a contract may protest to Augusta-Richmond County. Protestors shall seek resolution of their 
complaints initially with the Purchasing Director. All protests must be submitted in writing to the Purchasing Director. 

    (b) Protests concerning invitations to bid. A protest with respect to an invitation for bids or request for proposals shall be 
submitted in writing prior to the opening of bids or the closing date of proposals. If not done by that time, the complaint or 
protest is lost. 

    (c) Stay of procurement during protests. In the event of a timely protest under subsection (b) of this Section, the 
Purchasing Director shall not proceed further with the solicitation or award of the contract until all administrative remedies 
have been exhausted or until the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Commission makes a determination on the 
record that the award of the contract without delay is necessary to protect the interests of Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-10-68. CONTRACT CLAIMS. 

    (a) Decision of the county administrator. All claims by a contractor against Augusta-Richmond County relating to a 
contract shall be submitted in writing to the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator through the officially designated 
Augusta-Richmond County Project Manager for a decision. The contractor may request a conference on the claims. Claims 
include, without limitation, disputes arising under a contract, and those based upon breach of contract, mistake, 
misrepresentation, or other cause for contract modification or rescission. 

§ 1-10-69. AUTHORITY OF THE AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO SETTLE BID 
PROTESTS AND CONTRACT CLAIMS. 



The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator is authorized to settle any protest regarding the solicitation or award of a 
County contract, or any claim arising out of the performance of an Augusta-Richmond County contract, prior to an appeal 
to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

§ 1-10-70. COUNTY'S RIGHT TO AMEND BID SOLICITATIONS OR AWARDS THAT ARE IN VIOLATION 
OF LAW. 

    (a) Prior to bid opening or closing date for receipt of proposals. If prior to the bid opening or the closing date for receipt 
of proposals, the Purchasing Director, after consultation with the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, and the 
Augusta-Richmond County Attorney, determines that a solicitation is in violation of federal, state, or local law or 
ordinance, then the solicitation shall be canceled or revised to comply with applicable laws. 

    (b) Prior to award. If after bid opening or the closing date for receipt of proposals, the Purchasing Director, after 
consultation with the Administrator or his designee, and the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney determine that a 
solicitation or proposed award is in violation of federal, state or municipal law, then the solicitation or proposed award shall 
be canceled. 

    (c) After award. If, after an award, the Purchasing Director, after consultation with the Administrator and the Augusta-
Richmond County Attorney determines that a solicitation or award of a contract was in violation of applicable law, then the 
contract shall be revised to comply with applicable law. If Augusta-Richmond County is unable to revise the contract to 
comply therewith, the contract shall be terminated and declared null and void by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission. 

 

ARTICLE 10 

 

TYPES OF CONTRACTS 

§ 1-10-71. AUTHORITY TO APPROVE, SIGN AND EXECUTE CONTRACTS BY TYPE. 

    (a) Generally. The following section establishes five (5) types of purchases: (1) major purchases, (2) standard purchases, 
(3) small purchase, (4) using agency purchase, and (5) emergency purchases. 

Each type of purchase has its parameters involving: (1) value of purchase, (2) level of approval required within the 
organization for the purchase, (3) level of budget authorization given for the purchase, (4) level of authority required for the 
source selection process, and (5) person within the organization charged with the responsibility to sign the purchase 
contract document. 

    (b) Major purchase contracts. Capital equipment, construction and all services purchase contracts with a value of 
$10,000 or more must have: 

        (1) specific project concept approval by the Commission; 



        (2) specific budget approval (listed in budget) or special funding authorization by the Commission; 

        (3) Commission approval of the source selection method and award of contract; and 

        (4) contract to be signed by the Mayor. 

    (c) Standard purchase contracts. Goods and services purchase contracts with a value less than $10,000 but more than 
$1,500 must have: 

        (1) General project concept approval by the Commission and/or Augusta-Richmond County Administrator; 

        (2) General budget approval (e.g. could be unspecified within a larger account) by the Commission and specific 
budget approval of the Administrator, or special funding authorization by Commission or the Administrator (if transfer of 
funds is necessary and general project concept not approved previously by the Commission); 

        (3) Administrator approval of source selection method and award of contract; and 

        (4) Contract to be signed by the Mayor. 

    (d) Small purchase contracts. Small purchases of less than $1,500 but more than $100 must have: 

        (1) General project concept approval by the Commission or Augusta-Richmond County Administrator; 

        (2) General budget approval by the Commission (e.g. could be specified within a larger account) and specific budget 
approval of using agency head as designee of the Administrator, or special funding authorization by the Administrator 
(when transfer of funds is necessary and general project concept not previously approved by the Commission or 
Administrator); 

        (3) Using agency head approval of source selection method and Administrator award of contract; and 

        (4) Small purchase orders to be signed by the Purchasing Director or designee. 

    (e) Using agency purchase contracts. Using agency purchases (as defined elsewhere) of less than $100 must have: 

        (1) Specific project concept approval by the Commission; 

        (2) General budget approval by the Commission (e.g. could be specified within a larger account) and specific budget 
approval of using agency head as designee of the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator; 

        (3) Using agency head approval of the source selection method and award of contract; and 

        (4) Purchase order to be signed by the Purchasing Director. 

    (f) Emergency purchase contracts. Emergency purchases (as defined elsewhere) regardless of the amount of the 



purchase must have: 

        (1) Specific project concept approval by the Commission; 

        (2) General budget approval by the Commission (e.g. could be unspecified within a larger account) and specific 
budget approval of the using agency head as the Administrator's designee; 

        (3) Using agency head approval of the source selection method and award of contract if during non-standard working 
hours, or by the Administrator during normal working hours; and 

        (4) Contract/small purchase order to be signed by the Administrator, using agency head, or Mayor based on the value 
of the purchase. 

 

ARTICLE 11 

 

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING 

§ 1-10-72. DEFINITIONS. 

    (a) Cooperative procurement. Procurement conducted by, or on behalf of, more than one public procurement unit. 

    (b) Public procurement unit. The United States Government, any department, agency or division thereof, any county, 
city, town, and any subdivision of the State of Georgia or public agency of any such subdivision, public authority, 
educational, health, or other institution, any other non-profit entity which expends public funds for procurement or 
supplies, services, or construction. 

§ 1-10-73. COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT. 

Cooperative purchasing may be agreed to between Augusta-Richmond County and other public procurement units. Written 
agreements are encouraged so as to clearly document the requirements and any special conditions of purchase should a 
public solicitation be utilized. 

§ 1-10-74. SALE, ACQUISITION, OR USE OF SUPPLIES. 

Augusta-Richmond County may sell to, acquire from, or use any supplies belonging to another public procurement unit 
independent of the requirements of Article 6 (Procurement Source Selection Methods and Contract Awards) and Article 13 
(Supplies and Fixed Assets Management Programs). 

§ 1-10-75. COOPERATIVE USE OF SUPPLIES OR SERVICES. 

Augusta-Richmond County may enter into an agreement with any public procurement unit for the cooperative use of 



supplies or services under the terms agreed upon between the parties. 

§ 1-10-76. JOINT USE OF FACILITIES. 

Augusta-Richmond County may enter into agreements for the common or joint use or lease of warehousing facilities, 
capital equipment, and other facilities with any public procurement unit under the terms agreed upon between the parties. 

§ 1-10-77. USE OF STATE CONTRACTS. 

Augusta-Richmond County may procure supplies, services or construction items through contracts established by the 
Purchasing Division of the State of Georgia where such contracts and contractors substantially meet the requirements of the 
Augusta-Richmond County Code and this chapter governing procurement procedures. 

§ 1-10-78. PURCHASE OF SURPLUS AND EXCESS PROPERTY. 

Augusta-Richmond County may purchase surplus and excess personal and real property from the United States 
Government or any other public procurement unit upon verification of need, fund availability, and approval by the 
appropriate level of authority within Augusta-Richmond County as detailed in Article 10, § 1-10-1001 of this chapter.

§ 1-10-79. WAIVER. 

Any use of cooperative purchasing as described above is independent of the requirements for source selection and contract 
award as described in Article 6 of this chapter. 

 

ARTICLE 12 

 

CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT 

§ 1-10-80. PURPOSE. 

A contract administration system, designed to insure that a contractor is performing in accordance with the solicitation 
under which the contract was awarded, shall be maintained by the Purchasing Director with assistance from the using 
agency. Effective administration therefore includes the development of concise and competitive specifications, well 
developed terms and conditions of contract, and prompt, efficient day-to-day administration. Contract administration 
generally shall be the responsibility of the using agency requesting the commodity, general or construction service, except 
that certain specialized contracts may be administered by selected trade professionals, e.g., architects, engineers, 
construction managers, etc. 

§ 1-10-81. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY CONTRACTS AND CONTRACT CLAUSES. 

        (a) Use of model (standard) contracts and clauses. The Purchasing Director, after consultation with the Augusta-



Richmond County Administrator, using agency head, and Augusta-Richmond County Attorney, may establish standard 
contract clauses for use in County contracts for various commodities, services and construction products. Such contracts 
shall include provisions necessary to clearly define the responsibilities and rights of the parties to the contract. 

    (b) Provisions of Augusta-Richmond County contracts. Whether designed as a model or standard contract provision or 
specifically tailored for a particular contract, all Augusta-Richmond County contracts should include provisions for: 

        (1) the unilateral right of Augusta-Richmond County to order in writing a temporary stopping of work, or scope, of the 
contract; 

        (2) the unilateral right of Augusta-Richmond County to order in writing a temporary stopping of the work, or delaying 
performance that does not alter the scope, of the contract; 

        (3) variations, occurring between estimated quantities of work in contract and actual quantities; 

        (4) defective pricing; 

        (5) liquidated damages; 

        (6) specified excuses for delay or non-performance; 

        (7) termination of the contract for default; 

        (8) termination of the contract in whole or in part for the convenience of Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (9) payment procedures; 

        (10) hold harmless provisions; 

        (11) prohibition against contingent fees; 

        (12) suspension of work on a construction project ordered by Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (13) site conditions differing from those indicated in the contract, or ordinarily encountered, except that a differing site 
conditions clause need not be included in a contract: 

            a. when the contract is negotiated, 

            b. when the contractor provides the site or design, or

            c. when the parties have otherwise agreed with respect to the risk of differing site conditions, and 

        (14) insurance requirements. 

        (15) contractor’s consent to venue in the Superior Court of Richmond County, Georgia; and 



        (16) provision that contract supersedes any and all provisions of the Georgia Prompt Pay Act. 

§ 1-10-82. CONTRACT MODIFICATION. 

Every modification to a contract with Augusta-Richmond County, which has not been previously approved by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, shall be subject to prior approval by the Commission. A contract modification does not 
require Commission action if a contingency amount has been approved and the contract modification is within that amount 
and provided the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator has been contractually or otherwise specifically designated by 
the Commission for such purpose. 

In instances where the purchasing Director, architect/engineer, or project manager, with the approval of the using agency 
head, and Administrator, determine that the contract modification or change order cannot be delayed without substantial 
delay and cost to Augusta-Richmond County and funds are available and the appropriate budget transfer is made, the 
Administrator may authorize the appropriate action. 

§ 1-10-83. BID SECURITY AND PERFORMANCE BONDS. 

    (a) Requirement for bid security. Bid security shall be required for all competitive sealed bids for construction contracts 
when the price is estimated by the Purchasing Director to exceed $40,000. Bid security shall be a bid bond provided by a 
surety company authorized to do business in the State of Georgia, or the equivalent in a cashier's or certified check made 
payable to Augusta-Richmond County. Nothing herein shall prevent the requirement of such bonds on construction 
contracts under $40,000 when the circumstances warrant. 

    (b) Amount of bid security. Bid security shall be in an amount equal to at least 10% of the amount of the bid. Except for 
the three (3) lowest bidders, unsuccessful bidders shall be entitled to the return of the bid security. Upon failure of a 
successful bidder to enter into a contract within an established time frame after Augusta-Richmond County tenders the 
proposed contract, the bidder shall forfeit the bid security. Upon approval of the contract by the Commission, the remaining 
bid securities shall be returned. 

    (c) Rejection of sealed bids for noncompliance with bid security and authority. If required, and the bid security is not 
included with the bid, the Purchasing Director shall recommend to the Commission that the bid be rejected. 

    (d) Withdrawal of bids. If a bidder is permitted to withdrawn its bid before award as provided in § 1-10-42 (g) (Sealed 
Bidding; Correction or Withdrawal of Bids) no action shall be taken against the bidder or the bid security. (Bidder entitled 
to return of bid security). 

§ 1-10-84. CONTRACT PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS. 

    (a) When required--amounts. When a construction contract is awarded in excess of $40,000, the following bonds or 
security shall be delivered to Augusta-Richmond County and shall become binding on the parties upon the execution of the 
contract: 

        (1) A performance bond satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, executed by a surety company authorized to do 
business in the State of Georgia or otherwise secured in a manner satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, in an amount 
equal to 100% of the price specified in the contract; and 



        (2) A payment bond satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, executed by a surety company authorized to do 
business in the State of Georgia or otherwise secured in a manner satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, for the 
protection of all persons supplying labor and material to the contractor or its subcontractors for the performance of the 
work provided for in the contract. The bond shall be in an amount equal to 100% of the price specified in the contract. 

    (b) Reduction of bond amounts. Prior to the taking of bids, the Purchasing Director and architect/engineer or project 
manager, upon approval of the Administrator, may reduce the amount of performance and payment bonds when a written 
determination is made that it is in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County to do so, provided Georgia law does not 
mandate the amount of such bond. 

    (c) Authority to require additional bonds. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to limit the authority of Augusta-
Richmond County to require other security in addition to those bonds if warranted by the circumstances and other than 
specified in Subsection (1) of this Section. 

§ 1-10-85. BOND FORMS AND COPIES. 

The form of payment and performance bonds and other required bonds shall be prescribed by the Augusta-Richmond 
County Attorney. 

Any person may request and obtain from Augusta-Richmond County a certified copy of a bond upon payment of the cost 
of reproduction of the bond and postage, if any. A certified copy of a bond shall be prima facie evidence of the contents, 
execution, and delivery of the original. 

§ 1-10-86. RETAINAGE. 

    (a) Maximum amount to be withheld. In any contract or subcontract for construction which provides for progress 
payments in installments based upon an estimated percentage of completion with a percentage of the contract's proceeds to 
be retained by Augusta-Richmond County pending completion of the contract or subcontract, the retained amount of each 
progress payment or installment shall be no more than ten percent (10%). The retainage may be reduced to five percent 
(5%) after fifty percent (50%) of the work is complete if Augusta-Richmond County desires. 

    (b) When used. Retainage may be applied to any construction contract, regardless of the dollar amount. Its use shall be so 
decided prior to release of the project for bid. Its use is recommended on projects of less than $20,000 value when the 
bonds have been waived. 

    (c) Release of retainage. Funds held by Augusta-Richmond County as retainage under the contract shall be released 
upon completion and acceptance of work except as described herein. 

    (d) No interest on retainage. No interest shall be due to any contractor on any sum held as retainage pursuant to any 
construction contract. 

§ 1-10-87. WAGE AND REQUIREMENTS FOR FEDERALLY FUNDED PROJECTS. 

When a project has federal funds, the prevailing wages paid shall correspond as nearly as practicable to those prescribed in 
the Federal Davis Bacon Act when required. The wage scale shall be posted by the contractor in a prominent and easily 
accessible place at the site of work in accordance with Federal Government requirements. 



§ 1-10-88. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTING SYSTEM. 

Except with respect to firm fixed-price contracts, no contract type shall be used unless it has been determined in writing by 
Augusta-Richmond County that: 

    (a) the proposed contractor's accounting system will permit timely development of all necessary cost data in the form 
required by the specific contract type completed; and 

    (b) the proposed contractor's accounting system is adequate to allocate costs in accordance with generally accepted cost 
accounting principles. 

§ 1-10-89. CONTRACTUAL PROVISIONS FOR WORKSITE INSPECTIONS. 

All contracts shall provide that Augusta-Richmond County may, at reasonable times, inspect the part of the plant, place of 
business, or work site of a contractor or subcontractor or subunit thereof which is pertinent to the performance of any 
contract awarded or to be awarded by Augusta-Richmond County. 

§ 1-10-90. CONTRACTUAL PROVISIONS FOR AUDITING RECORDS. 

    (a) Audit of costs or pricing data. All contracts shall provide that Augusta-Richmond County may at reasonable times 
and places, audit the books and records of any contractor who has submitted cost or pricing data pursuant to § 1-10-502 
(Cost or Pricing Data) to the extent that such books, documents, papers, and records are pertinent to such cost or pricing 
data. Any person who received a contract, change order, or contract modification for which cost or pricing data is required, 
shall maintain such books, documents, papers, and records that are pertinent to such cost or pricing data for three years 
from the date of final payment under the contract. 

    (b) Contract audit. All contracts shall provide that Augusta-Richmond County shall be entitled to audit the books and 
records of a contractor or subcontractor at any time under any negotiated contract or subcontract other than a firm fixed-
price contract to the extent that such books, documents, papers, and records are pertinent to the performance of such 
contract or subcontract. Such books and records shall be maintained by the contractor for a period of three years from the 
date of final payment under the prime contract and by the subcontractor for a period of three years from the date of final 
payment under the subcontract. 

§ 1-10-91. REPORTING OF ANTI-COMPETITIVE PRACTICES TO STATE. 

When for any reason collusion or other anti-competitive practices are suspected among any bidders or offerors, a notice of 
the relevant facts shall be transmitted to the State Attorney General by the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney. 

 

ARTICLE 13 

 

SUPPLIES AND FIXED ASSETS MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 



§ 1-10-92. SURPLUS SUPPLIES. 

    (a) Supplies. Goods, equipment, material and other personal property owned by Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (b) Surplus supplies. Any goods, equipment, materials and personal property no longer having any use to Augusta-
Richmond County as determined by official action of the Commission. 

    (c) Generally, salvageable surplus supplies are divided into categories as described below: 

        (1) Scrap. Any ferrous supplies that can be used for remelting to produce iron, steel, or its alloys. 

        (2) Waste. All non-metallic refuse which has market value, e.g. paper. 

        (3) Worn or damaged. Either scrap or waste supplies that may be sold or used as trade-in. 

        (4) Obsolete and surplus. Any supplies that are of no use by Augusta-Richmond County. 

        (5) Excess. Any supply that does not have a useful purpose for a particular department or agency. The supply may 
have value, within other departments or Augusta-Richmond County agencies and may be transferred. 

(Nothing herein refers to the sale, lease or disposal of real property.) 

§ 1-10-93. FIXED ASSET MANAGEMENT. 

The Fixed Assets Management function in Augusta-Richmond County was implemented for the purpose of surveying and 
documenting all County owned personal assets, performing regular audits of County assets, centralizing the administration 
and control of excess supplies and determining whether excess supplies are suitable for other uses prior to disposition and 
prior to procuring new items of similar quality and functionality. Also, the Purchasing Director shall regularly check with 
agencies regarding the use and availability of excess or potentially surplus items. 

With respect to surplus supplies, all using agencies shall submit to the Purchasing Director, at such times and in such forms 
as prescribed, reports showing stocks of all supplies which are no longer used or which have become obsolete, worn out or 
scrapped. The Fixed Assets Manager shall determine whether the item (s) can be relocated for further use by other 
departments or agencies prior to disposition. If the item (s) has no further use to Augusta-Richmond County, the 
Purchasing Director shall prepare a report to the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator advising that office of the item 
(s) available for disposition. 

§ 1-10-94. SUPPLIES MANAGEMENT. 

       (a) Responsibility. The Purchasing Director has responsibility for the sale, lease, or disposal of surplus supplies. No 
employee or official of Augusta-Richmond County nor their agent shall be entitled to purchase such supplies. 

        (1) The Purchasing Director is responsible for the sale, or disposal of supplies via means described below; except that 
it shall first be determined that the item (s) has no further use by Augusta-Richmond County. 



        (2) The Purchasing Director shall handle the procurement of auction facilities and professional auction services, and 
the advertisement process, or coordinate the sealed bidding process. 

        (3) The Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall authorize the sale, lease, or disposal of surplus supply items 
when necessary and appropriate. 

    (b) Surplus supplies--how disposed. 

        (1) Auction or sealed bids. 

        (2) Transfer to other using agency or public entity. 

        (3) Trade-in on new supplies or equipment. 

    (c) Award. Award shall be made in accordance with the invitation for bids or public outcry to the highest bidder if the 
price is reasonable and acceptable to Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (d) Payment. U.S. currency, U.S. Postal Money Orders, local personal checks, certified checks, or cashier's checks are 
acceptable methods of payment. 

§ 1-10-95. SEVERABILITY. 

Should any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, or provision of this Chapter be adjudged invalid or held 
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of this Chapter as a 
whole or any part or provisions thereof, other than the part so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional. 

 

 

 



§ 1-1-1. HOW CODE DESIGNATED AND CITED.

The ordinances and resolutions embraced in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be designated the 
Code of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia, and may be so cited. 



§ 1-1-2. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 

In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances and resolutions, the following rules shall be observed, unless such 
construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission: 

    (a) Augusta. The term Augusta shall mean the consolidated government of the former City Council of Augusta and 
Richmond County. 

    (b) Augusta-Richmond County. The term Augusta-Richmond County shall mean the same as Richmond County, Georgia 
and Augusta, Georgia. 

    (c) Board of health. The term board of health shall mean the county board of health or the county department of health, 
whichever the context requires. 

    (d) Canal. The term canal shall mean the canal of the Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (e) City of Augusta. The term City of Augusta shall mean the former municipality whose charter was abolished by the 
Consolidation Act. 

    (f) Code. The term code shall mean the Code of Augusta-Richmond County as adopted and as hereafter amended. 

    (g) Commissioners. Members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission representing the ten (10) Commission 
Districts. 

    (h) Commission. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

    (i) Committee. The term committee shall mean committee of Commission. 

    (j) Computation of time. Unless otherwise specifically provided, the time within which an act is required by law to be 
done shall be computed by excluding the first day and including the last; except that the last day shall be excluded if it be 
Sunday or a holiday. 

    (k) Consolidation Act. The term Consolidation Act shall mean the Act consolidating the City of Augusta and Richmond 
County as found in 1995 Ga. Laws p. 3648, as amended. 

    (l) County. The words the county or this county shall mean Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (m) Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to females and to firms, 
partnerships and corporations as well as to males. 

    (n) Joint authority. All words giving a joint authority to three (3) or more persons or officers shall be construed as 
giving such authority to a majority of such persons or officers. 

    (o) Keeper, proprietor. Persons, firms, associations, corporations, clubs and copartnership, whether acting by 
themselves or as a servant, agent or employee. 



    (p) Land, real estate. Rights and easements of incorporeal nature. 

    (q) Mayor. The term Mayor shall mean the Mayor of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (r) Month. A calendar month. 

    (s) Municipal officer. The term municipal officer shall mean any municipal officer of the Augusta-Richmond County, 
Georgia. 

    (t) Municipal property, work, structure, enterprise or activity. The terms municipal property, work, structure, enterprise 
or activity shall mean the property, work, structure, enterprise or activity of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (u) Number. A word importing the singular number only may extend and be applied to several persons and things as 
well as to one (1) person and thing. 

    (v) Oath. The word oath shall include an affirmation in all cases in which by law an affirmation may be substituted for 
an oath, and in such cases the words swear and sworn shall be equivalent to the words affirm and affirmed. 

    (w) Or, and. The word or may be read and, and the word and may be read or if the sense requires it. 

    (x) Owner. When applied to a building or land, any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership or 
joint tenant of the whole or of a part of such building or land. 

    (y) Person. The word person shall extend and be applied to associations, societies, clubs, firms, partnerships and bodies 
politic and corporate as well as to individuals. 

    (z) Personal property. Every species of property except real property. 

    (aa) Preceding, following. The words preceding and following mean next before and next after, respectively. 

    (bb) Property. Real and personal property. 

    (cc) Public place. Any place where the public is invited to go or congregate. 

    (dd) Real property. Lands, tenements and hereditaments. 

    (ee) River. The term river shall mean the Savannah River. 

    (ff) Riverwalk. The term Riverwalk as used herein is defined as that portion of the Augusta Levee located between 5th 
Street and 13th Street, including any property between said portion of said Levee and the Savannah River, together with 
that portion of 8th Street between Reynolds Street and said Levee. 

    (gg) Section. The term section shall mean section of this Code. 



    (hh) Sidewalk. Any portion of a street between the curb line and the adjacent property line, intended for the use of 
pedestrians, excluding parkways. 

    (ii) Signature, subscription. The word signature or subscription includes a mark when the person cannot write. 

    (jj) State. The State of Georgia. 

    (kk) Street. Streets, avenues, boulevards, roads and all other public highways in Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (ll) Suburban Services District. The term Suburban Services District shall mean the area of Richmond County 
coterminous with the area of Richmond County which was not within the corporate limits of the City of Augusta as said 
corporate limits existed on December 31, 1995. 

    (mm) Tenant, occupant. When applied to a building or land, any person holding a written or oral lease of, or who 
occupies, the whole or a part of such building or land, either along or with others. 

    (nn) Time. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and present. 

    (oo) Urban Services District. The term Urban Services District shall mean that area of Richmond County coterminous 
with the corporate limits of the former City of Augusta as said corporate limits existed as of December 31, 1995. 

    (pp) Waterworks. The term waterworks shall mean the waterworks of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (qq) Written, in writing. Any representation of words, letters or figures, whether by printing or otherwise. 

    (rr) Year. A calendar year. 



§ 1-1-3. CATCHLINES OF SECTIONS. 

The catchlines of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the 
contents of the sections and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of such sections nor as any part of such sections, nor, 
unless expressly so provided, shall be so deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or 
reenacted. 



§ 1-1-4. SEVERABILITY OF PARTS OF CODE. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Commission that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of 
this Code are severable; and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code, 
since the same would have been enacted by the Commission without incorporation in this Code of any such 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section. 



§ 1-1-5. EFFECT OF REPEAL OF ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION. 

    (a) The repeal of an ordinance or resolution shall not revive any ordinances or resolutions in force before or at the time 
the ordinance or resolution repealed took effect. 

    (b) The repeal of an ordinance or resolution shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal took 
effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense committed under the 
ordinance or resolution repealed. 



§ 1-1-6. PROVISIONS CONSIDERED AS CONTINUATIONS OF EXISTING ORDINANCES AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same as those ordinances and resolutions existing at the time 
of the effective date of this Code, shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new enactments. 



§ 1-1-7. ALTERING CODE. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to change or amend by additions or deletions, any part or portion of this Code, or to 
insert or delete pages, or portions thereof,, or to alter or tamper with such Code in any manner whatsoever except by 
ordinance or resolution or other official act of the Commission, which will cause the law of Augusta-Richmond County to 
be misrepresented thereby. 



§ 1-1-8. GENERAL PENALTY; CONTINUING VIOLATIONS; ENFORCEMENT. 

    (a) Whenever in this Code or in any ordinance or resolution of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission any act is 
prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense of a misdemeanor, or whenever in such Code, ordinance or 
resolution the doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful, where no specific penalty 
is provided therefor, the violation of any such provision of this Code or any ordinance or resolution shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1000.00) or by imprisonment in jail or any public works camp which may be 
established not exceeding sixty (60) days or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each day any violation of any provision 
of this Code or of any ordinance or resolution shall continue a separate offense. 

    (b) All ordinances of the Commission shall be enforced in the Municipal Court of Augusta-Richmond County, the State 
Court of Richmond County, or the Magistrate Court of Richmond County, Georgia. 



§ 1-1-9. AMENDMENTS TO CODE; EFFECT OF NEW ORDINANCES. 

    (a) All ordinances and resolutions passed subsequent to the passage of the ordinances originally included in this Code 
which amend, repeal or in any way affect this Code may be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of this 
Code and printed for inclusion herein. In the case of repealed chapters, sections and subsections or any part thereof, by 
subsequent ordinances, such repealed portions may be excluded from the Code by omission from reprinted pages affected 
thereby. The subsequent ordinances as numbered and printed, or omitted in the case of repeal, shall be prima facie 
evidence of such subsequent ordinances until such time that this Code and subsequent ordinances numbered or omitted are 
readopted as a new code by the Commission. 

    (b) All sections, articles, chapters or provisions desired to be repealed shall be specifically repealed by section, article or 
chapter number, as the case may be. 

    (c) The enactment of an ordinance, in the absence of language to the contrary, shall not repeal any ordinance theretofore 
passed dealing with the same matter, except where in direct conflict therewith. 



§ 1-1-10. CERTAIN ORDINANCES NOT AFFECTED BY CODE. 

Nothing in this Code, or the ordinance adopting this Code, shall be construed to repeal or otherwise affect the validity of 
any of the following: 

    (a) Any offense or act committed or done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any contact or right established or 
accruing before the effective date of this Code; 

    (b) Any ordinance or resolution promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the City Council of Augusta, 
Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, or the consolidated government, or authorizing the issuance of any bonds 
of the City Council of Augusta, Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, or the consolidated government, or any 
evidence of the consolidated government's indebtedness, or any contract or obligation assumed by the consolidated 
government; 

    (c) Any ordinance or resolution fixing salaries of officers or employees of the consolidated government; 

    (d) Any appropriation ordinance or resolution; 

    (e) Any right or franchise granted by the City Council of Augusta, Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, or the 
consolidated government to any person; 

    (f) Any ordinance or resolution dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, paving, closing, 
abandoning, widening, vacating, etc., any street or public way in Augusta-Richmond County; 

    (g) Any ordinance or resolution establishing and prescribing the street grades of any streets in Augusta-Richmond 
County; 

    (h) Any ordinance or resolution providing for local improvements or assessing taxes therefor; 

    (i) Any ordinance or resolution dedicating or accepting any plat or subdivision in the consolidated government or 
providing regulations therefor; 

    (j) Any ordinance zoning or rezoning property in Augusta-Richmond County; 

    (k) Any ordinance or resolution prescribing traffic regulations for specific locations, parking limitations, parking 
prohibitions, one-way traffic, or limitations on loads of vehicles or loading zones, not inconsistent with this Code; 

    (l) Any temporary or special ordinance; 

and all such ordinances are hereby recognized as continuing in full force and effect to the same extent as if set out at length 
herein. 



§ 1-1-11. CODE OF ETHICS FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

Any person in government service should: 

    (a) Put loyalty to the highest moral principles and to country above loyalty to person, party, or government department. 

    (b) Uphold the Constitution, laws, and legal regulations of the United States and the State of Georgia and of all 
governments therein and never be a party to their evasion. 

    (c) Give a full day's labor for a full day's pay and give to the performance of his duties his earnest effort and best 
thought. 

    (d) Seek to find and employ more efficient and economical ways of accomplishing tasks. 

    (e) Never discriminate unfairly by the dispensing of special favors or privileges to anyone, whether for remuneration or 
not, and never accept, for himself or his family, favors or benefits under circumstances which might be construed by 
reasonable persons as influencing the performance of his governmental duties. 

    (f) Make no private promises of any kind binding upon the duties of office, since a government employee has no private 
word which can be binding on public duty. 

    (g) Engage in no business with the government, either directly or indirectly, which is inconsistent with the conscientious 
performance of his governmental duties. 

    (h) Never use any information coming to him confidentially in the performance of governmental duties as a means for 
making private profit. 

    (i) Expose corruption wherever discovered. 

    (j) Uphold these principles, ever conscious that public office is a public trust. (Ga. L. 1968, p. 1369.) 



§ 1-1-12. AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES TO ISSUE CITATIONS. 

Employees of the public works and utilities departments of Augusta, and employees of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Planning and Zoning Commission, and employees serving as license inspectors and code enforcement officers of the 
Augusta License and Inspection Department are hereby authorized to issue citations to any person violating any provision 
of this Code and/or any ordinance of Augusta-Richmond County which relates to drainage or soil erosion and sediment 
control, subdivisions and zoning, water and sewerage, alcohol and business licensing, and private property maintenance 
codes including specifically § 7-2-1, § 7-1-3, § 7-1-16, and § 3-5-134. (Ord. # 6242, January 18, 2000). 



§ 1-1-13. CONTACT WITH EMPLOYEES. 

Except for purposes of inquiry and investigation, including but not limited to constituent requests, members of the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, including the Mayor and Commissioners, shall only deal with the employees of Augusta, 
Georgia, who are below the level of assistant department director, through the administrator, deputy or assistant 
administrator(s), department directors, or assistant directors, and shall not give any order or directions to any such 
employee either public or privately, directly or indirectly. (Ord. # 6343, April 3, 2001.) 



§ 1-1-20. CODE OF ETHICS FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICE--A STATEMENT OF ETHICAL PRINCIPLES 

Any person in government service should: 

Put loyalty to the highest moral principles and to country above loyalty to person, party, or government department. 

Uphold the Constitution, laws, and legal regulations of the United States and the State of Georgia and of all governments 
therein and never be a party to their evasion. 

Give a full day's labor for a full day's pay and give to the performance of his duties his earnest effort and best thought. 

Seek to find and employ more efficient and economical ways of accomplishing tasks. 

Never discriminate unfairly by the dispensing of special favors or privileges to anyone, whether for remuneration or not, 
and never accept, for himself/herself or his/her family, favors or benefits under circumstances which might be construed 
by reasonable persons as influencing the performance of his governmental duties. 

Make no private promises of any kind binding upon the duties of office, since a government employee has no private word 
which can be binding on public duty. 

Engage in no business with the government, either directly or indirectly, which is inconsistent with the conscientious 
performance of his governmental duties. 

Never use any information coming to him confidentially in the performance of governmental duties as a means for making 
private profit. 

Expose corruption wherever discovered. 

Uphold these principles, ever conscious that public office is a public trust. (Ga. L. 1968, p. 1369.) 



§ 1-1-21. PURPOSE 

An ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT POLICY for elected and appointed officials and employees of Augusta is hereby 
established to encourage a commitment of fidelity to the public interest for the people of Augusta. 



§ 1-1-22. PERSONS SUBJECT TO THIS ARTICLE; DEFINITIONS 

The following persons are subject to this Article: 

All employees of Augusta and in any agency created by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, whether elected or 
appointed, including the Mayor and members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

Agency heads who are appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, Mayor or Administrator.

As used in this Article the term: 

"Agency" means any agency, authority, department, board, bureau, commission, council, corporation, entities or 
instrumentality of Augusta, except those headed by an elected official other than the Mayor and any citizens committee, or 
citizens advisory committee, appointed by the Mayor or the Commission 

"Agency head" means the director or executive head of an agency. 

"Commission" means the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

"Employee" means any agency head, and all individuals employed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, 
Augusta, Georgia, or any agency of Augusta. 

"Gift" means food, lodging, transportation, personal services, a gratuity, subscription, membership, trip, loan, extension of 
credit on behalf of an employee or public official, forgiveness of debt of an employee or public official, advance or deposit 
of money for the benefit of an employee or public official, or anything of value, exceeding the value of $100. A "gift" shall 
not include: 

Food or beverage consumed at a single meal or event; or food, beverages, and registration at group events to which all 
members of an agency are invited; or food, beverage, or expenses afforded employees, public officials, relatives, or others 
that are associated with normal and customary business or social functions or activities; 

Legitimate salary, benefits, fees, commissions, or expenses associated with a recipient's nonpublic business, employment, 
trade, or profession; 

An award, plaque, certificate, memento, or similar item given in recognition of the recipient's civic, charitable, political, 
professional, private or public service, or achievement; 

Actual and reasonable expenses for food, beverages, travel, lodging, and registration provided to permit participation in a 
meeting related to official or professional duties, if participation has been approved in writing by the agency head; 

Promotional items generally distributed to the general public; 

A gift from a relative or personal friend of the employee or public official who is neither a lobbyist nor a vendor; or 

Lawful campaign contributions to any elected official or candidate for elected office; and 



Courtesy tickets or free admission extended to an elected official for an event as a courtesy or for ceremonial purposes; 

A commercially reasonable loan made in the ordinary course of business. 

"Lobbyist" shall have the meaning defined in O.C.G.A. Section 21-5-70(6). 

"Person" means an individual, partnership, committee, association, corporation, labor organization, or any other 
organization or group of individuals. 

"Public official" means the Mayor and members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission and all appointed 
members of any agency. 

"Relative" means members of the family or household or relatives (including a person for whom the employee or public 
official has legal responsibility, a parent, step-parent, child, step-child, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother, sister, spouse, 
aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, grandparent, grandchild, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, or persons living in the employee’s or 
public official’s household). 

"Value" means the actual retail price or cost attributable to a gift, less applicable taxes and gratuities, or a reasonable 
estimate based upon customary charges for like goods or services in the locality, prorated among all recipients of each 
single gift, whether or not all recipients are employees. Gifts shall be valued as a single gift. Specific types of gifts shall be 
valued on the following basis: 

Transportation by air or rail, shall be based on the ticket cost or coach-class equivalent value. 

Ground transportation shall be valued on cost or the mileage rate reimbursed by Augusta. 

Entrance fees, admission fees, or other tickets shall be valued at the face value of the ticket or fee, excluding any portion 
attributable to a charitable contribution, if provided by the charitable organization. 

"Vendor" means any person who solicits to sell to or to contract, or who sells or contracts, with Augusta or any 
department, board, bureau, agency, or commission created by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for the 
provision of any goods or services. 

"Charitable organization" shall have the meaning defined in O.C.G.A. Section 45-20-51. 



§ 1-1-23. RULES OF CONDUCT FOR EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS OF AUGUSTA. 

Employees and public officials of Augusta shall perform their official duties in such a manner as to promote the best 
interest of the public. To help ensure the proper performance of their duties, the following Rules of Conduct are adopted. 

    (a) Receipt of Gifts by Employees and Public Officials Prohibited; Reporting; Disposition 

An employee or public official, or any other person on his or her behalf, is prohibited from knowingly accepting and 
retaining, directly or indirectly, a gift from a lobbyist, vendor, or any other person seeking to influence official action. If a 
gift has been accepted, it must be either returned to the donor or transferred to a charitable organization. However, a gift 
may be accepted by an employee or public official on behalf of Augusta, the agency, or the Mayor and Commission. If the 
gift is accepted, the person receiving the gift shall not maintain custody of the gift for any period of time beyond that 
reasonably necessary to arrange for the transfer of custody and ownership of the gift. 

An employee who accepts a gift for an agency or for the Mayor and Commission must file a report, no later than the last 
day of each quarter in which a reportable gift is made. The report shall be filed with the employee's agency head and in the 
case of the Mayor and Commission with the Clerk of the Commission. The report must contain a description of each gift, 
the name and address of the recipient of the gift, and the date such gift is given. The donor shall be notified that the gift 
will be reported, but a single gift need not be reported by more than one employee. 

A public official who accepts a gift for an agency or for the Mayor and Commission must file a report with the Clerk of the 
Commission not later than February 1, 2001, and not later than February 1 of each year thereafter, and shall cover the 
preceding calendar year. The report must contain a description of each gift, the name and address of the donor of the gift, 
and the date such gift is given. The donor shall be notified that the gift will be reported, but a single gift need not be 
reported by more than one employee. 

  (b) Conflict of Interest Prohibited 

        (1) An employee or public official shall not knowingly use his or her position in any manner which will result in the 
receipt of a financial benefit or gift, direct or indirect, to the employee, the employee's relatives, the public official, the 
public official’s relatives, or an individual with whom the employee or public official has a financial interest or a business 
with which the employee or public official has a financial interest. 

These rules shall not be applicable to financial and other benefits derived by an employee or public official that he or she 
would enjoy to an extent no greater than that which other citizens of Georgia would or could enjoy. 

These rules shall not be applicable to financial and other benefits rightfully gained by an employee or public official 
pursuant to the proper performance of his or her official responsibilities. 

These rules shall not be applicable to the exceptions to prohibited transactions set forth in O.C.G.A. Section 45-10-23 and 
45-10-25. 

These rules shall not be applicable to such further exceptions as may be made on a case-by-case basis upon application to 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

        (2) An employee or public official shall not directly or knowingly ask, accept, demand, extract, solicit, seek, or 



assign or receive a financial benefit or gift for himself or herself or for another person in return for being influenced in the 
discharge of his or her official responsibilities. 

        (3) An employee or public official shall not solicit or receive a financial benefit, or a gift other than a financial 
benefit received by the employee or public official for acting in his or her official capacity, for advice or assistance given 
in the course of carrying out the employee's official responsibilities. 

        (4) An employee or public official shall not use or disclose information gained in the course of, or by reason of, his 
or her official responsibilities in a way that would affect a personal financial interest of the employee, an employee's 
relative, the public official, a public official’s relative, or a person with whom, or business with which, the employee or 
public official shares a financial interest. 

        (5) An employee shall not cause the employment, appointment, promotion, transfer, or advancement of a relative to 
an employment position which the employee directly supervises or manages. An employee or public official shall not 
participate in an action relating to the disciplining of a relative. Nothing herein shall be construed to affect Augusta’s 
nepotism policy as contained in its Personnel Policies and Procedures.

  (c) Appearance of Conflict. 

    An employee or public official shall make every reasonable effort to avoid even the appearance of a conflict of interest. 
An appearance of conflict exists when a reasonable person would conclude from the circumstances that the employee's or 
public official’s ability to protect the public interest, or perform public duties, is compromised by personal interests. An 
appearance of conflict could exist even in the absence of a legal conflict of interest. 

    An employee or public official shall refuse himself or herself from participation in any official proceeding in which the 
employee's or public official’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned due to the employee's or public official’s 
personal or financial relationship with any participant in the proceeding, including an owner, shareholder, partner, 
employee, or agent of a business entity involved in the proceeding. If the employee or public official is uncertain whether 
the relationship justifies refusal, then the employee or public official shall disclose the relationship to the person presiding 
over the proceeding. The presiding officer shall determine the extent to which, if any, the employee or public official will 
be permitted to participate. If the presiding officer is the affected employee or public official, he or she shall relinquish the 
chair to a substitute who shall made the determination. 

    (d) Other Rules of Conduct 

    The agency head shall make a due and diligent effort to determine whether he or she has a conflict of interest or 
appearance of conflict before taking any action. 

    The agency head shall continually monitor, evaluate, and manage his or her personal, financial, and professional affairs 
to ensure the absence of conflicts of interests and appearance of conflicts. 

    (e) Augusta shall not pay lodging costs, meal costs, transportation costs, entrance fees, admission fees, or for other 
tickets for anyone other than the employee unless such person has specific approval from the City Administrator or agency 
head, as applicable, for such person to accompany the employee on such trip, nor shall Augusta pay for such expenses for 
anyone representing the Mayor or members of the Commission, without specific approval of the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. 





§ 1-1-24. VIOLATIONS; SANCTIONS--EMPLOYEES. 

Each agency shall make a copy of this Article available to all employees and public officials and shall institute procedures 
for its enforcement consistent with all applicable Georgia laws. Violation of this Article may subject an employee to 
disciplinary action, including termination of employment pursuant to the applicable policies and procedures. The agency 
head of each agency shall be responsible to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for the faithful enforcement of 
this Article, and shall report all alleged violations and their disposition to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 



§ 1-1-25. VIOLATIONS; COMPLAINTS--PUBLIC OFFICIALS. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall be responsible for hearing and deciding any complaints filed against a 
public official regarding alleged violation of Articles 2 and 3 of this Chapter. 



§ 1-1-26. DISCIPLINARY ACTION AGAINST PUBLIC OFFICIAL. 

In addition to any other remedy provided by law, a public official who is subject to the provisions of this article and who is 
found by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission to have violated its provisions may be subject to censure or 
reprimand. (Ord. # 6239, January 18, 2000)



§ 1-1-27. EMPLOYEE OR PUBLIC OFFICIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or public official, as defined in the Augusta-Richmond 
County Code § 1-1-22(c)(8), to transact any business or participate directly or indirectly in a procurement contract when 
the employee or public official knows that: 

    (a) the employee or public official or any member of the employee's or public official's immediate family has a 
substantial interest or financial interest pertaining to the procurement contract, except that the purchase of goods and 
services from businesses which a member of the Commission or other Augusta-Richmond County employee has a 
financial interest is authorized as per O.C.G.A. § 36-1-14, or the procurement contract is awarded pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 
45-10-22 and § 45-10-24, or the transaction is excepted from said restrictions by O.C.G.A. § 45-10-25; 

    (b) any other person, business, or organization with whom the employee or public official or any member of an 
employee's or public official's immediate family is negotiating or has an arrangement concerning prospective employment 
is involved in the procurement contract. 

An employee or public official or any member of an employee's or public official's immediate family who holds a 
substantial interest or financial interest in a disclosed blind trust shall not be deemed to have a conflict of interest with 
regard to matters pertaining to that substantial interest or financial interest. 



§ 1-1-28. GIFTS, REBATES AND KICKBACKS. 

    (a) Gifts. It shall be unethical for any person to offer, give, or agree to give any Augusta-Richmond County employee or 
public official, or for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official to solicit, demand, accept, or agree to accept 
from another person, a gift or gratuity except as provided in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23, or any rebate or an 
offer of employment in connection with any decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, or preparation of any part 
of a program requirement or a purchase request, influencing the content of any specification or procurement standard, 
rendering of advice, investigation, auditing, or in any other advisory capacity in any proceeding or application, request for 
ruling, determination, claim or controversy, or other particular matter, pertaining to any program requirement or a contract 
or subcontract, or to any solicitation or proposal therefor. 

        (1) Kickbacks and rebates. It shall be unethical for any payment, gifts, or offer of employment to be made by or on 
behalf of a subcontractor under a contract to the prime contractor or higher tier subcontractor, or any person associated 
therewith, as an inducement for the award of a subcontract or order. 

        (2) Contract clause. The prohibition against gratuities, rebates and kickbacks prescribed in this Section shall be 
conspicuously set forth in every contract and solicitation therefor. 

        (3) Courtesies. Employees may accept for themselves and members of their families common courtesies usually 
associated with customary business practices so long as they do not violate the provision of the Rules of Conduct set forth 
in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23. 

        (4) Cash. It is never permissible for an Augusta-Richmond County official or employee to accept a gift in cash or 
cash equivalent (e.g. stocks or other forms of marketable securities) of any amount. 



§ 1-1-29. PROHIBITION AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES. 

It shall be unethical for a person to be retained, or to retain a person, to solicit or secure an Augusta-Richmond County 
contract upon any agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except for 
retention of bona fide employees or bona fide established commercial selling agencies for the purpose of securing 
business. 



§ 1-1-30. CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITED. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official who is participating directly or indirectly in 
the procurement process to become, or to be while such an employee or public official, the employee of any person 
contracting with Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-1-31. WAIVER FROM CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITION AND OTHER 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may grant a waiver from the employee conflict of interest provision or the 
contemporaneous employment provision upon making a written determination that: 

    (a) the contemporaneous employment or financial interest of the employee has been publicly disclosed; 

    (b) the employee will be able to perform his/her procurement functions without actual or apparent bias or favoritism; 
and 

    (c) the award will be in the best interests of Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-1-32. USE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or public official knowingly to use confidential 
information for actual or anticipated personal gain, or for the actual or anticipated personal gain of any other person. 



§ 1-1-33. INSIDE INFORMATION. 

No Augusta-Richmond County public official or employee shall: 

    (a) Give or release without proper authority to anyone not employed by Augusta-Richmond County or to another 
employee or public official who has no need for the information, data or information of a confidential or proprietary 
nature, such as a tax sale obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service. 

    (b) Use non-public information obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service, including 
information about customers or suppliers, for the personal profit of that employee or public official or anyone else. This 
includes, but is not limited to, taking advantage of such information by: 

        (1) Trading or providing information for others to trade in securities; 

         (2) Acquiring a real property interest of any kind, including but not limited to plant or office sites or adjacent 
properties; or 

         (3) Acquiring options to obtain interest in royalties, minerals, or real property for the purpose of obtaining mineral 
or royalty interest. 



§ 1-1-34. USE OF POSITION FOR GAIN. 

No Augusta-Richmond County public official or employee shall use his official position or office to obtain financial gain 
for himself. 



§ 1-1-35. UNAUTHORIZED PURCHASES. 

No purchases of materials, supplies, equipment and services shall be made in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or 
one of its departments, or through its purchasing department, except such as are required for official use by Augusta-
Richmond County or one of its departments. Purchases in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or a department for 
personal use by an individual or for other than official use are prohibited, and no Augusta-Richmond County funds will be 
expended or advanced therefore. 



§ 1-1-36. AGREEMENT OF CANDIDATES INVOLVING WORK OR APPOINTMENTS. 

It shall be unethical for any candidate for the office of mayor or commissioner to enter into any agreement or 
understanding with any person as to the disposal of any work or appointment which is or shall be under the control of the 
Commission. 



§ 1-1-37. PENALTIES AND SANCTIONS. 

    (a) Legal or disciplinary action by Commission. The Commission may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions 
against any Augusta-Richmond County public official, vendor, contractor, organization, or person in violation of these 
ethical standards or the Rules of Conduct set forth in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23. 

    (b) Legal or disciplinary action by Augusta-Richmond County Administrator. The Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions against any Augusta-Richmond County employee 
subject to the Administrator's supervision and control as defined in the Augusta-Richmond County Code, subject to the 
appropriate appeals process of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (c) Legal or disciplinary action by Elected/Constitutional Officers of Augusta-Richmond County. The Constitutional 
Officers and other Elected Officers of Augusta-Richmond County may take the appropriate legal and/or disciplinary 
actions against any employee under their supervision and control subject to the appropriate appeals process of Augusta-
Richmond County. 

    (d) Administrative penalties for employees. The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Constitutional/Elected 
Officer may impose any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on an Augusta-Richmond County employee 
for violations of the ethical standards in this Section as appropriate to the situation, subject to the Personnel Manual or 
other appropriate appeals procedures: 

       (1) oral or written warnings or reprimands; 

     (2) suspensions with or without pay for specified periods of time; or 

          (3) termination of employment. 

    (e) Administrative penalties for outside contractors/vendors. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may impose 
any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on a vendor/contractor or other person or organization for 
violations of these ethical standards: 

          (1) written warnings or reprimands; 

          (2) termination of contracts; or 

          (3) debarment or suspension as provided in § 1-10-65 (Authority to Debar or Suspend). 



§ 1-1-38. RECOVERY OF VALUE TRANSFERRED OR RECEIVED IN BREACH OF ETHICAL STANDARDS. 

    (a) General provisions. The value of anything transferred or received in breach of the ethical standards of this chapter or 
the Rules of Conduct set forth in Augusta-Richmond County Code § 1-1-23 by an Augusta-Richmond County employee, 
public official, or a vendor/contractor or other person may be recovered from either party. 

    (b) Recovery of kickbacks by Augusta-Richmond County. Upon showing that a subcontractor made a kickback to a 
prime contractor or a higher tier subcontractor in connection with the award of a subcontract or order thereunder, it shall 
be conclusively presumed that the amount thereof was included in the price of the subcontract or order and ultimately 
borne by Augusta-Richmond County and will be recoverable hereunder from the recipient. In addition, that amount may 
also be recovered from the subcontractor making such kickbacks. Recovery from one offending party shall not preclude 
recovery from other offending parties. 



§ 1-1-39. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 

    (a) No employee or public official shall make any contribution of Augusta-Richmond County funds, property, or 
services to any political party or committee, or to any candidate for or holder of any office of the government--national, 
state, local, or foreign. 

    (b) Nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting the making of political contributions by any vendor/contractor or 
other person or organization to any candidate for public office, so long as the contribution is made without any agreement 
or understanding with regard to future or pending contracts or purchase orders 



§ 1-1-40. REGISTRATION OF VENDORS MAKING GIFTS 

Any vendor who, either directly or through another person, makes a gift or gifts to one or more employees or public 
officials exceeding in the aggregate $100.00 in value during any calendar year shall file a disclosure report with the Clerk 
of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission in the form specified by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission 
listing the amount and date of receipt, the name and mailing address of any vendor making the gift, and the name, address, 
and position of each public employee or public official receiving such a gift. 

Each disclosure report required by subsection (a) of this section shall be filed with the Clerk of the Commission not later 
than February 1, 2001, and not later than February 1 of each year thereafter, and shall cover the preceding calendar year.

A report required by this section shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of the person filing such report or statement 
taken before an officer authorized to administer oaths. Each report required in a calendar year shall contain cumulative 
totals of all gifts which have been made or received and which are required to be reported. 

In addition to other penalties provided under this Article, a filing fee of $50.00 shall be imposed for each report that is filed 
late. In addition, a filing fee of $25.00 shall be imposed on the fifteenth day after the due date if the report has still not 
been filed.(Ord. # 6239, January 18, 2000)



§ 1-2-1. SEAL.

A seal shall be prepared of and for the Commission for such uses as may be properly made thereof, the same to be of a 
circular form bearing a representation of the City Hall of the City of Augusta as of 1859 and bearing on the circumference 
thereof on the top the words Augusta-Richmond County and on the bottom Georgia.



§ 1-2-2. MEETING--TIME AND PLACE; COMMITTEES. 

    (a) All Commission's regular meetings shall be held on the first Tuesday of each month at 2:00 p.m. on the eighth floor 
assembly room, and a regular called meeting of the Commission shall be held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2:00 
p.m. in said assembly room.

    (b) If there is a necessity to change the time and date of the regular meeting of the Commission or of the regular called 
meeting, this shall be done by request of the Mayor or a majority of the members of the Commission, provided a majority 
of the Commissioners can attend the meeting which shall be held on a different date and shall be given the notice required 
herein.

    (c) The Commission may hold such additional meetings as shall be deemed necessary when called by the Mayor or a 
majority of the members of the Commission, provided all members shall have been notified at least twenty-four (24) hours 
in advance of the special meeting. Provided, further, that a majority of the Commission may convene the same in 
extraordinary session for emergency business, such as a natural disaster or civil disturbance, whenever in their judgment it 
may be necessary.

    (d) Any action taken at all committee meetings shall be placed on the agenda of the regular meeting, regular called 
meeting, or special meeting of the full Commission for approval of the action of the committee.



§ 1-2-3. MEETING--AGENDA. 

    (a) No business shall be transacted at the regular meeting or regular called meeting of the Commission on the first 
Tuesday and third Tuesday of each month that is not on the agenda by 9:00 a.m. on Thursday before such meeting; 
provided, however, business items may be added to the agenda after the deadline, with the unanimous consent of the 
members of the Commission present at such meeting.

    (b) All items must be placed on the agenda for any Committee of Commission of Augusta-Richmond County by 9:00 
a.m. on the Thursday prior to the regular meeting of such Committee.

    (c) An item may be removed from the agenda after 9:00 a.m. on the Thursday prior to the Tuesday of the regular 
Commission meeting with unanimous approval of the members of the Commission attending the regular meeting.

    (d) An item may be removed from the agenda prior to 9:00 a.m. on the Thursday prior to the Tuesday, of the regular 
Commission meeting upon the request of the commissioner, department head, or other individual party who was 
responsible for placing the item on the agenda.

    (e) No item pertaining to alcoholic beverage application shall be placed on the agenda within one (1) year from the date 
of the denial of the application by the Commission.

    (f) No item pertaining to zoning shall be placed on the agenda for the same zoning classification within one (1) year 
from the date of the denial of the application by the Commission.



§ 1-2-4. MEETINGS--MINUTES. 

The minutes of meetings of the Commission shall, at a minimum, briefly describe all statements made and shall record the 
actions taken by the Commission. Any statement shall be recorded in full at the request of a member of the Commission. A 
member of the Commission may incorporate an additional statement when the minutes are read. The minutes shall be read 
before they are approved as soon as is possible or feasible but in no case later than the next regular meeting of the 
Commission.



§ 1-2-5. ORDINANCES--REQUIRED READINGS. 

    (a) The caption of each ordinance shall be read previous to the adoption of the ordinance. All readings of every 
ordinance shall be by reading the caption of such ordinance only, unless some member of the Commission shall then and 
there demand that the entire ordinance be read. Upon such demand being made, the clerk shall read the entire ordinance. 
Except as provided in paragraph (b) hereof, all ordinances shall be read twice before final adoption.

    (b) Except for emergency ordinances or ordinances amending the Zoning Map for Augusta-Richmond County, or upon 
a unanimous vote of the Commission, no ordinance shall be adopted until it has been read or presented in written form at 
two meetings held not less than one week apart.

    (c) A resolution may be adopted at the same meeting at which it is introduced.

    (d) The affirmative vote of at least six (6) members of the Commission shall be required for the adoption of any 
ordinance or resolution. The passage of all ordinances or resolutions shall require the recording of "ayes" and "nays" and 
the names of the members of the Commission voting for and against each proposed ordinance or resolution or amendment 
thereto shall be entered in the minutes of the proceedings of the Commission.



§ 1-2-6. ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMISSION ACTION. 

All communications to persons, firms or corporations affected by actions taken at a called or regular meeting of the 
Commission shall be made by the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, informing them of the action taken.



§ 1-2-7. VACANCIES. 

Any appointment to fill an expired or a new term on any board or commission, which appointment is made by the 
Commission, shall not have less than six (6) votes of approval.



§ 1-2-8. PURCHASING POLICY. 

    (a) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall have the authority to approve all purchases requiring a bid 
or written quote when the following conditions have been met:

        (1) The item(s) have been previously approved in the budget adopted by the Commission;

        (2) All state and ordinances and regulations relative to purchasing have been complied with; and

        (3) The low bid meeting specifications is selected and does not exceed the budgeted amount by ten (10) percent and 
not exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).

    (b) Purchases under the following conditions must be approved by the Commission in open meeting:

        (1) When other than the low bid is recommended for approval unless the low bid fails to meet specifications; or

        (2) When the recommended bid exceeds those funds budgeted for the purchase with the exception of subsection (a) 
(3) above.

    (c) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall submit a list of all bid items that have been approved to the 
Commission as soon as practical at the end of each month.



§ 1-2-9. MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS PROHIBITED FROM HOLDING OTHER OFFICE, CONTRACT, 
ETC., WITH AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY; EXCEPTIONS.

It shall be unlawful for the Mayor or any member of the Commission to hold any office, appointment or contract under the 
Commission, during the term for which he was elected, whereby such Mayor or member of the Commission may derive 
any profit or emolument from Augusta-Richmond County, except such office, appointment, or contract specifically 
authorized by the Commission. Such office, appointment or contract, not so authorized, shall be declared void, and no 
funds whatever from Augusta-Richmond County treasury shall be paid thereon. All funds received or collected by the 
Mayor or any member of the Commission from any such office, appointment or contract, not so authorized, shall be 
demanded from such Mayor or member of the Commission, and if not paid, suit shall be brought to collect the same in any 
court having jurisdiction thereof; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the Mayor or any member 
of the Commission from contracting with Augusta-Richmond County based upon sealed bids or proposals.



§ 1-2-10. USE OF EMPLOYEES FOR PERSONAL BENEFIT.

It shall be unlawful for any official, officer or employee of the Commission who has the control or direction of any 
employees or laborers of the Commission, to use any such employee or laborer for his own personal benefit or profit. Any 
person violating the terms of this section shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1 and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
subject to suspension or discharge by the Commission.



§ 1-2-11. VACANCIES ON AGENCIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS CREATED BY COMMISSION. 

    (a) The office of any member of any agency, board or commission created by the Commission for which the terms and 
conditions of office are not prescribed by state law shall be declared vacant upon such member of any agency, board or 
commission qualifying in a general primary or general election, or a special primary or special election, for any state, 
county or municipal office or qualifying for the House of Representatives or Senate of the United States. A vacancy 
created in any such office shall be filled by the governing authority of the county, or by the entity that otherwise is 
responsible for appointment of the position vacated.

    (b) This section shall not apply to the existing term of any member of an agency, board or commission created by the 
Commission, but shall apply to all future appointments made by the Commission to any agency, board or commission 
created by the Commission for which the terms and conditions of office are not prescribed by state law.



§ 1-2-12. PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCES, NOTICES, ETC.

It shall be the duty of the Mayor to have published in the official gazette or newspaper of Augusta-Richmond County the 
ordinances of the Commission, the proclamations of the Mayor and all other official notices of either the Commission or 
the Mayor ordered to be published by them, respectively; also, such other matters as the Mayor may deem advisable to 
publish. The ordinances of the Commission shall be published one time; all other matters shall be published such number 
of times as the Commission or the Mayor may direct. The Mayor shall have published in such official gazette or 
newspaper only the captions of the ordinances of the Commission and shall not have the bodies of such ordinances 
published.



§ 1-2-26. POWERS, AUTHORITY AND DUTIES GENERALLY. 

The Mayor shall have and exercise the following duties, powers and authority:

    (a) He shall preside over all meetings of Commission, regular or special, whenever present;

    (b) He shall call a special meeting of Commission whenever five members of Commission, in writing, so request and he 
shall direct the clerk of Commission to send reasonable written notice of all such special meetings to each member thereof. 
He may also call a special meeting of the Commission or call any committee together at any time he deems necessary;

    (c) He shall be recognized as the head of the Augusta-Richmond County government for all ceremonial purposes and 
for the service of civil process;

    (d) He shall have the same right to speak at the meetings of the Commission as the members thereof, but may vote only 
to create or break a tie on all questions before the Commission. The Mayor shall not have the right to vote upon the 
question of appointments to the various committees;

    (e) The Mayor shall have and exercise the duties, powers and authority herein defined and specified and those imposed 
upon and vested in him by the acts of the General Assembly or by the Commission;

The Mayor, by authority of the Commission herein provided, also shall have authority:

    (f) To impose disciplinary action upon the Administrator after ratification by a majority of the Commission;

    (g) To examine all bills and accounts presented to the Commission;

    (h) To examine the digest of tax returns;

    (i) To examine the accounts, books and returns of all Augusta-Richmond County officers;

    (j) To examine all other matters and things connected with Augusta-Richmond County finances;

    (k) To appoint some competent person, whenever deemed necessary by him, to make any examination specified in 
paragraphs (g), (h), (i), and (j) of this section, and to report the result thereof to him;

    (l) To use all legal means to possess the Augusta-Richmond County Commission of all property belonging to Augusta-
Richmond County, whenever it can be identified as such property;

    (m) To give the Commission his views in the form of a message, on such subjects as in his opinion may be for the 
public interest or the necessary information of the Commission;

    (n) To use all lawful and proper means for the exercise of any power, or the discharge of any duty, devolved upon him 
by this Code, or by the Commission, or by any act of the General Assembly, for the good of Augusta-Richmond County.



§ 1-2-27. AUTHORITY AND DUTIES AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER. 

The Mayor shall be the chief executive officer of Augusta-Richmond County. It shall be his duty to have the ordinances 
and laws governing Augusta-Richmond County put in full force.



§ 1-2-30. OFFICE CREATED. 

    (a) There is hereby created the office of Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County.

    (b) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be elected/appointed by a majority vote of the Commission 
of Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia, from nominations presented by the Mayor following the Commission approved 
recruitment process. The Mayor shall present the three top candidates for appointment, along with his recommendation. 
The Commission shall elect/appoint an Administrator from among the three candidates presented by the Mayor. Should 
none of the candidates be elected/appointed, then the Mayor shall nominate three new candidates from those who applied 
through the recruitment process.

    (c) The Administrator is employed at the pleasure of the Mayor and Commission and performs duties under the 
direction and supervision of the Commission through the Mayor. The Administrator maintains regular contact with the 
Mayor and through the Mayor keeps all Commission members informed on significant and/or controversial issues 
involving the government, its services, policies, and employees.

    (d) In the event of a vacancy in said office for any cause, the Commission may elect an Acting Administrator by a 
majority vote pending the election/appointment of an Administrator as provided in subsection (c) hereof.



§ 1-2-32. QUALIFICATIONS. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be chosen by the Commission solely upon the basis of his 
executive and administrative qualifications, with special reference to his actual experience in or knowledge of accepted 
practices in respect to the duties of his office, as hereinafter set forth. He shall be of good character and be of proven 
executive ability and experience. No person related by blood or marriage within the third degree to any member of the 
Commission shall be eligible for appointment as Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County. No member of the 
Commission, or holder of a public elective office in Augusta-Richmond County during the term of office for which he was 
elected, or for a period of one (1) year thereafter, shall be eligible for appointment as Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County.



§ 1-2-33. SALARY. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be paid an annual salary to be fixed by the Commission.



§ 1-2-34. BOND. 

Before entering upon his duties, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall give bond in a minimum amount 
of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00), payable to Augusta-Richmond County, upon which bond action may be 
brought in the name of Augusta-Richmond County at the instance of the Commission, for any act of misfeasance, 
nonfeasance or malfeasance; the premium on such bond shall be paid out of Augusta-Richmond County treasury, and the 
bond shall be kept by the probate judge.



§ 1-2-35. OATH. 

Before entering upon his duties, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall take and subscribe an oath for the 
faithful performance of his duties under this Code, which oath shall be duly entered on the minutes of the Commission.



§ 1-2-36. DUTIES. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be the administrative officer of Augusta-Richmond County and 
head of the administrative branch of Augusta-Richmond County government. The Administrator shall be responsible to the 
Mayor and Commission for the proper administration of all affairs of Augusta-Richmond County, and his duties shall be 
as follow:

    (a) To recommend for appointment or removal all Augusta-Richmond County department heads, subject to the approval 
of the Commission, with the exception of the Augusta-Richmond County attorney, the Clerk of the Commission, the Equal 
Opportunity Officer, and the internal auditor, all of whom shall be appointed and discharged directly by the Commission;

    (b) Subject to the rules and regulations of the Commission, where applicable, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County shall be the appointing authority for all other Augusta-Richmond County employees whose appointment is now or 
hereinafter vested in the Commission, and shall have the right to employ and discharge the same;

    (c) To execute all lawful orders, directions, instructions, and all ordinances, resolutions and regulations adopted by the 
Commission consistent with this Code and entered upon the minutes of the Commission; in the execution of these matters, 
the Administrator shall keep the Mayor fully informed and shall coordinate with the Mayor to ensure that all laws, 
ordinances, and resolutions of Augusta-Richmond County are faithfully executed;

    (d) To have supervision over all departments or divisions of Augusta-Richmond County now or hereinafter subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Commission;

    (e) To attend all meetings of the Commission, with the right to take part in the discussion;

    (f) To prepare and to recommend salary scales for all employees;

    (g) To prescribe the duties and supervise the work of Augusta-Richmond County employees;

    (h) To require reports from heads of departments, and other employees trusted with administrative duties or exercising 
discretion;

    (i) To prepare and submit to the Mayor and Commission a proposed annual budget; when the budget has been prepared 
and adopted as provided by law by the Commission, it shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County to execute the budget; no department or office of Augusta-Richmond County government shall exceed the budget 
without the approval of the Commission;

    (j) To keep the Mayor and Commission fully advised on the financial conditions and future needs of Augusta-
Richmond County and shall make such recommendations on Augusta-Richmond County affairs as the Administrator 
deems necessary for the efficient operation of Augusta-Richmond County;

    (k) To act as liaison between the Mayor and/or Commission and all Augusta-Richmond County department heads or 
employees of Augusta-Richmond County;



    (l) To confer with and assist all other elected or appointed officials of Richmond County, and all departments, such as 
Augusta-Richmond County health department, the Augusta-Richmond County Department of Family and Children 
Services, whose missions are not under the direct control and supervision of the Commission, but who are dependent upon 
the appropriations of the Commission for their continued operation;

    (m) To submit to the Mayor and Commission at the end of each fiscal year a complete report on the finances and 
administrative activities of Augusta-Richmond County for the preceding year;

    (n) To see that all legislation, programs, regulations or plans promulgated and required by the state or federal 
government are duly carried out and complied with in accordance with such legislation, programs, regulations or plans;

    (o) To perform such other duties as may be required of him by the Mayor and Commission.



§ 1-2-37. EXAMINATION OF DEPARTMENTS' BOOKS, RECORDS. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall have at all times the authority to examine all books and papers of 
each department of Augusta-Richmond County.



§ 1-2-38. DUTIES REGARDING PURCHASING; DELEGATION TO SUBORDINATES. 

Subject to rules established by the Mayor and Commission, the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall 
authorize all purchases for Augusta-Richmond County, subject to the laws requiring advertisement and bids. He shall 
supervise the disbursement of all Augusta-Richmond County funds, and shall render such reports as may be required by 
the Commission. The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County may delegate purely administrative duties to 
subordinates in Augusta-Richmond County government whose work the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County 
shall supervise and direct; however, the designation or assignment of duties to subordinates shall not relieve the 
Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County from his responsibilities for administration of Augusta-Richmond County 
affairs.



§ 1-2-39. POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall not engage in or be concerned with any partisan politics or any 
political campaign. He shall not contribute to any campaign fund or solicit funds for political purposes from any other 
person. He shall not appoint any relative as an employee of Augusta-Richmond County unless such relative shall qualify 
and become eligible for appointment under the rules of the Commission and be recommended by the Commission.



§ 1-2-40. TO DEVOTE FULL TIME TO DUTIES OF OFFICE. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall devote his entire time to the duties of his office and shall maintain 
his office at the courthouse or municipal building.



§ 1-2-41. GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES. 

    (a) As administrative officer, it shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County to conduct, 
supervise and administer all Augusta-Richmond County affairs, subject only to the general law, to rules prescribed by the 
Mayor and Commission, and subject to the right of the Mayor and Commission to review, repeal or modify any action of 
the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County which is contrary to the general law or such rules, by a vote of a majority 
of the Commission at any subsequent, regular or called meeting, when such vote thus reviewing, repealing or modifying 
the action of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall be entered in writing on the minutes of the 
Commission.

    (b) The Administrator will assemble and provide necessary documentation for the Mayor and Clerk of the Commission 
to prepare the agenda for all Commission meetings.

    (c) The Administrator shall be responsible to the Mayor and Commission for the establishment of comprehensive, 
efficient and professional administered systems of:

        (1) Financial planning and control;

                (2) Personnel management, employee and supervisory training and compensation;

                (3) Equipment and supply purchasing and inventory control;

                (4) Equal employment opportunity;

                (5) Small and minority business opportunity;

                (6) Community land use, economic development and strategic planning; and

                 (7) Citizen information and service.

        (d) The Administrator shall prepare and present to the Mayor and Commission annually a public report on:

                (1) State of the community and government;

                (2) Accomplishments during the past year; and

                (3) Community and organization needs and objectives for the coming year.

        (e) The Administrator shall be the official spokesperson and representative of the Mayor and Commission with the 
Augusta-Richmond County government organization.

        (f) The Administrator shall have such other powers and duties as imposed on him by ordinance or by the 
Commission.



§ 1-2-42. DUTIES REGARDING PUBLIC WORKS. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall receive all requests for public work, road building, repairs to 
bridges and roads and public buildings, the construction of water and sewer mains, the opening, grading and improving of 
public roads and sidewalks. It shall be his duty to investigate and recommend to the Mayor and Commission a program for 
all such work, but nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County from 
performing immediately any work in an emergency that is necessary to protect the interests of Augusta-Richmond County 
or the citizens thereof. It shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County to receive and consider 
requests for appropriations of Augusta-Richmond County funds, all of which he shall investigate and report to the Mayor 
and Commission, with his recommendation thereon.



§ 1-2-43. RECEIVING AND TRANSMITTING REPORTS; USE OF AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY 
PROPERTY; CLAIMS AGAINST AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY. 

All requests and reports of Augusta-Richmond County officers shall be made to the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond 
County for his approval or recommendation to the Mayor and Commission; all requests and reports of Augusta-Richmond 
County departments shall be presented to the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County for his recommendation to the 
Mayor and Commission; the use and disposition of Augusta-Richmond County property shall be under the supervision and 
direction of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, subject to approval by the Mayor and Commission; all 
claims against Augusta-Richmond County shall be presented to the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, who 
shall investigate same and report same to the Mayor and Commission, together with his recommendation thereon.



§ 1-2-44. TAX RECOMMENDATIONS. 

It shall be the duty of the Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County, with the cooperation of Augusta-Richmond 
County comptroller, to investigate the tax digests and to recommend to the Mayor and Commission the levy of a sufficient 
tax upon all property of Augusta-Richmond County, which tax, together with all other sources of revenue which may 
lawfully be anticipated, shall be sufficient to balance the budget, after it has been adopted.



§ 1-2-60. ELECTION; BOND. 

The Commission shall elect an officer to be known as the Clerk of Commission, who shall give bond and security in the 
sum of ten thousand dollars for the faithful performance of his duties.



§ 1-2-61. DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The duties of the Clerk of Commission shall be as follows:

    (a) To attend every meeting of the Commission, regular or special, and all committee meetings;

    (b) To record regularly and fairly all the proceedings of the Commission, in a book to be kept by him for that purpose;

    (c) To have the custody and charge of all records, books and papers belonging to the Commission;

    (d) To carefully record in a book to be kept by him for that purpose all ordinances of the Commission, within ten days 
after the adoption thereof;

    (e) To carefully preserve the original ordinances of the Commission, and not allow them to leave his custody unless so 
directed by the Commission or the Mayor;

    (f) To issue, in the name of the Commission, or its appropriate committee, all summonses, subpoenas, writs, executions 
or processes required or permitted by this Code or by the Commission to be issued, and not specifically required to be 
issued by some other officer;

    (g) To notify the Augusta-Richmond County attorney, the Administrator and the reporters of all daily newspapers 
published in Augusta-Richmond County, of the meetings of the Commission, including all committees thereof, regular or 
special, and to notify each member of the Commission, for his information and guidance, of all meetings of the various 
committees of the Commission;

    (h) To perform such other duties as are required of him by this Code or by the Mayor and Commission.



§ 1-2-62. DEPUTY CLERK OF COMMISSION. 

The Commission shall elect an officer to be known as the deputy clerk of Commission. It shall be the duty of the deputy 
clerk, in the absence of the Clerk of Commission, to discharge the duties now required of the Clerk of Commission as 
defined by the preceding section, and to perform such other duties as may be required of him by the Mayor and 
Commission. The deputy clerk shall receive such compensation as the Commission may from time to time provide.



§ 1-2-64. RECORDS, FILES, ETC., IN OFFICE OR CUSTODY OF CLERK. 

    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to remove from the office or custody of the Clerk of Commission any record or 
document of any nature that the Commission has made it the duty of the Clerk of Commission to preserve or that by its 
nature requires preservation, without the consent of the Mayor and Commission.

    (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to change or mutilate in any way any record or document of any nature that the 
Commission has made it the duty of the Clerk of Commission to preserve or that by its nature requires preservation, 
without the consent of the Mayor and Commission.

    (c) Nothing herein shall prohibit the clerk from delivering any such record or document to any employee or official of 
Augusta-Richmond County for their official use, provided a record is maintained by the Clerk of the person to whom such 
record or document is delivered and the date same was delivered.



§ 1-2-93. COMMISSION OFFICE HOURS. 

All Augusta-Richmond County offices shall be open for the transaction of business with the public from 8:30 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m. daily Monday through Friday and for such other hours as directed by the Mayor and Commission. Such offices 
shall be closed for the transaction of business on Saturdays, Sundays and such holidays as may be determined by the 
Commission and at such other times as the Mayor may direct.



§ 1-2-94. COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE. 

All the equipment and office space used in the Commission administrative office shall be used for Augusta-Richmond 
County personnel or Commissioners only, and no other person whatsoever is allowed the use of any machines, or 
equipment, or office space in this administrative office without the approval of the Commission or the Administrator.



§ 1-2-95. INVENTORY.

Each of the county officials and departments having Augusta-Richmond County property in their custody shall keep a 
record in a bound book of itemized statements showing all of the property belonging to Augusta-Richmond County in their 
possession and custody. A copy of such record shall be furnished annually to the Administrator for the County's file.



§ 1-2-96. USE. 

No Augusta-Richmond County employee shall lend or lease any Augusta-Richmond County machinery or equipment to 
any person, firm or corporation.



§ 1-2-97. VEHICLES. 

All Augusta-Richmond County vehicles under the jurisdiction of the Commission, shall be subject to the policies, 
guidelines and/or Manuals approved by the Commission.



§ 1-2-98. VEHICLES DECALS.

Every motor vehicle which is owned or leased by Augusta, Georgia, or any department, agency, commission, or authority 
of Augusta, Georgia shall have affixed to the front door on each side of such vehicle a clearly visible decal to identify 
Augusta, Georgia as the government entity owning or leasing such vehicle.  The requirements of this Section shall not 
apply to:

   (a)    Any vehicle used for law enforcement or prosecution purposes; and

   (b)    Any vehicle assigned for the transportation of the Mayor.  (Ord. # 6435, November 20, 2001)



§ 1-2-103. ADOPTED. 

    (a) The records of Augusta-Richmond County are public property and all these records contain information needed for 
varying lengths of time for the conduct of public business. Some of these records are essential for varying lengths of time 
for continuity of government or for the protection of the rights and privileges of our citizens and some of these records 
contain information that is essential as documentary evidence of our heritage. It is in the best interest of our citizens that an 
efficient and cost effective records management plan be adopted and implemented which will cause any records whose 
usefulness has ended to be destroyed and which will cause those records which have enduring value to be preserved.

    (b) The Record Retention Schedules for County Governments as prepared by the Georgia Department of Archives and 
History and approved by the State Records Committee, dated March 7, 1983, is hereby adopted as the records management 
plan for Augusta-Richmond County.



§ 1-2-104. LOCATION. 

The records retention schedules for Augusta-Richmond County shall be kept on file in the office of the Clerk for Augusta-
Richmond County and shall be available for public inspection during normal business hours.



§ 1-2-105. OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICER CREATED. 

The position of records management officer is hereby created; and the records management officer shall be the director of 
central services, who shall administer a records management program for Augusta-Richmond County under the direction 
of Augusta-Richmond County records committee.



§ 1-2-106. RECORDS COMMITTEE. 

There is hereby created Augusta-Richmond County records committee, which shall be composed of the following seven 
(7) members:

    (a) An Augusta-Richmond County commissioner designated by the Commission, who shall serve as Chairman of the 
committee.

    (b) The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County.

    (c) The Augusta-Richmond County attorney.

    (d) The finance director.

    (e) The internal auditor.

    (f) The clerk of superior court.

    (g) The records management officer (director of central services).

State law reference: Records management programs for local governments, O.C.G.A. § 50-18-99.



§ 1-2-107. STANDARDS. 

The records retention schedules adopted herein shall be the common standards of Augusta-Richmond County.



§ 1-2-108. DUTIES OF COMMITTEE. 

It shall be the duty of Augusta-Richmond County records committee to review and recommend approval, disapproval or 
modification of records retention schedules to the Commission; and the records retention schedules adopted herein shall 
remain in effect until modified or changed by the Commission.



§ 1-2-109. ARCHIVAL DEPOSITORY.

The Commission shall designate an archival depository to store records determined to have permanent historical value.



§ 1-2-110. DISTRIBUTION OF SCHEDULES. 

The Administrator for Augusta-Richmond County shall distribute a copy of this article and the records retention schedules 
adopted herein and all amendments thereto to all elected officials and department heads throughout Augusta-Richmond 
County government.



§ 1-2-111. RETENTION OF RECORDS. 

Records requiring retention for several years will be transferred to Augusta-Richmond County records center for low-cost 
storage at the earliest possible date following creation, and a reference service will be provided by the records center for 
records deposited therein. Records may only be placed in the records center as provided in the approved records retention 
schedules as approved by the Commission.



§ 1-3-1. CREATION; APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF MEMBERS; VACANCIES. 

There shall be a board consisting of ten (10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County 
Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two members) to be known as the Augusta Aviation Commission. Except as 
provided for herein, all members of the Augusta Aviation Commission shall be appointed by the Commission for terms of 
four (4) years. In case of a vacancy on such a commission for any cause prior to the expiration of the term of a member 
thereof, an appointment shall be made for the unexpired portion of such term. 

    (a) Except as provided herein, members of the Augusta Aviation Commission of Richmond County and the City of 
Augusta who were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors 
are appointed and qualified.

    (b) Current members of the Augusta Aviation Commission shall continue to serve until their terms expire and their 
successors are appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the 
districts as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Ed McIntyre District 1 3/31/98 

(2) Appointment TBA District 2 3/31/2000 

(3) Bernard Silverstein District 3 1/15/2003 

(4) George Sancken, Jr District 4 1/15/98 

(5) Joe Scott District 5 3/31/98 

(6) Charles Presley District 6 1/15/2000 

(7) Frank Dennis, Jr District 7 1/15/99 

(8) Edward Skinner District 8 1/15/2002 

(9) Rick Beard District 9 3/31/98 

(10) Lewis A. Newman District 10 1/15/2000 

 



    (c) The successors to the members representing Districts 1, 5, and 9 shall serve until March 31, 1998, or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

    (d) The successors to the members representing Districts 2, 4, 6, and 10 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

    (e) The successor to the member representing District 3 shall serve until 3/31/2005, or until his successor is appointed 
and qualified; the successor to the member representing District 7 shall serve until 3/31/2002, or until the successor is 
appointed and qualified; and the successor to the member representing District 8 shall serve until 3/31/2004, or until his 
successor is appointed and qualified. 

    (f) Members of the Aviation Commission appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those 
appointed in subsections (b), (c), and (d) hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors 
are appointed and qualified. 

    (g) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

    (h) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

    (i) The director of the Augusta Aviation Commission is hereby designated Augusta Aviation Officer and shall 
administer and enforce the provisions of the Aviation Law. 



§ 1-3-2. MAYOR TO BE EX OFFICIO MEMBER; MEMBER TO SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION. 

The mayor shall be an ex officio member of the Augusta Aviation Commission and all other members of such commission 
shall serve without compensation. 



§ 1-3-3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.

The Chairman of the Augusta Aviation Commission shall be elected annually by the Augusta Aviation Commission; 
provided, however, no member shall be eligible to serve as Chairman who has served two (2) consecutive full one-year 
terms as Chairman until more than one (1) year after the expiration of that person's last term of office as Chairman. (Ord. # 
6325, November 7, 2000) 



§ 1-3-4. QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS. 

All appointees to the Augusta Aviation Commission shall be citizens of Richmond County, who have had at least ten (10) 
years of business experience and have manifested some interest in the advancement of aviation. 



§ 1-3-5. POWERS AND DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The Augusta Aviation Commission shall take charge of Bush Field owned by Augusta-Richmond County, and all other 
property incidental to the operation of Bush Field, and such commission shall take all steps necessary toward constructing, 
improving and repairing an airport now owned and to be owned by Augusta-Richmond County, including the construction, 
alteration and repair of airport buildings and the removal, lowering, marking and lighting of airport obstructions. Such 
commission shall be empowered to acquire any lands or property interest necessary either for such construction or to 
protect such airports and the approaches thereto, make surveys, prepare plans and specifications for this purpose and to 
employ adequate personnel therefor. 

Such commission shall be authorized and empowered to enter into contracts with commercial air lines and other operators 
of aircraft for the use of any airport and airport facilities owned by Augusta-Richmond County and shall be authorized to 
make any and all necessary contracts and agreements with the federal government or any branch or agency thereof in 
connection with air mail service in connection with the operation of such airport. Such commission shall also make studies 
of and put into operation facilities to raise additional revenue in connection with such airports, such facilities to be 
operated by such commission or leased to responsible persons, whichever the commission deems most advantageous to 
Augusta-Richmond County; provided, however, that any contract made by such commission exceeding a term of one (1) 
year shall be subject to the approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 



§ 1-3-6. SAME--EMPLOYMENT OF AIRPORT MANAGER. 

The Augusta Aviation Commission shall employ an airport manager for the aviation fields operated by the Commission. 



§ 1-3-7. SAME--SAME--POWERS, DUTIES, SALARY, ETC., OF AIRPORT MANAGERS. 

Every airport manager appointed pursuant to the preceding section shall be paid a salary to be fixed by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission and shall have immediate supervision and control of Bush Field and related facilities and it 
shall be his duty to enforce all rules and regulations prescribed by the Augusta Aviation Commission, and such manager 
shall report to such Commission any violation thereof. He shall be charged with the duty of maintaining such airport and 
buildings thereon in good condition. The employment of such manager shall be purely on a temporary basis, subject to the 
will of the Augusta Aviation Commission, and no airport manager shall be considered a permanent employee. He shall be 
deemed to have accepted employment under these conditions (Ord #6148, (March 16,1999).



§ 1-3-8. TO MAKE MEETING RULES; REPORTS TO AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY COMMISSION; 
INSPECTION OF MINUTES AND DOCUMENTS. 

The Augusta Aviation Commission shall make its own rules with reference to meetings and shall make monthly reports to 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. All of their minutes and documents shall be readily available at all times to 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 



§ 1-3-8.1 DEFINITIONS 

The following words, terms and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this Article. 

        (a)    "Aircraft Arrival(s)" shall mean the arrival at the Airport of any Aircraft Operator's aircraft (including, without 
limitation, any flights conducted for aircrew training). As long as Aircraft Operator provides scheduled passenger or cargo 
service to the Airport, Aircraft Arrivals shall not include any flight that returns to the Airport because of maintenance, 
mechanical, or other precautionary reason, other than meteorological. 

        (b)    "Aircraft Operator" shall mean any entity operating aircraft into and out of the Airport under Part 121 or Part 
135 of the FARs, or the practical equivalent of said Parts and using the Terminal Building. 

        (c)    "Aircraft Parking Apron" means that portion of the Airfield located adjacent to the Concourse and depicted on 
Exhibit "A-1" hereof where Aircraft Operators park aircraft 

        (d)    "Aircraft Parking Position(s)" shall mean the location(s) on the Aircraft Parking Apron where aircraft are parked 
for the purpose of enplaning and deplaning passengers. 

        (e)    "Airfield" shall mean those portions of the Airport which provide for the landing, takeoff, taxiing, movement, or 
staging of aircraft including navigational aids, hazard designation and warning devices, airfield security roads, fencing, 
lighting, runway protection zones, aviation easements and interests in property utilized in connection therewith. 

        (f)    "Airport" shall mean the Augusta Regional Airport at Bush Field located in Augusta, Georgia

        (g)    "Air Transportation" shall mean the conduct of the business of commercial air transportation of persons, 
property, cargo and mail.

        (h)    "Certificated Maximum Gross Landing Weight" or "CMGLW" shall mean the current maximum allowable 
gross landing weight certified by the Federal Aviation Administration, expressed in 1,000 pound units or fraction thereof, 
of aircraft operated by an Aircraft Operator. 

           (i)     "Common Use Formula" shall mean the formula used to allocate the Common Use Requirement for a given 
Fiscal Year among the Aircraft Operators such that 100% of such Common Use Requirement is allocated among all 
Aircraft Operators in the proportion that each Aircraft Operator’s Enplaned Passengers at the Airport during the previous 
month bears to the Enplaned Passengers of all Aircraft Operators at the Airport during such month. 

             (j)     "Common Use Premises" shall mean the lobby area, baggage claim area, security check point area and any 
other areas in the Terminal Building used in common by Aircraft Operators together with all facilities, improvements and 
equipment which have been or may hereafter be provided for use in connection with such premises. The Common Use 
Premises in the Terminal Building are described on Exhibit "A-2". 

             (k)     "Concourse" shall mean the building connected to the Terminal Building and used to assemble and process 
Passengers. 

            (l)    "Concourse Gate Position" shall mean an Aircraft Parking Position, loading bridge (if any) and Passenger 
Hold Room in an area in the Concourse assigned to Aircraft Operator or another Aircraft Operators for the purpose of 



assembling and processing passengers. 

           (m)     "Contract Security" shall mean a contract bond, irrevocable letter of credit or other security acceptable to 
Augusta in an amount equal to three (3) months' rentals and landing fees payable by an Aircraft Operator under Section 1-
3-8.4 of this Ordinance. 

       (n)    "Deplaned Passengers" shall mean all passengers deplaned by an Aircraft Operator on aircraft operated at the 
Airport. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Enplaned Passengers shall also include persons for whom the 
Aircraft Operator has provided the particular air transportation on a substantially complimentary basis such as employees 
of an airline, family members of such employees, persons traveling on "buddy passes," employees of other airlines, and 
those passengers redeeming "frequent flyer" awards and travel vouchers. 

                (o)   "Enplaned Passengers" shall mean all passengers enplaned by an Aircraft Operator on aircraft operated at 
the Airport. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Enplaned Passengers shall also include persons for whom the 
Aircraft Operator has provided the particular air transportation on a substantially complimentary basis such as employees 
of an airline, family members of such employees, persons traveling on "buddy passes," employees of other airlines, and 
those passengers redeeming "frequent flyer" awards and travel vouchers. 

                (p)   "Exclusive Use Premises" shall mean those premises which have been licensed exclusively to an Aircraft 
Operator. The Exclusive Use Premises in the Terminal Building are described on Exhibit "A-3". 

                (q)     "Executive Director" shall mean the Executive Director of Augusta Regional Airport at Bush Field 
designated by Augusta to manage the Airport on its behalf and to act for Augusta or such person’s duly authorized 
designated representative. 

                (r)      "Fiscal Year" shall mean the twelve-month period beginning on the first day of January of any year, or 
such other twelve-month period as may later be adopted by Augusta as its Fiscal Year. 

                (s)      "Landing Fee(s)" shall mean the payment required of Aircraft Operator each month, without deduction 
or setoff, for the use of the Airfield. 

                (t)      "Landing Fee Rate" shall mean the rate multiplied by each 1,000 pounds of CMGLW or fraction thereof 
to calculate Landing Fees.

                (u)      "Preferential Assignment" shall mean the right of an Aircraft Operator to use certain Preferential Use 
Premises (including loading bridge(s) and other installed equipment where applicable) on a preferential but non-exclusive 
use basis.

                (v)      "Preferential Use Formula" shall mean the formula used to allocate the Preferential Use Requirement for 
a given Fiscal Year among the Aircraft Operators assigned to use the Preferential Use Premises such that one-half of such 
Preferential Use Requirement is allocated among the such users of the Preferential Use Premises in the proportion that 
each such user’s Enplaned Passengers at the Airport during the previous month bears to the Enplaned Passengers of such 
users during such month.

                (w)      "Preferential Use Premises" shall mean the passenger hold rooms, loading bridge(s), if any, and the 



Airport Parking Position that have been licensed to a specific Aircraft Operator on a preferential use basis together with all 
facilities, improvements, equipment and services which have been or may hereafter be provided for use in connection with 
such premises. The Preferential Use Premises at the Airport are described on Exhibit "A-1". 

                (x)      "Premises" shall mean the Exclusive Use, Preferential Use, and Common Use Premises licensed to a 
specific Aircraft Operator.

                (y)      "Rental Rate" shall mean the annual charge per square foot for the space licensed to the Aircraft 
Operators.

                (z)       "Terminal Building" shall mean the Airport’s passenger terminal building, exclusive of the Concourse, 
as depicted on Exhibit "A-2".

                (aa)      "Terminal Rental" shall mean the aggregate of monthly payments required of a specific Aircraft 
Operators in each Fiscal Year for the license granted such Operator to occupy specific Premises in the Terminal Building. 

               (bb)      "Total Landed Weight" shall mean the sum of CMGLW of all Aircraft Arrivals over a stated period of 
time. 



§ 1-3-8.2 EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall become effective as of July 1, 2001 (the "Effective Date") and shall continue in effect until 
superceded by a replacement ordinance or by an agreement between the Aircraft Operators serving the Airport and 
Augusta. 



§ 1-3-8.3 PRIVILEGES 

Rights. Each Aircraft Operator is hereby granted the right to operate an Air Transportation system at the Airport for the 
carriage of persons, property and mail, including all activities reasonably necessary to such operation. 

Premises. In connection with the operation of its Air Transportation system, Augusta does hereby grant to each Aircraft 
Operator a month to month license to use the premises in the Terminal Building set forth below. By using and occupying 
the Premises, an Aircraft Operator acknowledges that satisfied with the condition of the Premises and does hereby release 
and forever discharge Augusta from all liens and liability, damages and costs arising out of the use of the Premises. 

Exclusive Use Premises. Each Aircraft Operator serving the Airport shall be granted a license to use the premises in the 
Terminal Building assigned for its exclusive use. The exact amount and location of the exclusive use premises assigned to 
each Aircraft Operator as of the Effective Date is set forth on Exhibit "A-3". 

Preferential Use Premises. Each Aircraft Operator serving the Airport shall be granted a license to use the Preferential Use 
Premises assigned to such Operator by the Executive Director (together with all facilities, improvements, equipment and 
services which have been or may hereafter be provided for use in connection with such premises), subject to the rights of 
Augusta and other Aircraft Operators to use such facilities jointly. The exact amount and location of the premises assigned 
to each Aircraft Operator on a preferential use basis as of the Effective Date is set forth on Exhibit "A-1". 

Augusta retains the right to permit any Aircraft Operator without sufficient Concourse Gate Positions for its flight 
operations to use a Concourse Gate Position over which an Aircraft Operator has a Preferential Assignment, provided that 
such Concourse Gate Position is not required by the Aircraft Operator with the Preferential Assignment for one of its 
scheduled flights. 

If an Aircraft Operator is required by the Executive Director to move its aircraft from an Aircraft Parking Position to 
accommodate another Aircraft Operator, such relocation shall be at the cost and expense of such other Aircraft Operator 
and the Executive Director shall designate a paved aircraft parking space in a reasonably convenient area of the Airport to 
accommodate the relocated aircraft. 

Common Use Premises. Each Aircraft Operator serving the Airport is hereby granted a license to use the Common Use 
Premises (together with all facilities, improvements, equipment and services which have been or may hereafter be 
provided for use in connection with such premises) in common with other Aircraft Operators serving the Airport. The 
exact amount and location of the Common Use Premises is set forth on Exhibit "A-3". 

Surrender of Possession. Each Aircraft Operator shall perform normal maintenance in its Premises and keep such premises 
in good clean and sanitary condition. An Aircraft Operator that vacates its Premises shall yield and deliver possession of 
the Premises to Augusta in clean and good condition, except for reasonable wear and tear and insured casualty. An Aircraft 
Operator may remove its trade fixtures from the Premises but shall be responsible for and pay to Augusta the amount 
reasonably determined by Augusta to be the cost of repairing any damage caused by the removal of such trade fixtures. 



§ 1-3-8.4 SPACE RENTALS AND USE CHARGES 

`    (a) Terminal Building Space Rentals. Each Airport Operator shall pay Terminal Rent to Augusta for its Premises, 
facilities, rights, licenses and privileges hereunder at (i) the Rental Rate per square foot for its Exclusive Use Premises, (ii) 
its proportionate share of the Preferential Use Requirement pursuant to the Preferential Use Formula, and (iii) its 
proportionate share of the Common Use Requirement pursuant to the Common Use Formula. The amounts required to 
calculate such rental are set forth below: 

Rental Rate for Exclusive Use Premises $30.00 per square foot 

Preferential Use Requirement $30.00 per square foot 

Common Use Requirement $30.00 per square foot 

Landing Fees. Each Aircraft Operator shall pay Landing Fees to Augusta for its use of the Airfield at the Airport at an 
annual landing fee rate of $1.50 per CMGLW. 

Monthly Report. Each Aircraft Operator shall furnish to Augusta on or before the 10th day of each month a true and 
accurate written report in a form satisfactory to the Executive Director showing the number of its Enplaned and Deplaned 
Passengers, Aircraft Operator's total number of Aircraft Arrivals by type of aircraft, CMGLW of each type of aircraft and 
the weight of air mail and air cargo (if any) loaded and unloaded by Aircraft Operator at the Airport during the 
immediately preceding month and a report of its percentage of on-time arrivals and departures to and from the Airport. If 
an Aircraft Operator should fail to furnish the required information to Augusta on or before the tenth (10th) day of such 
month, the Executive Director may estimate the missing information using any reasonable method. For example, the 
Executive Director may use an Aircraft Operator’s published schedule, the FAA's tower logs for the Airport, Aircraft 
Operator’s past history at the Airport or any other available information to reasonably approximate an Aircraft Operator’s 
CMGLW. Should the defaulting Aircraft Operator subsequently deliver to Augusta the required report for the month in 
question containing information which differs from the Executive Director’s estimate, the Executive Director may, but 
shall not be required to, make an adjustment to the fees payable by the defaulting Aircraft Operator based upon the late 
information. Any resulting deficits or credits from the recalculation shall be applied to the Aircraft Operator’s Terminal 
Rental or Landing Fee requirement as appropriate for the next succeeding month. 

Upon the request of the Executive Director each Aircraft Operator shall provide the Executive Director with a certification 
of the then current CMGLW for each aircraft type which it operates. 

Invoicing Terminal Rentals and Aircraft Parking Apron Rentals. Each month, in advance, Augusta will invoice each 
Aircraft Operator for the Terminal Rental applicable to its Premises. Airline shall also be invoiced monthly for and be 
required to pay its proportionate share of the rental for its use of the Preferential Use Premises and the Common Use 
Premises as determined by application of the Preferential Use Formula and the Common Use Formula. 

Invoicing Landing Fees. Upon receipt of the report referred to in subsection (c) above, Augusta will invoice each Aircraft 
Operator for Landing Fees computed by multiplying the CMGLW of all such Aircraft Operator's Aircraft Arrivals at the 
Airport during the preceding calendar month by the Landing Fee Rate. 

Payment of Invoices. All invoices for Terminal Rentals, Aircraft Parking Apron Fees, Landing Fees and other fees and 
charges shall be due and payable by the thirtieth (30th) day after the receipt of Augusta's invoice. Any invoice not paid by 
the thirtieth (30th) day after receipt of Augusta’s invoice shall be in default and shall be increased by a late charge per day 



in the amount of 1/20th of one percent per day of the fees and charges invoiced, assessed from the thirty first (31st) day 
after the date of receipt of Augusta's invoice until the date payment is received by Augusta. 

Augusta's invoice and Airline's payment shall be deemed to have been received as of the third (3rd) day after the date the 
same is postmarked as having been deposited in first class, United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the last 
known address of Augusta, or Aircraft Operator. 

Contract Security. Unless Aircraft Operator has provided regularly scheduled passenger flights to and from the Airport for 
the eighteen (18) months prior to the Effective Date of this Ordinance during which period such Aircraft Operator was not 
in default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport, such Aircraft Operator shall provide Augusta on the 
Effective Date (or the date upon Aircraft Operator commences service at the Airport) with Contract Security to guarantee 
the faithful performance by Aircraft Operator of its obligations under this Ordinance and the payment of all fees and 
charges due hereunder. Aircraft Operator shall be obligated to maintain such Contract Security in effect until the expiration 
of eighteen (18) consecutive months (including any period prior to the Effective Date of this Ordinance during which such 
Aircraft Operator provided regularly scheduled passenger flights to and from the Airport) during which such Aircraft 
Operator is not in default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport. Such Contract Security shall be in 
such form and with such company licensed to do business in the State of Georgia as shall be acceptable to Augusta in its 
reasonable discretion. In the event that any such Contract Security shall be for a period of less than the full 18 month 
period described above, or if such Contract Security may be canceled, then the Aircraft Operator shall provide a renewal or 
replacement Contract Security for the period following the expiration or cancellation of such Contract Security previously 
provided at least sixty (60) days prior to the date on which such previous Contract Security expires or at least sixty (60) 
days prior to the effective date of such cancellation. 

Default. If at any time an Aircraft Operator shall default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport, 
Augusta shall have the right, by written notice to such Aircraft Operator given at any time within ninety (90) days of such 
default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport, to impose or reimpose the requirements of subsection 
(g) on such Aircraft Operator. In such event, the defaulting Aircraft Operator shall within ten (10) days from its receipt of 
such written notice, provide Augusta with the required Contract Security and shall thereafter maintain such Contract 
Security in effect until the expiration of a period of eighteen (18) consecutive months during which such Aircraft Operator 
is not in default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to the Airport. The requirement to post Contract Security in 
the event of a default in the payment of its rentals, fees and charges to Augusta shall be in addition to all other rights and 
remedies available to Augusta to enforce payment or satisfaction of the defaulting Aircraft Operator’s obligation. 



§ 1-3-8.5 INDEMNITY AND INSURANCE. 

Upon entering the Airport and as an express condition for licenses granted to an Aircraft Operator, each Aircraft Operator 
agrees as follows:

    (a) Indemnity. Each Aircraft Operator shall indemnify, protect, defend and hold completely harmless Augusta, its 
members, officers, employees and agents from and against any and all liabilities (including without limitation, liability 
under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 9601, et.seq., or any 
other federal, state or local environmental statute, ordinance, regulation or rule), losses, suits, claims, demands, judgments, 
fines, penalties, damages, costs and expenses (including all costs for investigation and defense thereof, including but not 
limited to court costs, expert fees and reasonable attorneys’ fees prior to or after institution of legal proceedings and at 
both trial and appellate levels) which may be incurred by, charged to or recovered from any of the foregoing, (i) by reason 
or on account of damage to or destruction of the property of Augusta, or any property of, injury to or death of any person, 
resulting from or arising out of use, occupancy, or maintenance of such Aircraft Operator’s Premises or any improvements 
thereto, of such Aircraft Operator’s operations thereon, or any environmental matters relating thereto or the acts or 
omissions of such Aircraft Operator’s officers, agents, employees, contractors, subcontractors, invitees or licensees, 
regardless of where the damage, destruction, injury or death occurred, except to the extent that such liability, loss, suit, 
claim, demand, judgment, fine, penalty, cost or expense was proximately caused solely by the negligence or willful 
misconduct of Augusta or any person other than such Aircraft Operator or its officers, agents, employees, contractors, 
subcontractors, invitees or licensees. The Executive Director shall give such Aircraft Operator reasonable notice of any 
such claims or actions. The provisions of this section shall survive the expiration or earlier termination of the term of this 
Ordinance with respect to any acts or omissions occurring during the term.

The foregoing provisions of this section are not intended and shall not be construed to limit in any manner whatsoever the 
protection or benefits to which Augusta otherwise would be entitled as an additional insured under any liability insurance 
policy maintained or required to be maintained by an Aircraft Operator hereunder.

    (b) Liability Insurance Requirements. Each Aircraft Operator shall, at its own costs and expense, purchase, carry and 
keep in force during the term of this Ordinance automobile liability insurance (any auto, including owned autos, non-autos 
and hired autos), commercial general liability insurance (including, but not limited to premises/operations, 
products/completed operations, contractual, independent contractors, broad form property damage, and personal injury 
coverage, as applicable, and such other coverage as may from time to time as may be requested by Augusta, from time to 
time) and environmental liability coverage (including without limitation, liability under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 9601, et.seq., or any other federal, state or local environmental 
statute, ordinance, regulation or rule), protecting such Airline Operator, Augusta, its members, officers, employees and 
agents of each, each of whom shall be named as additional insureds, from and against any and all liabilities arising out of 
or relating to such Aircraft Operator’s use and occupancy of the Premises, or the conduct of its operations on the Airport 
(whether such operations are by such Aircraft Operator or its direct air carriers or contractors, or their agents, 
representatives or employees) and in such form and with such company or companies approved for issuance in the State of 
Georgia as Augusta may reasonably approve, with a combined single limit (or its equivalent) per occurrence of not less 
than the amount $100,000,000, with a deductible reasonably acceptable to Augusta, with a waiver of any right of 
subrogation that the insurer may have against Augusta, with contractual liability coverage for such Aircraft Operator’s 
covenants to and indemnification of Augusta under this Ordinance and with the insurance company obligated to use 
counsel reasonably acceptable to Augusta in carrying out its obligations to Augusta. This insurance shall provide that it is 
primary insurance as respects any other valid and collectible insurance Augusta may possess, including any self-insured 
retention or deductible Augusta may have, and that any other insurance Augusta does possess shall be considered excess 
insurance only. This insurance shall also provide that it shall act for each insured and each additional insured as though a 
separate policy has been written for each; PROVIDED, however, that this provision shall not operate to increase the policy 
limits of the insurance.



Each Aircraft Operator shall purchase and maintain fire and extended coverage insurance on, or shall self-insure, its 
contents, improvements, modifications, equipment, furnishings, betterments and other incidental personal property. 

The Aircraft Operators hereby releases and discharges Augusta from all claims or liabilities arising from or caused by fire 
or other casualty covered by insurance in effect on the Terminal Building or contents and personal property in, at or on the 
Terminal Building. All such policies shall include a waiver of subrogation with respect to the provisions of this Ordinance 
to the extent permitted by each party's insurance carrier. 

No Aircraft Operator shall do or permit to be done any act or thing upon the Airport which will invalidate or conflict with 
any outstanding insurance policies. 

Workers Compensation Insurance. If the nature of an Aircraft Operator's use or business operations on the Airport is such 
as to place any or all of its employees or any leased employees under the coverage of local workers' compensation or 
similar statutes, such Aircraft Operator shall obtain and also keep in force, at its expense, workers' compensation or similar 
insurance with a company or companies acceptable to Augusta affording the required statutory coverage and containing 
the requisite statutory limits. 

Certificate(s) of Insurance. At least three (3) business days prior to the commencement of the term of this Ordinance and at 
least ten (10) days prior to the expiration of any policy or policies heretofore provided hereunder by each Aircraft 
Operator, each Aircraft Operator shall cause its insurer to furnish Augusta with a certificate(s) of insurance, evidencing all 
of the required insurance coverage. Such certificate(s) shall provide that the policies of insurance referred to therein shall 
not be subject to cancellation, lapse or other material change except after delivery of written notice by certified or 
registered mail to Augusta at least thirty days prior to the effective date of such cancellation or material change. Each 
Aircraft Operator, no later than thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of such cancellation, lapse or material change 
shall provide Augusta with substitute certificate(s) of insurance complying with this Article. 

Each Aircraft Operator understands and agrees that the minimum limits of the insurance required in this Article may 
become inadequate during the period this Ordinance is in effect, and further agrees that Augusta may raise such minimum 
requirements to then current airport industry standards. 

If at any time an Aircraft Operator shall fail to obtain and maintain in force the insurance required herein, Augusta may but 
shall have no obligation to, on written notice to such Aircraft Operator, obtain such insurance for such Aircraft Operator’s 
account and obtain reimbursement within thirty (30) days. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Augusta may elect to terminate 
this the Aircraft Operator’s rights under this Ordinance immediately upon the failure to provide such insurance. 

    (e) Waiver of Damage. Each Aircraft Operator hereby expressly waives and releases any cause of action or right of 
recovery for compensation for any and all loss or damage sustained by reason of any fire, defect, deficiency or 
impairments of any of the services in or to the Premises or the Airport, including, but not limited to, electrical power, gas, 
telephone service, steam, heating, air conditioning, water supply, drainage or sewage systems, or from wires leading to or 
inside of any space or structure, or by reason of any loss resulting from the failure of any such system or facility unless 
such loss or damage is due to the negligence or willful misconduct of Augusta or its officers, agents or employees. 



§ 1-3-8.6 ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

By continuing to serve the Airport and paying the appropriate fee each Aircraft Operator acknowledges that it understands 
and will comply with the terms and conditions contained in this Ordinance. (Ord. #6407, July 3, 2001) 



§ 1-3-9. CREATION; APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF MEMBERS; VACANCIES. 

There shall be a board consisting of ten (10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County 
Legislative Delegation choose to appoint

(two members) to be known as the General Aviation Commission. Except as provided herein, all members of the General 
Aviation Commission shall be appointed by the Commission for terms of four (4) years. In case of a vacancy on such a 
commission for any cause prior to the expiration of the term of a member thereof, an appointment shall be made for the 
unexpired portion of such term.

    (a) Except as provided herein, members of the General Aviation Commission of the City of Augusta who were serving 
on said commission on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed and 
qualified.

    (b) Current members of the General Aviation Commission serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until 
their successors are appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent 
the districts as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Richard Isdell District 1 1/14/2002

(2) Linda Roberts District 2 3/31/2000

(3) Robert Moore District 3 1/14/2000

(4) Michael Cooper District 4 3/31/2000

(5) Appointment TBA District 5 3/31/98

(6) Bert Harbin District 6 1/1/98

(7) Marcie Wilhelmi District 7 1/14/2000

(8) R.A. McElmurry, Jr. District 8 3/31/2000

(9) Appointment TBA District 9 3/31/98

(10) Braye Boardman District 10 3/31/2000



 

    (c) The successor to the member representing District 6 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.

        (d) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections (b) and (c) hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified.

        (e) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed.

        (f) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year.



§ 1-3-10. MAYOR TO BE EX OFFICIO MEMBER; MEMBER TO SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATION. 

The mayor shall be an ex officio member of the General Aviation Commission and all other members of such commission 
shall serve without compensation.



§ 1-3-11. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.

The Chairman of the General Aviation Commission shall be elected annually by the General Aviation Commission.



§ 1-3-12. QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS. 

All appointees to the General Aviation Commission shall be citizens of Augusta-Richmond County who have at least ten 
(10) years business experience and have manifested some interest in the advancement of aviation.



§ 1-3-13. POWERS AND DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The General Aviation Commission shall take charge of Daniel Field and all other property incidental to the operation of 
Daniel Field owned by Augusta-Richmond County, and such commission shall take all necessary actions toward the 
construction, improving and repairing of such facility, including the construction, alteration and repair of buildings and the 
removal, lowering, marking and lighting of airport obstructions. Such commission shall be empowered to acquire any 
lands or property interest necessary either for construction or to protect such airports and the approaches thereto, make 
surveys and prepare plans and specifications for this purpose and to employ adequate personnel therefor.

The General Aviation Commission shall be expressly authorized and empowered to enter into contracts with airlines and 
other operators of aircraft for the use of such airport and airport facilities and shall be authorized to make the necessary 
contracts and agreements with the federal government or any branch or agency thereof in connection with air mail service 
in connection with the operation of such facility. Such commission shall also make studies of and put into operation 
facilities to raise additional revenue in connection with such facility, such facility to be operated by such commission or 
leased to a responsible person, whichever the commission deems most advantageous to Augusta-Richmond County; 
provided, that any contract made by such commission exceeding a term of one (1) year shall be subject to the approval of 
the Augusta-Richmond County Commission.



§ 1-3-14. AIRPORT MANAGER-EMPLOYMENT. 

The General Aviation Commission shall have the discretion of employing an airport manager for Daniel Field.



§ 1-3-15. SAME-POWERS, DUTIES, SALARY, ETC. 

Should the General Aviation Commission appoint any airport manager pursuant to the preceding section, such manager 
shall be paid a salary to be fixed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission and shall have immediate supervision and 
control of Daniel Field and related facilities and it shall be his duty to enforce all rules and regulations prescribed by such 
Commission, and such manager shall report to such Commission any violation thereof. He shall be charged with the duty 
of maintaining such airport and buildings thereon in good condition. (Ord. #6147, March 16,1999). 



§ 1-3-16. MEETING RULES; REPORTS TO AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY COMMISSION; INSPECTION 
OF MINUTES AND DOCUMENTS. 

The General Aviation Commission shall make its own rules with reference to meetings and shall make monthly reports to 
the Commission. All of their minutes and documents shall be readily available at all times to the Commission. 



§ 1-3-19. WHEN AIRCRAFT MAY BEGIN A TAKE-OFF.

It shall be unlawful for any aircraft to begin a take-off until there is no risk of collision with landing aircraft and until 
preceding aircraft are clear of the field. 



§ 1-3-20. HEIGHT OF AIRCRAFT WHEN OVER URBAN SERVICES DISTRICT OR ASSEMBLY OF 
PERSONS. 

Except when necessary for takeoff or landing, no person may operate an aircraft below the following altitudes: 

    (a) Anywhere. An altitude allowing, if a power unit fails, an emergency landing without undue hazard to persons or 
property on the surface. 

    (b) Over congested areas. Over any congested area of Richmond County, or over any open air assembly of persons, an 
altitude of 1,000 feet above the highest obstacle within a horizontal radius of 2,000 feet of the aircraft. 

    (c) Over other than congested areas. An altitude of 500 feet above the surface, except over open water or sparsely 
populated areas. In those cases, the aircraft may not be operated closer than 500 feet to any person, vessel, vehicle, or 
structure. 

    (d) Helicopters. Helicopters may be operated at less than the minimums prescribed in paragraph (b) or (c) of this section 
if the operation is conducted without hazard to persons or property on the surface. In addition, each person operating a 
helicopter shall comply with any routes or altitudes specifically prescribed for helicopters by the Administrator. 



§ 1-3-21. RIGHT TO USE OF FIELD BY LANDING AIRCRAFT. 

When landing and maneuvering in preparation to land, the aircraft at the greater height shall be responsible for avoiding 
the aircraft at the lower height, and shall, as regards landing, avoid all stationary aircraft, although a landing plane has the 
right of way over planes moving on the ground or taking off. 



§ 1-3-22. AIRCRAFT MOORED ON FLYING FIELD TO DISPLAY LIGHT AT NIGHT. 

Between one-half (½) hour after sunset and one-half (½) hour before sunrise all aircraft not in a hangar and which are 
moored or anchored on the flying field, shall show a white light visible for at least one (1) mile in all directions. 



§ 1-3-23. TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONS FOR HIRE. 

No private, commercial or industrial pilot shall transport any person for hire or reward until such pilot first exhibits to the 
airport manager the proper license as prescribed by the rules of the United States Department of Transportation. 



§ 1-3-24. ACROBATIC FLYING. 

No person shall acrobatically fly an aircraft from or over any aviation field under the jurisdiction of Augusta-Richmond 
County without the consent in writing of the Mayor and the airport management. 



§ 1-3-25. DROPPING OBJECTS FROM AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT. 

Except when necessary to the personal safety of the pilot, passengers or crew, when aircraft is in flight the pilot shall not 
drop or release, or permit any person to drop or release, any object or thing which may endanger life or injure property. 



§ 1-3-26. FLEXIBILITY OF PRECEDING REGULATIONS. 

The provisions of the preceding sections of this article may be deviated from when special circumstances render a 
departure necessary to avoid immediate danger or when such departure is required because of stress of weather conditions 
or other unavoidable cause. 



§ 1-3-27. REGULATIONS TO BE POSTED. 

A copy of the sections of this chapter regulating aircraft shall be posted in one or more conspicuous places on every flying 
field over which Augusta-Richmond County may have jurisdiction and suitable protection from the weather shall be 
provided in order to keep the contents thereof legible and distinctive. 



§ 1-3-28. RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGES AT FLYING FIELDS. 

Whenever any property damages occur at any flying field over which Augusta-Richmond County may have jurisdiction, 
which damages are caused by the negligence of aviators, automobile drivers or others, the person causing such damages 
shall be held responsible to Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-3-29. DEFINITIONS.

When used in this article, the following terms shall have the meaning ascribed to them by this section unless the context 
otherwise requires: 

    (a) Airport. The Daniel Aviation Field Municipal Airport. 

    (b) Airport hazard. Any structure or tree or use of land which obstructs the airspace required for the flight of aircraft in 
landing or taking off at the airport or is otherwise hazardous to such landing or taking off of aircraft. 

    (c) Nonconforming use. Any structure, tree or use of land which does not conform to a regulation prescribed in this 
chapter or an amendment thereto, as of the effective date of such regulation. 

    (d) Structure. Any object constructed or installed by man, including but not limited to buildings, towers, smokestacks 
and overhead transmission lines. 

    (e) Landing area. The area of the airport used for the landing, take-off or taxiing of aircraft. 

    (f) Tree. Any object of natural growth. 

       (g) Map. The airport approach standards map. 



§ 1-3-30. MAP TO BE FILED, ETC. 

A copy of the airport approach standards map shall be filed in the office of the Clerk of the Commission and be available 
for inspection upon request. 



§ 1-3-31. TO BE ESTABLISHED. 

All the land within the boundaries of the airport and within two (2) miles of the landing area of the airport shall be divided 
into airport approach zones and airport turning zones. The inner area of the airport approach zones shall be as shown on 
the map. The turning zones and the outer area of the airport approach zones shall be that area within two (2) miles of the 
boundaries of the landing area and the inner area of the airport approach zones. 



§ 1-3-32. HEIGHT LIMITS. 

Except as otherwise provided in this article no structure or tree shall be erected, altered, allowed to grow or maintained in 
any airport approach zone or airport turning zone to a height in excess of the following height limits: 

    (a) Inner area airport approach zones. As shown on map. 

    (b) Outer area airport approach zones. One hundred and fifty (150) feet above the elevation of the boundaries of the 
airport landing areas. 

    (c) Turning zones. One hundred and fifty (150) feet above the elevation of the boundaries of the airport landing areas. 



§ 1-3-33. RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF LAND WITHIN. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, no use may be made of land within any airport approach zone or 
airport turning zone in such a manner as to create electrical interference with radio communication between the airport and 
aircraft, make it difficult for flyers to distinguish between airport lights and others, result in glare in the eyes of flyers 
using the airport, impair the visibility in the vicinity of the airport or otherwise endanger the landing, taking off or 
maneuvering of aircraft. 



§ 1-3-34. EXISTING NONCONFORMING USES; STRUCTURES BEGUN BEFORE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
ARTICLE. 

The regulations prescribed in §§ 1-3-25 and 1-3-26 of this Chapter shall not be construed to require the removal, lowering 
or other change or alteration of any nonconforming use not conforming to the regulations as of the effective date hereof or 
otherwise to interfere with the continuance of any nonconforming use, and nothing contained in this article shall require 
any change in the construction, alteration, or intended use of any structure, the construction or alteration of which was 
begun prior to the effective date of this article, and is diligently prosecuted and completed within two (2) years thereof. 



§ 1-3-35. PERMIT REQUIRED TO ALTER, ERECT, ETC., STRUCTURES, CHANGE USE OF LAND, ETC., 
THEREIN--GENERALLY. 

No material change shall be made in the use of land, and no structure or tree shall be erected, altered, planted or otherwise 
established in any airport approach zone or airport turning zone unless a permit therefor shall have been applied for and 
granted. 



§ 1-3-36. SAME--APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS; WHEN PERMITS TO BE GRANTED. 

Every application for a permit required by the preceding section shall indicate the purpose for which the permit is desired 
with sufficient particularity to permit it to be determined whether the resulting use, structure or tree would conform to the 
regulations prescribed in this article. If such determination is in the affirmative, the permit applied for shall be granted. 



§ 1-3-37. SAME--EXISTING STRUCTURES, USES, ETC. 

Before any existing use, structure or tree may be replaced, substantially altered or repaired, rebuilt, allowed to grow higher 
or replanted, within an airport approach zone or airport turning zone, a permit must be secured authorizing such 
replacement, change or repair. No such permit shall be granted that would allow the establishment or creation of an airport 
hazard or permit a nonconforming use, structure or tree to be made or become higher, or become a greater hazard to air 
navigation, than it was on the effective date of this article or than it is when the application for a permit is made. Except as 
indicated, all applications for a permit for replacement, change or repair of an existing use, structure or tree shall be 
granted. 



§ 1-3-38. SAME--VARIANCES. 

Any person desiring to erect any structure or to increase the height of any structure, or permit the growth of any tree, or 
use his property, not in accordance with the regulations prescribed in this article may apply for a variance therefrom. A 
permit for such variance shall be allowed where a literal application or enforcement of the regulations would result in 
practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship and the relief granted would not be contrary to the public interest but do 
substantial justice and be in accordance with the spirit of this article. 



§ 1-3-39. SAME--SAME--PERMIT MAY BE CONDITIONED TO ALLOW AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY 
TO INSTALL, ETC., LIGHTS. 

Any permit or variance granted pursuant to the preceding section may, if such action is deemed advisable to effectuate the 
purposes of this article and reasonable in the circumstances, be so conditioned as to require the owner of the structure or 
tree in question to permit Augusta-Richmond County, at its own expense to install, operate and maintain thereon such 
markers and lights as may be necessary to indicate to flyers the presence of an airport hazard. 



§ 1-3-40. ADMINISTRATION OF ARTICLE--INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS TO ENFORCE REGULATIONS. 

The Director-Building Official (see § 7-1-27) is designated the administrative agency charged with the duty of 
administering and enforcing the regulations prescribed in this article. 



§ 1-3-41. SAME--APPEALS TO PLANNING COMMISSION FROM DECISION OF DIRECTOR-BUILDING 
OFFICIAL. 

    (a) Any person aggrieved, or taxpayer affected, by any decision of the Director-Building Official made in the 
administration of this article, if of the opinion that a decision of the Director-Building Official is an improper application 
of this article, may appeal to the planning commission. 

    (b) All appeals taken under this section must be taken within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the planning 
commission, by filing with the Director-Building Official and with the planning commission a notice of appeal specifying 
the grounds thereof. The inspector of buildings shall forthwith transmit to the planning commission all the paper 
constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

    (c) An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, unless the Director-Building Official 
certifies to the planing commission, after the notice of appeal has been filed with him, that by reason of the facts stated in 
the certificate a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property. In such case, proceedings shall not be 
stayed otherwise than by order of the planning commission on notice to the inspector of buildings and on due cause shown. 

    (d) The planning commission shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal, give public notice and due notice 
to the parties in interest, and decide the same within a reasonable time. Upon the hearing any party may appear in person 
or by agent or by attorney. 

    (e) The planning commission may, in conformity with the provisions of this article, reverse, or affirm, wholly or partly, 
or modify, the order, requirement, decision or determination appealed from and may make such order, requirement, 
decision or determination as ought to be made, and to that end shall have all the powers of the Director-Building Official. 

    (f) The planning commission shall make written findings of fact and conclusions of law giving the facts upon which it 
acted and its legal conclusions from such fact in reversing, or affirming or modifying any order, requirement, decision or 
determination which comes before it under the provisions of this article. 

    (g) The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the planning commission shall be sufficient to reverse any 
order, requirement, decision or determination of the Director-Building Official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on 
any matter upon which it is required to pass under this article, or to affect any variation in this article. 



§ 1-3-42. ADOPTION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS OF GENERAL AVIATION COMMISSION-FOR 
DANIEL FIELD. 

There is hereby adopted for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations for the operation of Daniel Field, Augusta 
Municipal Airport, those certain rules and regulations of the General Aviation Commission dated July 21, 1997, on file in 
the office of the Clerk of Commission, and the same are hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length 
herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling in the operations of such airport. Same are attached as an Exhibit to 
this Code. 



§ 1-4-1. APPOINTMENT; QUALIFICATIONS; PROHIBITION AGAINST APPOINTMENT TO MORE THAN 
ONE BOARD OR AUTHORITY

        (a) The Augusta-Richmond County Commission has the responsibility under the Augusta-Richmond County Code 
and its Ordinances, and certain Acts of the General Assembly, to appoint members to certain boards, commissions, 
committees, panels, and authorities. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission deems it to be in the best interest of the 
citizens of Richmond County to prohibit any one individual from being appointed to more than one permanent board, 
commission, committee, panel, or authority for which said Commission has the authority of appointment or ratifying 
appointments and to provide qualifications for members on same. 

    (b) No person who is serving on a permanent board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed 
by the former Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, the former City Council of Augusta, or the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, shall, while serving as such a member, be qualified to be appointed to any other such 
permanent board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity. 

    (c) No individual shall be eligible to be appointed to, or serve upon, any board, commission, authority, or other agency 
for which the Augusta-Richmond County Commission has the power of appointment, or the responsibility of approving 
appointments, who: 

(1) Has been convicted of a felony or a crime of moral turpitude, unless such individual 
has had his civil rights restored as provided by law; 

(2) Is under indictment for a felony or a crime of moral turpitude; or 

(3) Is not a resident of Richmond County, or fails to maintain his residency in Richmond 
County, except where otherwise permitted by law. 

     (d) It shall be the duty of any prospective appointee to any such permanent the Augusta-Richmond County Commission 
to indicate to the Augusta- board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed by Richmond County 
Commission, in advance of his appointment, his membership on any other such permanent board, commission, committee, 
panel, authority, or other such entity and his qualification to serve as provided herein. 

          (e) The Clerk shall notify any such appointee of his duty to notify the Augusta-Richmond County Commission of 
his membership on any other board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other such entity by appointment by the 
former Board of Commissioners of Richmond County, the former City Council of Augusta, or the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission and of his not being disqualified to serve for failing to meet the qualifications set forth in 
subparagraph (g) hereof..(Ord. # 6244, January 18, 2000) 



§ 1-4-11. DISSOLUTION OF AUTHORITY. 

Upon the dissolution or liquidation of the development authority of the county the directors shall, after paying or making 
provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the development authority, dispose and transfer all of the assets of the 
development authority exclusively to the Commission for the county.



§ 1-4-2. CODE OF ETHICS. 

    (a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, each member of any board, commission, committee, panel, 
authority, or other entity appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, shall, upon appointment to such entity, 
whether directly or upon ratification of the appointment recommended or nominated by another body or entity, be subject 
to the Code of Ethics and Rules of Conduct set forth in Title 1, Chapter 1, Articles 2 and 3 of this Code. (Ord. 6244, 
January 18, 2000)

    (b) Upon formal charges being filed with the Mayor of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission relative to a 
violation of the Code of Ethics set forth in subsection (a) hereof on the part of a member of any such board, commission, 
committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, the Augusta-
Richmond Commission shall conduct a hearing for the purpose of receiving evidence relative to the merits of such 
charges. The member so charged shall be given at least thirty (30) days written notice prior to such hearing. If such 
charges are found to be true, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall forthwith remove such member from such 
board, commission, committee, panel, authority, or other entity appointed by said Commission, and the vacancy shall be 
filled as provided by the Ordinance, Code, or special or general law providing for the membership of such entity. Any 
member removed from such entity shall have the right to judicial review of such decision by the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission by the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days after the service of the final decision of the 
Commission, or if a rehearing is requested, within thirty (30) days after the decision thereon. The petition shall be filed in 
the Superior Court of Richmond County, Georgia. Copies of the petition shall be served upon the Mayor of the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission. The petition shall state the nature of petitioner's interest, the facts showing that the 
petitioner is aggrieved by the decision, and the ground as specified herein upon which the petitioner contends that the 
decision shall be reversed or modified. The petition may be amended by leave of court.

    (c) The filing of the petition does not itself stay enforcement of the decision of the Commission. Except as otherwise 
provided, the Commission may grant, or the reviewing Court may order, a stay upon appropriate terms for good cause 
shown.

        (d) Within thirty (30) days after the service of the petition or within further time allowed by the Court, the 
Commission shall transmit to the reviewing Court the original or a certified copy of the entire record of the proceeding 
under review. By stipulation of all parties to the review proceedings, the record may be shortened. A party unreasonably 
refusing to stipulate to limit the record may be taxed by the Court for the additional costs. The Court may require or permit 
subsequent corrections or additions to the record.

        (e) If, before the date set for hearing, application is made to the Court for leave to present additional evidence and it 
is shown to the satisfaction of the Court that the additional evidence is material and there were good reasons for failure to 
present it in the proceedings before the Commission, the Court may order that the additional evidence be taken upon 
conditions determined by the Court. The Commission may modify its findings and decision by reason of the additional 
evidence and shall file that evidence and any modifications, new findings, or decisions with the reviewing Court.

        (f) The review shall be conducted by the Court without a jury and shall be confined to the record. In case of alleged 
irregularities in procedure before the Commission, not shown in the record, proof thereon may be taken in the Court. The 
Court, upon request, shall hear oral argument and receive written briefs.

        (g) The Court shall not substitute its judgment for that of the Commission as to the weight of the evidence on 
questions of fact. The Court may affirm the decision of the Commission. The Court may reverse or modify the decision if 
substantial rights of the petitioner have been prejudiced because the findings, inferences, conclusions, or decisions of the 



Commission are: (1) in violation of constitutional or statutory provisions; (2) in excess of the statutory authority of the 
Commission; (3) made upon unlawful procedures; (4) affected by other error of law; (5) clearly erroneous in view of the 
reliable, probative, and substantial evidence of the whole record; or (6) arbitrary and capricious or characterized by abuse 
of discretion or clearly unwarranted exercise of discretion.



§ 1-4-3. APPEALS.

In any appeal or contested case:

        (a) Irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious evidence shall be excluded. The rules of evidence as applied in the 
trial of civil nonjury cases in the superior courts shall be followed. When necessary to ascertain facts not reasonably 
susceptible of proof under such rules, evidence not admissible thereunder may be admitted, except where precluded by 
statute, if it is of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent men in the conduct of their affairs or it consists of a 
report of medical, psychiatric, or psychological evaluation of a type routinely submitted to and relied upon by an agency in 
the normal course of its business. Agencies shall give effect to the rules of privilege recognized by law. Objections to 
evidentiary offers may be made and shall be noted in the record. Subject to these requirements, when a hearing will be 
expedited and the interest of the parties will not be prejudiced substantially, any part of the evidence may be received in 
written form;

        (b) Documentary evidence may be received in the form of copies or excerpts if the original is not readily available. 
Upon request, parties shall be given an opportunity to compare the copy with the original or have it established as 
documentary evidence according to the rules of evidence applicable to the superior courts of this state;

        (c) A party may conduct such cross-examination as shall be required for a full and true disclosure of the facts; and

        (d) Official notice may be taken of judicially cognizable facts.



§ 1-4-4. REMOVAL; PROCEDURE. 

Upon good cause shown, including without limitation, a violation of the Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct set forth in 
Title 1, Chapter 1, Articles 2 and 3 or a failure to meet the qualifications set forth in § 1-4-1 hereof, the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission may remove from the membership of any board or authority any member which it has appointed to 
that board or authority. The procedure for such removal shall be as set forth in § 1-4-2(b) through (g) and § 1-4-3 above. 
(Ord. # 6244, January 18, 2000).



§ 1-4-6. PURPOSE.

It has heretofore been determined and declared an urgent, existing and future need for a development authority to function 
in Richmond County, Georgia, for the purpose of developing and promoting for the public good and general welfare trade, 
commerce, industry and employment opportunities in such county thereby promoting the general welfare of its citizenry.



§ 1-4-7. CREATION; BOARD OF DIRECTORS-COMPOSITION.

The public body corporate and politic known as the Development Authority of Richmond County shall continue in 
existence. There are hereby elected as members of the board of directors of the development authority nine (9) persons, 
each of whom is a taxpayer of the county and only one of whom may be an officer or employee of the county; provided, 
however, the initial appointments shall be made as follows:

    (a) Members of the Development Authority of Richmond County appointed are as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Charlene Sizemore 2 years 6/3/99

(2) Harrell Tiller 4 years 6/3/2001

(3) Monty Osteen 4 years 6/3/2001

(4) Abram Serrota 4 years 6/3/99

(5) Charles Walker 4 years 6/3/2001

(6) Terry Elam 4 years 6/3/2001

(7) Dr. Ronald Lewis 2 years 6/3/99

(8) Walter Hornsby 4 years 6/3/2001

(9) William Thompson 2 years 6/3/99

 



§ 1-4-8. TERMS OF MEMBERS.

Successors to the members named in § 1-4-7, members are to be appointed for four-year terms.



§ 1-4-9. DIRECTOR TO REMAIN IN OFFICE UNTIL SUCCESSOR ELECTED. 

If at the end of any term of office of any director a successor thereto shall not have been elected then the director whose 
term of office shall have expired shall continue to hold office until his successor shall be so elected.



§ 1-4-10. DUTIES.

The board of directors hereinbefore elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise its 
powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the development authorities law, as it now exists 
and as it might hereafter be amended or modified.



§ 1-4-12. USE OF AUTHORITY ASSETS, ETC. 

No part of the assets, income or profit of the development authority of the county shall be distributable to or inure to the 
benefit of the members of the board of directors of the development authority of the county or its officers or any officer or 
employee of the county.



§ 1-4-14. PURPOSE. 

It has heretofore been determined by the City Council of Augusta (the "City of Augusta" being hereinafter sometimes 
referred to as the "City") that there is an existing and urgent need to provide incentives for the investment of funds for the 
rehabilitation and the redevelopment of the central business district of the City.

It has further been determined and declared that adequate financing for the rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central 
business district of the City cannot be provided through the ordinary operation of private enterprise, and the involvement 
of a public agency as herein contemplated in such an undertaking would not be competitive with private enterprise.

The City Council of Augusta has heretofore determined that there is a need for a downtown Development Authority to 
function in the City to help finance the cost of rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central business district of the City.

The City Council of Augusta, after a thorough study and investigation, has heretofore determined that it is desirable and 
necessary that a Downtown Development Authority be activated to function in the City with the powers granted it by the 
Act to issue revenue bonds and bond anticipation notes for the purpose of providing funds to finance the cost of 
rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central business district of the City.

It has heretofore been determined and declared a pressing, existing and future need for a Downtown Development 
Authority (as more fully described in the Act) to function in the City for the purpose of providing adequate financing for 
the rehabilitation and redevelopment of the central business district of the City, thereby promoting the welfare of the 
people of the City of Augusta.



§ 1-4-15. CREATION; BOARD OF DIRECTORS--COMPOSITION, TERMS OF MEMBERS.

The Downtown Development Authorities Law (Ga. Laws 1981, p. 1744 et seq., as amended, codified as Chapter 36-42-4, 
Ga. Code Ann.) (the "Act"), which was enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, creates for every 
municipal corporation in the State of Georgia a public body corporate and politic to be known as the Downtown 
Development Authorities Law of such municipal corporation, which shall consist of a board of seven directors to be 
appointed by the governing body of such municipal corporation for initial terms of two, four and six years and thereafter 
for staggered terms of six years.

The public body corporate and politic known as the "Downtown Development Authority of the City of Augusta" 
(hereinafter referred to as the "Authority"), which Authority was created pursuant to the Act, Georgia Laws 1981 p. 1744 
et seq. heretofore activated, shall continue in existence. Said Act shall, by reference, be incorporated herein and made a 
part hereof.

There is hereby elected as members of the Board of Directors of the Authority seven (7) persons, each of whom is a 
taxpayer residing in the City and only one of whom may be an officer or employee of the City; provided, however, the 
initial appointments shall be made as follows:

    (a) Members of the Downtown Development Authority of the City of Augusta appointed are as herein set forth, to wit:

Term Of Office 

(1) William C. Calhoun 6 Years

(2) B. L. Dent 6 Years

(3) John Overstreet 6 Years

(4) John P. Timmerman, III 4 Years

(5) D. Hugh Connolly 4 Years

(6) Paul V. Fitch, II 2 Years

(7) H. M. Osteen, Jr. 2 Years

    (b) Each of said persons named as directors above shall serve in such capacity for the number of years set forth opposite 
their respective names; and if at the end of any term of office of any director, a successor thereto shall not have been 
elected as hereinafter provided, then the director whose term of office shall have expired shall continue to hold office until 
his successor shall be so elected. No person shall receive any compensation for serving as a director but a director may be 
reimbursed for his actual expenses incurred in the performance of his duties.



    (c) In the event that a director at any time ceases to be a taxpayer residing in the City, his eligibility to serve as a 
director shall cease, and his term of office shall end.

    (d) The Board of Directors hereinbefore elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and 
exercise its powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the Act as it now exists and as it might 
hereafter be amended or modified.



§ 1-4-16. DESIGNATION OF DEVELOPMENT AREA.

The central business district of the City is hereby designated as the downtown development area of the City as required by 
Section 3 of the Act and that said area and district are geographically constituted as follows:

From the west side of Fifteenth Street through the west side of East Boundary, and from the Savannah River through the 
south side of Laney Walker Boulevard.



§ 1-4-17. ACCORDANCE WITH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES LAW 

The board of directors hereinbefore elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise its 
powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the development authorities law, as it now exists 
and as it might hereafter be amended or modified.



§ 1-4-56. PURPOSE; COMMISSIONERS; TAX-EXEMPT STATUS OF ITS PROPERTY; POWER TO 
CONTRACT. 

    (a) It has heretofore been determined that there is need for a housing authority, as contemplated by the Georgia Laws of 
1937, in Richmond County, Georgia, by reason of unsanitary and unsafe inhabited dwelling accommodations in such 
county, and a shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations in such county for persons of low income at rentals 
they can afford. 

    (b) Five (5) persons of the county shall be appointed as commissioners of the housing authority, such appointees to be 
appointed for the terms and for the purposes as set out in the Housing Authorities Laws of Georgia of 1937; and in the 
event the appointment of one (1) or more of the five (5) persons designated as a commissioner of the housing authority is 
not approved by the Governor of Georgia, then in that event the appointing authority is hereby empowered to appoint such 
persons as it deems wise until there are appointed five (5) commissioners of the county, the appointment of whom is 
approved by the Governor of Georgia. 

  (c) Any and all appointees as a commissioner of the housing authority shall accept such appointment divested of any 
authority as stated in section 21 of the housing authorities law, to wit: 

"and such property and authority shall be exempt from all taxes and special assessments of Augusta-Richmond County, the 
county, the state or any political subdivision thereof...." 

and the housing authority is hereby declared to be divested at all times of holding or possessing any property exempt from 
taxes and special assessments of the county, the state and/or Augusta-Richmond County. However, the governing bodies 
of the county or of Augusta-Richmond County or of the state in their discretion respectively may exempt from all taxes 
and/or any special assessments, or any taxes or any special assessments, such property as owned, held or possessed by the 
housing authority. 

    (d) No commissioner of the housing authority nor the housing authority shall have any power, nor shall he nor it make 
any contract of any nature, either of employment or otherwise, to bind the county for the payment of any sum whatsoever, 
without first obtaining the written authority of such Commission, in regular meeting of such Commission. 

[State law references: Purpose of housing authority, Ga. Code Ann., § 8-3-2; appointment, qualifications and tenure of 
commissioners of housing authority, Ga. Code Ann., § 8-3-50; tax-exempt status of property of housing authority, Ga. 
Code Ann., § 8-3-8.]



§ 1-4-60. PURPOSE. 

There has previously been determined and declared by the Board of Commissioners of Richmond County a pressing, 
existing and future need for a hospital authority to function in the area included within the county for the purpose of the 
prevention of disease, cure of disease, administering to the sick and the rendering of medical and surgical service to the 
citizens of the designated area, and to construct, maintain, modernize, repair and otherwise provide adequate and necessary 
hospital and other medical facilities effectively to carry out the named purposes and other purposes incidental thereto and 
usually connected therewith.



§ 1-4-61. CREATION. 

The body corporate and politic known as The Richmond County Hospital Authority previously created by the Board of 
Commissioners of Richmond County is hereby ratified and confirmed, which authority shall consist of a board of nine (9) 
trustees with all the powers, privileges, immunities, rights and liabilities as set forth in the constitutional amendment to 
article 7, section 6 of the Constitution of the State of Georgia and the Statutes of Georgia, including particularly Georgia 
Acts of 1941, page 241 et seq.

[State law reference: Creation of hospital authority, Ga. Code Ann., § 31-7-72.]



§ 1-4-62. BOARD OF TRUSTEES--VACANCIES; TERM OF MEMBERS. 

Upon the death or resignation or inability of any trustee to serve prior to the expiration of his term, then the Commission of 
the county shall appoint a successor or successors for the unexpired term or terms as hereinafter provided. Each 
appointment to the board of trustees shall be made for a period of four (4) years. All members of the board of trustees shall 
be appointed to serve until their term expires or until a successor has been appointed.

[State law reference: Hospital authorities generally, Ga. Code Ann., § 31-7-70 et seq.]



§ 1-4-63. SAME--COMPOSITION. 

(a) The hospital authority shall consist of nine (9) members, who shall be residents of Richmond County. The members of 
the hospital authority shall represent the broad interests of the community and shall not use personal influence for the gain 
of specific individuals or groups.

(b) Of the nine (9) members of the hospital authority at least one member must be of the Jewish faith, at least one (1) 
member of the Catholic faith, at least one (1) member of the Black race, and two (2) members must be active medical staff 
members of the University Hospital.



§ 1-4-64. SAME--SAME--ADDITIONAL MEMBERS. 

Two (2) trustees shall be selected and appointed from the members of the active medical staff of the University Hospital 
who are residents of Richmond County. These two (2) new members shall be appointed effective January 1, 1970, with the 
initial appointment of one of the members to be for two (2) years and the other for four (4) years. At the expiration of these 
initial terms, each appointment thereafter shall be for a period of four (4) years. For each such additional member, and for 
the appointment to fill the vacancy upon the expiration of the term of each such additional member, the hospital authority 
shall select three (3) names from a list of ten (10) submitted to it by the active medical staff; and the appointment shall 
then be made from this list pursuant to the procedure now in force for the appointment of trustees.



§ 1-4-65. SAME--SUCCESSOR TRUSTEES. 

Appointment of successor trustees shall be made by the Commission as hereinafter provided from the names of three (3) 
persons first submitted by the county hospital authority to the Metropolitan-Augusta Hospital and Health Planning Council 
for their consideration, and then submitted to the Commission by the said council; however, the name of no person shall be 
submitted by the hospital authority to the Metropolitan-Augusta Hospital and Health Planning Council for consideration 
for appointment to the board of trustees unless and except that the person whose name is being submitted for membership 
shall have been personally consulted with by the hospital authority, and has agreed to serve in the event of his 
appointment; and all shall be residents of the county.



§ 1-4-66. SAME--ADVISORS AND THEIR SELECTION AND QUALIFICATIONS. 

In addition to the regular members of the board of trustees of the hospital authority, the Commission shall have the 
authority to designate one of the members of the Commission as an advisor to the board of trustees of the hospital 
authority; and the Woman's Board of the University Hospital shall likewise have the right to appoint one of its members as 
an advisor to the board of trustees, but such advisors shall not be members of the board of trustees, shall have no voting 
power in matters handled by such board and their services shall be advisory only in all matters.



§ 1-4-67. AREA OF OPERATION. 

The area of operation of the hospital authority is hereby defined as including all of the territorial limits and affecting all the 
citizens within the limits of the boundary of the county.



§ 1-4-68. NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION PROGRAM

The hospital authority shall not participate in the unemployment compensation program.



HOSPITAL AUTHORITY OF AUGUSTA 

§ 1-4-76. PURPOSE. 

There has previously been determined and declared by the City Council of Augusta to be an existing and future need for a 
Hospital Authority (as more fully described and defined in the Hospital Authorities law), to function in Augusta and its 
environs for the purpose of providing certain additional health care facilities for the residents of Augusta and its environs 
thereby promoting the general welfare of the citizenry of Augusta. 



§ 1-4-77. CREATION; NAME CHANGE. 

The public body corporate and politic known as the Hospital Authority of the City of Augusta which was previously 
created by the force and effect of the Hospital Authorities Law, and by the City Council of Augusta, is hereby ratified and 
confirmed and shall hereafter be named the Hospital Authority of Augusta. 



§ 1-4-78. INITIAL MEMBERS. 

The Board of Trustees of the Hospital Authority of Augusta shall be composed of the following named persons, each of 
whom is a resident of Augusta-Richmond County: 

Term of Office 

(1) Catherine J. Cato 2 years 

(2) Rev. Clyde Hill, Sr. 2 years 

(3) Pat Blanchard 2 years 

(4) Greg Hodges 4 years 

(5) Rodger Giles 4 years 

 



§ 1-4-79. SERVICE THROUGH TERM OF OFFICE. 

Each of said persons named as trustees above shall serve in such capacity for the number of years set forth opposite their 
respective names, and if at the end of any term of office of any trustee, a successor thereto shall not have been elected 
pursuant to the procedure set forth in the Hospital Authorities Law, then the trustee whose term of office shall have 
expired shall continue to hold office until his or her successor shall be so elected. 



§ 1-4-80. OPERATION OF BOARD. 

The Board of Trustees hereinabove elected shall organize itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise its 
powers and prerogatives in accordance with the terms and provisions of the Hospital Authorities Law as it now exists and 
as it might hereafter be amended and modified.



§ 1-4-81. CREATION. 

There is hereby created a planning commission with the membership, powers and duties as set forth herein. The 
commission created herein shall be known as the Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission. 



§ 1-4-82. MEMBERSHIP, TERMS OF OFFICE AND COMPENSATION. 

    (a) The Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Planning Commission) shall 
consist of ten (10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose 
to appoint two members) to be appointed for terms of four (4) years; provided, however, the initial appointments shall be 
made as follows: 

        (1) There shall be one (1) member who resides in each of the ten (10) districts of Augusta-Richmond County 
appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

        (2) Except as provided herein, members of the Planning Commission of Richmond County and the City of Augusta 
who were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are 
appointed and qualified. 

        (3) Members of the Planning Commission serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors 
are appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as 
herein set forth, to wit: 

Term Expires Patricia Jefferson District 1 2/1/99 

a. Thelma Mack District 2 3/31/2000 

b. Nick Dickinson District 3 3/31/98 

c. Richard Colclough District 4 4/1/99 

d. Frank Knapp, III District 5 3/31/98 

e. Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000 

f. James Randall Hall District 7 3/31/98 

g. Hugh Fulcher, Jr District 8 3/31/2000 

h. Margaret Armstrong District 9 3/31/98 

i. Ed Dickerson District 10 2/1/98 

 



        (4) The successor to the member representing District 1 shall serve until March 31, 2002, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified. 

        (5) The successors to the members representing Districts 4 and 10 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. 

        (6) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 3, 4 and 5 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 

        (7) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

        (8) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

    (b) In the event of a vacancy by reason of a death, disqualification, resignation or other reason, the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission shall appoint a person to serve the remainder of the term of such member. 

    (c) No vacancy on the Planning Commission shall impair the right of the quorum to exercise all of their rights and 
perform all of the duties of the Planning Commission. 

    (d) The Chairman of the Planning Commission shall not be entitled to vote upon any issue, motion or resolution, except 
where his vote will change the result on said motion, resolution or question. 

    (e) Members of the Planning Commission shall serve for such compensation as shall be established by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission. 

    (f) No member of the Planning Commission may be removed from office prior to the expiration of his term except for 
cause after having been given notice and afforded a hearing before the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. Prior to 
said hearing, said member shall be served by registered or certified mail addressed to his residence as shown in the files of 
the Planning Commission, at least ten (10) days before the date set for said hearing with written specifications of the 
charges against him. 



§ 1-4-83. ORGANIZATION, RULES, STAFF, FINANCES. 

    (a) The Planning Commission shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman from its members. The terms of office of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be one (1) year with eligibility for reelection to no more than two (2) consecutive 
terms. 

    (b) The Planning Commission may appoint a secretary who may be an official or employee of the Planning 
Commission, or of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

    (c) The Planning Commission shall make its own rules of procedure in accordance with the general provisions of this 
ordinance and determine its time and place of meeting. All meetings of the Planning Commission, at which official actions 
are taken, shall be a public record. 

    (d) The Planning Commission is empowered to appoint such employees, consultants, legal counsel, and staff as it may 
deem necessary for its work and may contract with municipal planning and other consultants for such services as it may 
require for the performance of its work. 

    (e) The Planning Commission may purchase such equipment and supplies as it may deem necessary. 

    (f) The expenditures of the Planning Commission, exclusive of gifts and grants, shall be within the amounts approved 
for it by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 



§ 1-4-84. PRINCIPAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

It shall be the function and duty of the Planning Commission to make such careful and comprehensive surveys and studies 
of existing conditions and probable future developments and to prepare such plans for physical, social and economic 
growth as will best promote the public health, safety, morals, convenience, prosperity, or the general welfare as well as 
efficiency and economy in the development of Augusta-Richmond County. In particular, the Planning Commission shall 
have the power and duty to: 

    (a) Prepare a master plan or parts thereof for the development of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (b) Prepare and recommend for adoption to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission a zoning ordinance and map or 
maps. 

    (c) Prepare and recommend for adoption to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission regulations for the subdivision 
of land within its political jurisdiction. 



§ 1-4-85. MISCELLANEOUS POWERS AND DUTIES. 

In addition to the principal powers and duties set forth above, the Planning Commission may: 

    (a) Cooperate with, contract with, or accept funds from Federal, State or local governments, public or semipublic 
agencies or private individuals or corporations; expend such funds; and carry out such cooperative undertakings and 
contracts as may be necessary for the performance of its duties and to promote the planning of Augusta-Richmond County, 
including the authority to enter into agreements with jurisdictions and agencies in adjacent counties and states. 

    (b) Prepare, publish and distribute maps, plans, reports and recommendations relating to the planning and development 
of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (c) Recommend to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission programs for public improvements and the financing 
thereof. 

    (d) Secure, within a reasonable time, from all public officials such available information as it may require for its work. 

    (e) In the performance of its functions, enter upon land, make examinations and surveys, and place and maintain 
necessary signs, monuments or markings thereon. 

    (f) Any other function or duty which may from time to time be delegated to the Planning Commission by order, 
directive, ordinance or resolution of the Commission of Augusta-Richmond County, or officials thereof. 



§ 1-4-86. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES--MASTER PLAN. 

    (a) It shall be the duty of the Planning Commission to make a master plan of Augusta-Richmond County and to perfect 
it from time to time. 

    (b) Such master plan may show, among other things, the following: 

        (1) Existing and proposed streets, highways, expressways, bridges, tunnels and viaducts and approaches thereto; 
routes of railroads and transit lines; terminals, ports and airports. 

        (2) Parks, playgrounds, forests and other public open spaces. 

        (3) Sites for public buildings, structures and facilities. 

        (4) Land areas for residential, business, industrial, recreational, agricultural, forestry, and special purposes and uses. 

        (5) Limited development areas for purposes of conservation, water supply, sanitation, drainage, historic preservation, 
protection against flooding and similar environmental considerations. 

        (6) Areas for housing development, slum clearance, and urban renewal and redevelopment. 

        (7) Location of public utilities whether publicly or privately owned, including but not limited to sewerage and water 
supply systems. 

        (8) Zoning districts and other planning features. 

        (9) Time and priority schedules and cost estimates for the accomplishment of the proposals. 

    (c) The master plan shall be based upon and include appropriate studies of the location and extent of present and 
anticipated other pertinent data. 

    (d) Such plan may be adopted, added to and changed from time to time by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 
It shall be a public record, but its purpose and effect shall be solely to aid the Planning Commission in the performance of 
its duties. 



§ 1-4-87. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES--ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAPS. 

    (a) It shall be the duty of the Planning Commission to prepare and recommend for adoption to the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission a zoning ordinance and map or maps. The purpose of such ordinance and map or maps shall be to 
regulate: 

        (1) The location, height, bulk, number of stories, and size of buildings and other structures. 

        (2) The percentage of lot which may be occupied, the sizes of yards, courts, and other open areas. 

        (3) The density and distribution of population and dwelling units. 

        (4) Land areas designated for business and industrial use, residences, recreation, agriculture, forestry, conservation, 
historic preservation, water supply, sanitation, protection against floods, governmental activity and other special purposes. 

    (b) The map or maps shall divide Augusta-Richmond County into districts of such number, shape and size as the 
Planning Commission may determine; and within such districts it may regulate the erection, construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, and use of buildings and structures and uses of land. All such regulations shall be uniform for each class or kind 
of building throughout each district, but the regulations in one district may differ from those in other districts. 

    (c) At such time the Commission of Augusta-Richmond County deems it necessary to enact an entirely new zoning 
ordinance and map or maps, the governing bodies shall hold a public hearing thereon, at least fifteen (15) days notice of 
the time and place of which shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in Augusta-Richmond County. All 
procedural standards set forth in the Official Code of Georgia shall be complied with. 

        (1) No change or departure from the text or maps, as certified by the Planning Commission, shall be made unless 
such change or departure is first submitted to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. 

        (2) The Planning Commission shall have thirty (30) days within which to submit its report. If the Planning 
Commission fails to submit a report within a thirty-day period, it shall be deemed to have approved the change or 
departure. 

    (d) The zoning ordinance, including the map or maps, may be amended from time to time; but no amendment shall 
become effective unless it shall have been proposed by or shall have first been submitted to the Planning Commission for 
review and recommendation. 

        (1) The Planning Commission shall conduct, on behalf of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, all public 
hearings on proposed amendments to the zoning ordinance and maps. 

        (2) Policies and procedures as specified by the official Code of Georgia shall be followed by the Planning 
Commission in considering such public hearings. 



§ 1-4-88. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. 

    (a) The City Council of Augusta and the Board of Commissioners of Richmond County has heretofore created and 
appointed a Zoning Board of Appeals for Augusta-Richmond County. Said Board if hereby continued and shall be known 
as the Augusta-Richmond County Board of Zoning Appeals and is hereinafter referred to as the Appeals Board as is 
hereinafter provided. At their discretion, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission may, by ordinance, designate the 
Planning Commission to act as the Appeals Board of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (b) If the Planning Commission is designated to act as the Appeals Board of Augusta-Richmond County, then: 

        (1) Such authority shall be in addition to the powers and duties of the Planning Commission set forth herein and shall 
be carried out in accordance with the provisions of this Section; and 

        (2) Section 1-4-82 of this article shall apply to the membership, terms of office and compensation and § 1-4-83 of 
this article shall apply to the organization, rules, staff, and finances of the Appeals Board in the event that the Planning 
Commission is designated by ordinance to act as the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

    (c) If said Appeals Board is separate from the Planning Commission, then said Appeals Board shall consist of ten (10) 
members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two 
members) to be appointed for terms of four years, provided; however, the initial appointments shall be made as follows: 

        (1) There shall be one (1) member who resides in each of the ten (10) districts of Augusta-Richmond County 
appointed by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 

        (2) Except as provided herein, members of the Appeals Board of Richmond County and the City of Augusta who 
were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed 
and qualified. 

        (3) Members of the Appeals Board serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as herein 
set forth, to wit: 

a. Jacqueline Fason District 1 3/31/98 

b. Dr. I.E. Washington District 2 4/4/98 

c. Jewel Childress District 3 3/31/98 

d. Emmerstine Mackie District 4 3/31/2000 

e. George Mitchell District 5 3/31/98 



f. Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000 

g. K. Glenn Watson District 7 3/31/98 

h. Hardie Davis, Jr District 8 3/31/2000 

i. Thelonius Jones District 9 3/31/98 

j.DonGrantham District 10 3/31/2000 

 

        (4) The successor to the member representing District 2 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified. 

        (5) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 3 and 4 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 

        (6) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

        (7) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

         (8) Thereafter, members appointed by the Commission of Augusta-Richmond County shall serve a term of four (4) 
years. 

        (9) All members shall be eligible for re-appointment to said Appeals Board upon expiration of their terms.

        (10) Any vacancy in membership shall be filled for the unexpired term by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission.

        (11) Any member may be removed for cause, on written charges, after a public hearing by the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. 

        (12) All members of the Appeals Board shall serve for such compensation as shall be established by the 
Commission. 



        (13) None of the members shall hold any other public office or position with Augusta-Richmond County, except that 
one (1) member may also be a member of the Planning Commission. 

    (d) The Board of Zoning Appeals shall elect one (1) of its members as chairman, who shall serve a one (1) year term or 
until reelected or a successor is elected. 

        (1) The Chairman shall have the power to vote on matters before the Appeals Board only where his vote will change 
the result. 

        (2) The Appeals Board shall appoint a secretary who may be an official or employee of Augusta-Richmond County 
or of the Planning Commission. 

        (3) The Appeals Board shall adopt rules in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance. 

        (4) Meetings of the Appeals Board shall be held at the call of the Chairman and at such other times as the Appeals 
Board may determine. 

        (5) The Chairman, or in his absence the acting Chairman, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of 
witnesses by subpoena. 

        (6) The Appeals Board shall keep minutes of its proceeding, showing the vote of each member upon each question 
or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all 
of which shall be immediately filed in the office of the secretary of the Appeals Board and shall be a public record. 

    (e) Appeals to the Board of Zoning Appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved, or by any official, department head, 
board or bureau of Augusta-Richmond County affected by a decision of an administrative officer. Such appeal shall be 
taken within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the Appeals Board, by filing with the secretary of the Appeals 
Board a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. 

        (1) Upon notice by the secretary of a filing of appeal, the official from whom the appeal is taken shall forthwith 
transmit to the Appeals Board all papers constituting a record upon which the action appealed was taken. 

        (2) An appeal stays all legal proceedings in furtherance of action appealed from, unless the official from whom the 
appeal is taken certifies to the Appeals Board, after notice of appeal shall have been filed with him, that by reason of facts 
stated in the certificate, a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life and property. In such a case, proceedings 
shall not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which may be granted by the Appeals Board or by a court on 
application, on notice to the officer from whom the appeal is taken, and on due cause shown. 

        (3) Upon receipt of notice of appeal in a form prescribed by the Appeals Board, the Board of Zoning Appeals shall: 

            a. Fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal or other matter referred to it. 

            b. Publish once in a newspaper of general circulation in Augusta-Richmond County a notice of public hearing on 
the appeal. Such notice shall be published at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing and shall indicate the 



time and place of the hearing and the nature of the appeals to be considered by the Appeals Board. 

            c. Send postal cards or letters to property owners of record whose property lies within a 300-foot radius of the 
property subject to the appeal, giving notice of the time, place and nature of appeal. 

    (f) The Appeals Board shall have the following powers: 

        (1) To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is error in any order, requirement, decision or 
determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement of the zoning ordinance adopted by Augusta-
Richmond County pursuant to this division. 

        (2) To hear and decide special exceptions to the terms of the zoning ordinance upon which the Appeals Board is 
required to pass under such ordinance. 

        (3) To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the terms of the zoning ordinance as will not be 
contrary to the public interest where, owing to special conditions, literal enforcement of the provisions of the zoning 
ordinance will, in an individual case, result in an unnecessary hardship, so that the spirit of the zoning ordinance shall be 
observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done. Such variance may be granted in such individual 
case of unnecessary hardship upon finding by the Appeals Board that: 

            a. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in question 
because of its size, shape or topography; and 

            b. The application of the zoning ordinance to this particular piece of property would create an unnecessary 
hardship; and 

            c. Such conditions are peculiar to the particular piece of property involved; and 

            d. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purposes and intent of 
the zoning ordinance; however, no variance may be granted for the use of land or building or structure which is prohibited 
by the zoning ordinance. 

        (4) In exercising the above powers, the appeals board may, in conformity with the provisions of this section, reverse 
or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination; and to that end, the board 
shall have all of the powers of the officer from whom the appeal is taken and may issue or direct the issuance of a permit. 

    (g) Any person or persons severally or jointly aggrieved by any decision of the Appeals Board or with any official 
charged with the enforcement of any order, requirement or decision of said board may take an appeal to the Superior Court 
of Richmond County, Georgia. Said appeal shall be the same as an appeal to the superior court from any decision made by 
the probate court, except that said appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) days from the date of the decision of the Appeals 
Board or of any official charged with the enforcement of any order, requirement or decision in connection therewith; and 
upon failure to file said appeal within thirty (30) days, the decision of the Appeals Board shall be final. 



§ 1-4-89. PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES, SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. 

    (a) From and after the time that the Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission established in accordance with 
this article shall have prepared and adopted a master plan or at least the major street portion of such master plan and shall 
have recommended to the governing body of Augusta-Richmond County regulations for the subdivision of land within 
Augusta-Richmond County, which regulations shall have been adopted by the governing bodies, then no plat of a 
subdivision of land within Augusta-Richmond County shall be filed or recorded in the office of the clerk of the superior 
court of the county until it shall have been submitted to and approved by the Planning Commission and such approval 
entered in writing on the plat by the secretary of the Planning Commission. The clerk of the superior court shall not file or 
record a plat of a subdivision which does not have the approval of the Planning Commission as required by this division. 

    (b) The Planning Commission shall prepare and recommend to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for 
adoption regulations governing the subdivision of land within Augusta-Richmond County. At their discretion, the 
Commission may readopt such subdivision regulations, along with any amendments, which may have been adopted and in 
force pursuant to authority which existed prior to and were superseded by the ratification of the home rule provisions of 
the Constitution of the State of Georgia; however, such regulations shall generally conform to the provisions of this 
division. 

    (c) Subdivision regulations prepared by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission for adoption may provide, in whole or in part, for: 

        (1) The harmonious development of Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (2) The coordination of streets within subdivisions with other existing or planned streets; 

        (3) The size of blocks and lots; 

        (4) The dedication or reservation of land for streets, school sites, and recreation areas and easements for utilities and 
other public services and facilities; and 

        (5) A distribution of population, dwelling units and traffic which will tend to create conditions favorable to health, 
safety, convenience, prosperity or general welfare. 

    (d) Such regulations may include requirements as to the extent to which and the manner in which streets shall be 
graded, surfaced and improved; and water, sewers, septic tanks and other utility mains, piping, connections, or other 
facilities shall be installed as a condition precedent to the approval of a subdivision plat. Such regulations may provide 
that, in lieu of the completion of such work and installations previous to the final approval of a plat, the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission may accept a bond, in an amount and with surety and conditions satisfactory to it or a 
valid contract for the performance of the work and installations along with a letter of guarantee for the subdivider, 
providing for and securing to Augusta-Richmond County the actual construction and installation of improvements and 
utilities within a period specified by the Planning Commission and expressed in the bond or letter of guarantee. 

    (e) The subdivision regulations may be amended from time to time; but no amendment shall become effective unless it 
shall have been proposed by or shall have first been submitted to the Planning Commission for review and 
recommendation. 



        (1) The Planning Commission shall conduct, on behalf of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission all public 
hearings on proposed amendments to the subdivision regulations. 

        (2) The Planning Commission shall hold such hearings after giving at least fifteen (15) days' notice of the time and 
place in a newspaper of general circulation in Augusta-Richmond County. The Planning Commission shall have thirty 
(30), days within which to submit its report; and, if the planning commission fails to submit a report within the thirty (30) 
day period, it shall have deemed to approve the proposed amendment. 

        (3) The Planning Commission is hereby given the authority to give tentative approval or disapproval to preliminary 
plats and to approve or disapprove final plats, but in each case their action shall be taken within thirty (30) days after the 
submission thereof, otherwise, such plat shall be deemed to have been approved and a certificate to that effect shall be 
issued by the Planning Commission on demand; however, the applicant for the Planning Commission's approval may 
waive this requirement and consent to the extension of such period. The ground for disapproval of any plat shall be stated 
upon the records of the Planning Commission. 

    (f) The approval of a plat by the Planning Commission shall not be deemed to constitute or effect an acceptance by 
Commission or the public of the dedication of any street or other ground upon the plat. 

    (g) From and after the time Augusta-Richmond County have adopted subdivision regulations in accordance with this 
article: 

        (1) Unless provided for by exemption within said regulations, an owner or agent of an owner of any land to be 
subdivided who transfers or sells or agrees to sell or negotiate to sell such land by reference to or exhibition of or by other 
use of a plat of subdivision of such land before such plat has been approved by the Planning Commission and recorded in 
the office of the clerk of Superior Court in Richmond County shall be in violation of this division; and the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, through the Augusta-Richmond County attorney, may enjoin or set aside such transfer, 
sale or agreement by appropriate action. 

        (2) The Augusta-Richmond County Commission or other public authority shall not accept, lay out, open, improve, 
grade, pave or light any street or lay or authorize the laying of any water mains, sewers, connections, or other facilities or 
utilities in any street within Augusta-Richmond County unless such street shall have been accepted or opened as, or shall 
otherwise have received the legal status of, a public street prior to the adoption of said subdivision regulations, or unless 
such street corresponds in its location and lines with a street shown on a subdivision plat approved by the Planning 
Commission or on a street plat prepared for and adopted by the Planning Commission. 

        (3) No building permit shall be issued for and no building or other structure shall be erected on any lot within 
Augusta-Richmond County unless the street giving access to the lot shall be accepted or opened as, or shall otherwise have 
received the legal status of, a public street prior to that time, or unless such street corresponds in its location and lines with 
a street shown on a subdivision plat approved by the Planning Commission or on a street plat prepared for and adopted by 
the Planning Commission or with a street located and accepted by the governing body of Augusta-Richmond County. Any 
building erected in violation of this division or the duly adopted subdivision regulations shall be deemed an unlawful 
structure; and the chief building inspection official, Augusta-Richmond County attorney, or other official designated by 
the governing body may bring appropriate action to enjoin such erection or cause it to be vacated or removed. 



§ 1-4-90. CUMULATIVE POWERS. 

All powers and authority granted by this division to the Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission shall be 
cumulative and in addition to all other powers and authority said Planning Commission now has or may later have under 
other laws. 



§ 1-4-91. AMENDMENTS TO ZONING ORDINANCE, MAP AND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. 

Any amendments to the Augusta-Richmond County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, the zoning maps, and any 
amendments to the subdivision regulations of land shall only require the approval of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission when the property is located in Augusta-Richmond County and does not lie within the incorporated area of 
City of Hephzibah or the Town of Blythe. The Commission of Augusta-Richmond County may make amendments to the 
comprehensive zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations of land when the governing body of Augusta-Richmond 
County determines that such a change would be in the best interest of their respective political subdivision. 



§ 1-4-103. NAME. 

The name of the library shall be the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library. (Library Const., Art. I) 



§ 1-4-104. HEADQUARTERS. 

The headquarters of the library shall be in the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library in Augusta-Richmond County. 
(Library Const., Art. II) 



§ 1-4-105. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library shall be to offer a full program of library service to all 
citizens of Augusta-Richmond County to meet their informational, educational and recreational needs; to acquire and 
purchase library materials; to circulate materials to the public through existing service points; to develop existing libraries 
and to establish and develop branch libraries, deposits, and bookmobile service as appropriate to the needs; to build a 
reference collection adequate to provide current and reliable information of a reference nature as demanded by the 
community; and to promote the use of libraries by means of instruction, library centered programs, exhibits and other 
public relations media. (Library Const., Art. III) 



§ 1-4-106. GOVERNING BODY. 

    (a) The governing body of the Augusta-Richmond County Public Library shall be a board of trustees composed of ten 
(10) members (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two 
members) to be appointed for terms of four (4) years; provided, however, the initial appointments shall be made as 
follows: 

        (1) Except as provided herein, members of the governing body of Richmond County and the City of Augusta who 
were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed 
and qualified. 

        (2) Members of the governing body serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as herein 
set forth, to wit: 

Term Expires 

a. Juanita McIntyre District 1 3/31/98 

b. Appointment TBA District 2 3/31/2000 

c. Clarice Dukes District 3 4/20/98 

d. Dr. Laura A. Grady District 4 4/20/98 

e. Mrs. B.J. Lester District 5 4/20/98 

f. Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000 

g. John Mullins District 7 4/20/98 

h. Dr. Mary-Kathleen Blanchard District 8 4/20/98 

i. Samuel E. Tyson, Jr. District 9 4/20/98 

j. Tom Sutherland District 10 3/31/2000 

 

        (3) The successors to the members representing Districts 4 and 8 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until their 



successors are appointed and qualified. 

        (4) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 2 and 3 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. 

        (5) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed. 

        (6) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year. 

    (b) The officers of the board of trustees shall be a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a treasurer (except, at the 
discretion of the board, the library director employed by the board may discharge any of the duties of the secretary and of 
the treasurer as directed by the board and shall be elected annually from board members. The officers shall be bonded for 
an amount commensurate with the amount of funds handled, and a copy of the bond filed with the Division of Public 
Library Services of the Georgia Department of Education. The term of office of the president shall be limited to two (2) 
successive terms of one (1) year each. 

    (c) Standing committees of the board of trustees shall be the building and grounds committee, development committee, 
finance committee, and the policy committee. Other special committees may be appointed from time to time by the 
president as needed. 

    (d) An executive committee, composed of the officers of the board of trustees, shall be entrusted to govern in the name 
of the board of trustees between meetings of the board. 



§ 1-4-107. INTERLIBRARY COOPERATION. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Public Library may enter into cooperative endeavors with other library systems, either by 
sharing of personnel, materials, and/or services, by confederation, or by merger as seen fit by the governing bodies of both 
library systems, provided that the resulting cooperative endeavor is conducive to the mutual growth and development of 
the library system. 



§ 1-4-108. AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION. 

This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting of the board of trustees by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 
members present, provided that a notice in writing is given at least two (2) weeks prior to the meeting, and provided that a 
quorum is present. 



§ 1-4-110. ESTABLISHMENT. 

The Human Relations Commission for the County of Richmond, hereinafter referred to as the commission, previously 
created by the Board of Commissioners of Richmond County is hereby continued, ratified and confirmed.



§ 1-4-111. COMPOSITION. 

The composition of the commission shall be composed of ten (10) members, of which five (5) shall be black, all bona fide 
adult residents and representatives of all segments within the community, from the following interests or groups: 
Employers, governmental instrumentalities, health, housing, labor, law enforcement, national origin, racial and religious. 
The Chairman of said commission shall not vote unless it is necessary to break a tie vote. The Mayor of the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, or his designee, shall be an ex officio nonvoting member of the commission.



§ 1-4-112. TERMS OF OFFICE. 

The terms of office for members of the commission shall be four (4) years.

    (a) Except as provided herein, members of the commission of who were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, 
having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified.

    (b) Members of the commission serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as herein 
set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

(1) Walter Thomas District 1 3/31/98

(2) Appointment TBA District 2 3/31/2000

(3) Timothy Moses District 3 3/31/98

(4) Appointment TBA District 4 3/31/2000

(5) Dave Mack District 5 3/31/98

(6) Andy Cheeks District 6 11/2/97

(7) James C. Murray, Jr District 7 11/2/97

(8) Michael G. Elliot District 8 3/31/2000

(9) Appointment TBA District 9 3/31/98

(10) Hardie Davis District 10 3/31/2000

 

    (c) The successor to the member representing District 7 shall serve until March 31, 1998, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.

    (d) The successor to the member representing District 6 shall serve until March 31, 2000, or until his successor is 



appointed and qualified.

    (e) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections(b), (c) and (d) hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed 
and qualified.

    (f) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed.

    (g) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year.



§ 1-4-113. OFFICERS AND THEIR TERMS OF OFFICE. 

The commission shall elect a Chairman, Vice-Chairman and such other officers as it deems necessary from its members. 
Such officers shall serve in their respective offices for a term of one year or until their successors shall be appointed. Such 
officers shall serve in their respective office no more than two (2) consecutive one-year terms.



§ 1-4-114. COMPENSATION. 

All members of the commission shall serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for any personal expenses 
incurred in the performance of their duties.



§ 1-4-115. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF. 

The initial appointment of executive director of the commission shall be made by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission. The executive director shall be a person with training and/or experience in intergroup and interracial 
relations. He shall coordinate the activities of the commission and its staff. He may, with the approval of the commission 
and within the budget of the commission, employ such staff as needed. The compensation of the executive director and 
other staff shall be as provided in the budget after such positions have been classified and a salary grade established by the 
Augusta-Richmond County Personnel Board with the approval of Augusta-Richmond County Commission. Following the 
initial appointment of the executive director, the director shall serve at the pleasure of the commission; however, the 
termination of the executive director, or the employment of a new executive director shall require the concurrence of the 
Augusta-Richmond County Commission.



§ 1-4-116. OFFICE SPACE AND FACILITIES. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission is authorized to allocate adequate office space and to provide the necessary 
facilities in the municipal building for the commission, if the office space and facilities are available there. If office space 
and facilities are not there available, then the Commission is authorized to secure adequate office space and to provide the 
necessary facilities as convenient thereto as possible.



§ 1-4-117. BUDGET AND FINANCE. 

The Human Relations Commission shall annually adopt a budget to be submitted for approval to the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. If the governing authority shall approve a budget different from that approved by the commission, 
then such revised budget shall be resubmitted to the commission for approval. The budget shall contain all revenues 
regardless of source, and the expenditures shall be limited to those contained in the approved budget. The commission 
shall be authorized to contract with the state and federal agencies, but such contacts must first be approved by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission. All expenditures of the commission shall be limited to those as specified in the budget.



§ 1-4-118. INSPECTION AND AUDIT OF FINANCIAL RECORDS. 

The financial records of the commission shall be audited annually by a qualified external auditor. Such audit, when 
completed, shall be submitted to the commission for approval and a copy shall be provided to the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission. All financial records of the commission shall be open for inspection by Augusta-Richmond County.



§ 1-4-119. MEETINGS. 

The commission shall set forth the time, place and frequency of its meetings to effectuate the purpose of this article, and 
such meetings shall be open to the public.



§ 1-4-120. QUORUM. 

Six (6) members of the commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.



§ 1-4-121. RULES, BYLAWS AND POLICY MANUAL. 

The commission shall adopt such rules as it shall deem expedient for the conduct of its business. The commission shall be 
subject to the Augusta-Richmond County Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual applicable to Augusta-Richmond 
County employees generally.



§ 1-4-122. REPORTS. 

The commission shall report in writing its activities to the Commission annually and make such other reports from time to 
time or after the completion of any hearing as it may determine necessary, setting forth the facts found by it and its 
recommendations in the furtherance of its objectives.



§ 1-4-123. DUTIES AND POWERS. 

It shall be the duty of the commission to:

    (a) Study problems of group relationships and promote amicable relations among racial and cultural groups and 
eliminate whatever sources of interracial friction may exist;

    (b) Take appropriate steps by conference and education to deal with conditions which strain relationships;

    (c) Aid in the coordination of the activities of private organizations concerned with these relationships;

    (d) Assemble, analyze, publish and disseminate authentic and factual data and educational materials and reports relating 
to interracial and other group relationships which will assist in the elimination of prejudice, intolerance, intergroup 
tensions and discriminations, and which will promote good will, programs of community education and better human 
relations;

    (e) Make such investigations, studies and surveys and conduct such public hearings and make such recommendations to 
the Commission as in its judgment will effectuate the policy of this article and as are necessary for the performance of its 
duties;

    (f) Maintain contacts with groups concerned with interracial and intercultural understanding;

    (g) Serve as a source of accurate and reliable data on the problems in the above-mentioned fields;

    (h) Work to remove inequalities, if any, which pertain to minority groups status as such on problems of housing, 
recreation, education, employment, law enforcement, vocational guidance and related matters;

    (i) Investigate and study complaints, problems and specific situations arising between groups or individuals which result 
or may result in tensions, discrimination or prejudice in Augusta-Richmond County on account of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, handicap or age;

    (j) Receive, initiate, investigate and pass upon complaints alleging discrimination in employment, and public 
accommodations because of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, handicap or age;

    (k) Receive, hear and investigate complaints of discrimination by or against any person or group and initiate and 
conduct voluntary surveys; assemble pertinent data; confer with any and all groups; and for expediting the work of the 
commission to make investigations and surveys through subcommittees;

    (l) Endeavor by persuasion and education to induce public and private employers, labor and professional organization 
and employment agencies to institute nondiscriminatory practices in employment, union membership, promotion, wages, 
working conditions, layoffs and job opportunities;

    (m) Endeavor by persuasion and education to engender respect for law and order, lawful authority and amenability to 
law enforcement; to desire to distinguish between peaceful dissent and illegal disorder and violence; and a sense of 



individual responsibility and respect for each other without regard to race, color religion, national origin, sex, handicap or 
age;

    (n) Endeavor by persuasion and education to increase racial pride without resentment toward other races, and to point 
out that manifestations of racial hatred and acts of lawlessness directed toward other races generate and intensify 
counteracting racial prejudice and retaliatory racial discrimination;

    (o) Disseminate information by persuasion and education that no group or individuals entitled to special privileges, 
treatment, protection, or immunity by reason of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, social or economic condition, 
handicap or age, but that all have equal responsibility to strive for self-advancement and improvement, civic good, and 
community welfare and best interests;

    (p) Secure the furnishing of equal services to all residents, and where the need is greater, in meeting that need with 
added services;

    (q) Train Augusta-Richmond County employees to use methods of dealing with intergroup relations which develop 
respect for equal rights and which result in equal treatment without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age 
or handicap;

    (r) Assure fair and equal treatment under the law to all citizens;

    (s) Protect the rights of all persons to enjoy public accommodations and facilities and to receive equal treatment from 
all holders of licenses, contracts or privileges from Augusta-Richmond County;

    (t) Assist in improving the equality of opportunity for employment and advancement in Augusta-Richmond County 
government;

    (u) Advise and consult with the Mayor and Commission on all matters involving racial, religious or ethnic prejudice or 
discrimination;

    (v) Recommend such legislative action as it may deem appropriate to effectuate the purpose for this article;

    (w) Adopt, promulgate, amend and rescind suitable rules and procedures to carry out the provisions of this article;

    (x) Issue determinations as may remedy any existing situation found to violate this article and prevent its recurrence, to 
include, but not limited to, the restoration of the complainant's rightful place as if the violation of this article had not 
occurred;

    (y) Investigate, discourage and seek to prevent discriminatory practices against any individual because of race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age or handicap;

    (z) Attempt to act as conciliator in controversies involving human relations;

    (aa) Recommend to the Commission such additional ordinances as will aid in carry out the purpose of this article;



    (bb) Make recommendations to the Mayor and Commission, agencies and officials, for the betterment of intergroup 
relationships and ways and means of discouraging and combating prejudice, intolerance and bigotry in all groups and in 
their relations with one another;

    (cc) Discover all practices and policies calculated to create conflicts, tensions, unfair or unjust discrimination which 
would be deemed detrimental to the community's best interests and recommend ways and means for their elimination;

    (dd) Inform and warn the public of false and sinister propaganda subversive to public interest and search out and reveal 
sources of inflammatory, lewd, vulgar and profane racial propaganda;

    (ee) Promote mutual understanding, tolerance and respect among all economic, racial, religious and nationality groups 
and work to discourage and prevent discriminatory practices against any such group.



§ 1-4-124. UNLAWFUL PRACTICES. 

    (a) It shall be an unlawful employment practice for an employer of fifteen (15) or more employees:

        (1) To fail or refuse to hire or to discharge any individual, or otherwise to discriminate against any individual with 
respect to his or her compensation, benefits, terms, conditions or privileges of employment because of such individuals' 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age or handicap;

        (2) To limit, segregate or classify employees or applicants for employment in any way which would deprive or tend 
to deprive any individual of employment opportunities because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age or 
handicap.

    (b) It shall be an unlawful employment practice for an employment agency to discriminate against any individual 
because of his/her race, religion, color, national origin, age, sex or handicap in receiving, classifying, disposing or 
otherwise acting upon applications for its services or in referring an applicant or applicants to an employer or employers 
covered by this article.

    (c) It shall be unlawful employment practice for a labor organization with fifteen (15) or more members because of the 
race, religion, color, national origin, sex, age or handicap of any individual to exclude or to expel from its membership 
such individual or to discriminate in any way against any of its members or against any employer or any individual 
employee by an employer.



§ 1-4-125. PROCEDURE. 

    (a) Any person or persons alleging an unlawful practice prohibited by this article must file a written complaint with the 
commission or its designated representative, no later than one hundred eighty (180) days after the alleged unlawful 
practice occurred.

    (b) Upon receipt of a complaint, the commission shall serve a copy of the complaint on the respondent within ten (10) 
days of receipt thereof and shall conduct an investigation of the complaint.

    (c) In conducting an investigation of a complaint filed under this article, the commission or its designated 
representatives shall have access at any reasonable time to premises, records, documents, individuals, and other evidence 
or possible sources of evidence relevant to the complaint and shall have the right to examine, record, photograph and copy 
such materials and take and record the testimony or statements of such person as are reasonably necessary for the 
furtherance of the investigation; however, the commission and/or designated representatives must first comply with the 
provisions of the Fourth Amendment relating to unreasonable searches and seizures. Failure of any party to cooperate in 
the reasonable investigative efforts shall be noted in the official report of investigation to the commission for consideration 
by the commission.

    (d) If the commission determines after such investigation that there is reasonable cause to believe the charge is true, the 
commission shall endeavor to eliminate any such alleged unlawful practice by informal and voluntary methods of 
conference, conciliation and persuasion. During such informal endeavors, the commission may seek from the respondent 
such relief as may be appropriate, which may include but is not limited to reinstatement or hiring of employees, with or 
without back pay, or any other equitable relief.

    (e) All investigations, conferences, and negotiations for conciliation pursuant to this article shall be confidential. 
Further, at no time shall the results of any conciliation be made public without the expressed written consent of the parties 
involved.

    (f) If within ten (10) days after the commission has determined that conciliation efforts have failed, it shall so notify the 
parties in writing; and the respondent may request a hearing before the commission within ten (10) days of the receipt of 
such notice. If the commission determines that the complaint as alleged is not true, it shall dismiss the complaint and notify 
the parties in writing of such determination. Within ten (10) days of receipt of such notice of dismissal, the complainant 
may request a hearing from the commission. A request for a hearing shall be granted expeditiously. No hearing may be had 
from a finding and determination of a lack of jurisdiction. At such hearing, the commission may affirm or set aside its 
findings as set forth in subsection (d) above, in whole or in part.

    (g) If the commission determines after a hearing that any respondent has committed an unlawful act prohibited by this 
article, and the respondent refuses to comply with an order of the commission within sixty (60) days after notification of 
such final disposition, or if the respondent fails to request a hearing before the commission within ten (10) days after 
receipt of notice of failure of conciliation, the commission may institute a civil court action in the appropriate court for 
violation of any provision of this article or failure to comply with an order of the commission.



§ 1-4-126. EXEMPTIONS. 

This article shall not apply to religious corporations, religious associations, religious educational institutions or religious 
societies with respect to the employment of individuals of a particular religion to perform work connected with the 
carrying on by such corporations, associations, educational institutions or societies of its activities. This article shall not 
apply to the employees under the jurisdiction of the Personnel Board of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission and 
employees of elected officials with respect to employment. However, the commission may process charges at the request 
of the Mayor.



§ 1-4-127. REMEDIES. 

The commission may institute a civil court action in the appropriate court for violation of any provision of § 1-4-124 of 
this article or failure to comply with an order of the commission. The parties to the action would be entitled to a trial de 
novo.



§ 1-4-128. COOPERATION. 

The commission shall invite and enlist the cooperation of all ethnic, racial and religious groups and community 
organizations in carrying on its work and act as a coordinating agency among them and such other groups in the 
establishment and maintenance of education programs with a view to bringing about better intergroup and racial 
relationships necessary or desirable to carry out specific programs designed to lessen the tensions or improve 
understanding. The commission shall also cooperate with the Mayor, Commission, all other Augusta-Richmond County 
agencies, all state and federal agencies, citizens, citizens' organizations, the board of education, parochial and private 
schools in formulating and developing courses of education to stimulate the interest of the entire population in the 
improvement of services wherever such cooperation is appropriate in effectuating the purposes of this article and in 
accomplishing the objectives of the commission to promote better human relations.



§ 1-4-129. LEGAL SERVICES. 

Legal representation, advice and review of contracts and other records shall be provided by Augusta-Richmond County 
attorney. Obtaining legal representation other than from the Augusta-Richmond County attorney shall require the approval 
of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission.



§ 1-4-130. AGE LIMITATIONS. 

The prohibitions in this article in reference to age shall be limited to individuals who are at least forty (40) years of age.



§ 1-4-131. VACANCIES. 

    (a) In the event of a vacancy by reason of death, disqualification, resignation or other reason, the successor shall be 
appointed to serve for the unexpired period of time for which such member has been appointed; provided, however, the 
ethnic balance shall be maintained, and all members shall continue in office until their successors have been appointed.

    (b) No member of the commission may be removed from office prior to the expiration of his term except for cause as 
set forth in § 1-4-4 above. Prior to said hearing, said member shall be served by registered or certified mail addressed to 
his residence as shown in the files of the human relations commission, at least thirty (30) days before the date set for said 
hearing, with written specifications of the charges against him. The provisions of § 1-4-2(b) and § 1-4-3 shall govern any 
such removal action.

    (c) Without limiting the foregoing, the unexcused absence of any member of the commission from three (3) consecutive 
regular meetings, or more than four (4) meetings during any twelve month period, shall constitute cause for removal of a 
member of the commission.



§ 1-5-1. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY CEMETERIES ENUMERATED; PROMULGATION OF 
GOVERNING RULES, ETC. THE CEMETERIES OF AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY SHALL BE THE 
THREE NOW EXISTING, NAMELY, MAGNOLIA CEMETERY, WEST VIEW CEMETERY AND CEDAR 
GROVE CEMETERY.

It shall be the duty of the Commission, whenever it becomes necessary, to lay out or alter avenues and walks, and to make 
such rules and regulations as deemed requisite and proper for the management of such cemeteries and those employed 
therein.



§ 1-5-2. SUPERINTENDENT OF CEMETERIES--GENERALLY; BONDS. 

The Director of the Trees and Landscape is hereby declared to be the general superintendent of Magnolia, Cedar Grove 
and West View Cemeteries.



§ 1-5-3. SUPERINTENDENT--DUTIES--GENERALLY. 

The superintendent enumerated in the preceding section shall perform the following duties:

    (a) He shall have charge of the cemeteries to which he is assigned and shall report to the Sheriff's Department all 
violations of the provisions of this article or other ordinances relative thereto which may come to his knowledge;

    (b) He shall superintend the digging of all graves and all interments therein. No grave shall be dug less than three and 
one-half feet deep; nor shall any grave be dug or corpse interred, except under the direction or superintendence of such 
superintendent;

    (c) He shall keep a book of record of all burials in each cemetery, mentioning the names and ages, and the places where 
buried, and make a report, at least annually to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission of the same;

    (d) He shall record, or cause to be recorded, all burial permits, subject to the inspection of all who may be concerned;

    (e) He shall exact prompt payments for all lots, quarter sections, half sections or sections, in such cemeteries, at the time 
of the sale, and receipt therefor, and make a return monthly of such sums to the comptroller, specifying to whom sold, with 
a description of the ground sold;

    (f) He shall have all sections in the cemeteries requiring it properly cleaned, and the trees and shrubbery therein 
trimmed, the same to be paid for by the owners of such sections.



§ 1-5-4. AUTHORITY OF CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENTS--GENERALLY. 

The superintendent of Augusta-Richmond County cemeteries shall have authority to:

    (a) Clean up neglected sections and remove all objects that are obstructions to cemetery equipment;

    (b) Remove flowers and stands from sections five (5) days after the undertaker's canopy is removed;

    (c) Fill sunken graves or sections where water stands;

    (d) Approve or disapprove the setting of monuments and the bricking of sections, and the privileges granted under 
section 1-5-12 shall be subject hereto.



§ 1-5-5. ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF CEDAR GROVE CEMETERY. 

The Superintendent may appoint an employee to be known as the assistant to the superintendent of Cedar Grove Cemetery. 
Such person shall have charge of such cemetery and shall be subject to the same rules and regulations as the 
superintendent of Magnolia and Cedar Grove cemeteries, to whom he shall make all necessary reports.



§ 1-5-6. ASSUMPTION OF CARE OF ROLLERSVILLE CEMETERY; SUPERVISION; CONVICT LABOR TO 
BE USED. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission assumes the care of Rollersville Cemetery, using therefore the services of 
convicts for the purpose of keeping such cemetery in a clean and sanitary condition. (City of Augusta Code 1952, Ch. 12, 
§ 14)



§ 1-5-7. DIGGING GRAVES AND BUILDING VAULTS--BY WHOM PERFORMED; SUPERVISION.

The digging of graves and the building of vaults in the several cemeteries of Augusta-Richmond County shall be done by 
the employees of Augusta-Richmond County under the supervision of the superintendents of the several cemeteries, 
respectively. If this work cannot be performed practically or economically by Augusta-Richmond County employees, then 
the same may be done by other employees under the direction of the superintendents of the several cemeteries, 
respectively.



§ 1-5-8. SAME--SCHEDULE OF FEES. 

The fees for all work described in the two (2) preceding sections shall be collected and paid over to the proper officer and 
shall be as follows:

    (a) For opening and closing of single graves: Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) on weekdays before 4:00 p.m., Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) on weekdays after 4:00 p.m. and Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) on weekends and 
holidays. For opening and closing of double graves (two individuals to a single plot): Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) on 
weekdays, and Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) on weekends and holidays. For purposes of this subsection, "weekends" 
includes up to 1:00 p.m. on the following Monday, and "holidays" includes up to 1:00 p.m. on the following business day 
and includes all national, state and local holidays. For burial of children under twelve years of age, Seventy-Five Dollars 
($75.00). For cremations and burial of stillborn babies, Fifty Dollars ($50.00).

    (b) In addition to the foregoing fees, fees for all other and miscellaneous work shall still be collected and paid over to 
Augusta-Richmond County. Exceptions to the fees shall be approved by the Administrator and Superintendent of 
Cemeteries.



§ 1-5-9. SAME--NO CHARGE FOR INDIGENT. 

No charge shall be made for digging graves and attending funerals of the indigent.



§ 1-5-10. CEMETERY EMPLOYEES TO WORK EXCLUSIVELY IN CEMETERIES, ETC. 

No Augusta-Richmond County cemetery employee shall be permitted to work within Augusta-Richmond County 
cemeteries during his regular work hours except for Augusta-Richmond County government.



§ 1-5-11. PURCHASE OF CEMETERY MATERIALS. 

All material used in Augusta-Richmond County cemeteries shall be purchased by Augusta-Richmond County on 
requisition, and monthly accounts of all transactions shall be kept by the superintendent and reported to the Administrator.



§ 1-5-12. RIGHT OF LOT OWNERS TO CULTIVATE TREES, GRASS, ETC.; REMOVAL WHEN 
DANGEROUS, ETC. 

    (a) The proprietor of each cemetery lot shall have the right to enclose the same with a wall, fence or railing, except of 
wood, and to cultivate trees, shrubs and plants in the same, but no tree growing within the wall or lot, shall be cut down or 
destroyed without the consent of the Superintendent of Cemeteries. If any trees or shrubs situated in any cemetery lot shall, 
by means of their roots, branches or otherwise, become detrimental to the adjacent lots or avenues, or dangerous or 
inconvenient to pedestrians, it shall be the duty of the Commission, and it shall have the right, to enter the lot and have 
such trees or shrubs, or such parts thereof as are detrimental, dangerous or inconvenient, removed.

    (b) The proprietor of each such cemetery lot shall also have the right to plant and cultivate grass thereon, but if any 
grass, whether planted by the proprietor or growing naturally upon the lot, is neglected by the proprietor and permitted to 
grow wild, and such grass, weeds or underbrush are allowed to grow unattended or such lot otherwise is not kept clean, the 
superintendent of the cemetery wherein the lot is located shall mail to the proprietor of the lot ten (10) days written notice 
at his last known address to remedy the condition, or if the proprietor or his address be unknown or if the proprietor is 
deceased, then written notice shall be posted upon the lot for ten (10) days requiring the condition to be remedied. If at the 
expiration of such ten-day period from the mailing or the posting of such written notice the condition has not been 
remedied, then Augusta-Richmond County shall be authorized to kill and destroy the grass, weeds and underbrush, 
thoroughly clean the lot and cover the same with sand, gravel, or any accepted chemical in general use which will 
thereafter prevent vegetation upon such lot.



§ 1-5-13. DESTRUCTION, ETC., OF TOMBS, MONUMENTS, TREES, ETC.; USE OF FIREARMS, ETC. 

Any person who shall destroy, mutilate, deface or in anyway injure or remove any tomb, monument, gravestone or other 
structure or article for the protection or ornament of any Augusta-Richmond County cemetery, or of any lot within any 
Augusta-Richmond County cemetery or shall willfully destroy, cut, break, remove or injure any tree, shrub, plant, flower 
or ornament, or shall use firearms of any description, or commit any other trespass, within the limits of such cemeteries, 
shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1 hereof. Any such fine, when recovered, may be applied by the Commission, in its 
discretion, to the reparation and restoration of the property destroyed or injured.



§ 1-5-14. PLUCKING, ETC., FLOWERS WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to cut, pluck or carry away any flower on or from any cemetery lot, other than his own, 
except by permission of the owner of such lot.



§ 1-5-16. PERMISSION REQUIRED FOR BURIAL OUTSIDE CITY CEMETERY.

It shall be unlawful for any person to bury, or cause to be buried, any dead person in any other place within Augusta-
Richmond County than a public cemetery without the permission of the county board of health.



§ 1-5-17. PERMITS TO BURY OR MOVE DEAD BODIES REQUIRED.

No superintendent or other person in charge of any cemetery under the jurisdiction of Augusta-Richmond County shall 
bury or remove from Augusta-Richmond County the body of any deceased person without first obtaining from the board 
of health a proper burial permit. No undertaker, or agent of any railroad, or conductor of any railroad train, or agent or 
employee of any express company, or any other person, shall remove the body of a deceased person who died in Augusta-
Richmond County, or may have been brought into Augusta-Richmond County for burial beyond the limits thereof, without 
such a permit from the board of health, or from a person designated by it.



§ 1-5-18. BURIAL OF PAUPERS IN FAMILY PLOTS.

Where a deceased person has been certified by the department of family and children's services to be a pauper at the time 
of death and the family owns a plot in one of Augusta-Richmond County cemeteries and agrees for the person to be buried 
there, such a burial shall be permitted.



§ 1-5-26. PRICES.

The prices of single lots and single graves per grave site in the several cemeteries of Augusta-Richmond County shall be 
two hundred dollars ($200.00), which price includes perpetual care. The two hundred dollars ($200.00) collected, as 
provided for above, shall be distributed as follows: One hundred dollars ($100.00) to the general fund and one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) to perpetual care.



§ 1-5-27. MAINTENANCE OF LOTS OR SECTIONS BY AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY; PERPETUAL 
CARE AGREEMENT.

In consideration of the respective sums of moneys stipulated in § 1-5-26 to be paid, Augusta-Richmond County will 
covenant and agree for the benefit of all persons living or dead, interested therein, to perpetually care for and maintain in 
neat, orderly and becoming condition such lots or sections.



§ 1-5-28. ISSUANCE OF CONTRACT; CONTENTS OF CONTRACT.

Upon payment of the charge prescribed in § 1-5-26, the superintendent shall issue to the person paying such charge a 
contract in accordance with the provisions of this article in which the location of the lot described as section or part of 
section in accordance with the methods employed by the cemetery where the same is located, the amount paid for the lot or 
section, the number of graves, the cemetery where located and the name in which recorded shall be designated.



§ 1-5-29. RECORD BOOKS CONTAINING CONTRACTS, ETC., REQUIRED; INDEX.

There shall be kept at the office of the cemetery where any lot referred to in the preceding section is located a substantially 
bound printed book, printed in the form of the contract issued under the provisions of the preceding section and the 
superintendent of the cemetery shall, contemporaneously with the execution and delivery of such contract, fill out in such 
book an exact copy of the contract so delivered, identifying it with his signature, and shall also contemporaneously send a 
copy of such contract, likewise identified, to the Clerk of Commission, by whom there shall be kept a loose-leaf book 
wherein he shall promptly and permanently fix such contract copy. There shall be kept by both such superintendent and 
such Clerk of Commission an accurate index to such books, under the name of the owner of the lot as it appears on the 
records of the cemetery under the lot number, also under the name of the person paying for such permanent upkeep and 
maintenance.



§ 1-5-30. RECORD REQUIRED OF CONDITION OF MUNICIPAL-MAINTAINED LOTS; INSPECTIONS; 
INDEX. 

    (a) In addition to the books specified in the preceding section there shall also be kept in the office of the superintendent 
of the cemetery a book in which shall be provided appropriate spaces for the record of each lot which the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission is obligated to keep up and maintain, and spaces opposite thereto for the record each three 
months of the fact that all necessary work has been done on such lot and that it is in a neat, orderly and becoming 
condition.

    (b) It shall be the duty of the superintendent to personally inspect all of such lots at frequent intervals, in no case longer 
than three months, and to see to it that the obligations of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission are fully complied 
with, and to make entries on such book in accordance with the facts revealed by such inspections. He shall promptly after 
making such entries transmit a certified copy thereof to the Clerk of the Commission who shall promptly and permanently 
fix such copy in a loose-leaf book provided for such purpose. Such books shall be indexed as provided in the preceding 
section.



§ 1-5-31. ERECTION OF MARKER UPON ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRACT.

        (a) Upon the acceptance of a cemetery contract as provided in § 1-5-29, a stone marker or monument bearing the 
letters A.R.C. shall be fixed or erected on the lot designated in the contract.

    (b) All monuments erected at the grave sites in the cemeteries owned and operated by Augusta-Richmond County shall 
be placed upon a concrete foundation as hereinafter set forth.

    (c) In order to guarantee that said monuments will be placed on a solid foundation, no tombstone may be placed until 
Augusta-Richmond County has fixed a proper cement foundation for the support of said monument.

    (d) The charges for the laying of said foundation shall be payable in advance and that the charges for laying said 
foundation shall be in accordance with the base size of the monument and the charges for each size shall be set from time 
to time by the Commission with a schedule of the charges maintained in the Clerk of the Commission's office.

    (e) The cemetery crews that are employed by Augusta-Richmond County shall see to it that a proper and solid 
foundation is laid immediately after the payment of the fees.



§ 1-5-32. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR MONUMENTS, STRUCTURES, ETC.

Nothing contained in this article shall be construed as imposing any obligation on Augusta-Richmond County with respect 
to monuments, curbing, mausoleum, ornaments, memorial, structures, headstones or other improvements, whose sole 
obligation shall be to perpetually care for and maintain in a neat, orderly and becoming condition the lot or section 
described in the contract.



§ 1-5-50. LAKE OLMSTEAD--OPERATION OF BOATS. 

Boats over ten (10) horsepower shall be permitted to operate on Lake Olmstead on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
3:00 p.m. until dark and at such times on weekends when there exists a bona fide ski tournament being held on said lake. 
All other times motorboats shall be limited to those with ten (10) horsepower or less. All boats operated on said lake must 
have underwater exhaust systems or mufflers. Violations of this section shall be subject to penalties as provided in § 1-6-1 
of this Code. The Sheriff's Department shall be authorized to issue permits for bona fide water sport functions at times in 
conflict with this section. 



§ 1-5-41. RIDING HORSES, MOTORCYCLES AND MOTORBIKES IN PARKS, ETC., WHEN PROHIBITED 
AND POSTED. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride horseback or to operate a motorcycle or motorbike, or to ride thereon, in any 
public park or playground within Augusta-Richmond County, if the Commission has proscribed such activity, and notice 
thereof has been posted in such park. Any person violating this section shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. 



§ 1-5-42. RIDING MOTORCYCLES, ETC., ON WALKWAYS. 

It shall be unlawful to ride motorcycles or similar motorized vehicles along the walkways of Augusta-Richmond County 
parks or greens. 



§ 1-5-43. SPEED LIMIT FOR VEHICLES, ETC. 

It shall be unlawful to drive or run vehicles, or to ride horses or bicycles, along the driveways of Augusta-Richmond 
County parks at a greater rate of speed than six (6) miles an hour. 



§ 1-5-44. DEFACING, ETC., MONUMENTS, ETC. 

It shall be unlawful to deface or injure in any way any public structure or monument located in Augusta-Richmond County 
parks or greens or to break, cut, bend or injure in any way the trees, shrubs or plants in such parks or greens. 



§ 1-5-45. DAMAGING, ETC., PARK PROPERTY--GENERALLY. 

Any person who shall climb upon or otherwise damage the fences around any of the public or private parks in Augusta-
Richmond County, or who shall sit, stand or swing on the gates or turnstiles of any such park enclosures, or shall cut, 
break, deface or in any other way mutilate any of such enclosures, or any tree or shrub planted within any of such parks, or 
any seat, statue, fountain, work of art or object of adornment placed therein, shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. 



§ 1-5-46. REMOVING ARTICLES FROM PARKS. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to remove any article of whatever kind from any park of Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-5-47. FISHING OR BATHING IN LAKES, PONDS OR FOUNTAINS--GENERALLY. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Code, it shall be unlawful for any person to fish, seine or bathe in the lakes, ponds or 
fountains located in the parks or greens of Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-5-48. FISHING PROHIBITED IN LAKE OLMSTEAD EXCEPT WITH HOOK AND LINE; WEST END OF 
LAKE OLMSTEAD TO BE USED FOR FISHING ONLY. 

    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to take fish from or out of Lake Olmstead, by fishing or otherwise, in any other 
manner than by fishing with a hook and line held in the hand. All persons are expressly forbidden to fish in Lake Olmstead 
by set or trot lines, seining or netting, basketing or trapping, shooting fish with firearms of any description, dynamiting or 
killing with any explosive, gigging or spearing, liming the water or using any poisonous substance whatever. 

    (b) The entire west end of Lake Olmstead, that is, the area west of the Lake Olmstead bridge, shall be used for fishing 
only; except, that boats may use such area for the purpose of permitting the owners thereof to propel the same between 
docks and boat houses located within such area and the remaining portion of Lake Olmstead east of the Lake Olmstead 
bridge. 

    (c) Any person violating the terms of this section shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. 



§ 1-5-49. PARKS TO BE CLEARED BY 11:00 P.M. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to remain in any park after 11:00 p.m. It shall be the duty of the Sheriff's Department to 
clear all parks by 11:00 p.m. 



§ 1-5-50. LAKE OLMSTEAD--OPERATION OF BOATS. 

Boats over ten (10) horsepower shall be permitted to operate on Lake Olmstead on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
3:00 p.m. until dark and at such times on weekends when there exists a bona fide ski tournament being held on said lake. 
All other times motorboats shall be limited to those with ten (10) horsepower or less. All boats operated on said lake must 
have underwater exhaust systems or mufflers. Violations of this section shall be subject to penalties as provided in § 1-6-1 
of this Code. The Sheriff's Department shall be authorized to issue permits for bona fide water sport functions at times in 
conflict with this section. 



§ 1-5-51. LAKE OLMSTEAD--SPEED--GENERALLY. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a boat of any kind on Lake Olmstead at Julian Smith Park at a speed greater 
than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing, and in no event in excess of twenty-five (25) miles per 
hour, except as provided in § 1-5-50. 



§ 1-5-52. LAKE OLMSTEAD--PERSONS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF LIQUOR OR DRUGS. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride in or operate a boat on Lake Olmstead who is under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or narcotic drugs. 



§ 1-5-53. POLICE POWERS OF SUPERVISORS. 

    (a) The supervisors of the parks of Augusta-Richmond County are hereby clothed with police powers to enforce the 
provisions of this article. 



§ 1-5-54. RIVERWALK. 

    (a) The use of skateboards, roller skates, unicycles, bicycles, tricycles, mopeds, motorcycles, trail bikes, go-carts, and 
other motor vehicles is prohibited on the Riverwalk; provided, however, that bicycle riding shall be permitted along the 
brick walkway constructed along the top of the levee. 

    (b) No person shall play a radio or any sound recording device on the Riverwalk. 

    (c) No person shall be permitted to bring a dog on the Riverwalk; provided, however, that persons shall be permitted to 
walk dogs on a leash along the brick walkway constructed along the top of the levee. 

    (d) No person shall be allowed to fish off the Riverwalk. 

    (e) The term Riverwalk as used herein is defined as that portion of the Augusta Levee located between 6th Street and 
10th Street, including any property between said portion of said Levee and the Savannah River, together with that portion 
of 8th Street between Reynolds Street and said Levee. 

    (f) Any person found in violation of any provision of subsections (a) through (d) above shall be punished as provided in 
§ 1-6-1 of this Code. 



§ 1-6-1. GENERAL PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF CODE, ETC.; CONTINUING VIOLATIONS.

Whenever in this Code or in any ordinance of Augusta-Richmond County or any rule or regulation or order promulgated 
by any officer or agency of Augusta-Richmond County under authority duly vested in him or if any act is prohibited or is 
made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or whenever in such Code or ordinance or rule, 
regulation or order the doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an offense or a 
misdemeanor where no specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of any such provision of this Code or any such 
ordinance, rule, regulation or order shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or by imprisonment not 
exceeding sixty (60) days, either or both, in the discretion of the judge of the court having jurisdiction. Each day any 
violation of any provision of this Code or of any such ordinance or rule, regulation or order shall continue shall constitute a 
separate offense.



§ 1-6-2. CONFINEMENT OF DRUNK AND DISORDERLY PERSONS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER OR 
STOCKADE. 

Any person found drunk or acting in a disorderly manner in any place within Augusta-Richmond County may be 
committed to the Law Enforcement Center or the Augusta-Richmond County stockade by the Sheriff's Department, until 
brought before the Municipal Court, and discharged by due course of law.



§ 1-6-3. PAROLES-BY JUDGE. 

The judge of any court having jurisdiction may parole any person sentenced by such judge to serve part or all of such 
sentence outside of the Law Enforcement Center of the Augusta-Richmond County Stockade.



§ 1-6-4. JUDGE MAY REQUIRE PAROLEES TO REPORT, ETC. 

The judge of any Court having jurisdiction may require any person paroled by them to report to any person designated by 
them at any time and place and as often as they may require.



§ 1-6-5. PAROLED PERSON’S FAILURE TO ABIDE BY TERMS; EFFECT OF REVOCATION. 

If any paroled person fails to abide by the terms of his parole, such person shall be subject to arrest and without further 
trial required to serve the remaining part of his sentence in confinement at the place provided for prisoners by the Sheriff's 
Department. Any person whose parole shall have been revoked shall not have the right to be paroled the second time for 
and while serving the remainder of the original sentence.



§ 1-6-6. PAROLED PERSON’S INELIGIBILITY WHEN CONVICTED AGAIN FOR SOME OFFENSE WITHIN 
SIX MONTHS. 

Any person who has been paroled in accordance with this chapter shall not be eligible for parole if convicted again for the 
same offense within a period of six months from the date of expiration of the last previous sentence or parole.



§ 1-6-8. JURISDICTION. 

The Municipal Court of Augusta-Richmond County shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the State Court of Richmond 
County to try misdemeanor offenses under the laws of Georgia punishable as set forth in O.C.G.A. §§ 17-10-3 and 17-10-
4. The Municipal Court shall have jurisdiction of all violations of the ordinances of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission. [Ref: O.C.G.A. § 36-32-10.2; Act #381, effective 4/21/97; H.B. 1020, effective 6/1/97] 



§ 1-6-9. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

    (a) Except as otherwise provided herein or by local act, the Municipal Court of Richmond County, and the judges of 
said Court, shall have the power and authority set forth in Chapter 32 of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated. 

    (b) The Chief Judge of the Municipal Court shall be responsible for the overseeing and directing of the operation of 
Municipal Court and for allocating and scheduling cases and other judicial duties so as to distribute the workload equitably 
among the Judges having misdemeanor jurisdiction in Richmond County. 

    (c) No Judge of Municipal Court shall be a member of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission during the term of 
the Commission in effect at the time of appointment, nor be eligible for election to the Commission during such service as 
Judge of Municipal Court. 



§ 1-6-10. SESSIONS OF COURT; JUDGES' FAILURE TO ATTEND SESSIONS. 

The sessions of the Municipal Court shall be held at such times and hours as the Chief Judge of Municipal Court may from 
time to time determine. For all failure on the part of any judge in attending said daily sessions over which he is scheduled 
to preside, a corresponding deduction shall be made from his salary. 



§ 1-6-11. REMOVAL OF JUDGES FROM OFFICE. 

Any Judge of Municipal Court, other than the State Court Judge who shall serve as the Chief Judge of Municipal Court, 
may be removed by the Commission from office for cause by a majority vote of all the members of Commission upon 
written charges, in accord with the procedures set forth in § 1-4-2(b) and 1-4-3. 



§ 1-6-12. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

The Solicitor of the State Court of Richmond County shall serve as the prosecuting attorney in the Municipal Court. The 
Solicitor shall have the power and authority set forth in Chapter 32 of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. 



§ 1-6-13. OPERATIONS. 

The stockade shall be under the direction and supervision of the Sheriff of Richmond County. 



§ 1-7-1. PAYMENT OF CLAIMS OR JUDGMENTS AGAINST COUNTY EMPLOYEES. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission hereby adopts the following policy establishing the terms and conditions 
under which it may pay part or all of any claim or civil judgment against any person whose defense the Augusta-Richmond 
County Commission is authorized to undertake under section 45-9-21 of the Georgia Code Annotated (Georgia Laws 
1974, page 702): The Augusta-Richmond County Commission will pay any judgment rendered against a county employee 
when the Commission feels that the employee was performing his duty as an Augusta-Richmond County employee.

[State law reference-Payments of claims or judgments for members of governing bodies of municipalities, counties, etc., 
O.C.G.A. § 45-9-22.]



§ 1-7-2. COUNTY ATTORNEY TO DEFEND COUNTY EMPLOYEES.

    (a) As a part of the compensation and terms of employment of members of the Commission, department heads, other 
elected and appointed officials, and employees of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, the county attorney is 
hereby directed to defend all civil, criminal or quasi-criminal actions brought against such persons described above arising 
out of the performance of their duties or in any way connected therewith, whether based upon negligence, violation of 
contract rights, or violation of civil, constitutional, common law or statutory rights; provided, however, the county attorney 
shall not be authorized to furnish a defense to any person charged with a criminal offense involving theft, embezzlement or 
other like crime with respect to the property or money of Augusta-Richmond County or any other governmental entity; and 
provided further, the county attorney shall not be required to furnish a defense where liability insurance has been provided 
by Augusta-Richmond County to protect outside parties and pay damages by reason of the occurrence or action 
complained of. It is hereby resolved that Augusta-Richmond County may expend public funds to furnish all costs in 
connection with the defense of such action, including but not limited to attorney's fees, court costs, deposition costs, 
witness fees and compensation.

    (b) In addition to the above and apart from the provisions of the above statute of Georgia, the Commission may 
authorize the payment of any judgment against Augusta-Richmond County and/or its elected officials, department heads or 
employees where it is determined by the Commission that the occurrence of action complained of resulted from good-faith 
conduct on the part of Augusta-Richmond County official or employee in carrying out the duties of his or her office and 
such conduct was not in violation of any rules, regulations or ordinance of Augusta-Richmond County or of state or federal 
law.



§ 1-7-11. PERSONS INCLUDED AND EXCLUDED--GENERALLY. 

All employees of the governing authority of Augusta-Richmond County are hereby placed under the personnel system 
except the following: director of recreation; director of Daniel Field; director of Human Resources; director of the fire 
department; director of indigent defense; director of public works; director of utilities (water); director of public transit; 
director of animal control; director of the Richmond County Correctional Institute; director of Bush Field; director of 
finance; director of housing & neighborhood development; director of Main Street Augusta; Administrator; director of 
information technology; director of purchasing; tax assessor; director of license and inspections; director of trees and 
landscape; director of human relations; county attorney; director of emergency management; clerk of commission; and 
internal auditor. Other department heads and professional positions in county government under the jurisdiction of the 
Augusta-Richmond County Commission may also be excluded by said Commission by appropriate resolution.



§ 1-7-12. INCLUSION OF PRESENT EMPLOYEES.

All those individuals already employed by Augusta-Richmond County and not excluded herein under the provisions of § 1-
7-11 and not excluded in the future under the provisions of § 1-7-11 shall be covered under the personnel system without 
further examination.



§ 1-7-13. PERSONNEL BOARD--ESTABLISHED, COMPOSITION; APPOINTMENT, TERMS OF OFFICE, 
SELECTION OF MAYOR, FILLING OF VACANCIES; REMOVAL FROM OFFICE; COMPENSATION.

    (a) There is hereby established by the governing authority of Richmond County a personnel board composed of ten (10) 
citizens of Augusta-Richmond County of known interest in the improvement of public administration by impartial 
selection of qualified and efficient personnel (plus an additional two members should the Richmond County Legislative 
Delegation choose to appoint two members) to be appointed for terms of four (4) years; provided, however, the initial 
appointments shall be made as follows:

        (1) Except as provided herein, members of the personnel board of Richmond County and the City of Augusta who 
were serving on said boards on January 1, 1997, having had no fixed terms, shall serve until their successors are appointed 
and qualified.

        (2) Members of the personnel board serving as of January 1, 1997, shall continue to serve until their successors are 
appointed by the Commissioner representing the respective District and qualified and are to represent the districts as 
herein set forth, to wit:

Term Expires 

Colis Ivey District 1 3/31/98

Dr. Velma Curtis District 2 3/31/2000

James Watson District 3 3/31/98

Deborrah Howard District 4 3/31/2000

Al Ferguson District 5 3/31/98

Appointment TBA District 6 3/31/2000

Owen Crickenberger District 7 2/28/2000

Robert W. Silas District 8 3/31/2000

Appointment TBA District 9 3/31/98

William Mayfield District 10 3/31/2000

 



        (3) The successor to the member representing District 7 shall serve until March 31, 1998, or until his successor is 
appointed and qualified.

        (4) Members of the board appointed by the Commissioner of the respective Districts to succeed those appointed in 
subsections 2 and 3 hereof shall serve for terms of office of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified.

        (5) Should the Richmond County Legislative Delegation choose to appoint two (2) members as provided in the 
Consolidation Act, such members shall serve for a term of four (4) years and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. In the event the appointed authority of the Legislative Delegation is removed from the Consolidation Act, this 
subsection shall automatically be repealed.

        (6) All terms shall expire on March 31 of the applicable year, and new terms shall begin on April 1 of the applicable 
year.

     (b) No member of the personnel board may be removed from office prior to the expiration of his term except for cause, 
as provided in § 1-4-4 herein, after having been given notice and afforded a hearing before the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission pursuant to § 1-4-2(b) and § 1-4-3.

    (c) Members of the personnel board shall be paid the sum of twenty dollars ($20.00) per diem for time actually devoted 
to the business of the board, not exceeding thirty (30) days in any calendar year, and shall be reimbursed for actual and 
necessary travel expenses.



§ 1-7-14. SAME--MEETINGS.

All meetings of the personnel board shall be held in the chambers of the Commission in the Municipal building of 
Richmond County. Said board shall hold regular meetings at least once each month, and may hold such additional 
meetings as may be required for the proper discharge of its duties.



§ 1-7-15. SAME--PURPOSE; DUTIES AND POWERS.

        (a) Purpose. It shall be the duty, function and responsibility of the personnel board to represent the interests of the 
public in the improvement of personnel administration and the selection of qualified personnel.

        (b) Duties and Powers. The duties and functions of the personnel board shall be as follows:

            (1) [The personnel board shall have the responsibility] to propose rules and regulations and standards of the 
personnel system, and thereafter recommend to the board of commissioners the adoption of rules and regulations and 
standards effectuating the personnel system established under this article. Such rules and regulations shall include 
provisions for the establishment and maintenance of job classification and compensation plans, the conduct of 
examinations for appointment under the personnel system; the certification of eligible persons, appointments, promotions, 
transfers, demotions, separations, tenure, service ratings, reinstatements, appeals and such additional regulations as may be 
deemed to be in the best interest of impartial selection of efficient personnel and improvement of public administration. 
Such rules and regulations shall prohibit political activity by any employee covered by the personnel system or the 
personnel board. The rules and regulations may provide for establishment of a register of persons eligible for appointment 
under the personnel system. Said rules and regulations when proposed by the personnel board as aforesaid and approved 
and adopted by the board of commissioners shall have the force of law and be binding upon all employees, departments 
and offices of the county governing authority that are not excluded herein[, provided, however, that] the board of 
commissioners shall have authority to amend, change or make additions to any rules and regulations adopted hereunder.

            (2) [The personnel board shall have responsibility] to conduct hearings and render decisions on dismissals and to 
hear appeals from any employee who claims to have been improperly dismissed. The personnel board shall consider only 
complaints or grievances of employees as to dismissals. All complaints or grievances of any employees as to, transfers or 
suspensions shall be considered by the county administrator, whose decision shall be final.

            (3) The personnel board shall keep and maintain an accurate record of minutes and shall be authorized to hire a 
clerk to keep and maintain its minutes; the compensation of such clerk is to be in accordance with the pay plan adopted for 
other employees under the personnel system.

            (4) Said personnel board shall be authorized to make recommendations as to amendments, additions to, and 
changes in said rules and regulations from time to time; and, when said amendments, changes or additions are adopted by 
the board of commissioners, said amendments shall have the force of law and be binding on all parties affected by said 
personnel system.



§ 1-7-16. SAME--PAYMENT OF COSTS FROM COUNTY FUNDS.

All costs for salaries, fees, expenses, personnel and supplies for the operation of the personnel board and its office shall be 
paid out of county funds with prior approval of the Commission.



§ 1-7-17. DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES.

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall select and appoint a qualified person as director of human resources 
and shall fix his compensation.



§ 1-7-18. LIMITATION ON EMPLOYEE'S RIGHT OF ACTION.

No employee shall be entitled to any type of action, complaint or grievance procedure as to dismissal until such employee 
has been in continuous employment for twelve (12) consecutive months. Continuous employment shall mean employment 
unbroken by discharge or resignation. Reelection or reappointment at the end of the term shall be regarded as continuous 
employment.



§ 1-7-19. EMPLOYEE DISMISSAL, RIGHT TO APPEAL.

No employee of any department or office of Augusta-Richmond County which has been brought under the personnel 
system pursuant to this article may be dismissed from employment in said department or office except for good cause and 
in accordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the Commission. Any employee who is dismissed shall have the 
right of appeal pursuant to the terms of the rules and regulations prescribed for appeal by the personnel board.



§ 1-7-31. ADOPTION; SALARY GRADE ALLOCATION INCORPORATED AS PART BY REFERENCE. 

The position classification as adopted and amended from time to time is hereby adopted as the classification plan for 
Augusta-Richmond County and its employees under the jurisdiction of the Commission.

[Editor's note: Copies of the position classification plan and the salary grade allocation made by reference a part thereof 
may be found on file in the office of the director of human resources.]



§ 1-7-32. COVERAGE.

This classification plan shall include all full-time permanent classes of classified positions in Augusta-Richmond County 
government under the jurisdiction of the Commission, with the exception of the following: director of recreation; director 
of Daniel Field; director of Human Resources; director of the fire department; director of indigent defense; director of 
public works; director of utilities (water); director of public transit; director of animal control; director of the Richmond 
County Correctional Institute; director of finance; director of housing & neighborhood development; director of Main 
Street Augusta; Administrator; director of information technology; director of purchasing; director of license and 
inspections; director of trees and landscape; director of human relations; county attorney; director of emergency 
management; Equal Opportunity Officer; clerk of commission; and internal auditor. Other department heads and 
professional positions in county government under the jurisdiction of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission may 
also be excluded by said Commission by appropriate resolution.



§ 1-7-34. ADMINISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE; REALLOCATION, RECLASSIFICATION OF 
POSITIONS.

    (a) The director of human resources shall be responsible for the administration and maintenance of the position 
classification plan.

       (b) Department heads shall be responsible for bringing to the attention of the director of human resources any material 
change in the nature of the duties, responsibilities, working conditions and other factors affecting the classification of any 
position. Following the receipt of such information concerning any position, the director of human resources shall then 
restudy the position and determine if the classification of the position should be changed. Authority to reallocate positions 
to classes on the basis of kind and level of duties and responsibilities is vested in the personnel board subject to the 
approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. The director of human resources shall report any recommended 
reclassifications from the personnel board to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for their approval. Copies of the 
reclassification plan, as amended, will be furnished to members of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, to the 
personnel board, to the department heads, and shall be on file in the office of the director of human resources.



§ 1-7-35. ESTABLISHMENT, CLASSIFICATION OF NEW POSITIONS.

The Commission has the authority to determine the need for new positions, and to create and establish any needed 
position. The Commission has the responsibility to review budget requirements based on their initiative or that of 
department heads. The director of human resources shall, before filling any new position not excluded by the Commission 
under the coverage of this plan, prepare a job description, determine the recommended salary grade thereof, and report 
same to the personnel board, which shall allocate new positions to the existing classes or to new classes or positions in 
Augusta-Richmond County's service, subject to the approval of the Commission. The director of human resources shall 
report the recommended allocation of the new positions, recommended by the personnel board to the Commission for their 
approval.



§ 1-7-51. ADOPTED. 

There is hereby adopted the Richmond County Personnel Policies and Procedures, to be designated as an Appendix to the 
Augusta-Richmond County Code and incorporated herein by reference. 

(b) The Richmond County Personnel Policies and Procedures heretofore adopted and designated as an appendix to the 
Augusta-Richmond County Code, and incorporated by reference, are amended by amending Section 11B.8. such that it 
shall read as follows: 

8. Abuse or theft of Augusta-Richmond County property; provided, however, theft of property, constituting an offense 
under O.C.G.A. Title 16, Chapter 8, Article 1, shall require mandatory dismissal from employment by Augusta-Richmond 
County. For purposes of this paragraph, an admission of guilt, a plea of nolo contendere, or a plea under the first offender 
probation statute, O.C.G.A. § 42-8-60, et seq. shall be deemed an admission of the offense.

 

Further Section 11.C.3.e. is hereby amended such that it shall read as follows:

e. The Administrator shall render a decision on the proposal for dismissal based on all the relevant information; provided, 
however, any employee who commits a theft of Augusta-Richmond County property shall be dismissed.(Ord. #6199, 
September 21,1999)



§ 1-7-52. DEPARTMENT HEAD TO CERTIFY PAYROLL.

The department head shall certify by signature on each payroll that each person whose name appears on the payroll has 
been lawfully appointed and that they have actually worked the time for which they are being paid or were authorized 
leave with pay. Department heads shall further certify that such leave, if any, has been approved and that it has been 
reported to the human resources department.



§ 1-70-60. POLICY. 

Augusta-Richmond County does hereby reaffirm its policy to insure equal opportunity in employment for all persons and 
to provide, to the maximum extent possible, the same employment, placement, training, promotion and salary 
opportunities without regard to race, sex, color, national origin, religion, political affiliation, age, physical handicaps 
(except where age, sex or physical handicap constitute a bona fide occupational qualification), or any other non-merit 
factor, and to promote the full realization of equal employment opportunity through a continuing affirmative action plan 
applicable to each department of Augusta-Richmond County and to be an integral part of the total personnel management 
program.



§ 1-7-66. ADOPTED BY REFERENCE. 

The Retirement Plan for Employees of Richmond County, set out in an Appendix [Ordinance of November 23, 1976, from 
which this section is derived], a copy of which is made by reference a part hereof, is hereby adopted as the retirement plan 
for employees of Augusta-Richmond County effective January 1, 1996, A copy of the retirement plan adopted in this 
section shall be on file in the office of Augusta-Richmond County Clerk. 



§ 1-8-1. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by 
this section:

    (a) Locomotive engine. Any self-propelled steam, electric, Diesel or other railroad engine or car used for moving or 
hauling railroad cars upon railroad tracks whether such be used to move or haul freight or passengers, and such definition 
shall extend to and include hand cars whether such be propelled by human or other power.

    (b) Railroad cars. Any railroad freight or passenger cars or other rolling stock other than a locomotive.

        (c) Train. Any locomotive engine with one or more railroad cars attached thereto or being propelled thereby.



§ 1-8-3. GETTING ON OR OFF MOVING ENGINES OR CARS.

It shall be unlawful for any person to get on or off any locomotive engine or railroad car while such is in motion; provided, 
that this section shall not apply to the officers, agents or employees of any railroad company, nor to passengers getting on 
or off such cars at the proper street crossings when such is done by permission of the railroad company.



§ 1-8-4. DISCHARGING WATER, ETC., FROM TRAINS; CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINS.

Any person who shall throw or discharge, or permit to be thrown or discharged, from any locomotive engine or train any 
water or wet substance of any kind upon any street or crosswalk shall be punished as provided in § 1-6-1. Any railroad 
corporation that shall fail to construct a proper drain to carry off such water or wet substance when so required by the 
board of health shall be subject to a similar punishment.



§ 1-8-5. TRESPASSING UPON RAILROAD PROPERTY--GENERALLY.

    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to enter upon the tracks, rights of way, yards, piggyback facilities, agencies, 
buildings or other properties of any railroad company operating in Augusta-Richmond County.

    (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to tamper with any railroad switch, wire line or signal or to place any object on 
the track that would otherwise obstruct the movement or operation of a train.

    (c) It shall be unlawful for any person to get on or off any locomotive engine, railroad car, trailer or container; provided 
that this section shall not apply to on-duty officers, agents or employees of any railroad company operating in Augusta-
Richmond County or those persons conducting bona fide business with the railroad company.



§ 1-8-16. USE PROHIBITED WHEN AUTOMATIC SIGNAL INDICATES APPROACH OF LOCOMOTIVE. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to proceed over any railroad crossing when an automatic gong and flashing light signal 
at such crossing indicates the approach of a locomotive engine or railroad car.



§ 1-8-17. KICKING OR BUMPING RAILROAD CARS ACROSS.

It shall be unlawful for any railroad company to move or attempt to move any railroad cars across any street crossing in 
Augusta-Richmond County by kicking or bumping such cars.



§ 1-9-1. FISHING NEAR HEAD OF CANAL. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to fish with a net, or any other instrument or contrivance, except a hook and line, in the 
Savannah River opposite Augusta-Richmond County, within one hundred yards of the eastern shore of the canal dam at 
the head of the canal.



§ 1-9-2. CUTTING AWAY EARTH FROM LEVEE OR BANK.

It shall be unlawful for any person, upon any pretense, to cut away or carry off any earth from the levee or the bank of the 
Savannah River or the banks of the canal, without the express approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission.



§ 1-9-3. THROWING TRASH, ETC., IN RIVER.

It shall be unlawful for any person to throw into the Savannah River any slabs, or any vegetable or animal matter, or any 
oils or lubricants, or any offensive substance, or any trash or other material calculated to obstruct or fill up the channel in 
any way.



§ 1-9-4. BATHING OR SWIMMING IN RIVER OR CANAL.

It shall be unlawful for any person to swim or bathe in the canal or the Savannah River.



§ 1-9-5. EXTENT OF POLICE POWER ON CERTAIN BRIDGES.

The police power of Augusta-Richmond County extends over the bridge across the Savannah River at the foot of McKinne 
Street, known as the North Augusta or Thirteenth Street Bridge, over the Fifth Street Bridge and over the Gordon Highway 
Bridge, to the South Carolina side of the river.



§ 1-9-16. STONE, CONCRETE OR BRICK CULVERTS FOR FLUMES, ETC., IN STREETS. 

All flumes, races or other waterways, for the passage of water between the canal and any mill, factory or other works 
driven by water power, or across or through any of the public streets, shall be covered over and protected in the streets by 
substantial stone, concrete or brick culverts by the proprietors of such mill, factory or other works, within such time as 
may be specified by the commissioner of public works. On failure of such proprietors to construct the required culverts 
within the time prescribed, the same shall be constructed under the direction of the commissioner at the expense of the 
proprietors.



§ 1-9-17. PERMIT FOR OPERATION OF ENGINE-DRIVEN BOAT OR VEHICLE REQUIRED. 

    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any gasoline or diesel powered boat on the Augusta Canal without first 
obtaining a written permit from the Executive Director of the Augusta Canal Authority. 

    (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any motorized vehicle on any public property within the boundaries of 
the Augusta Canal National Heritage Area, unless such area is designated as a public street or public parking area, without 
first obtaining a written permit from the Executive Director of the Augusta Canal Authority. (Ord. # 6252, March 21, 
2000) 



§ 1-9-18. WASHING CLOTHES, ANIMALS, ETC.; DEPOSITING OFFENSIVE MATTER; POLLUTING. 

It shall be unlawful for any person in any part of any of the levels, flumes or waterworks of the canal to wash any clothes, 
horse, dog or any other thing therein, or to deposit any offensive matter therein or to do anything by which the water 
thereof shall be rendered offensive or impure. 



§ 1-9-19. DEPOSITING STICKS, TREE TRIMMINGS, ETC. 

It shall be unlawful for any person in any part of the levels, flumes or waterways of the canal to deposit any sticks, 
trimmings of trees or refuse of gardens therein. 



§ 1-9-20. OCCUPATION OF BANK OR RIGHT OF WAY--GENERALLY. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to occupy any unused part of the canal bank or right of way for any purpose, except 
upon the written consent of the Mayor and upon the payment of such rent as the Commission may require. 



§ 1-9-21. SAME--CAMPING, ETC., ON BANKS. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to camp and make a fire on or near the banks of the canal within one hundred yards of 
any dwelling or other building. 



§ 1-9-22. CONSENT OF COMMISSION PREREQUISITE. 

No person shall be entitled to use the waterpower of the canal except with the consent in writing of the Commission. 



§ 1-9-23. TERMS, CONDITIONS, RESTRICTIONS AND LIMITATIONS--GENERALLY. 

    (a) The term grantor as used in this section shall mean the Commission, and the term grantees, as used in this section, 
shall mean the persons using or desiring to use the waterpower of the canal. 

    (b) In addition to the provisions of § 1-9-23 to 1-9-32, the waterpower of the canal shall be let and rented only on the 
following terms, conditions, restrictions and limitations: 

        (1) Bulkheads. The water shall be drawn through a bulkhead. All bulkheads hereafter constructed or repaired shall be 
constructed or repaired by the grantees under the direction and control of the Director of Utilities. Such Director shall have 
the right to appoint inspectors to be present at all times during the progress of such work, which inspectors shall be under 
his control. The compensation of such inspectors and such other expenses that the Augusta-Richmond County Commission 
may incur by reason of such work shall be borne by such grantees. Before commencing such work the grantees shall 
execute to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission a bond with security acceptable to the Commission in the sum of 
ten thousand dollars conditioned to perform the work in a substantial and workmanlike manner and to bold the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission safe and harmless against any loss or damage occasioned by such work. The Augusta-
Richmond County Commission may, in its discretion, at any time, fix such bond at any amount not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars. 

                (2) Ninety-foot strip for towing path. No building of any description shall be erected on the land adjacent to the 
towing path side of the canal, from the Harrisburg Bridge to Coleman's Branch, within ninety feet of the canal water of the 
first level. This ninety-foot strip shall be reserved for a highway and towing path. The water granted to the grantees shall 
be conveyed from the bulkhead aforesaid through a culvert, or as the grantor shall direct, under such ninety-foot strip of 
land, and the culvert shall be substantially constructed, free from leaks and kept in good repair by the grantees. 

                (3) Bulkhead gates; leaks. The bulkhead gates aforesaid shall be at all times under the control of the grantor. 
There shall be no leaks through any portion of the channel through which the water is conveyed to the water wheels of the 
grantees. Should any leaks occur in any of the structures through which the water is conveyed, the same shall be stopped 
by the grantees immediately upon being notified thereof. If the grantees do not proceed immediately, on such notice being 
given, to stop such leaks, the grantor may close the bulkhead gates and shut off the water from the premises of the 
grantees. 

                 (4) Tail races. The tail races shall be so constructed as to be accessible at all times, in such form and size as 
will convey the water from the wheels without piling or backing up above the outlet, and shall have at least five one-
hundredths of a foot fall in one hundred feet. The bottom and sides of tail races shall be smooth and even, so that the 
channel will be of uniform width. 

                (5) Right to enter for inspection. The grantor reserves the right to enter at all times upon premises for the 
purpose of inspecting the bulkhead, cylinders, forbay, flumes, water wheels, water gates, tail race, and every other 
structure connected with the hydraulic power. 

                (6) Horsepower standard. The power of the water shall be reduced to horsepower. The theoretical power of the 
water is the standard by which the value of the water used is to be ascertained and paid for. A horsepower is the unit of 
measure, and is hereby defined to be five hundred and twenty-eight cubic feet of water falling one foot per minute. 

                (7) Measurement of water. The grantor reserves the right to measure at any time the quantity of water used by 



the grantees in the head races and tail races, in the canal above the bulkhead, by the issues of the turbine wheels and by the 
gauges, if any are in use. The grantees shall render all needful facilities to accomplish a correct measurement of all the 
water used and wasted, through leaks and otherwise, by the grantees. 

                 (8) Determination of amount of power used. The amount of power used by the grantees shall be ascertained by 
multiplying the whole fall in feet of the water from the surface of the canal whence it is drawn to the surface of the water 
in the tail race, as it would be if constructed in accordance with subsection (d) of this section, by the number of cubic feet 
of water drawn from the canal per minute, and dividing the product by the divisor five hundred and twenty-eight and the 
quotient will be the number of horsepower. 

                  (9) Gauges. If overshot or breast wheels are used by the grantees, cast iron gauges shall be fixed at the water 
gates to the wheels, and the size of these gauges shall be determined as follows: The quantity of water per second 
necessary to give the amount of power granted shall be ascertained as provided by subsection (h) of this section; then such 
quantity shall be divided by the product of the square root of the head of water above the middle of the aperture, the 
multiplier, 8.0125, and the quotient will be the area of the gauge in square feet, from which the form of the aperture may 
be fixed to suit the local circumstances. The thickness of such gauge shall not exceed one inch. No plank, or any wood, or 
any other material, shall be within three inches of the edges of the aperture which forms the gauge. If turbine water wheels 
are used, the issue of the wheel shall be the gauge, and the aggregate area of such issues shall be fixed according to the 
head of water above the surface of the water in the tail race as follows: The square root of the head of water shall be 
multiplied by 8.0125, and the ascertained quantity in cubic feet, according to subsection (h) of this section, divided by the 
product. 

                (10) Meaning of Head and Fall. When the quantity of water necessary to give the power granted is to be 
ascertained, the words head and fall are understood to mean the whole distance from the surface of the water in the canal 
whence the water is drawn, to the surface of the water in the tail races. In no case shall the head and fall be taken at less 
than the head and fall named in subsection (h )of this section. When the quantity which the gauges and issues mentioned in 
the foregoing and succeeding paragraphs and subsections will discharge is to be ascertained, then the word head is the 
distance from the surface of the water in the canal whence the water is drawn, to the middle line of the gauges and issues 
or to the surface of the water in the tail races, according to the kind of wheel used. 

                (11) Construction of grant; maintenance of dam and canal. The grant of power made by the grantor is forever 
to be subject to all prior grants made by the grantor, and to the natural and providential changes in the river, the grantor not 
intending to grant anything beyond the capabilities of the dam at the head of the canal and the canal, both of which the 
grantor is hereby bound to maintain. Should the grantor neglect and refuse to keep the dam and canal in good repair, so 
that the waters of the river are not conveyed to the premises in quantities fulfilling such capabilities of the dam and canal, 
then, in that case, the grantees may, after a notice of thirty days, proceed to put the dam and canal in the condition required 
to give them, the grantees, the water due to them, and may collect from the grantor, by suit at law, all the costs and charges 
which shall accrue in putting the dam and canal in such condition. 

                (12) Reservation of water for use of city. The grantor hereby reserves for the use of Augusta-Richmond County 
water enough from the first and second levels of the canal to drive the pumps of Augusta-Richmond County waterworks, 
and to supply the reservoir of the waterworks with water at all times. This right shall have precedence over all the grants of 
water made by the grantor on the first and second levels of such canal. The grantor also reserves the right to supply all 
needs of Augusta-Richmond County for water for any purpose, from any level of the canal, and this right shall have 
precedence over all the grants made by the grantor on any level of the canal. 

                (13) Inspection of wheels; use of wheels discharging more water than, granted; increase in amount of water 



use. The grantor shall be allowed to inspect all the water wheels used by the grantees, and to prevent, by any lawful means, 
the grantees from using any wheel that will discharge more water than they are entitled to draw under the grant, except 
under the circumstances named in subsection (n) of this section; nevertheless, if any applicant for waterpower desires to 
use a turbine wheel of greater capacity than he, in the commencement of his business, wished to pay for, which wheel will 
discharge more water than his grant entitles him to draw, he may fix a cast-iron gauge, like that described in subsection (i) 
of this section for overshot water wheels, at the bottom of, or elsewhere in, his wheel pit, through which all the water he is 
entitled to draw shall pass to his wheel, which gauge shall be of such size as will discharge no more water than the 
applicant or grantees agree to pay for. If such applicant shall, after a time, desire to enlarge such gauge and pay for a larger 
quantity of water and the grantor shall have the water to sell, then such gauge may be enlarged to such a size as may be 
agreed upon. The grantor shall be allowed to inspect such gauge at all reasonable times and to prevent, by any lawful 
means, the applicant or grantees from using any gauge that may discharge more water than the grantees are entitled to 
draw under the grant. 

                (14) Increase in use of water when the river is high. It shall be lawful for the grantees to use all increased 
quantity of water when the water from the river is flush and back upon the tail races. Such increase shall only be sufficient 
to keep the amount of power up to the number of horsepower granted, but this can only be done by the use of additional 
wheels, to be used only when the river is higher than the tail races. 

                (15) Explosives; nuisances. No part of the premises bordering on the canal or the ninety-foot strip designated 
as a towing path shall be used for the storage or manufacture of explosive fluids or mixtures of any kind, or for any 
purpose that shall be a nuisance. 

                (16) Meaning of surface of canal; lowering the established surface water line. The surface of the canal 
mentioned in this section is understood to be the established surface water line as hereinafter described. If, at any time, the 
water shall not be kept up to the established line and it shall be found by the grantor impossible to maintain that line, 
giving to all the grantees of Augusta-Richmond County the power granted to them, it shall be lawful for the grantor to 
establish a different surface water line at a lower elevation, and the grantees shall be entitled to draw an increased quantity 
of water, sufficient to give them the power granted. 

                (17) What constitutes the established surface water line. The established surface water line in the canal is to be 
an inclined plane, having the spill of the dam across the river for its summit; from thence it is to fall at the rate of one 
hundredth of a foot in one hundred feet to the lower end of the canal. 

                (18) Passing water across premises in Longstreet's Branch. The grantor reserves the right to pass water across 
any of the premises in the creek known as Longstreet's Branch. 

                (19) Drawing water from canal to clear out obstructions, etc. The grantor hereby reserves the right to draw the 
water from the canal at any time when it deems it necessary to clear out obstructions in the canal, and when repairs and 
improvements to any part of the canal are deemed necessary, or at any other time, or for any other purpose, when the 
grantor deems it necessary to do so to protect the interests of the canal or Augusta-Richmond County, without being liable 
for damages to the grantees any further than the amount of water rent during the time the water is so drawn off. 

                (20) Keeping canal supplied with water. Subject to any limitation imposed on the Grantor by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, the grantor shall keep the canal supplied with water in quantity sufficient to supply all the 
grantees with all the water granted to them by the grantor, so far as the water in the river above the dam will fill the canal 
to the established surface water line above mentioned, except when it is cut off for the purposes and under the 
circumstances named in subsection (19) of this section. 



                (21) Contracts required. No person shall be entitled to the benefits and conditions set out in this section until 
he shall enter into a contract with Augusta-Richmond County council which contract shall contain the terms herein 
contained. 

                (22) Arbitration of disagreements. In case of any disagreement arising between the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission and any of the grantees with respect to the construction to be given to any of the foregoing subsections or 
paragraphs of this section, the matter of disagreement may be submitted to the arbitration of experts in the science of 
hydraulics, each party to select one person known to be an expert in such science, and the two persons thus selected shall 
select a third person of known attainments in such science, and to such three persons, as arbitrators, the matter in dispute 
may be submitted for final decision. The award made by such arbitrators shall be final and conclusive on both parties. 



§ 1-9-24. RATE PER HORSEPOWER. 

The rental charge for waterpower in the canal shall be as established by contract between Augusta-Richmond County and 
such user. 



§ 1-9-25. WHEN AND TO WHOM PAYABLE. 

The water rent for water from the canal used for waterpower purposes shall be paid quarterly on the first days of January, 
April, July and October of each year, in advance, to the comptroller. 



§ 1-9-26. SHUTTING OFF WATER UPON FAILURE TO PAY. 

In the event any water rent for water from the canal used for waterpower purposes is not paid within ten days from the date 
it is due, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission reserves the right to shut off the water from the premises of the 
person in arrears, and to keep the water shut off until all claims for water rent are paid. This reservation shall in no way 
interfere with the rights of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission to enforce all its claims for all water rent due at the 
date of the failure to pay, or to enforce its claims for any water rent which shall accrue in the event Augusta-Richmond 
County council does not exercise the right to shut off the water from the premises of the person in arrears reserved by this 
section. 



§ 1-9-27. LIEN FOR UNPAID WATER RENT--GENERALLY. 

The claim of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission for unpaid water rent for water from the canal used for 
waterpower purposes shall constitute a lien, from the date the water is taken, upon the property of the grantee, namely, 
upon the mill, machinery and real estate, in the nature of a mortgage lien, under the laws of the state. 



§ 1-9-28. SAME--ENFORCEMENT. 

The lien provided for in the preceding section may be enforced by the Commission as provided by the laws of the state for 
the foreclosure of mortgages upon real estate, whenever the water rent referred to in such section shall remain unpaid for 
the space of thirty days from the date it is due and payable. 



§ 1-9-29. EXECUTIONS FOR UNPAID WATER RENT. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may issue execution for unpaid water rent for water from the canal used for 
waterpower purposes whenever the same is due and remains unpaid for the space of five days, and sell thereunder. 



§ 1-9-30. RENEWAL LEASES. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may enter into renewal leases of waterpower of the canal with the present 
users of such power at the rates per horsepower per annum as established by the Commission, which leases shall contain 
the stipulations, terms, restrictions and limitations as provided for in this article. Prior notice of renewal of any leases, or of 
any new lease, shall be given to the Augusta Canal Authority. 



§ 1-10-1. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Augusta-Richmond County Purchasing Procedures is to provide detailed administrative procedures for 
implementation of purchasing policies for Augusta-Richmond County. This chapter shall contain all of the administrative 
rules, regulations, and procedures needed to purchase goods and services and provide other procurement services for 
Augusta-Richmond County government. 



§ 1-10-2. APPLICATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER. 

The requirements of this chapter apply to contracts for the procurement of commodities, services, construction, 
professions, and consultant service products solicited or entered into by Augusta-Richmond County. It shall apply to every 
expenditure of public funds irrespective of the source of the funds. It shall also apply to the disposal of Augusta-Richmond 
County supplies and personal assets. When the procurement involves the expenditure of State or Federal assistance or 
contract funds, the procurement shall be conducted in accordance with applicable State and Federal laws and regulations. 
Nothing in this chapter shall preclude Augusta-Richmond County from complying with the terms and conditions of any 
grant, gift, or bequest that are otherwise consistent with State law. 



§ 1-10-3. SUPPLEMENTARY LAWS.

The Uniform Commercial Code of Georgia (O.C.G.A. 11-1 thru 11-11 as amended) plus other applicable Federal, State, 
and local laws shall apply, as appropriate, to the procurement process. Questions of specific legal applicability may be 
directed through the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator to the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney. 



§ 1-10-4. GOOD FAITH PROVISION. 

All parties involved in the negotiation, performance, or administration of Augusta-Richmond County contracts shall act in 
good faith. Good faith means honesty in fact in the conduct or transaction concerned. (O.C.G.A. 11-2-201) 



§ 1-10-5. PUBLIC ACCESS TO PROCUREMENT INFORMATION. 

Procurement information shall be a public record to the extent required by the laws of the State of Georgia; except, a 
request for proposals (RFP) shall not become public record until the final contract is negotiated and awarded. Any 
financial or commercial data contained in the request for proposals are privileged and confidential and shall not be 
disclosed. 



§ 1-10-6. PREFERENCE FOR LOCAL SUPPLIERS, PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND CONTRACTORS. 

Augusta-Richmond County encourages the use of local suppliers of goods, services and construction products whenever 
possible. Augusta-Richmond County also vigorously supports the advantages of an open competitive market place. 
Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted to mean that the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Purchasing 
Director are restricted in any way from seeking formal bids or proposals from outside the Augusta market area. 

When the quotation or informal bids selection method is used by the Purchasing Director or using agency head to seek 
firms to quote on Augusta-Richmond County commodity, service and construction products, local firms should be 
contacted, if possible, first. Then if the Purchasing Director or using agency head believes that there may not be at least 
three qualified informal bidders, quotes shall be sought from outside the Augusta market area. 

In the event of a tie bid (see § 1-10-43 (h)), when all other factors are equal, the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator 
is encouraged to select the bid from within the local market area. The Administrator shall retain the flexibility to make the 
award of contract to a bidder outside of the local market area if evidence supports collusive bidding in favor of a local 
source. 

The Purchasing Director shall develop a program to routinely search out local firms that offer products or services which 
Augusta-Richmond County may purchase and encourage such firms to place themselves on the bidder's list. 

The Purchasing Director shall work closely with Augusta-Richmond County's Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program 
(see Article 7) in an effort to place such qualified firms on the approved list and their products on the qualified products 
list. 

Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to mean that the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator may abrogate the 
provisions of O.C.G.A. 36-10-1 through 36-10-5, Public Works Contracts. This provision of the State Code requires that 
all County public works contracts of $20,000 or more, as defined therein, be publicly advertised before letting out the 
contract to the lowest bidder. Further, nothing in this section shall be interpreted to mean the County Administrator may 
abrogate the provisions of the Augusta-Richmond County Code requiring public advertising before letting certain 
contracts. 



§ 1-10-7. VALUE ANALYSIS. 

    (a) Purpose. A significant portion of the Augusta-Richmond County Annual Budget is committed each year to various 
purchase contracts such as raw materials, equipment, equipment parts or components, general supplies, and professional 
and non-professional services. Therefore, it is essential that maximum value be obtained for every public tax dollar spent. 
A proven technique for obtaining this goal is value analysis. 

    (b) Definition of value analysis. Value analysis is the organized and systematic study of every element of cost in a part, 
material, or service to make certain it fulfills its function at the lowest possible cost. It employs techniques which identify 
the functions the user wants from a product or service; it establishes by comparison the appropriate cost for each function; 
then, it causes the required knowledge, creativity; and initiative to be used to provide each function for that cost. 

    (c) Application of value analysis to the procurement process. Simply stated, value analysis is a study of function and the 
value of any service, material, or product is established by the minimum cost of other available alternatives, materials, 
products, or services that will perform the same function. To achieve high value, emphasis must be placed on obtaining 
high use value at the lowest possible cost. 

Value analysis is a helpful tool in evaluating bids, but the concept is even more effective if applied at the beginning of the 
process when the need or requirement is being defined. Consequently, the solicitation process can more effectively and 
accurately reflect and describe Augusta-Richmond County's requirements and acceptable levels of quality and 
functionality. As the input of other departments such as Finance is critical to performing a good value analysis, it is 
advisable for Purchasing and the User to seek the cooperation of these disciplines prior to proceeding with major 
purchases. 



§ 1-10-8. COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL REQUIREMENT. 

When the procurement transaction involves the expenditure of State or Federal Assistance, the transaction shall be 
conducted in accordance with any applicable mandatory State or Federal laws and authorized regulations which are not 
reflected in this chapter. 

Notwithstanding where State and Federal assistance or contract funds are used in procurement transaction, any applicable 
local requirements that are more restrictive than State or Federal requirements shall be followed. 



§ 1-10-9. DEFINITIONS--GENERALLY. 

The terms, phrases, words, and their derivations set forth below shall have the meaning given herein. Words not defined 
herein or within the Official Code of Georgia Annotated shall be interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in 
common usage and to give this chapter its most reasonable application. Words used in the singular shall include the plural, 
and the pleural the singular; words used in the present tense shall include the future tense. The words shall, will, and must 
are mandatory and not discretionary. The word may is permissive. 

    (a) Agreement. The bargain of the parties in fact as found in their language or by implication from other circumstances 
including course of dealing or usage of trade or course of performance as provided in O.C.G.A. 11-1-205 and 11-2-208. 
Whether an agreement has legal consequences is determined by the provision of this title, if applicable; otherwise, by the 
law of contracts (O.C.G.A. 11-1-103). (O.C.G.A. 11-2-201) 

    (b) Bid. An offer by an intending purchaser to pay a designated price for property which is about to be sold at auction, 
and an offer to perform a contract for work and labor or supplying materials or goods at a specified price. (Black's Law 
Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (c) Bid Bond. A type of bond required in public construction projects which is filed at the time of the bid and which 
protects Augusta-Richmond County in the event that the bidder refuses to enter into a contract after the award to him or 
withdraws his bid before the award. A type of indemnity bond. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (d) Bidders List. Augusta-Richmond County's official list of qualified persons or vendors to be invited to respond to any 
type of invitation for bids or requests for proposals which shall be maintained by the Purchasing Director. 

    (e) Bill of Lading. A document evidencing the receipt of goods for shipment issued by a person engaged in the business 
of transporting or forwarding goods, and includes an airbill. Airbill means a document serving for air transportation as a 
bill of lading does for marine or rail transportation, and includes an air consignment note or air waybill. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-
201) 

    (f) Blind Trust. An independently managed trust in which the employee-beneficiary has no management rights and in 
which the employee-beneficiary is not given notice of alterations in, or other disposition of, the property subject to the 
trust. 

    (g) Business. Any corporation, partnership, individual, sole proprietorship, joint stock company, joint venture, firm, or 
any other private legal entity. 

    (h) Buyer in ordinary course of business. A person who, in good faith and without knowledge that the sale to him is in 
violation of the ownership rights or security interest of a third party in the goods, buys in ordinary course from a person in 
the business of selling goods of that kind but does not include a pawnbroker. Buying may be for cash or by exchange of 
other property or on secured or unsecured credit and includes receiving goods or documents of title under a preexisting 
contract for sale but does not include a transfer in bulk or as security for or in total a partial satisfaction of money debt. 
(O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (i) Change Order. The formal document effecting a bilateral contract modification that alters the specification, delivery 
point, rate of delivery, period of performance, price, quantity, or other provision of any contract accomplished by mutual 
agreement of the parties to the contract. 



    (j) Commodities. Those things that are useful or serviceable, particularly articles of merchandise moveable in trade. 
Goods, wares, supplies, and merchandise of any kind; movables; articles of trade or commerce are all included within this 
definition. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (k) Construction. The process of building, altering, repairing, improving, or demolishing any public structure or 
building, or other public improvements of any kind to any public real property. It does not include the routine operation, 
routine repair, or routine maintenance of existing structures, buildings, or real property. 

    (l) Contract. The total legal obligation which results from the parties' agreement as affected by this title and any other 
applicable rules of law. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (m) Contract Administration. All activity necessary after award of a contract to administer a contract and to ensure full 
compliance with its terms, conditions, and scope of services. 

    (n) Contract Directive. A written order signed and issued by the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, directing 
the contractor to make changes which the Changes clause of the contract authorized Augusta-Richmond County to order 
without the consent of the contractor. 

    (o) Contract Documents. All items which define the scope of the project including plans and specifications, including 
but not limited to, advertisement for bids, instructions to bidders, bid proposal, proposed contracts, proposed bond form, 
general conditions, special conditions, and technical specifications. 

    (p) Contract Modification. Any change order, contract price adjustment or contract revision or similar document which 
modifies an existing contract. 

    (q) Contractor and/or Sub-Contractor. Any person having a contract with Augusta-Richmond County, a using agency 
of Augusta-Richmond County, or a contractor thereof. 

    (r) Cooperative Procurement. Acquiring commodities, services, and construction by, or on behalf of, more than one 
public procurement unit. 

    (s) Cost Analysis. The evaluation of cost data for the purpose of arriving at costs actually incurred or estimates of costs 
to be incurred, prices to be paid, and costs to be reimbursed. 

    (t) Cost Data. The factual information concerning the cost of labor, material, overhead, and other cost elements which 
are expected to be incurred or which have been actually incurred by the contractor in performing the contract. 

    (u) Cost-reimbursement Contract. A contract under which a contractor is reimbursed for costs which are allowable and 
in accordance with the contract terms and the provisions of this chapter, and a fee or profit, if any. 

    (v) County. Richmond County, Georgia. 

    (w) County Commission. The Board of Commissioners of Richmond County which is the governing body of Richmond 



County. 

    (x) County Commission Mayor. The chief executive officer of Richmond County who is authorized to sign all contracts 
for the Board of Commissioners. 

    (y) County Administrator. The chief appointed administrative office of Richmond County. 

    (z) Creditor. Includes a general creditor, a secured creditor, a lien creditor and any representative of creditors, including 
an assignee for the benefit of creditors, a trustee in bankruptcy, a receiver in equity, and an executor or administrator of an 
insolvent debtor's or assignor's estate. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (aa) Days. Richmond County working days. 

    (bb) Debarment. To bar, exclude, or preclude from having or doing something. Exclusion from government contracting 
and subcontracting. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (cc) Delivery with respect to instruments, documents of title, chattel paper, or securities. Voluntary transfer of 
possession. 

    (dd) Designee. A duly authorized representative of a person holding a superior position. 

    (ee) Direct or Indirect Participation. Involvement through decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, 
preparation of any part of a purchase request, influencing the content of any specification or procurement standard, 
rendering of advice, investigation, auditing, or in any other advisory capacity. 

    (ff) Document of Title. Includes bill of lading, dock warrant, dock receipt, warehouse receipt or order for the delivery of 
goods, and also any other document which in the regular course of business or financing is treated as adequately 
evidencing that the person in possession of it is entitled to receive, hold, and dispose of the document and the goods it 
covers. To be a document title, a document must purport to be issued by or addressed to a bailee and purport to cover 
goods in the bailee's possession which are either identified or are fungible portions of an identified mass. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-
201) 

    (gg) Emergency. Any reasonably unforeseen circumstances, i.e. breakdown in major equipment, threatened termination 
or curtailment of an essential service, or development of a dangerous condition that creates an immediate threat to public 
health, welfare or safety. 

    (hh) Employee. An individual drawing a salary or wages from Richmond County, whether elected or not; any non-
compensated individual performing personal services for Richmond County or any department, agency, commission, 
council, board, or any other entity established by the executive, legislative or judicial branch of the County; and any non-
compensated individual serving as an elected official of Richmond County. 

    (ii) Fault. Wrongful act, omission or breach. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (jj) Financial Interest. All direct ownership interests of the total assets or capital stock of a business entity where such 



ownership interest is ten (10) percent or more. (O.C.G.A. 36-67A-1) 

    (kk) Firm. Any individual, partnership, corporation, association, joint venture, or other legal entity permitted by law to 
practice or offer professional or consultant services. 

    (ll) Fungible with respect to goods or securities. Goods or securities of which any unit is, by nature or usage of trade, 
the equivalent of any other like unit. Goods which are not fungible shall be deemed fungible for the purpose of this title to 
the extent that under a particular agreement or document unlike units are treated as equivalents. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (mm) Good Faith. Honesty in fact in the conduct or transaction concerned. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (nn) Gratuity. A payment, loan, subscription, advance, deposit of money, service, or anything of more than nominal 
value, present or promised, unless consideration of substantially equal or greater value is received. 

    (oo) Genuine. Free of forgery or counterfeiting. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-210) 

    (pp) Holder. A person who is in possession of a document of title or an instrument or an investment security drawn, 
issued, or endorsed to him or to his order or to bearer or in blank. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (qq) Honor. To pay or to accept and pay, or where a credit so engages, to purchase or discount a draft complying with 
the terms of credit. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (rr) Immediate Relative or Immediate Family. Father, mother, son, daughter, brothers, sisters, grandparents or 
grandchildren, wife or husband, or the wife or husband of any of the preceding persons. 

    (ss) Invitation for Bids. A type of advertisement used by one who desires bids to be submitted for a particular project 
and includes all documents, whether attached or incorporated by reference, utilized for soliciting an intelligent bid. 

    (tt) Let (contracts). Award to one of several persons, who have submitted proposals (bids) therefor, the contract for 
erecting public works or doing some part of the work connected therewith, or rendering some other service to the 
government for a stipulated compensation. Letting the contract is the choosing of one from among the number of bidders, 
and the formal making of the contract with him. The letting, or putting out, is a different thing from the invitation to make 
proposals; the letting is subsequent to the invitation. It is the act of awarding the contract to the proposer, after the 
proposals have been received and considered. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (uu) Lowest and Best Bidder. The most responsive bidder or offerer as herein defined who has offered the requested 
goods, services, or construction for the lowest cost. 

    (vv) Nominal Value. Any gift or gratuity of less than twenty-five dollars. 

    (ww) Notice. Knowledge, or a notice or notification received by an organization is effective for a particular transaction 
from the time when it is brought to the attention of the individual conducting that transaction, and in any event from the 
time when it would have been brought to his attention if the organization had exercised diligence. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 



    (xx) A person has notice of fact when: 

        (1) He has actual knowledge of it; or 

        (2) He has received a notice or notification or it; or 

        (3) From all the facts and circumstances known to him at the time in question he has reason to know that it exists. 

A person knows or has knowledge of a fact when he has actual knowledge of it. Discover or learn or a word or phrase of 
similar import refers to knowledge rather than to reason to know. The time and circumstances under which a notice or 
notification may cease to be effective are not determined by this title. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (yy) A person notifies or gives a notice or notification to another by taking such steps as may be reasonably required to 
inform the other in ordinary course whether or not such other actually comes to know of it. A person receives a notice or 
notification when: 

        (1) It comes to his attention; or 

        (2) It is duly delivered at the place of business through which the contract was made or at any other place held out by 
him as the place for receipt of such communications. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (zz) Offer. A proposal or bid submitted in response to a request for proposal or invitation for bids. 

A proposal to do a thing or pay an amount, usually accompanied by an expected acceptance, counter-offer, return promise, 
or act. A manifestation or willingness to enter into a bargain, so made as to justify another person in understanding that his 
assent to that bargain is invited and will conclude it. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (aaa) Organization. Includes a corporation, government or governmental subdivision or agency, business trust, estate, 
trust, partnership or association, two or more persons having a joint or common interest, or any other legal or commercial 
entity. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (bbb) Party as distinct from third party. A person who has engaged in a transaction or made an agreement within this 
title. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (ccc) Person. Any business, individual, union, committee, club, other organization, or group of individuals. 

    (ddd) Pre-qualification. The process to determine whether a prospective bidder or proposer satisfies the criteria 
established for inclusion on the pre-qualified bidders or proposers list. 

    (eee) Presumption or Presumed. The trier of fact must find the existence of the fact presumed unless and until evidence 
is introduced which would support a finding of its nonexistence. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (fff) Price Analysis. The evaluation of price data, without analysis of the separate cost components and profit as in cost 



analysis, which may assist in arriving at prices to be paid and costs to be reimbursed. 

    (ggg) Pricing Data. The factual information concerning prices for items substantially similar to those being procured. 
Prices in this definition refer to offered selling prices, historical selling prices, and current selling prices. The definition 
refers to data relevant to both prime and sub-contract prices. 

    (hhh) Procurement. The buying, purchasing, renting, leasing, or otherwise acquiring of any goods, supplies, services, or 
construction products. It also includes all functions that pertain to the obtaining of any supply, service, professional service 
or construction product, including description of requirements, selection, and solicitation of sources, preparation, and 
award of contract. 

    (iii) Product. Something produced by physical labor or intellectual effort or something produced naturally or as a result 
of natural process as by generation or growth. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition). As used in this chapter, the term 
product is a very broad term that could include all types of commodities, supplies, equipment, materials, goods, services 
and construction. 

    (jjj) Product Reference. A specification limited to one or more items by manufacturers' names or catalog numbers to 
describe the standard of quality, performance, and other salient characteristics needed to meet County requirements, and 
which provides for the submission of equivalent products. 

    (kkk) Professional Services. Those licensed and professional services as defined by the laws of the State of Georgia. 

    (lll) Proposal. An offer; something proffered. An offer, by one person to another, of the terms and conditions with 
reference to some work or undertaking, or for the transfer of property, the acceptance whereof will make a contract 
between them. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

Proposals for professional services received by the County will be evaluated for their comparative level of compliance 
with the specifications issued for the project. The evaluation of proposals may or may not include proposed price as one of 
the evaluation criteria. 

    (mmm) Public Procurement Unit. Any unit or subunit of any federal, state, or local government, or any non-profit 
entity which expends public funds for the procurement of commodities, services, or construction products. 

    (nnn) Public Sale. A sale: 

        (1) Held at a place reasonably available to persons who might desire to attend and submit bids; and 

        (2) At which those attending shall be given the opportunity to bid on a competitive basis; and 

        (3) At which the sale, if made, shall be made to the highest and best bidder; and 

        (4) Except as otherwise provided in this title for advertising or dispensing with the advertising of public sales, of 
which notice is given by advertisement once a week for two weeks in the newspaper in which the sheriff's advertisements 
are published, in the county where the sale is to be held, and which notice shall state the day and hour, between 10:00 a.m. 



and 4:00 p.m., and the place of sale, and shall briefly identify the goods to be sold. 

The provisions of this paragraph shall not be in derogation of any additional requirements relating to notice of any conduct 
of any such public sale as may be contained in other provisions of this title but shall be supplementary thereto. (O.C.G.A. 
11-1-201) 

    (ooo) Public Works Contract. Any contract for a county government public works project valued at $20,000 or more as 
more fully defined in O.C.G.A. 36-10 and Article X of this chapter. 

    (ppp) Purchase. Includes taking by sale, discount, negotiation, mortgage, pledge, lien, issue or reissue, gift, or any other 
voluntary transaction creating an interest in property. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (qqq) Purchaser. A person who takes by purchase. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (rrr) Purchase Order. A document authorizing a seller to deliver goods with payment to be made later. A written 
authorization calling on a vendor or supplier to furnish goods to the person ordering such. It constitutes an offer which is 
accepted when the vendor supplies the quantity and quality ordered. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (sss) Purchasing Director. The supervisor of the Purchasing Department and as further defined in the Richmond 
County Code and elsewhere in this chapter. 

    (ttt) Qualified Products List. An approved list of commodities described by model or catalog numbers, which, prior to 
competitive solicitation, the County has determined will meet the applicable product specifications requirements. 

    (uuu) Quotations or informal bids selection method. The method for submitting a bid to perform work or offer a 
commodity to the County on a proposed contract without the formality of a written proposal or sealed bid. See §505 for 
additional detail defining the quotations or informal selection method. 

    (vvv) Representative. Includes an agent, an officer of a corporation or association, and a trustee, executor or 
administrator of an estate, or any other person empowered to act for another. (O.C.G.A. 1-11-201) 

    (www) Requisition. The document whereby the using agencies request that a purchase be made on their behalf. 
Requisition includes, but is not limited to, a description of the requested commodity, service or construction product, 
delivery schedule, transportation data, criteria for evaluation, suggested sources of supply, and information supplied for the 
working of any written determination required by this chapter. 

    (xxx) Request for Proposals (RFP). All documents, whether attached or incorporated by reference, utilized for 
soliciting proposals. 

    (yyy) Request for Qualifications (RFQ). A method used to predetermine the capacity of prospective bidders or 
proposers for a specific project. 

    (zzz) Request for Quotations (RFQ). An informal solicitation for prices. 



    (aaaa) Responsible Bidder or Proposer. A person who has the capability in all respects to perform fully the contract 
requirements, and the tenacity, perseverance, experience, integrity, reliability, capacity, facilities, equipment, and credit 
which will assure good faith performance. In considering whether a bidder is responsible, the Purchasing Director, County 
Administrator, using agency head, or County Commission may consider the bidder's quality of work, general reputation in 
the community, financial responsibility, and previous employment or use by the County. 

    (bbbb) Responsive Bidder or Proposer. A person who has submitted a bid or proposal which conforms in all material 
respects to the requirements set forth in the invitation for bids or request for proposal. 

    (cccc) Sealed Bid. A method for submitting a bid to perform work on a proposed contract. In general, each party 
interested submits a bid in a sealed envelope, and all such bids are opened at the same time and the most favorable 
responsible bid is accepted. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) See §502 for additional detail explaining the sealed bid 
selection method. 

    (dddd) Sealed Proposal. A method for submitting a proposal for services or a combination of services and commodities 
on a proposed contract. In general, each party interested submits a proposal in two sealed envelopes. One envelope shall 
contain the price proposal and the second sealed envelope shall contain the technical (non-price data) proposal. The 
technical proposal shall be opened and reviewed and ranked by the Purchasing Director before the price proposal is opened 
and reviewed. The sealed proposal method is not intended to be done as a public bid opening because of the technical 
complexities of the proposal which must be reviewed in detail before the proposals can be compared, rated, and ranked. 

    (eeee) Security Interest. An interest in personal property or fixtures which secures payment or performance of an 
obligation. The retention or reservation of title by a seller of goods notwithstanding shipment or delivery to the buyer 
(O.C.G.A. 11-2-401) is limited in effect to a reservation of a security interest. The term also includes any interest of a 
buyer of accounts, or chattel paper which is subject to Article IX of this title. The special property interest of a buyer of 
goods on identification of such goods to a contract for sale under O.C.G.A. 11-2-401 is not a security interest, but buyer 
may also acquire a security interest by complying with Article IX of this title. Unless a lease or consignment is intended as 
security, reservation of title thereunder is not a security interest but a consignment is in any event subject to the provisions 
on consignment sale (O.C.G.A. 11-2-326). Whether a lease is intended as security is to be determined by the facts of each 
case; however, (a) the inclusion of an option to purchase does not of itself make the lease one intended for security, and (b) 
an agreement that upon compliance with the terms of the lease, the lessee shall become or has the option to become the 
owner of the property for no additional consideration or for a nominal consideration does make the lease one intended for 
security. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (ffff) Send in connection with any writing or notice. To deposit in the mail or deliver for transmission by any other 
usual means of communication with postage or cost of transmission provided for and properly addressed and in the case of 
an instrument to an address specified thereon or otherwise agreed, or if there be none, to any address reasonable under the 
circumstances. The receipt of any writing or notice within the time at which it would have arrived if properly sent has the 
effect of a proper sending. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (gggg) Services. The furnishing of labor, time or effort by a contractor, not involving the delivery of a specific end 
product other than reports which are merely incidental to the required performance. This term shall not include 
employment agreements or collective bargaining agreements. 

    (hhhh) Signed. Includes any symbol executed or adopted by a party with present intention to authenticate a writing. 
(O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 



    (iiii) Small Business. A United States business which is independently owned and which is not dominant in its field of 
operation or an affiliate or subsidiary of a business dominant in its field of operation. 

    (jjjj) Sole Source. That there is only one source for the procurement of any goods, supplies, services or construction. 
Only one source means that there is only one manufacturer or product source and/or only one vendor source for the 
required commodities, services or construction products. 

    (kkkk) Specification. Any description of the physical or functional characteristics or of the nature of commodities, 
services, or construction products. It may include a description of any requirement for inspecting, testing, or preparing a 
commodity, service, or construction product for delivery. 

    (llll) Substantial Interest. The direct or indirect ownership of more than 25 percent of the assets or stock of any 
business. (O.C.G.A. 45-10-20) 

    (mmmm) Supplies. Those accumulated stores reserved for distribution (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition), and for 
the purposes of this chapter shall include any goods, equipment, material or other personal property owned by Richmond 
County and available for use by the personnel of the organization. 

    (nnnn) Surplus Supplies. Any County supplies no longer needed having any use to Richmond County as determined of 
official action of the Board of Commissioners. 

    (oooo) Suspension. A temporary stop, a temporary delay, interruption, or cessation. A temporary cutting off or 
debarring one, as from the privileges of one's profession. Temporary withdrawal or cessation as distinguished from 
permanent severance accomplished by debarment. (Black's Law Dictionary, 5th Edition) 

    (pppp) Term. That portion of an agreement which relates to a particular matter. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (qqqq) Transact Business or transact any business. To sell or lease any personal property, real property, or services on 
behalf of oneself or on behalf of any third party as an agent, broker, dealer, or representative and means to purchase 
surplus real or personal property on behalf of oneself or on behalf of any third party as an agent, broker, dealer, or 
representative. (O.C.G.A. 45-10-20) 

    (rrrr) Unauthorized signature or endorsement. One made without actual, implied, or apparent authority and includes a 
forgery. 

    (ssss) Using Agency. Any department, commission, board, office, authority, or division of Richmond County requiring 
commodities, services or construction products or professional or other consultant services. 

    (tttt) Using Agency Head. The director or head of a using agency who is responsible for the administration or such using 
agency. 

    (uuuu) Value. Except as otherwise provided with respect to negotiable instruments and bank collections (O.C.G.A. 
Sections 11-3-303, 11-4-208, and 11-4-209) a person gives value for rights if he acquires them: 



        (1) In return for a binding commitment to extend credit or for the extension of immediately available credit whether 
or not drawn upon and whether or not a charge-back is provided for in the event of difficulties in collection; or 

        (2) As security for or in total or partial satisfaction of a preexisting claim; or 

        (3) By accepting delivery pursuant to a preexisting contract for purchase; or 

        (4) Generally, in return for any consideration sufficient to support a simple contract. (O.C.G.A. 11-1-201) 

    (vvvv) Value Analysis. An organized and systemic study of every element of cost in a part, material, or service to make 
certain it fulfills its function at the lowest possible cost. 

    (wwww) Warehouse Receipt. A receipt issued by a person engaged in the business of storing goods for hire. (O.C.G.A. 
11-1-201) 

    (xxxx) Warranty Period. A one-year period following final acceptance of the project during which the contractor is 
responsible for repair of any work not caused by vandalism or natural disaster. 



§ 1-10-10. EMPLOYEE CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official to transact any business or participate 
directly or indirectly in a procurement contract when the employee or official knows that: 

    (a) the employee or official or any member of the employee's or official's immediate family has a substantial interest or 
financial interest pertaining to the procurement contract, except that the purchase of goods and services from businesses 
which a member of the Commission or other Augusta-Richmond County employee has a financial interest is authorized as 
per O.C.G.A. § 36-1-14, or the procurement contract is awarded pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 45-10-22 and § 45-10-24, or the 
transaction is excepted from said restrictions by O.C.G.A. § 45-10-25; 

    (b) any other person, business, or organization with whom the employee or official or any member of an employee's or 
official's immediate family is negotiating or has an arrangement concerning prospective employment is involved in the 
procurement contract. 

An employee or official or any member of an employee's or official's immediate family who holds a substantial interest or 
financial interest in a disclosed blind trust shall not be deemed to have a conflict of interest with regard to matters 
pertaining to that substantial interest or financial interest. 



§ 1-10-11. GRATUITIES, REBATES AND KICKBACKS. 

    (a) Gratuities. It shall be unethical for any person to offer, give, or agree to give any Augusta-Richmond County 
employee or official, or for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official to solicit, demand, accept, or agree to 
accept from another person, a gratuity of more than nominal value or rebate or an offer of employment in connection with 
any decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, or preparation of any part of a program requirement or a purchase 
request, influencing the content of any specification or procurement standard, rendering of advice, investigation, auditing, 
or in any other advisory capacity in any proceeding or application, request for ruling, determination, claim or controversy, 
or other particular matter, pertaining to any program requirement or a contract or subcontract, or to any solicitation or 
proposal therefor. 

    (b) Kickbacks and rebates. It shall be unethical for any payment, gratuity, or offer of employment to be made by or on 
behalf of a subcontractor under a contract to the prime contractor or higher tier subcontractor, or any person associated 
therewith, as an inducement for the award of a subcontract or order. 

    (c) Contract clause. The prohibition against gratuities, rebates and kickbacks prescribed in this Section shall be 
conspicuously set forth in every contract and solicitation therefor. 

    (d) Courtesies. Employees may accept for themselves and members of their families common courtesies usually 
associated with customary business practices so long as a strict standard is enforced with respect to gifts, services, 
discounts, entertainment, or consideration of any kind from suppliers of merchandise, services, supplies, etc. to Augusta-
Richmond County. 

    (e) Cash. It is never permissible for an Augusta-Richmond County official or employee to accept a gift in cash or cash 
equivalent (e.g. stocks or other forms of marketable securities) of any amount. 



§ 1-10-12. PROHIBITION AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES. 

It shall be unethical for a person to be retained, or to retain a person, to solicit or secure an Augusta-Richmond County 
contract upon any agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except for 
retention of bona fide employees or bona fide established commercial selling agencies for the purpose of securing 
business. 



§ 1-10-13. CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITED. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official who is participating directly or indirectly in 
the procurement process to become, or to be while such an employee or official, the employee of any person contracting 
with Augusta-Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-10-14. WAIVER FROM CONTEMPORANEOUS EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITION AND OTHER 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may grant a waiver from the employee conflict of interest provision or the 
contemporaneous employment provision upon making a written determination that: 

    (a) the contemporaneous employment or financial interest of the employee has been publicly disclosed; 

    (b) the employee will be able to perform his/her procurement functions without actual or apparent bias or favoritism; 
and 

    (c) the award will be in the best interests of Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-10-15. USE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

It shall be unethical for any Augusta-Richmond County employee or official knowingly to use confidential information for 
actual or anticipated personal gain, or for the actual or anticipated personal gain of any other person. 



§ 1-10-16. INSIDE INFORMATION. 

No Augusta-Richmond County official or employee shall:

    (a) Give or release without proper authority to anyone not employed by Augusta-Richmond County or to another 
employee or official who has no need for the information, data or information of a confidential or proprietary nature, such 
as a tax sale obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service. 

    (b) Use non-public information obtained while in Augusta-Richmond County's employment or service, including 
information about customers or suppliers, for the personal profit of that employee or official or anyone else. This includes, 
but is not limited to, taking advantage of such information by: 

        (1) Trading or providing information for others to trade in securities; 

        (2) Acquiring a real property interest of any kind, including but not limited to plant or office sites or adjacent 
properties; or 

        (3) Acquiring options to obtain interest in royalties, minerals, or real property for the purpose of obtaining mineral or 
royalty interest. 



§ 1-10-17. USE OF POSITION FOR GAIN. 

No Augusta-Richmond County official or employee shall use his official position or office to obtain financial gain for 
himself. 



§ 1-10-18. UNAUTHORIZED PURCHASES. 

No purchases of materials, supplies, equipment and services shall be made in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or 
one of its departments, or through its purchasing department, except such as are required for official use by Augusta-
Richmond County or one of its departments. Purchases in the name of Augusta-Richmond County or a department for 
personal use by an individual or for other than official use are prohibited, and no Augusta-Richmond County funds will be 
expended or advanced therefor. 



§ 1-10-19. AGREEMENT OF CANDIDATES INVOLVING WORK OR APPOINTMENTS. 

It shall be unethical for any candidate for the office of mayor or commissioner to enter into any agreement or 
understanding with any person as to the disposal of any work or appointment which is or shall be under the control of the 
Commission. 



§ 1-10-20. PENALTIES AND SANCTIONS. 

    (a) Legal or disciplinary action by Commission. The Commission may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions 
against any Augusta-Richmond County official, vendor, contractor, organization, or person in violation of these ethical 
standards. 

    (b) Legal or disciplinary action by Augusta-Richmond County Administrator. The Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator may take appropriate legal and/or disciplinary actions against any Augusta-Richmond County employee 
subject to the Administrator's supervision and control as defined in the Augusta-Richmond County Code, subject to the 
appropriate appeals process of Augusta-Richmond County. 

        (c) Legal or disciplinary action by Elected/Constitutional Officers of Augusta-Richmond County. The Constitutional 
Officers and other Elected Officers of Augusta-Richmond County may take the appropriate legal and/or disciplinary 
actions against any employee under their supervision and control subject to the appropriate appeals process of Augusta-
Richmond County. 

        (d) Administrative penalties for employees. The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Constitutional/Elected 
Officer may impose any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on an Augusta-Richmond County employee 
for violations of the ethical standards in this Section as appropriate to the situation, subject to the Personnel Manual or 
other appropriate appeals procedures: 

        (1) oral or written warnings or reprimands; 

        (2) suspensions with or without pay for specified periods of time; or 

        (3) termination of employment. 

    (e) Administrative penalties for outside contractors/vendors. The Augusta-Richmond County Commission may impose 
any one or more of the following penalties or sanctions on a vendor/contractor or other person or organization for 
violations of these ethical standards: 

        (1) written warnings or reprimands; 

        (2) termination of contracts; or 

                (3) debarment or suspension as provided in § 1-10-65 (Authority to Debar or Suspend). 



§ 1-10-21. RECOVERY OF VALUE TRANSFERRED OR RECEIVED IN BREACH OF ETHICAL 
STANDARDS. 

    (a) General provisions. The value of anything transferred or received in breach of the ethical standards of this chapter by 
an Augusta-Richmond County employee or a vendor/contractor or other person may be recovered from either party. 

    (b) Recovery of kickbacks by Augusta-Richmond County. Upon showing that a subcontractor made a kickback to a prime 
contractor or a higher tier subcontractor in connection with the award of a subcontract or order thereunder, it shall be 
conclusively presumed that the amount thereof was included in the price of the subcontract or order and ultimately borne 
by Augusta-Richmond County and will be recoverable hereunder from the recipient. In addition, that amount may also be 
recovered from the subcontractor making such kickbacks. Recovery from one offending party shall not preclude recovery 
from other offending parties. 



§ 1-10-22. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 

       (a) No employee or official shall make any contribution of Augusta-Richmond County funds, property, or services to 
any political party or committee, or to any candidate for or holder of any office of the government--national, state, local, or 
foreign. 

       (b) Nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting the making of political contributions by any vendor/contractor or 
other person or organization to any candidate for public office, so long as the contribution is made without any agreement 
or understanding with regard to future or pending contracts or purchase orders. 



§ 1-10-23. AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF PURCHASING DIRECTOR. 

    (a) Authority. The Purchasing Director is designated as the principal public purchasing official for Augusta-Richmond 
County, and shall be responsible for the procurement of commodities, services, construction, and professional service 
products in accordance with the Augusta-Richmond County Code and this chapter. 

    (b) Duties. In accordance with the Augusta-Richmond County Code, the duties of the Purchasing Director are further 
elaborated upon to include but not be limited to: 

        (1) procuring or supervising the procurement of all commodities, services, construction, and professional and 
consultant service products needed by Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (2) acting to procure for Augusta-Richmond County the highest quality in commodities, construction and service 
products at the least cost to Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (3) discouraging uniform bidding and endeavoring to obtain as full and open competition as possible on all purchases 
and sales; 

        (4) keeping informed of current developments in the field of purchasing, prices, market conditions and new products, 
and secure for Augusta-Richmond County the benefits of research conducted in the field of purchasing by other 
governmental jurisdictions, national technical societies, trade associations having national recognition, and by private 
businesses or organizations; 

        (5) prescribing and maintaining such forms as needed to operate the purchasing program; 

        (6) preparing, recommending, and implementing standard purchasing nomenclature for using agencies and product 
suppliers; 

        (7) preparing, adopting and properly maintaining a vendors' catalog file and qualified products list, if needed; 

        (8) exploring cooperative ventures and possibilities of buying in bulk so as to take full advantage of discounts; 

        (9) procuring for Augusta-Richmond County whenever possible all tax exemptions; 

        (10) cooperating with using agencies so as to secure for Augusta-Richmond County the maximum efficiency in 
budgeting and accounting; 

        (11) recommending to the Administrator that product vendors who are irresponsible and non-responsive or default on 
contracts be disqualified from receiving any business from Augusta-Richmond County for an appropriate period of time; 

        (12) exercising general supervision over all other inventories of supplies belonging to Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (13) establishing and maintaining programs for specifications development, contract administration, and inspecting, 
testing and acceptance, in cooperation with the public agencies using the commodities, services and construction products; 



        (14) working to ensure equal opportunity for disadvantaged business owners; 

        (15) selling, trading, or otherwise disposing or surplus supplies belonging to Augusta-Richmond County; 

                (16) prequalifying suppliers; 

                (17) prequalifying products, especially janitorial products, through the study of testing data; 

                (18) maintaining the official Augusta-Richmond County bidder's list; and 

                (19) any other duty assigned by the Administrator that is within the intent and scope of duties set forth in the 
Augusta-Richmond County Code. 

 



§ 1-10-24. CENTRALIZATION OF PROCUREMENT FUNCTION. 

    (a) The Purchasing Director or designee shall solicit all bids or proposals for the procurement of commodities, services, 
and construction products, professional or consultant service products and personal property disposition for all using 
agencies of Augusta-Richmond County, except for certain purchases officially authorized to be made by an elected official 
or using agency head (refer to § 1-10-71 (e) - Authority to Approve, Sign, and Execute Contracts by Type). 

    (b) Augusta-Richmond County shall not be legally bound by any purchase order or contract made contrary to the 
provisions of the Augusta-Richmond County Code and this chapter. Except as may be specifically provided herein, it shall 
be a violation of this chapter for any officer or employee of Augusta-Richmond County or other person to order the 
purchase of any commodities, make contracts for any services, or dispose of any property within the purview of this 
chapter other than through the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Purchasing Director. Violators shall be subject 
to penalties provided in Article 8 of this chapter. 



§ 1-10-25. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of a specification is to provide a description and statement of the requirements of a product, components of a 
product, the capability or performance of a product, and/or the service or work to be performed to create a product. The 
term product is a very broad term that could include commodities, supplies, goods, equipment, materials, construction and 
services. 



§ 1-10-26. TYPES OF SPECIFICATIONS. 

    (a) Design. This specification describes and states the required functional, physical and quality characteristics of a 
product, components of products, or services. 

    (b) Performance. This specification describes and states the intended use, operating conditions, specific features and 
characteristics, and performance capability of the product. For construction or services, a performance specification states 
the methods to be employee and/or standards to be met, specific starting and completion schedule, and frequency of the 
service to be performed to develop the final product. 

    (c) Design/performance. This specification is a combination of types (a) and (b) described above. It is a complete 
description and statement of the required physical makeup, functionality, intended use, operating conditions, specific 
features and characteristics, and performance capability of the product. 

    (d) Service availability. If availability of service is to be a criteria for awarding a contract, the specifications shall clearly 
state that service availability may be considered in determining the most responsible bid, and the bidders shall be required 
to submit information concerning their ability to service and maintain the product or equipment. 

A specification should be complete in its statement requirements. Other published specifications can be incorporated (e.g., 
Georgia D.O.T. Specifications, Underwriters Laboratory, etc.); however, original statements are preferable. A specification 
may also include provisions for testing and inspecting where necessary. 



§ 1-10-27. MAXIMUM PRACTICABLE COMPETITION. 

All specifications shall be drafted so as to promote overall economy for the purpose intended and encourage competition in 
satisfying Augusta-Richmond County's needs, and shall not be unduly restrictive. The procedures in this Section apply to 
all specifications including, but not limited to, those prepared for Augusta-Richmond County by architects, engineers, 
designers, draftsmen, and other consulting persons. 



§ 1-10-28. QUALIFIED PRODUCTS LIST. 

    (a) Augusta-Richmond County shall advertise at least once per fiscal year for vendors to register with the purchasing 
department the products and services they wish to offer Augusta-Richmond County. Augusta-Richmond County shall keep 
an index of these vendors by name and the list shall be cross referenced for products and services. The vendor's name shall 
be kept for two (2) years or permanently if the vendor continues to offer bids. Records shall be kept as to the number of 
times a vendor is contacted for informal quotes and other bids. Upon the request of a vendor, the said vendor shall be 
added or deleted from the list. The use of such a list is not intended to restrict competition. Any vendor may submit, prior 
to product solicitation, a commodity, product or service to the Purchasing Director for review and possible inclusion on the 
qualified products list. 

    (b) Vendors shall be removed from the vendor list for the following reasons: 

        (1) Declining to offer bids for a two-year period. 

        (2) Suspension for the following shall not be for less than three (3) months or more than three (3) years: 

        a. Failing to satisfactorily meet terms, agreements, or contracts made with the purchasing department or the using 
agency. 

        b. Being convicted of criminal offenses in obtaining contracts or convicted of embezzlement, violation of state or 
federal anti-trust statutes, or any other crime which indicates a lack of business integrity or honesty. 

        c. Violating contract provisions or failing to perform without good cause or any other cause which the Purchasing 
Director deems to be so serious as to affect the responsibility of a contractor, including disbarment or suspension from a 
vendor list by another governmental entity. 

        d. Violating the standards as set forth in Article II hereof for conflicts of interest. 



§ 1-10-29. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON VENDORS. 

The Department Head and/or the Administrator is directed to provide the bid amount as submitted, information concerning 
the vendor's previous performance, the service and quality of the products offered, the availability of the goods and 
services when needed, adherence to delivery schedules, and other criteria pertinent to that particular item, on vendors who 
have submitted bids, proposals, or contracts for the Commission's consideration. The information is to be included in the 
backup documents for the Commission's consideration in awarding the contract. 



§ 1-10-30. PRODUCT REFERENCES IN SPECIFICATIONS. 

    (a) Use. Product references may be used in specifications, in conjunction with other descriptive narrative, when: 

        (1) no other design or performance specification or qualified products list is available; 

        (2) time does not permit the preparation of another form of purchase description; 

        (3) the nature of the product or the nature of Augusta-Richmond County's requirements dictates the use of a brand 
name or equal reference in the specification; or 

        (4) the use of a brand name or equal specification is in Augusta-Richmond County's best interests. 

    (b) Designation of several products references. Product reference or equal specifications shall seek to identify as many 
different product references as are practicable, as or equal references and shall further state that substantially equivalent 
products to those designated will be considered for award, unless conditions warrant otherwise. 

Unless otherwise authorized by the Administrator, product reference or equal specifications shall include a description of 
the particular design, functional, or performance characteristics which are required. 

Where a product reference or equal specification is used in a solicitation, the solicitation shall contain explanatory 
language that the use of the product reference is for the purpose of describing the standard of quality, performance, and 
characteristics desired and is not intended to limit or restrict competition. 

       (c) In all cases where brand name items are requisitioned by any department, the Purchasing Director has the 
authority to determine whether similar products of equal quality offered for sale to Augusta-Richmond County at a lower 
price shall be ordered in lieu of the requisitioned brand name items. 



§ 1-10-31. RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPECIFICATIONS. 

The responsibility for acquiring specifications data rests primarily with the using agency head concerned. Purchasing 
personnel will assist with this task by providing copies of previously used specifications, brochures, or other reference 
materials. However, the Purchasing office staff's primary responsibility is to develop the data provided by the using agency 
head into the proper format for the solicitation of bids, proposals, or quotations. 



§ 1-10-32. INSPECTION OF PURCHASES. 

The purchasing agent in conjunction with the using agency or department head shall inspect, or supervise the inspection of, 
all deliveries of materials, supplies or contractual services to determine their conformance with the specifications set forth 
in the pertinent purchase order or contract. The purchasing agent may require chemical and physical tests of samples 
submitted with bids and samples of deliveries, which examinations are necessary to determine quality of the samples and 
conformance with specifications. 



§ 1-10-33. RESPONSIBILITY OF BIDDERS AND PROPOSERS. 

    (a) Determination of responsibility. The level of responsibility of the bidder or proposer (offeror) shall be ascertained 
for each contract awarded by Augusta-Richmond County based upon full disclosure to the Purchasing Director concerning 
the person's capacity to meet the terms of the contract and based upon the person's past record of performance on similar 
contracts, the bidder's quality of work, general reputation in the community, financial responsibility, and previous 
employment or use by Augusta-Richmond County. 

If an offeror who otherwise would have been awarded a contract is found non-responsible, a written determination of non-
responsibility, setting forth the basis of the finding, shall be prepared by the Purchasing Director or using agency. The 
failure of an offeror to promptly supply information in connection with an inquiry with respect to the level of 
responsibility may be grounds for a determination of non-responsibility with respect to such bidder or offeror or proposer. 
A copy of the determination shall be sent promptly to the non-responsible offeror. The final determination shall be made a 
part of Augusta-Richmond County's contract file and be made a public record. 

        (b) Right of nondisclosure. Information furnished by an offeror pursuant to this Section shall not be disclosed outside 
of the Purchasing Department, or using agency, by Augusta-Richmond County staff without prior written consent by the 
offeror. 



§ 1-10-34. COST OR PRICING DATA. 

    (a) Required submissions relating to the award of contract. A prospective contractor shall submit cost or pricing data 
when the contract is expected to exceed $5,000 and is to be awarded by competitive sealed proposals (§ 1-10-45; 
Competitive Sealed Proposals), by sole source procurement authority (§ 1-10-49; Sole Source Procurement), or by 
competitive selection procedures for professional and consultant services (§ 1-10-46). 

    (b) Exceptions. The submission of cost or pricing data relating to the award of a contract is not required when: 

        (1) the contract price is based on adequate price competition; 

        (2) the contract price is based on established catalogue prices or market prices; 

        (3) the contract price is set by law or regulation; or 

        (4) it is determined by the Purchasing Director and approved by the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, in 
writing, that the requirements of this Section may be waived, and the determination states the reasons for such waiver. 

      (c) Required submissions relating to change orders or contract modifications. A contractor shall submit cost or 
pricing data prior to the approval of any change order or contract modification, including adjustments to contracts awarded 
by competitive sealed bidding, whether or not cost or pricing data was required in connection with the initial pricing of the 
contract, whenever the change or modification involves aggregate increases or aggregate decreases of five percent (5%) or 
more of original bid or proposal price. 

      (d) Exceptions. The submission of cost or pricing data relating to the pricing of a change order or contract 
modification is not required when: 

                (1) unrelated and separately priced adjustments for which cost or pricing data would not be required are 
consolidated for administrative convenience; or 

                (2) it is determined in a written report by the Purchasing Director and approved by the Augusta-Richmond 
County Administrator that the requirements of subsection (c) hereof (Cost or Pricing Data; Required Submissions Relating 
to Change Orders or Contract Modifications) may be waived, and the determination states the reasons for such waiver. 

      (e) Certification required. Any prospective or current contractor required to submit cost or pricing data in accordance 
with this Section shall certify that to the best of its knowledge and belief the cost or pricing data submitted was accurate, 
complete, and current, as of a mutually specified date prior to the award of the contract, or the pricing of the change order 
for contract modification. 

        (f) Price adjustment provision required in contracts. Augusta-Richmond County contracts shall include a provision 
stating that when detailed pricing data has been requested by the County and submitted by the offeror/contractor under the 
terms of the contract which is later found to be in error, that the price of the products charged to Augusta-Richmond 
County, including profit or fee, shall be appropriately adjusted. Such prices shall be accurate, complete, and current as of 
the date agreed upon between Augusta-Richmond County and the contractor. 



§ 1-10-35. COST OR PRICE ANALYSIS. 

A cost analysis or a price analysis, including life cycle costing as appropriate, may be conducted prior to award of a 
contract. If this technique is to be used, notice shall be provided the bidder/offeror in the bid solicitation or request for 
proposals. A written record of such cost analysis or price analysis shall be made a part of the contract file. 



§ 1-10-36. BID AND PERFORMANCE BONDS WHEN REQUIRED. 

Bid and performance bonds or other security shall be requested for any contract as the Purchasing Director, using agency 
head, and/or Administrator deem advisable to protect Augusta-Richmond County's interest under circumstances specified 
herein. Any such bonding requirements shall be set forth in the solicitation. Bid or performance bonds shall not be used by 
the staff as a substitute for an affirmative determination of an offeror's level of responsibility (see § 1-10-33). 



§ 1-10-37. BID BONDS. 

    (a) Requirements. Bid security shall be required, primarily for construction contracts, when the value is estimated to 
exceed $40,000. 

Bid security shall be a bond provided by a surety company authorized to do business in the State of Georgia or the 
equivalent in cashier's or certified check (Checks shall be made payable to Augusta-Richmond County), or such other 
security as approved by the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney. 

Nothing herein prevents the requirements of such security on construction and other purchases less than $40,000 when the 
circumstances warrant such requirements as determined by the Purchasing Director and using agency head. 

        (b) Amount. Bid security, when required, shall be in an amount equal to at least 10% of the amount of bid or an 
amount certain specified in the solicitation. 

The bid security of the three (3) lowest bidders shall be held until contract award. Securities posted by others will be 
returned shortly after receipt of bids. 

Upon failure of an offeror to enter into a contract within ten (10) days after the contract is tendered by Augusta-Richmond 
County, the offeror's security is subject to forfeit. 

        (c) Rejection of bids/noncompliance with bid bond requirement. When the Invitation for Bids requires bid security, 
any bid submitted without such security shall be rejected and returned to the bidder with a written explanation of the action 
taken. 

        (d) Withdrawal of bids. If a bidder is permitted to withdraw a bid before award, no action shall be taken against the 
bidder or bid security. 



§ 1-10-38. PAYMENT AND PERFORMANCE BONDS. 

    (a) Requirement and amount. When a contract for construction services is awarded in excess of $40,000, the following 
bonds shall be delivered to Augusta-Richmond County, and shall become binding on the parties upon the execution of the 
contract: 

        (1) a performance bond in the amount of 100% of the price specified in the contract executed by a surety company 
authorized to do business in the State of Georgia, and in a form and fashion satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, and 

            (2) a payment bond in the amount of 100% of the price specified in the contract executed by a surety company 
authorized to do business in the State of Georgia, and in a form and fashion satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County. 

A performance bond insures that the contract will be completed in accordance with contract requirements. 

A payment bond is for the protection of all persons supplying labor and material to the contractor or subcontractors for the 
performance of the work specified in the contract. 

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit Augusta-Richmond County from requiring other contractors or suppliers of 
professional services to comply with one or both bonding requirements if so determined by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator, and/or using agency head, to be necessary. The same reserved authority applied to requiring other type 
bonds determined to be necessary and also requiring bonds on purchases for goods and services of any dollar amount less 
than $40,000. 



§ 1-10-39. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

Standard ranges and types of coverage shall be determined under the direction of the Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator and advice of the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney, Risk Management, Finance Director, Purchasing 
Director and other appropriate staff. General requirements shall be reviewed at least once annually. Insurance will be 
required within established ranges and for specific purposes on an individual contract basis. 



§ 1-10-40. PRE-QUALIFICATIONS OF CONTRACTORS. 

        (a) When required. The Purchasing Director, in consultation with the Administrator and using agency head may 
determine that it shall be in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County to pre-qualify suppliers for contracts of a 
particular type. The imposed standards must be met by any contractor who wishes to bid on the named project. The 
contractor shall submit required data in order to obtain a fair and impartial determination of whether a contractor has met 
such pre-qualification standards. When pre-qualification is required, only those contractors who submit the required pre-
qualification information and who are actually pre-qualified to submit a bid or proposal on the contract in question, or who 
are parties to a joint venture formed by suppliers who are herewith pre-qualified, shall be allowed to submit bids or 
proposals on the contract in question. 

    (b) Public notice. Public notice of pre-qualification shall be given in the same manner as provided in § 1-10-43 (c). 

    (c) Pre-qualification standards. The Purchasing Director and affected using agency heads shall review all information 
submitted by the suppliers and, if necessary, require additional information. The standards set for pre-qualification shall 
include but not be limited to factors set forth in § 1-10-43 - Sealed Bids; Bid Acceptance and Bid Evaluation and § 1-10-45 
(g) - Sealed Proposals; Evaluation and Selection. If the Purchasing Director and Administrator determine that the 
contractor meets all standards, then the contractor shall be so pre-qualified. The contractor shall be notified in writing. 

        (d) Failure to pre-qualify. Should a contractor not be pre-qualified, appropriate written notice shall be sent and the 
contractor is entitled to appeal rights as provided in Article 9.



§ 1-10-41. GENERALLY. 

The following sections provide detailed information concerning the use of the six (6) source selection methods available 
for use for the procurement of commodities, services and construction products for Augusta-Richmond County. The six 
methods are: (1) sealed bids, (2) sealed proposals, (3) special services, (4) quotations or informal bids, (5) sole source, and 
(6) emergency procurement. Lastly, these sections provide certain specific requirements applicable to any or all six 
methods of source selection. 



§ 1-10-42. PURCHASE ORDER. 

No officer or employee of Augusta-Richmond County shall request a vendor to deliver goods, merchandise, materials or 
supplies to the county except upon a regular purchase order issued by the purchasing agent; however, the provisions of this 
subsection shall not apply to emergency purchases provided for in this section. 



§ 1-10-43. SEALED BIDS SELECTION METHOD. 

    (a) Conditions for use. All contracts of Augusta-Richmond County shall be awarded by competitive sealed bidding 
except as otherwise provided elsewhere in this article (see § 1-10-45 - Sealed Proposals; 1-10-46 - Professional Services; 1-
10-47 - Quotations; 1-10-49 - Sole Source Procurement; and 1-10-50 - Emergency Procurements, of this chapter). 

    (b) Invitation for bids and specifications. An invitation for bids shall be issued by the Purchasing Office and shall 
include specifications prepared in accordance with Article 4 (Product Specifications), and all contractual terms and 
conditions, applicable to the procurement. 

        (c) Public notice and bidder's list. Adequate public notice of the invitation for bids shall be given in reasonable time, 
not less than 10 working days prior to the date set forth therein for the receipt of bids. 

        (1) Public works type contracts (defined per Georgia State Law, Code Section 36, Chapter 10, as contracts necessary 
to build or repair any courthouse, jail, bridge, causeway, or other public works) with values that equal or exceed $20,000, 
shall be advertised at least once weekly for at least four (4) weeks prior to opening of bids. 

        (2) Public notice shall include publication for three day within a ten (10) day period in the legal gazette and in local 
minority owned newspapers. The public notice minimally shall state the place, date, and time of pre-bid conference and/or 
bid opening, where specification documents may be obtained, and a brief description of the purchase or sale. 

        (3) The Purchasing Director shall also directly solicit sealed bids from all responsible prospective suppliers whose 
names appear on the Augusta-Richmond County Bidders' List which the Purchasing Director shall maintain. 

    (d) Pre-bid conference and addendum. A conference to be conducted by the Purchasing Director and using agency head, 
if appropriate, hearing will be scheduled at least five (5) working days before receipt of bids. While the pre-bid conference 
is not a requirement, it is strongly recommended and widely used to further acquaint interested bidders with the bid 
requirements and items to be purchased and vendor input. Any substantive changes to specifications resulting from the pre-
bid conference or other vendor/contractor sessions shall be documented in an addendum and communicated to all bidders 
registered for the procurement action. 

    (e) Bid opening. Sealed Bids shall be opened publicly in the presence of one or more witnesses at the time and place 
designated in the public notice and invitation for bids. The amount of each bid, and such other relevant information as the 
Purchasing Director deems appropriate, together with the name of each bidder shall be recorded; the record and each bid 
shall be open to public inspection in accordance with § 1-10-5 (Public Access to Procurement Information). 

    (f) Bid acceptance and bid evaluation. Provided that the bids are delivered to the Purchasing Director at the time, place, 
and under the conditions contained in the Invitation for Bids, the bids shall be conditionally accepted without alteration or 
correction pending evaluation. 

Bids shall be evaluated based on the requirements set forth in the invitation for bids, which may include bidder 
responsiveness, capability and past performance, and criteria to determine acceptability such as inspection, testing, quality 
workmanship, delivery, and suitability for a particular purpose. Those criteria that will affect the bid price and be 
considered in evaluation for award shall be objective and clearly measurable, including but not limited to discounts, 
transportation costs, and total or life cycle costs. The main advantage of using life-cycle costing is that both initial costs 
and related costs for the life of the item are considered. When the criterion for awarding the contract is based on lowest 



responsive bidder, it may mean that the contract specifications are just minimally complied with. Selecting of the lowest 
bidder could result in a higher incidence of maintenance, and down-time could eat up any savings made if the purchasing 
process considers only the initial cost. 

    (g) Correction or withdrawal of bids. Correction or withdrawal of inadvertently erroneous bids before or after bid 
opening may be permitted under the circumstances described below: 

        (1) Mistakes discovered before bid opening may be modified or withdrawn by written or telegraphic notice received 
in the office designated in the invitation for bids prior to the time set for bid opening. 

        (2) After the bid opening, corrections to bids shall be permitted only to the extent that the bidder can show by clear 
and convincing evidence that a mistake of a non-judgmental character was made, the nature of the mistake, and the bid 
price actually intended. Otherwise, no changes in bid prices or other provisions of bids prejudicial to the interest of 
Augusta-Richmond County or fair competition shall be permitted. 

        (3) In lieu of bid correction, a low bidder alleging a material mistake of fact may be permitted to withdraw its bid if: 

            a. the mistake is clearly evident in the bid document but the intended correct bid is not similarly evident; or 

            b. the bidder submits evidence which clearly and convincingly demonstrates that a mistake was made. 

       (4) All decisions to permit the correction or withdrawal of bids, or to cancel awards or contracts based on bid 
mistakes, shall be supported in a written report made by the Purchasing Director. 

        (5) Withdrawal after receipt of bids is cause to forfeit bid security unless substantial evidence was presented clearly 
evidencing the mistake and hardship that would occur to either the County or the bidder in the event of award. 

    (h) Tie bids. In the event two or more bidders are tied in price while otherwise meeting all of the required conditions, the 
bid shall be awarded to the business which is located within Augusta-Richmond County, or if not within the above, within 
the State of Georgia. Where no bidder is located in Augusta-Richmond County or in the State of Georgia, the Purchasing 
Director shall call a public forum, cause each bidder or stand-in to write the name of the bidder on paper and placed in a 
container, the winner to be determined by drawing lots. 

    (i) Letting the contract. The contract shall be awarded or let in accordance with procedures set forth herein. Award shall 
occur with reasonable promptness by appropriate written notice to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder whose bid 
meets the requirements and criteria set forth in the invitation for bids. 

In addition to price and other material factors, the Purchasing Director, in consultation with the using agency, shall 
consider the following in the context of award recommendations: 

        (1) the ability, capacity, and skill of the bidder to perform, the contract or provide the services required, 

        (2) the capability of the bidder to perform the contract or provide the service promptly, or within the time specified, 
without delay or interference, 



        (3) the character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the bidder, 

        (4) the quality of performance on previous contracts, 

        (5) the previous and existing compliance by the bidder with laws and ordinances relating to the contract or services, 

        (6) the sufficiency of the financial resources of the bidder relating to his ability to perform the contract, 

        (7) the quality, availability, and adaptability of the supplies or services to the particular use required, and 

        (8) the number and scope of conditions attached to the bid by the bidder. 

    (j) Award to other than low bidder. When the award is not given to the lowest bidder, a full and complete statement of 
the reasons for placing the purchase order or other contract elsewhere shall be prepared and signed by the Purchasing 
Director and/or Administrator and made part of the record file for audit proposes. 



§ 1-10-44. REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS. 

Request for proposals shall be handled in the same manner as the bid process as described above for solicitation and 
awarding of contracts for goods or services with the following exceptions: 

    (a) Only the names of the vendors making offers shall be disclosed at the proposal opening. 

    (b) Content of the proposals submitted by competing persons shall not be disclosed during the process of the 
negotiations. 

    (c) Proposals shall be open for public inspection after the award is made. 

    (d) Proprietary or confidential information, marked as such in each proposal, shall not be disclosed without the written 
consent of the offeror. 

    (e) Discussions may be conducted with responsible persons submitting a proposal determined to have a reasonable 
chance of being selected for the award. These discussions will only be for the purpose of clarification to assure a full 
understanding of the solicitation requirement and responsiveness thereto. 

    (f) Nonmonetary revisions may be permitted after submissions and prior to award for the purpose of obtaining the best 
and final offers. 

    (g) In conducting discussions with the persons submitting the proposals, there shall be no disclosure of any information 
derived from the other persons submitting proposals. 



§ 1-10-45. SEALED PROPOSALS. 

    (a) Conditions for use. The competitive sealed proposals method may be utilized when the Augusta-Richmond County 
Administrator approves the written justification of the Purchasing Director or using agency head that the sealed bid 
method is not in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. Generally, this method may be used when competitive 
sealed bidding (involving the preparation of detailed and specific specifications) is either not practicable or not 
advantageous to Augusta-Richmond County. In the case of purchasing computer software, for example, it is in the best 
interest of Augusta-Richmond County to specify functional requirements and outputs, and allow the bidders to propose 
based on the closest available product(s) and software or software development services meeting our needs. 

    (b) Request for proposals. Competitive sealed proposals shall be solicited through a request for proposals (RFP). 

    (c) Public notice. Adequate public notice of the request for proposals shall be given in the same manner as provided in § 
1-10-43 (c)(Public Notice and Bidder's List); provided the normal period of time between notice and receipt of proposals 
minimally shall be 15 calendar days. 

    (d) Pre-proposal conference. A pre-proposal conference is not required but recommended for purposes of expounding 
on the requirements and soliciting vendor/contractor input. Such conferences should be scheduled at least 5 days prior to 
the date set for receipt of proposals, and notice shall be handled in a manner similar to § 1-10-44 (c) - Public Notice and 
Bidder's List. 

    (e) Receipt of proposals. Proposals will be received at the time and place designated in the request for proposals, 
complete with bidder qualification and technical information. Price information shall be separated from the proposal in a 
sealed envelope and opened only after the proposals have been reviewed and ranked. 

The names of the respondents will be identified at the proposal opening; however, no proposal will be handled so as to 
permit disclosure of the detailed contents of the response until after award of contract. A record of all responses shall be 
prepared and maintained for the files and audit purposes. 

    (f) Public inspection. The responses will be open for public inspection only after contract award. Proprietary or 
confidential information marked as such in each proposal will not be disclosed without written consent of the offeror. 

    (g) Evaluation and selection. The request for proposals shall state the relative importance of price and other evaluation 
factors that will be used in the context of proposal evaluation and contract award. (Pricing proposals will not be opened 
until the proposals have been reviewed and ranked). 

        (1) Selection committee. A selection committee, minimally consisting of representatives of the purchasing office, the 
using agency, and the Administrator's office or their choice shall convene for the purpose of evaluating the proposals. 

        (2) Preliminary negotiations. Discussions with the offerors and technical revisions to the proposals may occur. 
Discussions may be conducted with the responsible offerors who submit proposals for the purpose of clarification and to 
assure full understanding of, and conformance to, the solicitation requirements. Offerors shall be accorded fair and equal 
treatment with respect to any opportunity for discussions and revision of proposals and such revisions may be permitted 
after submission and prior to award for the purpose of obtaining best and final offers. In conducting discussions, there shall 
be no disclosure of information derived from proposals submitted by competing offerors. 

    (h) Final negotiations and letting the contract. The Committee shall rank the technical proposals, open and consider the 



pricing proposals submitted by each offeror, and request final and best offers from the top ranked three firms if available. 
Award shall be made or recommended for award through the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, to the responsible 
offeror whose proposal is determined to be the most advantageous to Augusta-Richmond County, taking into consideration 
price and the evaluation factors set forth in the request for proposals. No other factors or criteria shall be used in the 
evaluation. The contract file shall contain a written report of the basis on which the award is made/recommended. The 
contract shall be awarded or let in accordance with the procedures set forth in this Section and Article 10, § 1-10-71 of this 
chapter. 



§ 1-10-46. AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR SPECIAL SERVICES. 

As used in this section, special services are those professional services, such as those provided by physicians, architects, 
ministers, engineers, accountants and attorneys, which are normally obtained on a fee basis. In the procuring of 
professional services those departments which normally utilize such services may contract on their behalf for such service 
in accordance with this article provided that the following requirements are met: 

    (a) The department must solicit the best possible contract with the person providing the professional service. 

    (b) Negotiation with the person providing professional services shall include the department head and the Augusta-
Richmond County Administrator. 

    (c) The department shall obtain the approval of the Commission. 

    (d) On those special services in Augusta-Richmond County, where another department head's expertise and 
recommendations can be of special use, the department procuring such service shall seek the advice of such department 
head. 

    (e) The Commission shall have the authority to continue a contract for professional services from year to year when it is 
in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (f) Depending on the type of the service that is involved, Augusta-Richmond County should look beyond price estimates 
or bids, to qualifications of the bidder. Cost of the work to be performed should not be given primary and dominant 
weighing in selecting the professional bidder. The technical factors and qualifications of the staff and firm should be also 
considered. 



§ 1-10-47. QUOTATIONS OR INFORMAL BIDS SELECTION METHOD. (STANDARD AND SMALL 
PURCHASES)

    (a) Conditions for use. Any standard or small purchase contract or purchase order for supplies, services, and 
construction not exceeding $5,000 in total value may be made in accordance with the purchase procedures authorized in 
this Section and other applicable provisions of this Article. Contract requirements shall not be artificially divided so as to 
constitute a small purchase under this Section. 

    (b) Request for quotations and specifications. Requests for quotations may be issued in writing or by telephone for 
purchases less than $5,000. In either case, specifications shall be prepared describing the item or service in a form suitable 
for an appropriate vendor response. 

        (1) Informal oral bid quotations. Quotes from a minimum of three (3) sources shall be obtained, at least one of which 
shall be from a DBE as provided in § 1-10-52 hereof. Maximum purchase under this system is to be one thousand five 
hundred dollars ($1,500.00), including sales tax. Vendor quotes are to be noted on the requisition for retention. The 
purchasing requirement shall not be artificially divided so as to constitute a purchase to be made by this method. 

                (2) Informal written bid quotations. Solicitation for written bid quotes shall be obtained from three (3) sources, 
if available, from the vendor list, at least one of which shall be from a DBE as provided in § 1-10-52 hereof. The 
maximum purchase under this system is to be ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), including sales tax. 

                (3) Selection is to be made from the list in the following manner: 

            a. Low bidder on last quote; 

            b. Next vendor on list; 

            c. Next DBE vendor on list (see Article 7);

            d. Repeat procedure until all vendors have been asked to quote; 

            e. Begin new rotation of vendors by using the last low bidder on quote. 

    (c) Public notice. Notice in the form of advertisements is not required. However, no less than three vendors/contractors 
shall be directly solicited, if available, to submit quotations. 

        (d) Receipt of quotations. Quotations shall be scheduled for receipt at a date, time and place certain. The amount of 
each quote and such other relevant information as the Purchasing Director deems appropriate, together with the name of 
each offeror shall be recorded. The record of each quote shall be open to public inspection in accordance with § 1-10-5 
(Public Access to Procurement Information). 

    (e) Evaluation. Quotations shall be evaluated based on the requirements set forth in the request for quotations, which 
may include bidder responsiveness, capability and past performance, and criteria to determine acceptability such as 
inspection, testing, quality, workmanship, delivery, and suitability for a particular purpose. Those criteria that will affect 
the quoted price and be considered in evaluation forward shall be objective and clearly measurable, including but not 
limited to discounts, transportation costs, and total or life cycle costs. No criteria may be used in the evaluation process 



that are not set forth in the request for quotations or other notice. 

    (f) Correction or withdrawal of quotes. Correction or withdrawal of inadvertently erroneous quotes before or after the 
evaluation of the quotes may be permitted under the circumstances described in § 1-10-43 (g)(Correction or Withdrawal of 
Bids). 

    (g) Tie bids. Shall be handled in the manner described in § 1-10-43 (h) (Tie Bids). 

    (h) Award. Award shall be made to the most responsible and responsive bidder offering the lowest acceptable quotation. 
The names of the person submitting quotations and the date and amount of each quotation shall be recorded and 
maintained as a public record. Written quotations are advisable but not expressly required. 

    (i) Agency purchases under $100.00/authority of using agency. Procurement of an item or article which does not exceed 
one hundred dollars ($100.00), including any sales tax, shall be exempt from the bid process except that, where applicable, 
contract vendors shall be used unless substitution is approved in writing and in advance by the Purchasing Director. 
Further, the purchasing requirements shall not be artificially divided so as to constitute a small purchase. A reasonable 
effort shall be made to negotiate price agreements that will cover much of the small purchase volume. 

For purchases of one hundred dollars ($100) or less in value the using agency head may issue a Purchase Order to acquire 
commodity and service products. The using agency shall obtain adequate and reasonable competition for the supply, 
service, or construction being purchased. Further, the using agency head shall require the preparation and maintenance of 
written records adequate to document the competition obtained, properly account for the funds expended, and facilitate an 
audit of the small purchase made. 

Small purchases under one hundred dollars ($100) may be made by the elected official or using agency head of all using 
agencies as follows: 

        (1) Where the purchase does not exceed one hundred dollars ($100) and a Using Agency Purchase Order is prepared 
and presented to the vendor. 

        (2) A copy of the purchase order shall be forwarded to Finance and Purchasing notifying the Director of Finance and 
Purchasing of the purchase and requesting payment to be made from funds previously allocated to such using agency. 

    (j) Limitations on small purchases made by using agencies. When small purchases are made by the using agency head 
pursuant to Subsection (I), the following requirements shall be met: 

        (1) Such purchases are limited to goods and minor services where no contract exists or goods are not stocked by the 
County. No equipment and furniture purchases are authorized under subsections (I); 

        (2) The Using Agency Purchase Orders and original invoices shall be prepared and signed by an authorized party at 
the using agency level and forwarded to Finance for further processing; 

        (3) Purchases shall not be divided artificially to constitute a small purchase; and 

        (4) Using agencies are responsible for checking the availability of funds prior to making any small purchase. 



§ 1-10-48. BANKING SERVICES. 

    (a) Vendor and payroll accounts. Requests for Proposals shall be solicited as provided in § 1-10-44 of this chapter for 
each of these accounts. The Request shall specify that the award shall be for a period of twenty-four (24) months, as the 
Commission has determined that such period of contracting will best serve the interest of Augusta-Richmond County by 
encouraging effective competition and promoting economies in Augusta-Richmond County's administration of these 
services. 

    (b) Accounts other than vendor and payroll accounts. 

        (1) Requests for Proposals shall be solicited as provided in § 1-10-44 of this chapter for each such account. The 
Request shall specify that the award shall be for a period of twenty-four (24) months, as the Commission has determined 
that such period of contracting will best serve the interest of Augusta-Richmond County by encouraging effective 
competition and promoting economies in Augusta-Richmond County's administration of these services. 

        (2) As provided in § 1-10-6, local banks shall be contacted first. For purposes of this section, local banks shall be 
defined as those banking institutions with a full service banking location in Augusta-Richmond County. Further, as 
provided in Article 7, a banking institution having not more than $500,000,000 in total assets in the State of Georgia shall 
be considered a DBE. 



§ 1-10-49. SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT. 

    (a) Notwithstanding other provisions in this Article, whenever it shall be made to appear that by reason of design, 
capacity, compatibility with other equipment or with machinery, purpose, function or other characteristics an item of 
procurement required by Augusta-Richmond County or one of its departments is obtainable only from one source, the item 
may be procured by the Purchasing Department through negotiation from the source from which it is available without the 
necessity of bids. 

    (b) Before any item may be obtained under the provisions of this section, however, the requisitioning agency must 
accompany its requisition for the order with a statement specifying in reasonable detail the reasons why the item should be 
procured by negotiation. This specification of reasons shall be in writing and shall be attached to the requisition at the time 
it is transmitted to the purchasing officer. 

    (c) If the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, upon considering the requisition and the substantiation therefor, 
determines that the item should be purchased by sole source procurement and the cost thereof does not exceed $10,000.00, 
the Administrator may approve such procurement. If the item exceeds $10,000.00 in cost, and the Administrator 
determines that sole source procurement is appropriate, the requisition shall be referred to the Commission for action. 



§ 1-10-50. EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT SELECTION METHOD. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, the Purchasing Director, Augusta-Richmond County Administrator 
or constitutional officer may make or authorize others to make emergency procurement of equipment, supplies, services, 
general construction, or public works type construction services when there exists a threat to public health, welfare, or 
safety, or where daily operations are affected; provided that such emergency procurement shall be made with such 
competition as is practicable under the circumstances. As soon as practicable, a record of each emergency procurement 
shall be made and shall set forth the contractor's name, the amount and type of the contract, a listing of the item(s) 
procured under the contract, and the identification number of the contract file. A written report explaining the 
determination of the basis for the emergency and for the selection of the particular contractor shall be included in the 
contract file, and a copy of same provided the Augusta-Richmond County Commission at their next regular meeting in the 
case of public works contracts as defined by Georgia State Law or other Augusta-Richmond County purchases when the 
value of the purchase exceeds $10,000. 

In the event an emergency should arise after office hours or on holidays or weekends which requires immediate action on 
the part of the using agency involved and where it is not possible or convenient to reach the Purchasing Director, 
constitutional officer, or Administrator, the using agency head is authorized to make purchases. Such purchases shall be 
well documented, packaged for payment, and forwarded to the Purchasing Director within 24 hours, if possible, after 
occurrence. 

Emergency purchases by the Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall be made as provided in 1975 Ga. Laws p. 
4334, as amended. 



§ 1-10-51. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS/OPTIONS FOR SOURCE SELECTION METHOD. 

    (a) Encumbrance of funds. The Purchasing Director shall not execute any contracts or purchase orders, except in the 
case of certain emergency purchases, until the Finance Department staff certifies, after pre-audit, that there is to the credit 
of the using agency concerned a sufficient unencumbered appropriation balance, in excess of all unpaid obligations, to 
defray the amount of the order. 

    (b) Cancellation of bids or request for proposals. A bid(s) may be canceled at any time prior to opening the bid upon 
determining that mistakes occurred in the preparation of the bid to warrant such action, Augusta-Richmond County's 
requirements changed to the extent that the goods or services are no longer needed, or due to insufficient funds. The 
Purchasing Director shall document for the files the specific reason (s) for cancellation and promptly notify the vendor (s) 
in writing of Augusta-Richmond County's decision. 

    (c) Multi-step proposals/sealed bids. When it is considered impractical to initially prepare a product purchase 
description to support an award based on price, an invitation for bids may be issued requesting the submission of unpriced 
offers to be followed by an invitation for bids limited to those bidders whose offers have been determined by the 
Purchasing Director and using agency head to be technically acceptable under the criteria set forth in the first solicitation. 



§ 1-10-52. REJECTING BIDS, RE-ADVERTISING AND/OR NEGOTIATIONS. 

     (a) Conditions for use. An invitation for bids/quotes, a request for proposals, or other solicitation may be canceled, or 
any or all bids may be rejected in whole or in part as may be specified in the solicitation, when it is for good cause and in 
the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. The reasons thereof shall be made part of the contract file. Each 
solicitation issued by Augusta-Richmond County shall state that the solicitation may be canceled and that any bid or 
proposal may be rejected in whole or in part for good cause when in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County. Notice 
of cancellation shall be sent to all businesses solicited. The notice shall identify the solicitation, explain the reason for 
cancellation and, where appropriate, explain that an opportunity will be given to compete on any re-solicitation or any 
future procurement of similar items. 

    (b) Authority to reject/cancel. If the value of the bid is $5,000 or greater, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission 
shall have the authority to reject/cancel any and all bids. If the bid/quote is less than $5,000, the Administrator shall have 
the authority to reject/cancel any and all bids, quotes and proposals. 

  (c) Re-advertisement. If the lowest and best bid exceeds the budgeted amount and the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission does not appropriate additional funds, the Purchasing Director may re-advertise for bids after making 
sufficient changes in the specifications to bring the project within budget. 

  (d) Negotiating. If, after re-advertisement, the low responsive and responsible bid for the project still exceeds available 
funds as certified by the Finance Department staff, and such bid does not exceed such funds by more than twenty percent 
(20%), the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator and the Purchasing Director are authorized, when time permits, or 
economic considerations preclude further re-solicitation of work of a reduced scope, to negotiate an adjustment of the bid 
price with the low responsive bidder, in order to bring the bid within the amount of available funds. Any such negotiated 
adjustment shall be based only upon eliminating independent deductive items specified in the invitation for bids. 



§ 1-10-53. MULTI-TERM CONTRACT. 

    (a) Maximum period. A contract for services or supplies may be entered into for a period up to five (5) years, provided 
that the term of the contract and the conditions for renewal or extension, if any, are included in the solicitation and funds 
are available for the balance of the then current fiscal year. Payment and performance obligations for succeeding fiscal 
periods shall be subject to the availability and appropriation of funds. All multi-year contracts shall contain a clause which 
terminates the contract at the beginning of a fiscal year when funds are not appropriated by the Commission for 
continuation of the contract for that fiscal year. 

    (b) Determination prior to use. Prior to the utilization of a multi-term contract, it shall be determined in writing: 

        (1) that estimated requirements cover the period of the contract and are reasonably firm and continuing; and 

        (2) that such a contract will serve the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County by encouraging effective 
competition or otherwise promoting economies in procurement. 

    (c) Cancellation due to unavailability of funds in succeeding fiscal periods. All multi-term contracts shall include 
provisions providing that when funds are not appropriated or otherwise made available to support continuation of 
performance in a subsequent fiscal period, the contract shall be canceled with appropriate notice.

    (d) Renewal of contract. At least ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of any term of a multi-term contract, the using 
agency shall submit to the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, a report of the performance of the contract and the 
agency's recommendation as to the renewal of the contract. The Administrator, after consultation with the using agency 
and review of the report, and upon appropriate approval, shall renew the contract if renewal is in the best interest of 
Augusta-Richmond County. All other requirements of this Section must be met in order to consummate a renewal. 

    (e) Expiration and extension. Contracts being considered for renewal or re-bid may be extended by the Administrator 
for a period of time not exceeding ninety (90) days. Any extensions are subject to the availability of funds and mutual 
agreement of the vendor/contractor and Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-10-54. RIGHT TO INSPECT FACILITIES. 

Official representatives of Augusta-Richmond County shall have the right to inspect facilities of a vendor at any 
reasonable time which is related to the performance of any contract award, bid on or to be awarded by Augusta-Richmond 
County. 



§ 1-10-55. RIGHT TO AUDIT RECORDS. 

Official representatives of Augusta-Richmond County may, at reasonable times and upon reasonable written notice to 
vendor, inspect the official records of the person or firm pertaining to a contract, change order, or purchase order with 
Augusta-Richmond County when such inspection is required by law, or is authorized by the Administrator in writing as 
being in the public interest. 



§ 1-10-56. USE OF STATE CONTRACTS. 

The Purchasing Director may, independent of the requirements of bid process of this article, procure supplies, services or 
construction items through the contract established by the purchasing division of the State of Georgia. 



§ 1-10-57. REBIDDING OR CANCELLATION OF EXISTING CONTRACT. 

In the event a vendor is unwilling or unable to perform a contract or the vendor gives written notice of cancellation of an 
existing contract, the Purchasing Director may immediately pursue a replacement of said contract either by formal or 
informal bid procedure as is appropriate, with the approval of the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator. The 
Purchasing Director may accept a next lowest bidder. The options selected shall be the most advantageous to Augusta-
Richmond County. 



§ 1-10-58. PURPOSE. 

Augusta-Richmond County is firmly committed to the principles of equal opportunity and affirmative action and in 
keeping with these principles, hereby sets forth a program and establishes a mechanism for developing, approving, and 
implementing procedures by which disadvantaged business enterprises including small business enterprises shall be 
assured equal access to supplying goods, general services, and construction services required by Augusta-Richmond 
County, thereby promoting balanced economic and community growth throughout Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-10-59. DEFINITIONS. 

    (a) Minority person. For the purpose of this chapter, minority person means a United States citizen or permanent 
resident alien (as defined by the Immigration and Naturalization Service) of the Untied States, who is Asian, Black, 
Hispanic, Native American, or female, according to the following definitions, also one who is economically and socially 
disadvantaged: 

        (1) Asian. Persons having origins in any of the original people of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian continent, or 
the Pacific Islands. 

        (2) Black. Persons having origins in any black racial group of Africa. 

        (3) Hispanic. Persons of Spanish or Portuguese culture with origins in Mexico, South or Central American, or the 
Caribbean Islands, regardless of race. 

        (4) Native American. Persons having origins in any of the original people of North America, including American 
Indians, Eskimos, and Aleut. 

        (5) Socially disadvantaged individuals. Those individuals who have been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice or 
cultural bias because of their identification as members of a certain group, without regard to their individual qualities. Such 
groups include but are not limited to Black Americans, Hispanic Americans, Native Americans (including American 
Indians, Eskimos, Aleut, and Native Hawaiians), and Asian Pacific Americans. 

        (6) Economically disadvantaged individuals. Those socially disadvantaged whose ability to compete in the free 
enterprise system has been impaired due to diminished capital and credit opportunities as compared to others in the same 
business area who are not socially disadvantaged. 

    (b) Disadvantaged business. A small business enterprise which has its principal office and place of doing business in 
Augusta-Richmond County which is not dominant in its field of operation and is regarded as small in size as measured by 
its annual gross receipts being less than $500,000 (except as provided in § 1-10-48 for banking institutions). 

    (c) Minority Business Enterprise (MBE). A business which is owned or controlled by minority persons who have been 
deprived of the opportunity to develop and maintain a competitive position in the economy because of social and economic 
disadvantages. More specifically, disadvantaged business refers to any small business concern which: 

        (1) is at least fifty-one percent (51%) owned by one or more minority citizens of the United States who are 
determined to be socially and economically disadvantaged. 

        (2) in the case of a business which is a corporation, fifty-one percent (51%) of all classes of voting stock of such 
corporation must be owned by an individual determined to be socially and economically disadvantaged. 

        (3) in the event of a business which is a partnership, fifty-one percent (51%) of the partnership interest must be owned 
by an individual or individuals who are socially and economically disadvantaged and whose management and daily 
business operations are controlled by individuals determined to be socially and economically disadvantaged. Such 
individuals must be involved in the daily management and operations of the business concerned. 



    (d) Discriminate. To distinguish, differentiate, separate, or segregate solely on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, 
national origin, or handicap. 



§ 1-10-60. APPLICATION. 

This chapter shall apply to all eligible projects or classifications of expenditures, as further described below, except sole 
source or emergency procurement: whereby Augusta-Richmond County expends or commits the expenditures of $1,000 or 
more for the purchase of equipment, supplies, general services, construction, professional services, or a combination 
thereof. 



§ 1-10-61. POLICY. 

It is the policy of the Augusta-Richmond County Commission, other Augusta-Richmond County officials, and employees 
that all necessary and reasonable steps shall be taken to ensure that disadvantaged business enterprises including small 
business enterprises have the maximum opportunity to compete for and participate in all contracts and subcontracts. 
Further, the Augusta-Richmond County Commission has the option to establish incentives to promote business 
opportunities covered by this section. 



§ 1-10-62. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Economic Development Director, with the assistance of the Purchasing Department, 
under the direction of the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, will have the primary responsibility to assure that the 
program is effectively and equitably carried forward by Augusta-Richmond County. Other Augusta-Richmond County 
officials and management personnel are expected to give their full cooperation towards the implementation of the program. 

    (a) Program. Program administration primarily consists of performing vendor certification, education and outreach, and 
program coordination services. Specifically, in order to develop, implement, and maintain the program, the program shall 
consist of: 

        (1) developing certification criteria and procedures, and certifying vendors; 

        (2) establishing and maintaining a directory of certified businesses, as a matter of public record, known to be 
available and capable of supplying the type and quality of equipment, supplies, general services, construction, and 
professional services required by Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (3) regularly seeking out and certifying new DBEs to bid on Augusta-Richmond County purchases. Notifying vendors 
of their certification status and advising non-certified parties of their right to appeal which shall be filed with Augusta-
Richmond County within seven (7) days of receipt of such notice; 

        (4) Developing annual forecasts and periodically updating same based on a review of anticipated purchases and 
applicable DBEs; 

        (5) Monitoring and reporting on legislative and judicial actions affection disadvantaged and female business 
enterprise programs; 

        (6) Reviewing specifications and bid documents with the Purchasing Department to ensure openness and 
competitiveness; 

        (7) Establishing mechanisms to assist DBEs in meeting County insurance and bond requirements; 

        (8) Routinely providing supplementary notice to DBEs regarding pending bids or upcoming projects; 

        (9) Reviewing bids with the Purchasing Department staff to determine and document the extent of DBE participation, 
either as prime or subcontractor; 

        (10) Arranging and/or participating in special meetings with DBEs regarding bid requirements and contract 
performance; 

        (11) Providing technical assistance, conducting seminars, visiting vendors, and performing other outreach services to 
encourage and increase participation in Augusta-Richmond County's bidding process; 

        (12) Exploring and developing other means of expanding the program, and attracting and increasing DBE 
participation including joint efforts with other governmental agencies and authorities; and 



        (13) Preparing and presenting a performance report annually which shall be kept current on a monthly basis. 

    (b) Purchasing department duties. 

        (1) If known and certified, at least one of the three (3) vendors contacted to quote on informal bids and quotations 
shall be a DBE; 

        (2) Notify all known and certified DBEs of formal bid opportunities through direct solicitation and public 
advertisement (minority and majority newspapers); 

        (3) Adjust or waive bonding and insurance requirements when possible; 

        (4) Work with project managers or using agencies to divide larger projects, when economically and managerially 
feasible, in order to create more opportunities for DBEs; 

        (5) Provide data and support and coordinate with technical assistance and outreach efforts as necessary and 
appropriate; 

        (6) Develop and utilize specifications that are open and competitive; 

        (7) Maintain special source lists of DBEs detailing the products and services offered; 

        (8) Arrange for progress payments and provide letters of contract award. The Purchasing Director, in consultation 
with the Using Agency and the Finance Directors, may make special provisions for progress payments as deemed 
reasonable to assist DBEs to carry out the terms of a contract. When a DBE receives a contract with Augusta-Richmond 
County, the Purchasing Director may furnish a letter, upon request, stating the dollar value and duration therefor and other 
information about the contract, which may be used by the DBE in negotiating lines of credit with lending institutions; and 

        (9) Include language in all formal bid documents requiring contractors to utilize D&FBEs to the maximum extent 
possible and economically feasible, as partners or subcontractors for service delivery or as suppliers of various goods 
required in the performance of the contract. 

        (10) Insure compliance with the Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of Augusta-Richmond County adopted on 
December 1, 1987. 



§ 1-10-63. AUTHORITY TO SUSPEND OR DEBAR FROM QUALIFIED BIDDER/PROPOSER LIST. 

After reasonable notice to the person involved and reasonable opportunity for that person to be heard, the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission is authorized to suspend or debar a person for cause from consideration for award of 
contracts. The suspension may be for a period of not more than three months. The debarment shall be for a period of not 
more than three years. The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator is authorized to suspend a person from consideration 
for award of contracts if there is any activity which might lead to debarment. The Administrator's suspension shall be for a 
period not to exceed 30 days. 



§ 1-10-64. CAUSES FOR SUSPENSION AND DEBARMENT. 

The causes for suspension or debarment may include, but are not limited to: 

    (a) conviction for the commission of a criminal offense as an incident to obtaining or attempting to obtain any public or 
private contract or subcontract, or in the performance of such contract or subcontract; 

    (b) conviction under state or federal statutes of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, indicating a lack of business 
integrity or business honesty; 

    (c) conviction under state or federal antitrust statutes arising out of the submission of any bids or proposals; 

    (d) violation of prior Richmond County contract provisions, as set forth below, of a character which is regarded by 
Augusta-Richmond County to be so serious as to justify suspension or debarment action, such as: 

        (1) deliberate failure without good cause to perform in accordance with the specifications or within the time limit 
provided in any prior Richmond County contract; or a recent record of failure to perform or of unsatisfactory performance 
in accordance with the terms of one or more Richmond County contracts, provided that failure to perform or unsatisfactory 
performance caused by acts beyond the control of the contractor shall not be considered to be basis for debarment; 

    (e) any other cause determined to be so serious and compelling that would materially affect or has materially affected 
the responsibility of a contractor in the performance of his duties under any contract, including debarment by another 
governmental entity for any cause listed in this chapter; and 

    (f) for violation of any ethical standards set forth in Article 2 (Ethics in Public Contracting) of this chapter. 



§ 1-10-65. DECISION TO SUSPEND OR DEBAR. 

Any decision to suspend or debar a person may be made by the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or to 
recommend suspension or debarment to the Commission shall be in writing and shall state the reasons for the action or 
recommended action and inform the suspended person of their rights to an administrative appeal to the Commission. Any 
decision by the Commission to suspend or debar any person from the procurement process shall be on the record and in 
writing and shall state the reasons for the action taken. 



§ 1-10-66. NOTICE OF DECISION. 

A copy of the written decision required by § 1-10-65 (Decision to Suspend or Debar) shall be mailed by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, to the suspended or debarred person. 



§ 1-10-67. PROCUREMENT PROTESTS. 

    (a) Right to protest. Any actual or prospective bidder, offeror, or contractor who is aggrieved in connection with the 
solicitation or award of a contract may protest to Augusta-Richmond County. Protestors shall seek resolution of their 
complaints initially with the Purchasing Director. All protests must be submitted in writing to the Purchasing Director. 

    (b) Protests concerning invitations to bid. A protest with respect to an invitation for bids or request for proposals shall 
be submitted in writing prior to the opening of bids or the closing date of proposals. If not done by that time, the complaint 
or protest is lost. 

    (c) Stay of procurement during protests. In the event of a timely protest under subsection (b) of this Section, the 
Purchasing Director shall not proceed further with the solicitation or award of the contract until all administrative remedies 
have been exhausted or until the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator or Commission makes a determination on the 
record that the award of the contract without delay is necessary to protect the interests of Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-10-68. CONTRACT CLAIMS. 

    (a) Decision of the county administrator. All claims by a contractor against Augusta-Richmond County relating to a 
contract shall be submitted in writing to the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator through the officially designated 
Augusta-Richmond County Project Manager for a decision. The contractor may request a conference on the claims. Claims 
include, without limitation, disputes arising under a contract, and those based upon breach of contract, mistake, 
misrepresentation, or other cause for contract modification or rescission. 



§ 1-10-69. AUTHORITY OF THE AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO SETTLE BID 
PROTESTS AND CONTRACT CLAIMS. 

The Augusta-Richmond County Administrator is authorized to settle any protest regarding the solicitation or award of a 
County contract, or any claim arising out of the performance of an Augusta-Richmond County contract, prior to an appeal 
to the Augusta-Richmond County Commission. 



§ 1-10-70. COUNTY'S RIGHT TO AMEND BID SOLICITATIONS OR AWARDS THAT ARE IN VIOLATION 
OF LAW. 

    (a) Prior to bid opening or closing date for receipt of proposals. If prior to the bid opening or the closing date for receipt 
of proposals, the Purchasing Director, after consultation with the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator, and the 
Augusta-Richmond County Attorney, determines that a solicitation is in violation of federal, state, or local law or 
ordinance, then the solicitation shall be canceled or revised to comply with applicable laws. 

    (b) Prior to award. If after bid opening or the closing date for receipt of proposals, the Purchasing Director, after 
consultation with the Administrator or his designee, and the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney determine that a 
solicitation or proposed award is in violation of federal, state or municipal law, then the solicitation or proposed award 
shall be canceled. 

    (c) After award. If, after an award, the Purchasing Director, after consultation with the Administrator and the Augusta-
Richmond County Attorney determines that a solicitation or award of a contract was in violation of applicable law, then 
the contract shall be revised to comply with applicable law. If Augusta-Richmond County is unable to revise the contract 
to comply therewith, the contract shall be terminated and declared null and void by the Augusta-Richmond County 
Commission. 



§ 1-10-71. AUTHORITY TO APPROVE, SIGN AND EXECUTE CONTRACTS BY TYPE. 

    (a) Generally. The following section establishes five (5) types of purchases: (1) major purchases, (2) standard purchases, 
(3) small purchase, (4) using agency purchase, and (5) emergency purchases. 

Each type of purchase has its parameters involving: (1) value of purchase, (2) level of approval required within the 
organization for the purchase, (3) level of budget authorization given for the purchase, (4) level of authority required for 
the source selection process, and (5) person within the organization charged with the responsibility to sign the purchase 
contract document. 

    (b) Major purchase contracts. Capital equipment, construction and all services purchase contracts with a value of 
$10,000 or more must have: 

        (1) specific project concept approval by the Commission; 

        (2) specific budget approval (listed in budget) or special funding authorization by the Commission; 

        (3) Commission approval of the source selection method and award of contract; and 

        (4) contract to be signed by the Mayor. 

    (c) Standard purchase contracts. Goods and services purchase contracts with a value less than $10,000 but more than 
$1,500 must have: 

        (1) General project concept approval by the Commission and/or Augusta-Richmond County Administrator; 

        (2) General budget approval (e.g. could be unspecified within a larger account) by the Commission and specific 
budget approval of the Administrator, or special funding authorization by Commission or the Administrator (if transfer of 
funds is necessary and general project concept not approved previously by the Commission); 

        (3) Administrator approval of source selection method and award of contract; and 

        (4) Contract to be signed by the Mayor. 

    (d) Small purchase contracts. Small purchases of less than $1,500 but more than $100 must have: 

        (1) General project concept approval by the Commission or Augusta-Richmond County Administrator; 

        (2) General budget approval by the Commission (e.g. could be specified within a larger account) and specific budget 
approval of using agency head as designee of the Administrator, or special funding authorization by the Administrator 
(when transfer of funds is necessary and general project concept not previously approved by the Commission or 
Administrator); 

        (3) Using agency head approval of source selection method and Administrator award of contract; and 



        (4) Small purchase orders to be signed by the Purchasing Director or designee. 

    (e) Using agency purchase contracts. Using agency purchases (as defined elsewhere) of less than $100 must have: 

        (1) Specific project concept approval by the Commission; 

        (2) General budget approval by the Commission (e.g. could be specified within a larger account) and specific budget 
approval of using agency head as designee of the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator; 

        (3) Using agency head approval of the source selection method and award of contract; and 

        (4) Purchase order to be signed by the Purchasing Director. 

    (f) Emergency purchase contracts. Emergency purchases (as defined elsewhere) regardless of the amount of the 
purchase must have: 

        (1) Specific project concept approval by the Commission; 

        (2) General budget approval by the Commission (e.g. could be unspecified within a larger account) and specific 
budget approval of the using agency head as the Administrator's designee; 

        (3) Using agency head approval of the source selection method and award of contract if during non-standard working 
hours, or by the Administrator during normal working hours; and 

        (4) Contract/small purchase order to be signed by the Administrator, using agency head, or Mayor based on the value 
of the purchase. 



§ 1-10-72. DEFINITIONS. 

    (a) Cooperative procurement. Procurement conducted by, or on behalf of, more than one public procurement unit. 

    (b) Public procurement unit. The United States Government, any department, agency or division thereof, any county, 
city, town, and any subdivision of the State of Georgia or public agency of any such subdivision, public authority, 
educational, health, or other institution, any other non-profit entity which expends public funds for procurement or 
supplies, services, or construction. 



§ 1-10-73. COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT. 

Cooperative purchasing may be agreed to between Augusta-Richmond County and other public procurement units. Written 
agreements are encouraged so as to clearly document the requirements and any special conditions of purchase should a 
public solicitation be utilized. 



§ 1-10-74. SALE, ACQUISITION, OR USE OF SUPPLIES. 

Augusta-Richmond County may sell to, acquire from, or use any supplies belonging to another public procurement unit 
independent of the requirements of Article 6 (Procurement Source Selection Methods and Contract Awards) and Article 13 
(Supplies and Fixed Assets Management Programs). 



§ 1-10-75. COOPERATIVE USE OF SUPPLIES OR SERVICES. 

Augusta-Richmond County may enter into an agreement with any public procurement unit for the cooperative use of 
supplies or services under the terms agreed upon between the parties. 



§ 1-10-76. JOINT USE OF FACILITIES. 

Augusta-Richmond County may enter into agreements for the common or joint use or lease of warehousing facilities, 
capital equipment, and other facilities with any public procurement unit under the terms agreed upon between the parties. 



§ 1-10-77. USE OF STATE CONTRACTS. 

Augusta-Richmond County may procure supplies, services or construction items through contracts established by the 
Purchasing Division of the State of Georgia where such contracts and contractors substantially meet the requirements of 
the Augusta-Richmond County Code and this chapter governing procurement procedures. 



§ 1-10-78. PURCHASE OF SURPLUS AND EXCESS PROPERTY. 

Augusta-Richmond County may purchase surplus and excess personal and real property from the United States 
Government or any other public procurement unit upon verification of need, fund availability, and approval by the 
appropriate level of authority within Augusta-Richmond County as detailed in Article 10, § 1-10-1001 of this chapter.



§ 1-10-80. PURPOSE. 

A contract administration system, designed to insure that a contractor is performing in accordance with the solicitation 
under which the contract was awarded, shall be maintained by the Purchasing Director with assistance from the using 
agency. Effective administration therefore includes the development of concise and competitive specifications, well 
developed terms and conditions of contract, and prompt, efficient day-to-day administration. Contract administration 
generally shall be the responsibility of the using agency requesting the commodity, general or construction service, except 
that certain specialized contracts may be administered by selected trade professionals, e.g., architects, engineers, 
construction managers, etc. 



§ 1-10-81. AUGUSTA-RICHMOND COUNTY CONTRACTS AND CONTRACT CLAUSES. 

        (a) Use of model (standard) contracts and clauses. The Purchasing Director, after consultation with the Augusta-
Richmond County Administrator, using agency head, and Augusta-Richmond County Attorney, may establish standard 
contract clauses for use in County contracts for various commodities, services and construction products. Such contracts 
shall include provisions necessary to clearly define the responsibilities and rights of the parties to the contract. 

    (b) Provisions of Augusta-Richmond County contracts. Whether designed as a model or standard contract provision or 
specifically tailored for a particular contract, all Augusta-Richmond County contracts should include provisions for: 

        (1) the unilateral right of Augusta-Richmond County to order in writing a temporary stopping of work, or scope, of 
the contract; 

        (2) the unilateral right of Augusta-Richmond County to order in writing a temporary stopping of the work, or 
delaying performance that does not alter the scope, of the contract; 

        (3) variations, occurring between estimated quantities of work in contract and actual quantities; 

        (4) defective pricing; 

        (5) liquidated damages; 

        (6) specified excuses for delay or non-performance; 

        (7) termination of the contract for default; 

        (8) termination of the contract in whole or in part for the convenience of Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (9) payment procedures; 

        (10) hold harmless provisions; 

        (11) prohibition against contingent fees; 

        (12) suspension of work on a construction project ordered by Augusta-Richmond County; 

        (13) site conditions differing from those indicated in the contract, or ordinarily encountered, except that a differing 
site conditions clause need not be included in a contract: 

            a. when the contract is negotiated, 

            b. when the contractor provides the site or design, or

            c. when the parties have otherwise agreed with respect to the risk of differing site conditions, and 



        (14) insurance requirements. 

        (15) contractor’s consent to venue in the Superior Court of Richmond County, Georgia; and 

        (16) provision that contract supersedes any and all provisions of the Georgia Prompt Pay Act. 



§ 1-10-82. CONTRACT MODIFICATION. 

Every modification to a contract with Augusta-Richmond County, which has not been previously approved by the Augusta-
Richmond County Commission, shall be subject to prior approval by the Commission. A contract modification does not 
require Commission action if a contingency amount has been approved and the contract modification is within that amount 
and provided the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator has been contractually or otherwise specifically designated by 
the Commission for such purpose. 

In instances where the purchasing Director, architect/engineer, or project manager, with the approval of the using agency 
head, and Administrator, determine that the contract modification or change order cannot be delayed without substantial 
delay and cost to Augusta-Richmond County and funds are available and the appropriate budget transfer is made, the 
Administrator may authorize the appropriate action. 



§ 1-10-83. BID SECURITY AND PERFORMANCE BONDS. 

    (a) Requirement for bid security. Bid security shall be required for all competitive sealed bids for construction contracts 
when the price is estimated by the Purchasing Director to exceed $40,000. Bid security shall be a bid bond provided by a 
surety company authorized to do business in the State of Georgia, or the equivalent in a cashier's or certified check made 
payable to Augusta-Richmond County. Nothing herein shall prevent the requirement of such bonds on construction 
contracts under $40,000 when the circumstances warrant. 

    (b) Amount of bid security. Bid security shall be in an amount equal to at least 10% of the amount of the bid. Except for 
the three (3) lowest bidders, unsuccessful bidders shall be entitled to the return of the bid security. Upon failure of a 
successful bidder to enter into a contract within an established time frame after Augusta-Richmond County tenders the 
proposed contract, the bidder shall forfeit the bid security. Upon approval of the contract by the Commission, the 
remaining bid securities shall be returned. 

    (c) Rejection of sealed bids for noncompliance with bid security and authority. If required, and the bid security is not 
included with the bid, the Purchasing Director shall recommend to the Commission that the bid be rejected. 

    (d) Withdrawal of bids. If a bidder is permitted to withdrawn its bid before award as provided in § 1-10-42 (g) (Sealed 
Bidding; Correction or Withdrawal of Bids) no action shall be taken against the bidder or the bid security. (Bidder entitled 
to return of bid security). 



§ 1-10-84. CONTRACT PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS. 

    (a) When required--amounts. When a construction contract is awarded in excess of $40,000, the following bonds or 
security shall be delivered to Augusta-Richmond County and shall become binding on the parties upon the execution of the 
contract: 

        (1) A performance bond satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, executed by a surety company authorized to do 
business in the State of Georgia or otherwise secured in a manner satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, in an amount 
equal to 100% of the price specified in the contract; and 

        (2) A payment bond satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, executed by a surety company authorized to do 
business in the State of Georgia or otherwise secured in a manner satisfactory to Augusta-Richmond County, for the 
protection of all persons supplying labor and material to the contractor or its subcontractors for the performance of the 
work provided for in the contract. The bond shall be in an amount equal to 100% of the price specified in the contract. 

    (b) Reduction of bond amounts. Prior to the taking of bids, the Purchasing Director and architect/engineer or project 
manager, upon approval of the Administrator, may reduce the amount of performance and payment bonds when a written 
determination is made that it is in the best interest of Augusta-Richmond County to do so, provided Georgia law does not 
mandate the amount of such bond. 

    (c) Authority to require additional bonds. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to limit the authority of Augusta-
Richmond County to require other security in addition to those bonds if warranted by the circumstances and other than 
specified in Subsection (1) of this Section. 



§ 1-10-85. BOND FORMS AND COPIES. 

The form of payment and performance bonds and other required bonds shall be prescribed by the Augusta-Richmond 
County Attorney. 

Any person may request and obtain from Augusta-Richmond County a certified copy of a bond upon payment of the cost 
of reproduction of the bond and postage, if any. A certified copy of a bond shall be prima facie evidence of the contents, 
execution, and delivery of the original. 



§ 1-10-86. RETAINAGE. 

    (a) Maximum amount to be withheld. In any contract or subcontract for construction which provides for progress 
payments in installments based upon an estimated percentage of completion with a percentage of the contract's proceeds to 
be retained by Augusta-Richmond County pending completion of the contract or subcontract, the retained amount of each 
progress payment or installment shall be no more than ten percent (10%). The retainage may be reduced to five percent 
(5%) after fifty percent (50%) of the work is complete if Augusta-Richmond County desires. 

    (b) When used. Retainage may be applied to any construction contract, regardless of the dollar amount. Its use shall be 
so decided prior to release of the project for bid. Its use is recommended on projects of less than $20,000 value when the 
bonds have been waived. 

    (c) Release of retainage. Funds held by Augusta-Richmond County as retainage under the contract shall be released 
upon completion and acceptance of work except as described herein. 

    (d) No interest on retainage. No interest shall be due to any contractor on any sum held as retainage pursuant to any 
construction contract. 



§ 1-10-87. WAGE AND REQUIREMENTS FOR FEDERALLY FUNDED PROJECTS. 

When a project has federal funds, the prevailing wages paid shall correspond as nearly as practicable to those prescribed in 
the Federal Davis Bacon Act when required. The wage scale shall be posted by the contractor in a prominent and easily 
accessible place at the site of work in accordance with Federal Government requirements. 



§ 1-10-88. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTING SYSTEM. 

Except with respect to firm fixed-price contracts, no contract type shall be used unless it has been determined in writing by 
Augusta-Richmond County that: 

    (a) the proposed contractor's accounting system will permit timely development of all necessary cost data in the form 
required by the specific contract type completed; and 

    (b) the proposed contractor's accounting system is adequate to allocate costs in accordance with generally accepted cost 
accounting principles. 



§ 1-10-89. CONTRACTUAL PROVISIONS FOR WORKSITE INSPECTIONS. 

All contracts shall provide that Augusta-Richmond County may, at reasonable times, inspect the part of the plant, place of 
business, or work site of a contractor or subcontractor or subunit thereof which is pertinent to the performance of any 
contract awarded or to be awarded by Augusta-Richmond County. 



§ 1-10-90. CONTRACTUAL PROVISIONS FOR AUDITING RECORDS. 

    (a) Audit of costs or pricing data. All contracts shall provide that Augusta-Richmond County may at reasonable times 
and places, audit the books and records of any contractor who has submitted cost or pricing data pursuant to § 1-10-502 
(Cost or Pricing Data) to the extent that such books, documents, papers, and records are pertinent to such cost or pricing 
data. Any person who received a contract, change order, or contract modification for which cost or pricing data is required, 
shall maintain such books, documents, papers, and records that are pertinent to such cost or pricing data for three years 
from the date of final payment under the contract. 

    (b) Contract audit. All contracts shall provide that Augusta-Richmond County shall be entitled to audit the books and 
records of a contractor or subcontractor at any time under any negotiated contract or subcontract other than a firm fixed-
price contract to the extent that such books, documents, papers, and records are pertinent to the performance of such 
contract or subcontract. Such books and records shall be maintained by the contractor for a period of three years from the 
date of final payment under the prime contract and by the subcontractor for a period of three years from the date of final 
payment under the subcontract. 



§ 1-10-91. REPORTING OF ANTI-COMPETITIVE PRACTICES TO STATE. 

When for any reason collusion or other anti-competitive practices are suspected among any bidders or offerors, a notice of 
the relevant facts shall be transmitted to the State Attorney General by the Augusta-Richmond County Attorney. 



§ 1-10-92. SURPLUS SUPPLIES. 

    (a) Supplies. Goods, equipment, material and other personal property owned by Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (b) Surplus supplies. Any goods, equipment, materials and personal property no longer having any use to Augusta-
Richmond County as determined by official action of the Commission. 

    (c) Generally, salvageable surplus supplies are divided into categories as described below: 

        (1) Scrap. Any ferrous supplies that can be used for remelting to produce iron, steel, or its alloys. 

        (2) Waste. All non-metallic refuse which has market value, e.g. paper. 

        (3) Worn or damaged. Either scrap or waste supplies that may be sold or used as trade-in. 

        (4) Obsolete and surplus. Any supplies that are of no use by Augusta-Richmond County. 

        (5) Excess. Any supply that does not have a useful purpose for a particular department or agency. The supply may 
have value, within other departments or Augusta-Richmond County agencies and may be transferred. 

(Nothing herein refers to the sale, lease or disposal of real property.) 



§ 1-10-93. FIXED ASSET MANAGEMENT. 

The Fixed Assets Management function in Augusta-Richmond County was implemented for the purpose of surveying and 
documenting all County owned personal assets, performing regular audits of County assets, centralizing the administration 
and control of excess supplies and determining whether excess supplies are suitable for other uses prior to disposition and 
prior to procuring new items of similar quality and functionality. Also, the Purchasing Director shall regularly check with 
agencies regarding the use and availability of excess or potentially surplus items. 

With respect to surplus supplies, all using agencies shall submit to the Purchasing Director, at such times and in such 
forms as prescribed, reports showing stocks of all supplies which are no longer used or which have become obsolete, worn 
out or scrapped. The Fixed Assets Manager shall determine whether the item (s) can be relocated for further use by other 
departments or agencies prior to disposition. If the item (s) has no further use to Augusta-Richmond County, the 
Purchasing Director shall prepare a report to the Augusta-Richmond County Administrator advising that office of the item 
(s) available for disposition. 



§ 1-10-94. SUPPLIES MANAGEMENT. 

       (a) Responsibility. The Purchasing Director has responsibility for the sale, lease, or disposal of surplus supplies. No 
employee or official of Augusta-Richmond County nor their agent shall be entitled to purchase such supplies. 

        (1) The Purchasing Director is responsible for the sale, or disposal of supplies via means described below; except that 
it shall first be determined that the item (s) has no further use by Augusta-Richmond County. 

        (2) The Purchasing Director shall handle the procurement of auction facilities and professional auction services, and 
the advertisement process, or coordinate the sealed bidding process. 

        (3) The Augusta-Richmond County Commission shall authorize the sale, lease, or disposal of surplus supply items 
when necessary and appropriate. 

    (b) Surplus supplies--how disposed. 

        (1) Auction or sealed bids. 

        (2) Transfer to other using agency or public entity. 

        (3) Trade-in on new supplies or equipment. 

    (c) Award. Award shall be made in accordance with the invitation for bids or public outcry to the highest bidder if the 
price is reasonable and acceptable to Augusta-Richmond County. 

    (d) Payment. U.S. currency, U.S. Postal Money Orders, local personal checks, certified checks, or cashier's checks are 
acceptable methods of payment. 



§ 1-10-95. SEVERABILITY. 

Should any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, or provision of this Chapter be adjudged invalid or held 
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of this Chapter as a 
whole or any part or provisions thereof, other than the part so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional. 
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